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1 John 3:13-21  Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.  14  We know that we have 
passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother 
abideth in death.  15  Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.  16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because 
he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.  17  But 
whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels 
of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?  18  My little children, let us 
not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.  19  And hereby we know that 
we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before him.  20  For if our heart condemn 
us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all things.  21  Beloved, if our heart 
condemn us not, then have we confidence toward God. 
   
13 Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you. 
 

Hate: Strong’s G3404 miseō From a primary word μῖσος misos (hatred); to detest 
(especially to persecute); by extension to love less: - hate (-ful).  

 
This verse reminds us that (from verse 12) Cain (the world) hated Abel (you) without cause. 
 
Jesus explains that the world’s hatred of us is because he has chosen us. 
 

John 15:18-19  If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye were of the 
world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you 
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 

 
And hatred of Jesus is hatred of his father. 
 

John 15:21-24 But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know 
not him that sent me. If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they 
have no cloke for their sin. He that hateth me hateth my Father also. If I had not done among 
them the works which none other man did, they had not had sin: but now have they both seen 
and hated both me and my Father. 

 
Though we know we will be hated, Jesus commands that we love our enemies. 
 

Matthew 5:43-48  Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate 
thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be 
the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on 
the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what 
reward have ye? do not even the publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye 
more than others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is 
in heaven is perfect. 

 
It is a sign of God’s children that they love their enemies. 
 
Even more so that they love one another. 
 
14  We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the 
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death. 15  Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer: and ye know that no murderer hath eternal life abiding in 
him. 
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Love of the brethren... 
 
...is taught us by God. 

1 Thessalonians 4:9  But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you: for ye 
yourselves are taught of God to love one another. 

 
...is evidence of the Spirit in us, but not all. 

Romans 8:5-9 For they that are after the flesh do mind the things of the flesh; but they that are 
after the Spirit the things of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace. Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the law of God, 
neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh cannot please God. But ye are not in the 
flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. 

 
Eternal life is... 
 
...of God’s choosing and God’s gifting for the purpose of knowing the Father and the Son. 

John 17:1-3 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is 
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all 
flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. And this is life 
eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent. 

 
...revealed in the good news of Jesus Christ. 

1 Timothy 7-10  For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but 
be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God; Who hath saved us, 
and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but according to his own purpose 
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began, But is now made manifest 
by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath 
brought life and immortality to light through the gospel: 

 
16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we 
ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
 
Jesus gave us the supreme example of laying down our life for our brethren. We understand 
God’s love only when we understand the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
 

John 10:14 I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father 
knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I 
have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall 
be one fold, and one shepherd. Therefore doth my Father love me, because I lay down my life, that 
I might take it again. No man taketh it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again. This commandment have I received of my Father. 

 
Laying down our life for our brethren is the greatest expression of our love for them. 
 

John 15:13  Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 
 
Sacrificial living is to be a normal state with us. 
 

Romans 12:1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies 
a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. 
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17  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in 
him? 18  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed 
and in truth.  
 
John turns the doctrinal (Jesus’s sacrifice for us) into the practical (our sacrifice (love) for each 
other). 
 
The love of the brethren is active evidence that we are walking in the light. 
 

1 John 2:9-11 He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his brother, is in darkness even until now. 
He that loveth his brother abideth in the light, and there is none occasion of stumbling in him. But he 
that hateth his brother is in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth not whither he 
goeth, because that darkness hath blinded his eyes. 

 
God expects more from us in response to his love for us. True religion (worship) is exemplified 
in active love for the brethren, not just in words alone. 
 

James 1:27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the 
fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep himself unspotted from the world. 
 
James 2:15-16 If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, And one of you say unto 
them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things 
which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 

 
Everything we do must be done with love in consideration of the love given to us. 
 

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not 
charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of 
prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so 
that I could remove mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my 
goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it 
profiteth me nothing. Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth 
not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not 
easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. Charity never 
faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; 
whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. But 
when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. When I was a child, 
I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, I put away 
childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also I am known. And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity. 
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19  And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before 
him. 20  For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth 
all things. 21  Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence 
toward God.  
 
We can have confidence toward God, rather than relying upon our heart (or conscience) to 
reveal the truth, when we demonstrate true love for one another. 
 

Romans 12:10 Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honour preferring 
one another; 
 
Romans 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to love one another: for he that loveth another hath 
fulfilled the law. 
 
Romans 15:7 Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of God. 
 
Romans 15:14 And I myself also am persuaded of you, my brethren, that ye also are full of 
goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another. 
 
Galatians 6:2 Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 

 
Colossians 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have a 
quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 
 
Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in 
your hearts to the Lord. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:18 Wherefore comfort one another with these words.  
 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as 
also ye do. 
 
Hebrews 3:13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be 
hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 
 
Hebrews 10:24-25 And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
 
1 Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto 
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently: 
 

Summary: 
 

• The world hates us because we are chosen out of the world. 

• We are to love our enemies in the world even though we are hated by the world. 

• Love of one another is evidence of God’s works of salvation and sanctification in us. 

• Our love for one another is to be a self-sacrificial love. 

• Our love for one another is to be both in-word and in-deed (doctrinal and practical). 

• Love (charity) for another is to be the foundation for all of our works both inward and 
outward. 


