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KJV – Psalm 12:6-7 

 

“The Trying of the Word by Fire” 

Introduction: 

     Open your Bible to the twelfth Psalm, Psalm chapter twelve, in this overview we will discuss the 
trying of the Word by Fire. Now this is really more of a lesson or more of an informational 
discussion rather than an actual sermon. But it is to get you to understand a little bit about the 
different Bibles out there. 

Psalm 12:6-7  

6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 

7 Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. 

     Our Bible has a long history; the Old Testament of the King James Version Bible comes from the 
Hebrew Masorctic Text. This is the same text that is read today in the Jewish synagogues. The New 
Testament comes from the Greek Manuscripts know as the Textus Receptus. These were the 
majority manuscripts; there are over 5,000 of them. They were preserved and used for the 
translation for our AV 1611 King James Version (KJV) Bible. The Catholic and modern version 
Bibles comes from a handful of manuscripts, mainly Aleph and B. These are known as the Vaticanus, 
which are the sole property of the Roman Catholic Church and the Sinaiticus. 

     The Vaticanus manuscript was discovered in 1481. The Sinaitic manuscript was found among the 
trash papers to be burned in St. Catherine’s monastery at the foot of Mount Sinai in 1841 by 
Constantine Tischendorf. These two manuscripts originated in Alexandria, Egypt. The Textus 
Receptus Manuscripts originated in Antioch, Syria, where the early Christian church was started the 
Paul and Barnabas. This is where Christians were first called Christians [Acts 11:26]. Let’s discuss 
the martyrs in the New Testament beginning in the book of Acts. But the New Testament Martyrs 
begin even before the book of Acts with the very forerunner of the LORD Jesus Christ. 

- 32AD – John the Baptist was martyred by being beheaded. 
- 33AD – Stephen was martyred by being stoned to death. 
- 45AD – James was martyred by beheading.  
- 54AD – Philip was martyred in crucifixion upside-down in Hierapolis in what is today 

eastern Turkey. 
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- 63AD – James Alpheus “James the Lesser” was martyred by being stoned, and then clubbed 
to death. 

- 64AD – Barnabas was martyred by being tied up, drug out of the city and burned alive at the 
stake. 

- 64AD – Mark was martyred  by having his flesh pulled off, flesh hooks were hooked to his 
flesh and he was dragged face down on the cobblestones streets. 

- 69AD – Peter was martyred by Nero by crucifixion upside-down. 
- 69AD – Paul was martyred by beheading. 
- 70AD – Andrew was martyred by being crucified upside-down on an Olive tree, then taken 

down and cast into a furnace of fire. 
- 93AD – Luke was martyred by being hung from an Olive tree. 

     The LORD has found a way to purify and preserve the written word, as the Bible states in Psalm 
12: 6-7. As the trying of the word, just like silver and gold is tried and purified in a furnace. When 
these metals are mined they must be purified, they do not come  out of the earth in their pure state.  
The common practice to purify by fire seven times is used, after each heating the dross will be 
shaved and skimmed off the top, because the fire cause the metals to melt, and all of their 
impurities will surface to the top.  

     After each process the metal-smith will shave and skim the dross, then polish the cooled metal so 
that a reflection can be seen. This process takes a great deal of time, effort and sweat. After the 
process has been completed seven times the metal is pure, and complete. Just as the LORD has 
processed, purified and preserved His written Word. The English Bible, it had to be purified seven 
times. 

1. THE TYNDALE BIBLE 
2. THE COVERDALE BIBLE 
3. THE MATTHEWS BIBLE 
4. THE GREAT BIBLE 
5. THE GENEVA BIBLE 
6. THE BISHOPS’ BIBLE 
7. THE AUTHORIZED VERSION 

 
     The Authorized Version, which is known as the King James Bible, has been tried by fire, just as 
silver is tried in the furnace of the earth. The English written word has been purified seven times 
and it all started with the work of the very first English Bible. St. Augustine lived around 500-600 
AD. Pope Gregory was the pope in the year of 597 AD when the Catholic Church became universal. 
It had been started with Origen and Constantine a few hundred years earlier. Under Pope Gregory 
the edict went out that heretics were to be tried with fire. The Catholic Church has never rescinded 
this order. 
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     Queen Isabella and King Ferdinand of Spain tried to stamp out the teachings of St. Augustine by 
having Christian followers burnt at the stake. The attitude was that people would have to come into 
the Catholic Church, taking that religion of they would have to face the sword. Somewhere between 
two to three million natives died at the hands of the Catholic Church when the Philippines were 
invaded by the Spaniards, because they refused to join the Catholic Church.  
     The same acts occurred in Peru, when the Spaniards occupied South America. During the Dark 
Ages the state of the church was the Church of Rome. It was against the law to have a Bible in the 
language of the people. It was during this time that fire wood became increasingly scarce because 
so many Christians were being burned at the stake. 
 

1. The Tyndale Bible:  

     The Tyndale Bible generally refers to the body of biblical translations by William Tyndale. 
Tyndale’s Bible is credited with being the first English translation to work directly from Hebrew 
and Greek texts. William Tyndale spoke seven different languages; he was a graduate of Cambridge 
and Oxford Universities. One day while walking he looked over in a field and saw a plowboy 
plowing; he thought that young boy does not even have a Bible. Tyndale looked up to heaven, 
praying to the LORD after this very educated man was moved by the Holy Spirit to start God’s work. 
He promised the LORD that he would get the Bible in the English language into the hands of the 
common man.  

     The chain of events that led to the creation of Tyndale’s New Testament started in 1522. It was in 
this year that Tyndale illegally acquired a copy of Martin Luther’s German New Testament. Tyndale 
was inspired by Luther’s work and immediately set out to imitate Luther’s work but in English. He 
made his purpose known to the Bishop of London at the time Cuthbert Tunstall. However Tunstall 
rejected Tyndale’s offer of creating an up-to-date modern English Bible. After this rejection Tyndale 
moved to the continent and ended up in Hamburg Germany where he completed his New 
Testament in 1524.  

     William Tyndale used the new advances in the art of printing there in Germany to mass produce 
the first English biblical translation. He then tried to smuggle Bibles into England. King Henry VIII 
was the King of England at that time; he said that the Tyndale Bible would never come into his 
kingdom. Two women were caught in a port city of England trying to smuggle these Bibles into the 
country in the hoops of their dresses. They were tied up and burned alive at the stake.  

     William Tyndale gave the world our first printed English Bible. He was captured and cast into the 
King’s dungeon for 18 months. It was cold and dark, he befriended a guard while serving his 
sentence and one day asked the guard if he could have a warmer cap, his woolen shirt, and a lamp. 
Tyndale then went back to work and translated the first five books of the Old Testament and the 
Book of Jonah. After his 18 month sentence was finished, members of the King’s court marched to 
the lower part of the dungeon. They secured William Tyndale and took him outside where he had a 
rope tied around his neck and hoisted up to be slowly strangled, and then burned at the stake. 
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     William Tyndale’s last words recorded, as he looked up from the flames into Heaven as he prayed 
to God were, “LORD, open the eyes of the King.” He was praying that the King of England would 
authorize the translation and printing of the Bible.  Remember, God buries His workers, but not His 
work! 

2. The Coverdale Bible:   

     Myles Coverdale was a 16th-century Bible translator who produced the first complete printed 
translation of the Bible into English. He studied at Cambridge (bachelor of canon law 1531), became 
priest at Norwich in 1514 and entered the convent of Austin friars at Cambridge, where Robert 
Barnes was prior in 1523 and probably influenced him in favor of Reform. When Barnes was tried 
for heresy in 1526, Coverdale assisted in his defense and shortly afterward left the convent and 
gave himself entirely to preaching. 

     By 1535 Myles Coverdale while in exile to the main land Europe completed and had published 
the entire English Bible. Coverdale returned to England, an outcast for defiance of the King’s orders 
not to translate the Bible and in violation of the Catholic Church’s rules and laws. Coverdale was not 
martyred however; he had all his possessions confiscated three different times. It is unknown the 
exact number of the Coverdale Bibles that were actually published, however it is known that only 
seventy to this day survived the fires. The last one sold was sold for $225,000. 

3. The Matthews Bible:  

     John Rogers lived from 1500 – 4 February 1555) he was a clergyman, Bible translator and 
commentator, and the first English Protestant martyr under Mary I of England. John Rogers was 
educated at the Guild School of St John the Baptist in Deritend, and at Pembroke Hall, Cambridge 
University, where he graduated B.A. in 1526. Between 1532 and 1534 he was rector of Holy Trinity 
the Less in the City of London. In 1534, Rogers went to Antwerp as chaplain to the English 
merchants of the Company of the Merchant Adventurers.  

     It was here that he met William Tyndale, under whose influence he abandoned the Roman 
Catholic faith, and married Antwerp native Adriana de Weyden (b. 1522, anglicized to Adrana Pratt 
in 1552) in 1537. After Tyndale's death, Rogers pushed on with his predecessor's English version of 
the Old Testament, which he used as far as 2 Chronicles, employing Myles Coverdale's translation 
(1535) for the remainder and for the Apocrypha. 

     John Rogers knew they the Queen of England had ordered the burning at the stake of Bible 
Translators, however he still continued his work until the entire Old and New Testaments were 
translated and the Apocrypha. John Rogers was captured and died a martyr’s death at Smithfield on 
4 February 1555. Thirteen people were burned alive at the stake that day, including five women. 

     “Bloody Mary” was the Queen of England, and she had sent the orders for John Rogers to be 
burned. John had a wife and eleven children, the Queen’s Court told John that if he would recant his 
faith in the LORD Jesus Christ and the Bible, he would be released and his life spared, he refused. 
They also offered him money and a high position within the court, he refused.  
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     Five other ministers were burned alive with him that day. It is recorded that in the flames John 
Rogers called out to God, saying, “Thanks be to God, I am counted worthy to suffer this shame for 
the name of Jesus and the Bible.” One of the older preachers, who had signed a recanting letter, was 
freed and followed the procession to Smithfield. After the ministers were chained to the stakes, the 
old preacher ran up, burned his recant statement, and leaped into the flames. 

     Christians, who were being persecuted in England, heard that there was freedom in Holland. 
These pilgrims left England and came to Holland. Some later came back to England and were 
persecuted again. They decided to leave England looking for a place where they could have freedom 
of worship and speech. They sold all their property, and pooled their money to hire a crew and ship 
called the Mayflower. 

4. The Great Bible:  

     The Great Bible or the Chained Bible was the first authorized edition of the Bible in English, 
authorized by King Henry VIII of England in 1539 to be read aloud in the church services of the 
Church of England.  

     The Great Bible was prepared by Myles Coverdale, working under commission of Sir Thomas 
Cromwell, Secretary to Henry VIII and Vicar General. In 1538, Cromwell directed the clergy to 
provide "one book of the bible of the largest volume in English, and the same set up in some 
convenient place within the said church that ye have care of, whereas your parishioners may most 
commodiously resort to the same and read it." 

     Although called the Great Bible because of its large size, it is known by several other names as 
well: the Cromwell Bible, since Thomas Cromwell directed its publication; Whitchurch's Bible after 
its first English printer; also the Chained Bible, since it was chained in "some convenient place 
within the said church". 

     At that time one page of the Bible was worth a pouch of Gold which was about 6 oz. It would be 
valued today over $8000.00. The Queen of England, “Bloody Mary” came on the throne and ordered 
the burning of the Tyndale, Coverdale and Matthews Bibles. She then ordered the Great Bible to be 
closed. She was afraid to burn it because it was the official Bible of the church. The Great Bible was 
shut up and chained to the pulpit of the Church.  

     In the town of Brentwood, William Hunter went into church during the week and opened and 
read aloud from the great Bible. He started doing this as often as he could until the day he was 
caught. He was ordered to be burned at the stake, for his crime of reading the Bible. There was no 
jail there in Brentwood so he was kept under guard at the Swan Inn.  Members of the Queen’s court 
brought to him a recant statement, saying that if he would sign and recant his faith in the LORD 
Jesus Christ and the Bible he would be set free, and the crime of reading from the Chained Bible 
would be pardoned, he refused. 

     An angry mob chained him to the stake. Historians say it was a cloudy, overcast day. In the flames 
William Hunter looked up, heavenward (as the martyr Stephen also did) and said, “LORD Jesus, 
Shine on me.” It is recorded that suddenly a brilliant beam of sunlight fell on the stake and he said, 
“Heaven is opening,” then he died. 



6 
 

The Trying of the Word by Fire     Grace Baptist Church 

5. The Geneva Bible:  

     The Geneva Bible is one of the most historically significant translations of the Bible into the 
English language, preceding the King James translation by 51 years. It was the primary Bible of the 
16th century Protestant movement and was the Bible used by William Shakespeare, Oliver 
Cromwell, John Milton, John Knox, John Donne, and John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim's Progress. It was 
one of the Bibles taken to America on the Mayflower, it was used by many English Dissenters, and it 
was still respected by Oliver Cromwell’s soldiers at the time of the English Civil War. 

     All of these Bibles flowed into in Authorized Version. In fact the King James Version Bible is 95% 
Tyndale Bible. The Tyndale, Coverdale, Matthews and The Great Bible were all illegal. They had not 
received the king’s authorization. The Geneva Bible was written in Geneva, Switzerland where 
many Christians had to flee because of the persecution of “Bloody Mary” in England. 

6. The Bishops Bible:  

     The Bishops' Bible was an English translation of the Bible produced under the authority of the 
established Church of England in 1568. It was substantially revised in 1572. It never had an official 
ceremony of authorization. However by the time it was published “Bloody Mary” the queen had 
been succeeded by Queen Elizabeth I, she was a protestant and known as “Good Queen Beth.” 
However don’t let the name fool you, she ordered the execution of many Christians.  

     John Foxe was a Puritan, who wrote “Foxe’s Book of Martyrs”, wrote a letter to the queen asking 
her not to kill these many Christians, but just to punish them. She replied saying that they all must 
die. The bishops deputed to revise the Apocrypha appear to have delivered very little, as the text in 
these books reproduce that of the Great Bible broadly the same. As the Apocrypha of the Great Bible 
was translated from the Latin Vulgate, the Bishops' Bible cannot strictly claim to have been entirely 
translated from the original tongues. 

7. The Authorized Version:  

     King James I of England, who authorized the translation of the now famous King James Bible, was 
considered by many to be one of the greatest, if not the greatest monarchs that England has ever 
seen. Through his wisdom and determination he united the warring tribes of Scotland into a unified 
nation, they then joined the two together, England and Scotland to form the foundation for the 
British Empire. The Hampton Court Conference was a meeting in January 1604, convened at 
Hampton Court Palace, for discussion between King James I of England and representatives of the 
Church of England, including leading English Puritans.  

     While the meeting was originally scheduled for November 1603, an outbreak of plague meant it 
was postponed until January. The conference was called in response to a series of requests for 
reform set down in the Millenary Petition by the Puritans, a document which supposedly contained 
the signatures of 1000 puritan ministers. The conference was set out in two main parties by James, 
one party of Archbishop John Whitgift and eight Bishops who represented the episcopacy, 
supported by eight deans and one archdeacon, and another party of four or five moderate Puritans.  
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     Many historians and contemporary religious radicals have speculated that James, after a 
consultation with Whitgift, had deliberately arranged to have moderate Puritan reformers attend 
the conference.  

     The de facto leader of the Puritans was John Rainolds, the president of Corpus Christi College, 
Oxford. There were three meetings over a period of three days. Soon after the conference, 
Archbishop John Whitgift died and the anti-Puritan Richard Bancroft, who had argued against the 
Puritans at Hampton Court, was appointed to the Seat of Canterbury, the King's fears led to 
demands that Puritan ministers adhere to each of the Thirty-Nine Articles. But the Hampton Court 
Conference also bore fruit for the Puritans, who insisted that man know God’s word without 
intermediaries, as it led to James's commissioning of that translation of the Christian Bible into the 
English vernacular, which would be known as the Authorized Version because it alone was 
authorized to be read in Churches. It is now commonly described as the King James Version.  

     Crucially, the King broadened a base of support, which under his predecessor Elizabeth I had 
been narrowed through harsh anti-Catholic laws, through his moderate and inclusive approach to 
the problems of English religion; while alienating the more extreme Puritan and Catholic elements 
of English Christianity. 

     One year before the Hampton Court Conference, King James I had put a plan into motion to start 
a translation for the authorized English Bible. At this time only the churches of England possessed 
Bibles in English, King James’ desire was that the common people should have the Bible in their 
native tongue. 

     In 1603, he called together 54 of History’s most learned men to accomplish a great task 
commissioned only by the King of England. These men then started fasting and praying for a period 
of three years, while the King went to work getting the support of the Church of England, Scottish 
Christians and the Puritans. These 54 men started their translation work in 1606, and for five years 
they labored with the completed work in 1611.  

     They used the original Hebrew manuscripts for the Old Testament Books and the Tyndale Bible 
as reference. They used the original Greek Textus Receptus manuscripts for the New Testament. 
For the Apocrypha the old Latin Manuscripts of 15 AD were used, and not the Latin Vulgate, that 
Jerome translated.  

     Upon the completion of all this work and the printing, the King James Version Bible was 
authorized. It has in fact produced more martyrs than any other Bible. Second would be the Geneva 
Bible. During the time of the Great Persecution Christians were being killed in England, Spain, 
France, Germany, Russia, Poland, as well as other countries. 

     John Calvin went to Geneva and preached on the streets. Then he preached in the Catholic 
cathedrals, he told the people there that if they would become Protestants he would be their pastor, 
they did. He also went into politics and attended a special council in Geneva. He proclaimed to the 
council that Christians for the LORD Jesus Christ were being killed all over the world, and insisted 
that the council and government make Geneva a free and neutral city.  
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     Calvin said that if the Christians abroad could make it to Geneva their soldiers would not allow 
the heretic hunters to come in and kill the Christians. Geneva was made a free city, and is still a free 
city to this day; it has affected history so much that countries still use this city of Geneva to 
negotiate. 

     Spanish Christians herd this wonderful news about a free city, and fled to Geneva. Their Bible 
was called the Volaro. Many French Christians also fled to Geneva, the French Bible was called the 
Olivetan. Pastor Deluxe in France was captured when witnessing for Jesus Christ when trying to 
leave for Geneva. He was burned at the stake. His wife while in morning was wearing black, and 
stood on the streets and started to witness for the LORD Jesus Christ. She was arrested and 
sentenced to be burned alive at the stake. She wore a white dress to her execution, while on the way 
to the stake, she was still witnessing for the LORD. Two French soldiers cut out her tongue and 
threw it on the ground. They ripped off her white dress and threw her head first into the flames. 

     It is believed that some 200,000 people were put to death in France, on the St. Bartholomew Day 
Massacre 10,000 Huguenots were beheaded in one day. They were tricked into coming to Paris 
were the soldiers massacred them on a bridge. Shortly after the massacre, three shiploads of people 
sailed from France in 1562. They landed south of Jacksonville, FL., between there and St. Augustine. 
They built Fort Caroline and lived there for more than ten years. Then the King of Spain, King Phillip 
sent Spaniards into the new world in 1572. These Spaniards landed near the settlement of Fort 
Caroline. They tried to force these Christians to become Catholic and the settlement as a whole 
refused. The Spanish soldiers beheaded more than 350 Huguenots, men, women and children. They 
were all buried in the Huguenot Cemetery in Florida. 

     To this day, it is estimated that since the time of the LORD Jesus Christ, between 55 and 65 
million Christians have been martyred for the Faith. Like said before in this writing, God buries His 
workers, but never His work! The King James Version Bible is the seventh version of the translated 
version into English. It is the first official Bible to be authorized by the King to be placed in the 
hands of the common man. But since, the more recent modern versions of the Bible go more hand in 
hand with the Anglican Church. The AV 1611 does not. The very first Bible to ever be printed and 
published in the English language in America was by Robert Aitken in 1782. It was the Authorized 
Version 1611 King James Bible. 

     Means that have been used since 1611 in an attempt to stamp out or stomp out the true written 
word of our LORD. There have been several friends, since the King James Version Bible. There are 
several of these that you must be very aware of.     

1. Challoner’s revision of the Douay-Rheims Bible 1752 
2. The Quaker Bible 1764 
3. Thompson’s Translated Bible 1808 
4. Joseph Smith’s Bible 1830 
5. Webster’s English Bible in 1833 
6. English Hexapla New Testament 1841 
7. The Illuminated Bible 1846 
8. The Young’s Literal Translation Bible 1862 
9. Julia E. Smith Parker Translation Bible 1876 
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10. English Revised Version of 1885 
11. The Darby Bible 1890 
12. American Standard Version (A.S.V.) in 1901 
13. New International Version (N.I.V.) 1973 
14. New King James Version 1982 

     My friend these are just some means that have been used over the years to stomp out the Word 
of God since 1611. Now some of these Bibles are good, but there are others that you need to know 
about and be aware of. And just remember Psalm twelve verses six and seven. 

Psalm 12:6-7  

6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 

7 Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. 

 

 


