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I.       The Child’s Command (V20) 
 

A. Obey in Action  
 

“Dear Son: As long as you live in this house, you will follow the rules. When you have your own, you can make 
your own rules. In this house we do not have a democracy. I did not campaign to be your father. You did not vote 
for me. We are father and son by the grace of God, and I accept that privilege and awesome responsibility. In 
accepting it, I have an obligation to perform the role of father. I am not your pal. Our ages are too different. We 
can share many things, but we are not pals. I am your father. That is one hundred times more than what a pal is. I 
also am your friend, but we are on entirely different levels. You will do in this house as I say, and you must not 
question me because whatever I ask you to do is motivated by love. This will be hard for you to understand until 
you have a son of your own. Until then, trust me.”                                                                     – Ricardo Montalban 
 
Luke 2:51-52 (NIV) “Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them. But his mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.  
 
 
Colossians 3:20 “Children, be obedient to your parents in all things…” 
 
1. Children Lack Mental Maturity 
 
 
2. Children Lack Physical Maturity 

 
 

3. Children Lack Spiritual Maturity  
 
 

Proverbs 22:6 “Train up a child in the way he should go…” 
 

4. Children Lack Social Maturity  
 
 
Luke 2:52 “And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom [mental maturity] and stature [physical maturity], and in favor 
with God [spiritual maturity] and men [social maturity]”. 
 
 
Romans 1:28-30 “And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a 
depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, 
evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, 
boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents…”  
 
2 Timothy 3:1-2a “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self, 
lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents…” 

 
 
 



B. Obey in Attitude 
 

Exodus 20:12 “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD 
your God gives you.” 

 
 
II.      The Parent’s Caution (V21) 
 
 

A. The Meaning of “Exasperate” 
 
 

Ephesians 6:4 “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction 
of the Lord.” 

 
 

B. The Means of Exasperating Your Children  
 
 

1. Inconsistent Discipline 
 
 
2. Failing to Balance Discipline and Affection  

 
 

“Spare the rod and spoil the child, that is true. But beside the rod, keep an apple to give him when he 
has done well.”                                                                                                                   - Martin Luther 

 
 
 

3. Wrong Motives For Discipline  
 
 

Hebrews 12:6a “For those whom the Lord loves, He disciplines”. 
 
 
 

4. Disciplining in Anger  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



First Baptist Church Powell 7 24 2016 PM 

Sermon 15:  Jesus Is Enough for The Family (Part 3) 

Series: Jesus Is Enough 

Colossians 3:20-21 

 

Some time ago the Duke of Wellington visited the United States and was asked after he had been here a 
while, “What impresses you about America?” He answered, “The thing that impresses me most is how 
parents obey their children.”  

Sometimes it does seem that we have gotten it backward. For many homes, the place that ought to be a 
peaceful refuge is more like a war zone. What does the Bible have to say about parents and children in the 
Christian home? Let’s review some things we have already looked at about how God uses authority 
structures. All authority resides with God. God has delegated the limited exercise of His authority 
through various structures here on earth. Three of those areas of authority are government, church, and 
the home. We are focusing on the home. We saw that while the wife is equal in worth to her husband, she 
has a different role in the home. In the home, she is commanded to submit to her husband who has the 
God given role of being the head of the wife. We will see today that the role of the parents is to be over 
(have authority over) their children. 

Our children are going to be under authority all of their lives and it is God’s plan that they learn to submit 
to all God ordained authority by learning to submit to their parents in the home. A child who never learns 
to submit to their parent’s authority will struggle to submit to all authority – government, school, 
workplace, and even to God’s authority in his or her life. I remember a young man in our church that had 
really good parents, but he was stubborn and chaffed at what they required him to do. When he turned 
eighteen, he announced that he was tired of everyone telling him what to do, so he was going to join the 
Marines!  

God’s plan is to break us of our self-will and the first way is through the authority structures in the home. 
If the child refuses to submit to their parents, then God uses other means to break them that are much 
harsher than the authority of loving parents. The Marines would qualify as being harsher than a loving 
mother or father. God also uses the government penal system to bring brokenness. Someone put it this 
way: “It is better to learn how to submit to God ordained authority in the play pen rather than in the state 
pen.” 

What does a home look like that is lined up under the loving authority structures that God has ordained? 
More specifically, we will be looking at what a home looks like when parents and children are submitted 
to God ordained authority.  

 

I.  The Child’s Command (v 20) 

The word “children” is a broad word that refers to a child under their parent’s roof or that is supported by 
the parent (such as being away in college). Basically, children is referring to any offspring that are not 
living independently of their parents. The command to be obedient is in a tense that describes continuing 
action – a way of life. The word translated “obedient” is a compound word. It is the word for “hear” and 
the word for “be under.” It means to listen and get under the parent’s authority. This obedience takes two 
forms.  

A.  Obey in Action  

The child’s every day behavior and deeds must reflect obedience. Several years I ran across a letter that 
actor Ricardo Montalban wrote to his son. I lost the source.   

Dear Son: As long as you live in this house, you will follow the rules. When you 
have your own, you can make your own rules. In this house we do not have a 



democracy. I did not campaign to be your father. You did not vote for me. We are 
father and son by the grace of God, and I accept that privilege and awesome 
responsibility. In accepting it, I have an obligation to perform the role of father. I 
am not your pal. Our ages are too different. We can share many things, but we are 
not pals. I am your father. That is one hundred times more than what a pal is. I 
also am your friend, but we are on entirely different levels. You will do in this 
house as I say, and you must not question me because whatever I ask you to do is 
motivated by love. This will be hard for you to understand until you have a son of 
your own. Until then, trust me.   
[Source unknown]  

Jesus gave Himself as an example even in childhood of living in total, continual obedience to Joseph and 
Mary. We read in Luke 2:51-52 (NIV): “Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to 
them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and 
in favor with God and man.  

Notice the words of our text – Colossians 3:20: “Children, be obedient to your parents in all things…” 
Why did God give that command? It is because children are deficient in some areas. Actually, there are 
four areas where children lack maturity and need to be under the authority of godly parents. 

1.  Children Lack Mental Maturity 

Children lack wisdom and reasoning abilities. They need parents who will both demonstrate and teach 
wisdom.  

2.  Children Lack Physical Maturity 

Physically, younger children cannot fend for themselves. That’s why God gave them parents.  

3.  Children Lack Spiritual Maturity 

A child doesn’t naturally long to obey God or even comprehend what God is really like. That’s why 
parents are told in Proverbs 22:6: “Train up a child in the way he should go…”  

4.  Children Lack Social Maturity  

When children come into the world they are totally self-centered. They must be taught social skills, how 
to get along with others, how to share, when to speak and when to be quiet. That is the task of the 
parents, and it is no minor task. 

Have you noticed the parallel with Luke 2:52: “And Jesus kept increasing in wisdom [mental maturity] 
and stature [physical maturity], and in favor with God [spiritual maturity] and men [social maturity]”? 
Even Jesus, though He did not cease being fully God, did not have the Adamic sinful nature, and was 
without sin, He became fully man. He truly was a child who grew – “in wisdom, stature, and in favor with 
God and man.” This maturing process is hampered, if not stopped, when children go their own way 
instead of being taught to be obedient to their parents.   

Let me share something that focuses on the children in a home. I believe that when a child who has truly 
come to Christ is struggling in their Christian walk, it is often because they are not being obedient to their 
parents. Christian teenager, when you are disobedient or have animosity toward your parents for their 
rules or standards, you have a problem with God. When you are wrong with your parents, you are wrong 
with God. The only exception to that statement is when your parents are demanding that you go on a 
path that results in the disobedience of a direct command of God.  

Notice the proper motive of the child’s obedience – “…this is well pleasing to the Lord.” To put that in the 
negative, when children still under their parent’s authority are disobedient to their parents, they are 
displeasing to the Lord. Disobedience to parents is not treated casually in the Bible. In fact, widespread 
disobedience is one of the marks of a society which is on a downward slide toward being abandoned by 
God. We see that downward slide in Romans 1:28-30:  



And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them 
over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper, being filled with 
all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, 
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents…  

We read in 2 Timothy 3:1-2a: “But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will 
be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents…” The sin of being 
disobedient to parents runs in some pretty bad company – “murder,” “malice,” “haters of God,” 
“revilers,” and lots of others. 

B.  Obey in Attitude  

Typically there is an attitude behind our action. Apart from salvation and continual surrender to the One 
who is Lord, the attitude behind disobedience to parents will continue beyond our time under our 
parent’s authority. The attitude I am speaking of is an attitude of rebellion against God ordained 
authority. It first manifests itself against parents, but it will not stop with parents. Unless that attitude of 
rebellion against authority is changed there will be rebellion against all God ordained authority. Let’s 
look at the proper attitude that accompanies outward submission to God ordained authority in the home.  

The attitude underneath the action of obedience to parents is an attitude of honoring parents. The fifth of 
the Ten Commandments is Exodus 20:12: “Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 
prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.” Honor includes obedience, but it goes way 
beyond obedience. Honoring parents is a command that requires an attitude that goes beyond the time 
the children are under the parent’s roof and under the parents’ authority. It includes honoring parents 
until they die! Even if you are seventy and your parent is still alive at ninety-two, you are to have an 
attitude of honoring your parent.  

Let’s make sure that we understand what “honor” means. It means to consider someone as being of great 
value. We are to elevate, respect and care for them because we are commanded to do so, not because their 
current or past behavior merits honor. The motive of honoring parents is our love for God and our desire 
to be “well-pleasing to the Lord.”  

Allow me to give a real-life example of that. What I am going to share was shared many years ago as a 
public testimony from this pulpit. I share this lest anyone think that something private is being made 
public. The wife of one our long time pastoral staff shared this story about her father. The father of this 
pastor’s wife left her mother during her pregnancy before she was born. About the only time she ever 
heard from her Father was when he was drunk and would call her and curse and berate her. That was her 
only contact with this evil man. When her father was in his fifty’s he suffered a serious illness (a stroke I 
think). He was in a nursing home with no family to care for him. This daughter sacrificed greatly to care 
for him until he died. Was it because of her natural affection for him? No, there was no “natural 
affection” for this evil man. She honored her physical father because it is a command from God and 
because it is well pleasing to the lord. The attitude of honoring parents continues when you are no longer 
under the parent’s authority.  

If you are an adult, are you honoring your parents? You may say, “They are not worthy of honor.” Really, 
that’s irrelevant. Are you considering them someone of great value and doing it because you desire to be 
pleasing to the Lord? One desired result of this message that I am praying for is that some adults who are 
not honoring their parents will come under conviction by the Holy Spirit and reconcile with their parents 
and begin from this point to honor them, not because they deserve it based on their behavior, but 
because it is well pleasing to the Lord.  

 

II.  The Parent’s Caution (v 21) 

The word translated “Fathers” is translated “parents” in Hebrews 11:23 and could (and I believe should) 
be translated “parents” here. Parents, there are some things that we can do with children in the home 



under our authority that discourages our children. The parent’s goal is to break the child’s stubborn self-
will, but never to break their spirit. Let’s look deeper to see how parents provoke or exasperate their 
Children. 

A.  The Meaning of “Exasperate” 

The Greek word translated “exasperate” means to stir up or antagonize. It is translated “provoke” in the 
ESV and “embitter” in the NIV. The Phillips paraphrase renders it “feeling inferior and frustrated.” The 
Knox translation says, “You parents must not rouse your children to resentment” [Knox Translation]  

A companion passage is Ephesians 6:4: “Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them 
up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.” The caution for parents is to avoid exasperating, 
embittering, antagonizing, frustrating, provoking, and rousing resentment in your children. These 
actions “provoke your children to anger” (Ephesians 6:4), or cause them to have a broken spirit (to “lose 
heart” Colossians 3:21).  

B.  The Means of Exasperating Your Children  

I am going to give you several ways that parents who care about their children can exasperate them. Keep 
in mind that there are no perfect parents. Every parent has been guilty of some of these sometimes, but it 
is when these become a pattern in your dealings with your children that they cause exasperation, 
frustration, anger, and losing heart.  

1.  Inconsistent Discipline  

How would you like to play a baseball game where the umpire keeps changing the rules? A pitch goes 
over the batter’s head, and the umpire calls “strike.” You protest and the ump says, “That was a ball 
yesterday, but today, it is a strike.” On the next pitch, you hit a hot grounder right over second base into 
the outfield and on your way to first base concentrating on whether you should make this a single or try 
for a double, you hear the ump yell “foul ball.” You protest, but he says, “That was a fair ball yesterday, 
but today it was foul.” I think you get the point. Inconsistent calls lead to exasperated players. In the 
same way, inconsistent discipline leads to exasperated children. Children need boundaries that are clear 
and the consequences of crossing those boundaries are carried out consistently (when you are tired, when 
you as a parent are having a bad day, and when you are angry with someone else). Day after day, month 
after month, and year after year there must be consistency in discipline. Though they do not usually 
recognize it nor will they ever communicate it, but children find security in consistent discipline. 
Remember, no parent is perfect; we are talking about pattern of life. 

2.  Failing to Balance Discipline and Affection  

Discipline is essential in raising children. The Bible teaches us to discipline our children. The book of 
Proverbs is filled with wisdom about discipline and the types of discipline. However, discipline without 
affection breaks the spirit of a child, exasperates a child. Martin Luther said, “Spare the rod and spoil the 
child, that is true. But beside the rod, keep an apple to give him when he has done well.” [Martin Luther, 

source unknown]  

Parent, if you have perfectionist tendencies you have to be especially careful here. Lighten up! One 
mother told of hearing her young preschool daughter rehearsing noises she had learned. The little girl 
said, “sheep, ‘baaaah; cow, moooo; doggie, woof, woof; mommy, no, no, no.”  

Balance discipline with a hug, a pat on the back, compliments for times of obedience, and verbal 
expressions of affection. As they grow older, write them a note of encouragement. Never berate them or 
yell at them in front of others. Encourage them to do their best in things like music or athletics, but be 
balanced. I once witnessed a T-Ball mother whose five-year-old got confused and didn’t follow the 
coach’s instructions to go to third base stand and watched her scream at her son, “you’re no son of mine.” 
How incredibly sad!  



3.  Wrong Motives for Discipline 

Using our heavenly Father as our example, the main purpose for discipline is correction. The purpose is 
not to make them “pay” for what they have done. Hebrews 12:6a: “For those whom the Lord loves, He 
disciplines.” He is not disciplining us to make us pay for our sin – Jesus did that! It is for our correction.  

One common wrong motive for discipline that often lurks behind our actions is, “You made me look bad.” 
Sometimes we would say it this way, “You embarrassed me.” Never say that as a reason for discipline, 
and repent if is the reason, even if you didn’t say it. Children embarrass us. It goes with parenthood. One 
of my children in the ninth grade went to a youth function with a friend at another church. It was known 
by most all that this nineth grader’s father was the pastor at FBC Powell. At an especially emotional time 
around a big bonfire where the teenagers were sharing all that God had done in their life through the 
activity they had experienced, my ninth grade child gave a testimony about how God had spoken and 
said, “If my Dad was not a pastor, I would join this church in a minute.” Ouch! Did that deserve 
discipline? No. To discipline for that would have been a wrong motive (personal embarrassment). This 
same child (now in her thirties) laughed about several incidents like that and said, “Dad, it was all for 
your sanctification.” That was a true statement! Sometimes our children make us look bad, and it is not 
something to discipline but it is for our sanctification – our conformity to the likeness of Christ. Never 
discipline a child and tell them, “You made me look like a horrible parent.” The motive is not your 
reputation, but their correction.  

4.  Disciplining in Anger 

Before you discipline a child, cool off, put them in their room (the anticipation of what is coming is a 
legitimate part of their discipline), and pray for wisdom. When we discipline in anger, our discipline 
tends to be out of proportion. Grief, not out of control anger is the proper emotion. Remember that 
Ephesians 4:30 we are told that our sin grieves the Spirit of God. 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

When it comes to parenting, the ultimate goal is to lead our children to Christ and to disciple them so 
that they understand that Jesus is enough. Jesus is not only enough for our children; Jesus is enough for 
parents who so desperately need His wisdom to raise children who love and honor the Lord.  
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