
2 Peter 2:1-3:13 

Resist False Teachers for Your Hope in Christ 

Resist false teachers so that you can live holy lives in light of your hope in Christ. 

1. False teachers deny the ultimate authority of Christ in pursuit of their own desires. 

a. 2:1—“Secretly” – subtle departures from the truth 

b. Deny Christ’s Authority: 2:1—“Denying the Master who bought them”—phenomenological 

language; they made a profession of faith, thus appeared to be “bought” by Christ, yet they 

deny Him in reality—“Master”  (G. despotes) emphasizes lordship of Christ 

c. Pursue Own Desires: 2:2-3—“follow their own sensuality”; “in their greed”; 2:10— “those 

who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority”; 2:14—“they have hearts 

trained for greed” 

2. False teachers deceive the weak by charisma and enticement. 

a. Charisma: 2:10b-13—“bold and willful”; “blaspheming about matters of which they are 

ignorant”; “revel in the daytime”; 2:18-19—“speaking loud boasts of folly”; “they promise 

freedom”; 3:3—“scoffers . . . scoffing” 

b. Enticement: 2:13-18—“eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin”—cf. adulterous woman of 

Proverbs 7; “They entice unsteady souls”; like Balaam who taught Balak how to seduce the 

Israelites into idolatry through indiscriminate marriage; “they entice by sensual passions of 

the flesh those who are barely escaping from those who live in error”; note that they prey 

on the weak  

c. Deceive by distortion of reality: 3:4-7—they deny: i) God as Creator by Word (3:5); ii) 

judgment of the flood (3:6); iii) eschatological judgment (3:7); 3:8-10—they misinterpret 

God’s patience as apathy 

3. False teachers deliver empty promises that are destructive heresies. 

a. Empty Promises: 2:17—“waterless springs and mists driven by a storm”; 2:19—“They 

promise freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption.” 

b. Destructive Heresies 

i. Destructive of False Teachers: 2:1—“bringing upon themselves swift destruction”; 2:3—

“their condemnation . . . not idle, and their destruction is not asleep”; 2:4-10—three 

examples of God’s judgment: angels who sinned (2:4); ancient world in flood (2:5); 

Sodom and Gomorrah (2:6-10); 2:12-13—“like irrational animals . . . born to be caught 

and destroyed . . . will also be destroyed in their destruction, suffering wrong as the wage 

for their wrongdoing”’ 2:14—“accursed children!” (people defined by being cursed or 

bringing a curse or both); 2:17—“for them the gloom of utter darkness has been 

reserved”; 2:19—“slaves of corruption” 

ii. Destructive of Those Seduced by Them: 2:20-22—“For it would have been better for 

them never to have known the way of righteousness than after knowing it to turn back 

from the holy commandment delivered to them.”—Apostasy is not “losing salvation”, but 

demonstrating that one’s profession of faith was an empty profession, devoid of true 



repentance and faith.  Notice that the gospel is described as “the holy commandment.”  

Peter repudiates the peddling of Christ apart from repentance. 

iii. Destructive of Worship of Christ: 2:2—“because of them the way of truth will be 

blasphemed”; 2:13—“They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while 

they feast with you.” (“feast” is Lord’s Supper, often celebrated in conjunction with a 

“love feast”); 2:15-16—Balaam seduced Israel into idolatry 

4. Resist false teachers by your hope in Christ. 

a. 3:9—What seems to be a delay in the realization of your hope is really God’s patience 

toward His people. 

b. 3:11—“since all these things are thus to be dissolved”—implications of eschatology 

i. 3:11—lives of holiness and godliness 

ii. 3:12—longing for the day of God 

iii. 3:12—hastening toward the day of God 

c. Don’t be entangled by the defilements of the world, but arouse your longing for new 

heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells—the Lord our Righteousness! 

Increasing Discernment for the Love of God 

Hebrews 5:14 “But solid food is for the mature, for those who have their powers of discernment training 

by constant practice to distinguish good from evil.” 

1. You must be born again.  The new birth gives us a renewed nature to delight in God and His 

truth.  Without the new birth our minds and thoughts are enslaved to the passions of the flesh.  

Romans 8:7 “The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s 

law; indeed, it cannot.”  1 Corinthians 2:14 “The natural person does not accept the things of 

the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them because they 

are spiritually discerned.”  Stephen Charnock wrote, “There must be an enmity against Satan put 

into our hearts, according to the first promise, before we can have an enmity against his imps, 

or anything [including false teaching] that is like him.” 

2. Pray for wisdom. James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives 

generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.”  Proverbs 2:6 “For the LORD gives 

wisdom; from His mouth come knowledge and understanding.” 1 Corinthians 2:13 “And we 

impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual 

truths to those who are spiritual.” 

3. Replace idle thoughts with thoughts of Christ.  “Empty minds are the fittest subjects for 

extravagant fooleries” (Charnock). 

4. Read and study the Bible.  “The Lord never says, ‘Stop thinking about My Word; I’ll tell you what 

it says’” (John Piper).  2 Timothy 2:7 “Think over what I say, for the Lord will give you 

understanding in everything.”  Note that the ground for thinking is the Lord’s gracious giving.  

God’s grace does not hinder our effort, but makes it possible and profitable.  (Proverbs 2:1-6; 

4:7) Hebrews 5:13 “For everyone who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of righteousness, 

since he is a child.” 



5. Elevate your reading.  Poor thinking is sin.  God gave you a mind.  You are His steward of that 

mind.  Do you want the Master to look at the return on your mental investment and say, “Thou 

wicked and slothful servant!” (Matthew 25:26)?  To discern truth from error you must train your 

powers of discernment.  Recommended Reading: 

a. Good Theology: Michael Horton, Pilgrim Theology 

b. Church History: S. M. Houghton, Sketches from Church History 

c. Historical Theology: Louis Berkhof, The History of Christian Doctrines 

d. Worldview: Francis Schaeffer, The God Who is There; Escape from Reason; He is There 

and He is not Silent 

e. Reading: Mortimer Adler, How to Read a Book 

6. Identify stumbling blocks in your life and repent.  Sin in your life is a hook for false teachers. 

7. Make Truth the bit, bridle, reins and spurs of your emotions.  False teachers appeal to the 

emotions.  Bring your emotions to the Word of Truth. 

8. Relate all knowledge to the glory of God.  “To treat any subject without reference to God’s 

glory is not scholarship but insurrection” (Piper). 

9. Love God with your mind.  Knowledge and ignorance of God are moral matters.  Suppression of 

truth is sin and rebellion against God.  Jesus said that the first and great commandment is “You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind” 

(Matthew 22:37).  The Puritan, Thomas Goodwin, in “The Vanity of Thoughts” wrote, “Indeed, 

thoughts and affections are the mutual causes of each other: ‘Whilst I mused, the fire burned’ 

(Psalm 39:3); so that thoughts are the bellows that kindle and inflame affections; and then if 

they are inflamed they cause thoughts to boil.” 


