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THE BOTTOM LINE OF THANKSGIVING 

Colossians 1:9-14 

Thanksgiving (v11b-12a) is like the fulcrum of a seesaw, that links the two 
parts of this text: 

What you PRAY FOR to experience  ^  what you HAVE secure in Christ  
 
I. What you pray for, ending in thanksgiving: v9-11 

 A. Begin with knowledge of His ways & will (v9) 

  Being FULL of this 

 B. Your life transformed by that—3 images: (v10) 

  1. Scale: Equilibrium of knowledge & life 

  2. Lover: Everything to please Him 

  3. Fruit tree: Evident fruit of Spirit 

 Fuller knowledge of Him 

 C. Your attitude transformed by that, so you are 

  1. Empowered by the might of His Glory in Life’s troubles (that make 
you anything but thankful!) 

   
• Joyful Endurance: not quit when you feel like it 
• Joyful Patience: not lose it when stressed 

 
 Why?  Because you see the Big Picture and are thankful 
 
II. What you have secure, which prompts thanksgiving: v12-14 

 No matter the circumstances here, you have: 

 A. New _______________ 

  1. Rescued: v13 

  2. Redeemed: v14 
   Purchased as with a ransom 
 
  3. Forgiven: v14 
   Your sins will never be held against you! 
 
  Do you have and treasure this new life? 
 



 B. New ____________________ 

  1. Transferred out of the dominion (lit: authority) of Darkness: v13 

  2. Into the Kingdom of the Son He loves: v13 

  3. Into the Kingdom of Light: v12 
   The place of His holy ones (including you!) 
 
  Do you feel the freedom from bondage and delight of living in this 

new Realm? 
 
 C. New ____________________ 

  1. Father: v12 
   Your Father.  A perfect Father 
 
  2. Giving you an inheritance that He has fully qualified you to 

receive: 12 
   Your wildest dreams could never grasp what it will be like 
 
  3. You are part of the Kingdom of the Son He loves 
   This is not a Land of numbers and longing to be noticed 
   You are precious to Him, but what will be far more important to 

you is the Son He loves—who you will love too, so your greatest 
delight will be to please Him in everything (v10) 

 
  Have you begun to taste of this new relationship with God as Father, 

and look forward to your inheritance in His Home on That Day? 
 
These are the foundational reasons for Thanksgiving 
Nothing can take them away from you (cf. I Peter 1:3-6). 
So when you think about why you can be thankful this year, do not start 

with what is so temporal.  Start with this legacy! 
 
If you simply are not moved by this, come before God and ask Him to open 

your eyes until you see. 
 


