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Homegrown Theologians 
Jude 3-4 

B.I: No Christian should be indifferent about theology. God wants all of us to be 
lovers of the truth and defenders of the truth.   

LTS: Psalm 92  

     I suspect if I were to ask you to describe yourself its not likely that you would self-
identify as a theologian. Theologians are those guys who work in the basements of 
seminaries and monasteries writing highbrow dissertations about stuff no one really 
understands! I mean when was the last time you had a good, heart warming conversation 
with your children about how the Ecconomic Trinity relates to the Immanent Trinity; or 
whether God made man as a dichotomy or trichotomy? I suspect most of have NEVER 
had the pleasure of being refreshed by such topics of conversation. So it may come as a 
surprise to hear your pastor say that every Christian should be a theologian.  

    Now it might help if we defined our terms a little. A theologian is simply one who 
studies and talks about theology. And theology is nothing more than the study of God. 
When we think of it in those terms we begin to realize that to one degree or another all of 
us are theologians, because all of us believe things about God.  

     Even the atheist is a theologian, because after giving the topic some thought he has 
concluded there is NO God. Likewise, the agnostic has also invested significant time 
thinking about the topic of ultimate reality and has concluded that its not possible to 
know if there is a God. So, like the atheist, the agnostic is a also theologian. By the same 
token, you too have come to believe things about God. I suspect that’s why you are sitting 
in a pew this morning rather than on your couch at home or in a lawn chair by the pool. 
You believe there is a God and you believe many things about God. More than that, you 
have a desire to learn more about God so you can worship and serve Him better. So let 
there be no mistake! You, my friend, are a theologian! 

    The only question is, are you a diligent theologian or an indifferent theologian. That is, 
are you actively pursuing a deeper knowledge of God or are you satisfied with the little 
bit of theology you already know. The message of the book of Jude is this: No Christians 
should be indifferent about theology. God wants all of us to be lovers of the truth and 
defenders of the truth.  In other words, Jude wants every believer to care about truth, and 
he wants every believer to be aware of the continuing threat against the truth and be ready 
to defend it. As Legon Duncan explains, “Everything that Jude says in this letter 



presupposes that it is every Christian’s important duty to know the truth of the faith, to 
care about it, and to protect it in the congregation”   1

     So there are two things that God wants you to be as followers of Christ in the local 
church. He wants you to be 

I. Be A Lover of the Truth: 

II. Be A Defender of the Truth: 

Read v. 1-4 

I. Be a Lover of the Truth: 
1. Now the first thing I want you to see here is that Jude really is writing to you. This was 
not a letter written to the elders of the church or the theologians in the local seminary. 
Notice what Jude calls the recipients of his letter in verse 3. He calls them “beloved.” In 
fact, three times in this letter Jude calls them “beloved.” The term “beloved” is not one of 
the terms in the NT for pastors and elders. Jude is speaking to all of his brothers and 
sisters in the faith. He is speaking to the old ones, and the young ones. My grandfather 
would say he was writing to the “newly- weds,” and the “nearly-deads.” 

2. You see, friends, If you are a child of God you should love the word of God. You 
should work hard at getting to know the Bible. This is not merely the duty of the pastors 
and elders. This is every believer’s responsibility. None of us are allowed to be lazy 
theologians. If you are, you open yourself to any teaching that seems plausible. But Jude 
says, “Contend earnestly for the faith (i.e., the truth). 

3. Now I grant that Jude is getting ready to say some really strong things about false 
teachers, but that is not what he originally sat down to write about. Jude takes NO delight 
in needing to address false teachers. This was not his first impulse. Look with me at his 
first statement (v. 3),  

Beloved, although I was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, I 
found it necessary to write appealing to you to contend [earnestly]  for the faith... 2

(ESV)  

4. It’s as if Jude was saying, “I would rather not talk about these things.” Jude wasn’t a 
controversy hound. He wasn’t on a witch-hunt. We all have known people who tend to be 
out of balance on this issue. There is certain pride of heart in some who have deputized 
themselves is the “Doctrine Police”; men and women who relish the idea of catching 
others in error. They know the names of every false teacher in the country and can tell 
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you the heresies they ascribe to with hardly a thought. At the same time, my experience 
with such people is that they tend to strain the gnat and swallow the camel. They tend to 
be so busy looking for error in others that they don’t realize their own marriage and 
family are falling apart all around them and their vital relationship with Christ has 
become dry and lifeless… as has their fellowship with the church. Go figure!  This is 
decidedly NOT what Jude is calling us to do. God’s priority for us is not only truth. Its 
truth AND love. We are to love the truth and we are to love people. Love is slow to 
condemn and quick to give the benefit of the doubt whenever possible. 

5. Apparently Jude sat down at his desk that day intending to write a letter of 
encouragement regarding the truths the believers already knew and loved to fellowship 
around. He wanted to encourage them and fellowship around their “common salvation.” 
Jude was NO “controversy hound.”  

6. Notice that what concerned Jude most was not so much the error that was causing the 
problem but the truth that he loved. He doesn’t write, “Contend earnestly against the 
error,” but “Contend earnestly for the truth.” You might ask, doesn’t the one presuppose 
the other? Perhaps it does, but I just want you to pick up on Jude’s attitude. What marked 
his life was not so much a hatred of error but love for the truth. Love for the truth is what 
motivated him, and he wanted that same love for the truth to motivate us. He wants us to 
love the truth of God found in His word. He wants us to be good “Homegrown 
Theologians.” 

7. Notice the phrase he uses that tells us how important theology is. He calls it, “the faith 
once for all delivered to the saints.” Now let’s be careful about how we read that 
statement. He did not say that you should contend for “your faith,” but for “the faith.” We 
are to contend for “the faith.” He is not speaking of your personal trust in Jesus as your 
Savior. No, he is talking about the body of truth that has been passed down to the church 
through the apostles. He’s talking about the truth that Jesus taught his disciples which 
they have taught us. He’s talking about God’s inspired and now written word. He’s 
talking about “the faith” as that fixed body of divine truth that makes up the content of 
the Bible. It is the unchanging revelation of God. It is the complete word, the finished 
word, the inspired word, the infallible word, the sufficient word, the clear word, the word 
which alone is (Rom. 1:16) “the power of God unto salvation to everyone who believes.”  

8. Christians should love that word and we should know it so well that we can identify 
error when it arises. The apostle Paul began his first letter to the Corinthians by praising 
them for “holding firmly to the tradition, just as he had delivered it to them.” Later Paul 
would exhort Timothy similarly by saying (2 Tim. 1:13–14) 

Retain the standard of sound words which you have heard from me, in the faith 
and love which are in Christ Jesus. Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in 
us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you. 

9. Jude is saying the same thing to us. He’s saying, Truth matters! Theology matters! 
Doctrine matters! “Retain it.” “Guard it.” “Contend earnestly for it!” And that means 
every one of us is called to be a Homegrown Theologian. You don’t have to go to 



seminary to learn the Bible. There are so many resources at our fingertips these days you 
don’t even have to leave your home. For most of us gaining a solid knowledge of what 
the Bible says and what it means would come automatically simply by reading it 
faithfully and daily. Beyond that there have been many excellent books and Bible Study 
materials that can help you master God’s word.  

10. Sadly, however, many Christians are indifferent to the word of God. Laying on their 
family room coffee table is the most powerful truth in the universe and day after day it 
does nothing but collect dust. For a follower of Jesus Christ that should never be true.  

11. You see, beloved, Jude wants us to be lovers of the truth.  
• 1 Peter 2:2  “like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it 

you may grow in respect to salvation…
• Psalm 119:97 “O how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.” 

Psalm 19:10–11 God’s words “are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; 
Sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb. 11 Moreover, by them Your 
servant is warned; In keeping them there is great reward.” 

12. So as a believer, God has called you to be lover the truth in the sense that we are 
constantly and perceptibly growing in our understanding of it. 

II. Be A Defender of the Truth:  
1. The second part of verse three opens up Jude’s primary concern for writing the letter. 
He says, “Contend [earnestly] for the faith that was once for all delivered to the saints. 
For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation.” 

2. Now I realize that as soon as we start talking about identifying false teaching and false 
teachers many of us get a little uncomfortable. The most well known verse of Scripture in 
our day is “Judge not lest you be judged.” For liberal churchmen the mantra is, “Doctrine 
divides but witness unites.” Or “Christianity isn’t a doctrine, it’s a way of life.” So today, 
if a pastor questions the teaching of a modern author or preacher he tends to be branded 
as unloving and mean-spirited. But Jude isn’t afraid to take that risk. In fact it is because 
he loves the church that he writes thes things. 

A. The word “Contend” (3) is a unique term that is found only here in the NT. Its 
Greek root is (agonizomai) from which we get the English word agonize. It was 
commonly used in connection with the Greek stadium to denote a strenuous 
struggle to overcome an opponent, as in a wrestling match. It carries the thought 
of expending all of one’s energy in order to prevail.”   3

B. One scholar notes that the term pictures a person taking his stand on top of 

   Tom Constable, “Notes on John,” Dr. Constable’s Notes, Sonic Light, http://www.soniclight.com/3

constable/notes/pdf/john.pdf, (accessed July 2016).



something that an adversary desires to take away, and fighting to defend and 
retain it.” 

3. This not easy to do in a relativistic age like ours. The dominant worldview of our day 
declares that there is no such thing as absolute truth. But God’s word declares that God is 
the standard of absolute truth and He has spoken to us by His word. 

4. We need to be lovers of truth and lover’s of people, but from time to time God will call 
upon us to take a stand for His truth and defend it. Sometimes we will need to go after 
false teachers and their false doctrine. And sometimes when we make the hard decision to 
take such a stand God uses us to bring about real change.  

5. This is almost always true in evangelism. In fact, turn with me to 2 Cor.10:4-5. Notice 
Paul describes his ministry:  

the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
destruction of fortresses. 5 We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing 
raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive 
to the obedience of Christ…  

6. What is Paul doing? He sees His ministry in part as a ministry of spiritual warfare. He 
is battling against all kinds of false teaching and false thinking that keeps people from 
coming to the knowledge of God. As we are building the truth into people we also need to 
tare down that which is contrary to the truth. And with the kind of pluralistic and 
relativistic society in which we live, there is often much false teaching that needs to be 
dismantled.  

7. But for Jude there is an even greater sense of urgency, because false teaching not only 
keeps unbelievers in bondage, when left undetected it can destroy churches and whole 
denominations. 

8. Notice (4) what Jude says:   

Read v. 4 

9. Jude is saying that sometimes people will come into the church (or perhaps they grew 
up there) who pretend to be true believers but in reality are false brothers who secretly 
introduce false teaching into the church. In Jude’s case they were teaching a kind of 
cheap grace and they were denying Jesus Christ.  

10. This is the frequent refrain of the N.T. authors. Jesus Himself predicted that there 
would be false prophets among His people. And Paul told the elders at Ephesus that from 
among themselves some would arise to lead others astray.  

11. These false teachers are subtle. They will agree with much of what the Scriptures 
teach, but then twist it to make it say what they want it to say. In one specific case, Jude 
says, “They turn the grace of our God into sensuality.” In other words, they use the 
doctrine of grace as a license to sin however they please.  

A. There is a group our guys run into a lot down town who call themselves Kingdom 
Baptists. Much of what they believe is correct. But then they go on to teach that if 



you have prayed to accept Jesus as your Savior, you’re covered. Now you can 
engage in any kind of immorality you please and know for certain that you are 
secure in Christ.  

B. Beloved, that’s blasphemous! Paul teaches (Titus 2:11–12 “For the grace of God 
has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness 
and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age.” 

C. Gal. 5 & 1 Cor. 6 tell us that people whose lifestyles are marked by immorality 
and drunkenness, etc… will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  

D. False doctrine is dangerous because it claims to point people to heaven while it 
pushes them toward hell.   

12. In Jude’s day, they were not only turning the grace of God into sensuality, but they 
were denying our only master and Lord Jesus Christ. This is what every cult does. The 
first mark of a cult is that they deny the deity of Christ. They may exalt Him as a great 
prophet or renown teacher, but they deny that He is One with the Father.  

A. Years ago there was a man who would frequently visit Calvary on Sunday 
morning and other events who was a Mormon. Hardly anyone knew it because he 
was such a nice guy and he agreed with so much of what we taught. But as I got 
to know him it became obvious that he was a Mormon. He was actually visiting 
for the express purpose of infiltrating our church and introducing false teaching.  

B. A second distinguishing mark of a cult is that it adds additional writings to “the 
faith” (i.e. the Bible). 

a. Mormons (Joseph Smith): The King James Bible, + The Book of Mormon, 
Doctrine and Covenants, and The Pearl of Great Price.  

b. Jehovah’s Witnesses: Their own translation of the Bible + the Watchtower. 

c. Seventh Day Adventists: The Bible + The writings of Ellen G. White 

13. Now usually, false teaching doesn’t appear in the church that overtly. Normally it 
comes in through a popular Christian books or teaching series. And if we are not alert, it 
will slip right in and cause great harm to the body of Christ. 

One of the great stories of church history in the 20th Century is the story of how 
God resurrected Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, Ky. When 
Dr. Al Mohler became president of the school there were very few faculty 
members who even believed the Bible. There were only a few who believed in 
the inerrancy of Scripture, or even the deity of Christ. When Mohler had his first 
opportunity to preach at the school he preached a sermon entitled, “Don’t Just Do 
Something, Stand there!” Yes, I said that right, “Don’t just do something, Stand 
there!”   4

For years liberals in the SBC had said, “Let’s not squabble over the Bible and 
doctrine. Let’s do missions. There’s a world waiting to be saved out there!”  Dr. 
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Mohler's message was this: "It doesn't matter whether we go out there if 
we don't have the message that saves. Don't just do something! Stand there 
on the Bible. Stand there on the truth. Stand there on the gospel. Stand 
there on what the Bible says about Jesus. Believe that and then we'll do 
something."  5

13. The result of Dr. Mohler’s leadership in this regard at Southern Seminary is truly 
amazing. A liberal Baptist seminary actually repented and is now arguably the foremost 
conservative, Bible-believing, Christ-exalting seminary in the United States (which is 
why two of my boys are enrolled in that school). 

14. Now, you and I will probably never find ourselves in a position like Dr. Mohler. We 
won’t all be “Seminary Trained Theologians.” But all of us should be Homegrown 
Theologians. All of us should be serious about the truth. All of us should have a plan for 
how we will grow in the knowledge of God’s word so that by it we will grow in the 
likeness of Christ, and by it we can help protect the church from false teachers.  

Application: 

1. Do you have a daily routine for reading the bible? If not, perhaps when you meet 
with our small group this week you can have a discussion about practical ways to 
begin. 

2. Are you confident that you have grown in your knowledge of the word and sound 
doctrine this past year? If not, what should you do about that? When will you get 
started, and whom will you ask for help? 

3. If you are a parent, are you helping your children grow in their understanding of 
the faith that was “once for all delivered to the saints”? If not, what can you do to 
make that change in your family time this week? 

4. Are you a homegrown theologian? 

B.I: No Christian should be indifferent about theology. God wants all of us to be lovers of 
the truth and defenders of the truth.  
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