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I. Introduction
A. Review 
B. V.128

II. V.19 “Yet a little while and the world does no longer behold me. But, you behold me 
because I go and you will live.”

A. “Yet in a little while…”
1. Jesus’ time frame here is important. 
2. What does this mean? 

B. The big picture is that Jesus is teaching the disciples of the “meantime” between His 
presence among them then, and His presence among them in the future. 
1. In the meantime, between His two “presences” they are to obey Him.
2. They are to obey expectantly looking forward to His coming again. 

C. Meanwhile, we are in labor again, and we grieve, weep and are in pain. 
1. However, the Lord is coming back and then our grief will be turned to joy. 
2. This is also the time frame of the Holy Spirit as well. 

D. In the meantime, He will come to us and abide in us. 
1. So, Jesus is teaching these men what He expects in the meantime!! 

E. “Yet in a little while…in that day…” 
1. In between, you wait, work and walk in the Spirit. 
2. According to v. 28, Jesus is going to the Father. 

a) He is going to the Father and leaving the 11 to be in the world. 
b) Therefore, while left in the world, the disciples have responsibilities. 

3. Those responsibilities are summed up in v. 20 “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments.” 

F. Therefore, to obey Jesus Christ is the duty of the believer in this age between His two 
comings. 

G. The rest of the verse also helps. 

H. “The world no longer beholds Me…”
1. This is another way of saying, “I am leaving this world.”

a) John 16:16-30 = explanation.
b) Jesus has been talking of going to be with the Father. 

(1)The disciples deliberate among themselves about what this means, “A 
little while…”

(2)They couldn’t figure it out. 

c) The age of Messiah is closing. 
d) He came to His own and His own received Him not (John 1:15).

2. He came to His kingdom and was cut off with nothing. 
3. He came to save sinners, He is leaving with only a few. 

I. The Lord is leaving and the remains work is to reside in the lives of these men 
and them alone. 
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1. Acts 1:1
2. Remember, Jesus said, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of 

men.” (Matthew 4:18-19).

J. Now, that work is still not done. 
1. What will it take in order to make them such?
2. Jesus must go away, send the Holy Spirit, and they must be strengthened. 

K. “Because I go away you live.”

1. His going away to be with the Father will confirm their eternal life. 

2. This is meant to be tremendous comfort. 

a) Because He lives they will live.
b) Because He will be raised from the dead, they will be raised from the 

dead. 

3. Paul wrote:

Romans 6:4–5, 8-9
4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so 
that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with 
Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of 
His resurrection,

8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with 
Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to 
die again; death no longer is master over Him.

4. These men must minister in faith-looking forward to His coming. 

16 “A little while, and you will no longer see Me; and again a little while, 
and you will see Me.”

John 16:16–23 
16 Μικρὸν καὶ οὐκέτι θεωρεῖτέ με, καὶ πάλιν μικρὸν καὶ 

ὄψεσθέ με. 

a) Why is this significant for the disciples?
b) Jesus picks up on this phrase again and teaches further on it. Why?
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c) John 14:19 
19 After a little while the world will no longer see Me, but you will see 
Me; because I live, you will live also.

John 14:19 
19 ἔτι μικρὸν καὶ ὁ κόσμος με οὐκέτι θεωρεῖ, ὑμεῖς δὲ θεωρεῖτέ με, ὅτι ἐγὼ 
ζῶ καὶ ὑμεῖς ζήσετε.

5. In comparison, the only thing missing is the “yet.”
6. Otherwise, it is the same phrase. 

L. What is the “little while”?
1. It must be what is compared to child birth in vv. 16:20-22

John 16:20–22 
20 Truly, truly, I say to you, that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; 
you will grieve, but your grief will be turned into joy. 21 Whenever a woman is in 
labor she has pain, because her hour has come; but when she gives birth to the 
child, she no longer remembers the anguish because of the joy that a child has 
been born into the world. 22 Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you 
again, and your heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.

III. V.20 “You will know in that day, that I (am) in My Father, and you (are) in Me!, and I 
(am) in you all.”

A. “In that day” = 16:23, 26 - that day when they can speak to the Father directly.

1. Other adverbs used of time: “now” 14:29; “no longer” 15:15; “but now” 16:5; 
“but when” 16:13; “until now” 16:24; “now” 17:5; “…no longer…” 17:11; “while” 
17:12; “but now” 17:13;  

2. When will they see Him again?

John 16:22–23 
22 Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your heart 
will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you.23 “In that day you 
will not question Me about anything. Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the 
Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you.

IV. “In that day” = the day they see Him again. 

A. Jesus says that the day they see Him again, they will “know” something. 
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B. First off, what is this “knowing” ?1

1. This knowing is coming to understand, ascertain, intelligently comprehend. 

2. It is to know deeply, understand intimately, comprehend extensively.

C. What is Jesus saying? 

1. Given the context, He must be saying that right now you don’t know these 
things. 

2. But, “in that day,” you will know extensively:

a) I am in My Father

b) You are in Me.

c) I am in you. 

3. Currently, they don’t understand these things. 

a) In that day, everything will be made clear. 

b) This is why we continue to learn. 

4. There is the assumption that there is much to learn, understand, and 
teach. 

5. However, we won’t know everything until we see Him again. 

D. Jesus had mentioned to them in 14:1-3 that He is going away and then 
coming back for them. 

1. This is tremendous comfort-the comfort of faith. 

2. They must patiently work in faith and hope in the Lord in order to 
effectively carry out His purposes. 

 γινώσκω    impf. ἐγίνωσκον; fut. mid. γνώσομαι; 2aor. ἔγνων; pf. ἔγνωκα; pf. pass. 1

ἔγνωσμαι; 1aor. pass. ἐγνώσθην; 1fut. pass. γνωσθήσομαι; (1) of intelligent 
comprehension know, come to understand, ascertain (LU 8.10); (2) with a person as the 
object know, be acquainted with (2C 5.16); (3) as learning something through sense 
perception learn of, become aware of, find out, perceive (MK 5.29); (4) euphemistically 
have sexual intercourse (MT 1.25); (5) of recognition of a claim acknowledge, recognize 
(MT 7.23); (6) of certainty gained through experience know, come to know, be sure of; 
(a) of a thing (JN 8.32); (b) of a person (JN 2.24; 1J 2.3)
 Friberg, T., Friberg, B., & Miller, N. F. (2000). Analytical lexicon of the Greek New Testament 
(Vol. 4, p. 99). Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books.
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1 Thessalonians 1:2–4 
2 We give thanks to God always for all of you, making mention of you in 

our prayers; 3 constantly bearing in mind your work of faith and labor of love 
and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the presence of our 
God and Father, 4 knowing, brethren beloved by God, His choice of you;

E. This is the only way to minister. 
1. That is, ministry in this world is only done right when it is down specifically 
as a “work of faith, labor of love, steadfastness of hope in the Lord Jesus 
Christ.”

2. To minister any other way, for any other reason, by any other motive is not 
acceptable service. 

F. So, we have hope too. 

1. We can constantly work in the world in hope.

Romans 8:24–25 
24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who 
hopes for what he already sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, with 
perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

2. We are not hoping in results, mind you, but hoping in the Lord=seeing Him 
again. 

3. Meanwhile we work. 

V. V.21 “That one, the one having My commandments and keeping them, He is the one 
loving Me.  Yet/but/still the one loving me He will be loved by My Father, and I will 
love him and I will manifest Myself to him.”

A. Why did Jesus say this? 

B. Given the context, it would seem that the Lord is teaching concerning ministry during the 
interim of His first coming and His coming for the church. 

1. How will they know if they, or any other disciple, loves Jesus Christ? 
2. They only, only way they know is if that disciple is obeying the Lord’s 

commandments. 

C. This obedience is the only evidence of regeneration. 
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1. “Having My commandments: = possessing them. 
a) This is knowing them and learning them.

2. “Keeping My commandments” = doing them in order to preserve them. 
a) This is obeying these commandments and in doing that it preserves them for each 

generation. 

D. Next week, I will teach a singular sermon on the Bible’s instructions to us for obedience. 
They are extensive and demand our complete focus and attention. 

E. However, notice the next part of the verse. 
1. There is a direct and powerful correlation between having and keeping Jesus’ 

commandments and loving Him. 

2. Herein is a formula for beginning to understand the cryptic saying that “I am in the 
Father, the Father is in Me, I am in you.”

a) Notice a few things:

(1)The same ideas of reciprocity are present. 

(2)The Father, the Son, the believer. 

b) In short, the union of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit is a union of love. 
(1)They are “in” each other in love. 
(2)They are “in” each other in love because of their union as God. 
(3)They exercise their union by means of love. 

c) Holy, righteous, authoritative and submissive love. 

3. The Father expresses His love by means of loving authority to which the Son and the 
Holy Spirit willingly, in love, submit and obey. 

a) This is not because of inferiority, but because of union and love. 

b) Consider:

(1)John 10:37; 14:7-11, 13.
(2)esp. John 17:20-26
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