
 
 

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 7-24-16 AM NOTES 
“IT’S ALL ABOUT THE CHURCH” 

MATTHEW 16:13-19 
 
 
Ephesians 5:25b “…Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” 
 
 
 
I.       The Confession (vv. 13-17) 
 
 

A. The First Question (vv. 13-14) 
 
 
B. The Second Question (vv. 15-16) 
 
 

John 10:30 “I and the Father are one." 
 
 

C. The Source of the Answer (v. 17) 
 
 
 
II.      The Church (vv. 18-19) 
 

Ekklesia – Church  
 
 
A. The Foundation of the Church (v. 18a) 
 
 

1. Peter Is the Rock 
 

Ephesians 2:20 “having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone.” 
 

 
2. Peter’s Confession Is the Rock  
 

“The faith that was expressed by him [Peter] was the rock upon which He [Jesus] 
would build His church.”                                        
– R. V. G. Tasker 

 
 

3. Christ Himself Is the Rock 
 

Petros – a small stone 
 
 



 

 
It’s All About the Church 

 2 
 

 
 

Petra – bedrock, a rocky mountain, a large stone 
 
 
1 Peter 2:4-8 “And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by 
men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God,  you also, as living stones, are 
being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For this is contained in 
Scripture: ‘Behold, I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he 
who believes in Him will not be disappointed.’ This precious value, then, is for you 
who believe; but for those who disbelieve, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, 
this became the very corner stone,’ and, ‘A stone of stumbling and a rock of 
offense’; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this 
doom they were also appointed.” 
 
 
1 Corinthians 3:11 “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is 
laid, which is Jesus Christ.” 
 
 
The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
She is His new creation, by Spirit and the Word: 
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride, 
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died. 

- Samuel Stone 
 
 

B. The Builder of the Church (v. 18b) 
 
 

Acts 2:47b “And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being 
saved.” 

 
 

C. The Invincibility of the Church (v. 18c) 
 
 
D. The Authority of the Church (v. 19) 
 
 

Matthew 16:19 "I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever you bind on 
earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been 
loosed in heaven." 
 
 
 
Revelation 1:5 “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the 
ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His 
blood.” 
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First Baptist Church Powell 7 24 2016 AM 

Non-Series Sermon: It’s All About the Church 

Matthew 16:13-19 

 

When we look at the headquarters of large businesses, athletic stadiums or arenas, 

government buildings, and even denominational headquarters, the local church seems 

rather insignificant. I submit to you that the church of Jesus Christ (not the buildings) is 

the most powerful and important entity on earth. When it comes to ultimate importance, 

Microsoft, Apple, Toyota, and Amazon are like a home based crafts business compared 

to the church. 

  

The church is way more than an organization, but there is no organization, no business 

that comes anywhere close to the church in importance. I love the church! I especially 

love this local manifestation of the church called First Baptist Church of Powell. My wife 

and the other pastors will tell you how perplexed and hurt I get when people leave this 

church because they are upset over something. I don’t understand why anybody would 

leave it. Most of the greatest people I have ever known are now in this church or were in 

it before they went to heaven. I’m not trying to compare it to other local churches; I’m 

just saying that I love this local body of Christ.  

 

However, I know that there is One who loves this church more than I do. Ephesians 

5:25b: “…Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her.” There is something 

suspect about a person who says, “I am a Christian; I love Jesus Christ, but I want 

nothing to do with His bride, His body, the object of His love – the church!” I’ll just 

bluntly state it: I believe that if a person has no affection for the church of Jesus Christ 

and no desire to assemble with other Christians, they are likely not a Christian. I know 

that people get hurt in the church. I’ve been hurt! Every staff member and every member 

who’s been here for a while could say the same thing. The church is the family of God 

and family members sometimes hurt one another, but a real family forgives one another 

and would never think of leaving their family.  

 

As I look at the New Testament and what it says about the church, I believe that it is the 

plan of God to carry on His kingdom work on earth through the church. When the 

Apostle Paul went on his missionary journeys, he didn’t establish hospitals, orphanages, 

clubs, or various ministries; he established churches. It is God’s plan that the church then 

establishes hospitals, orphanages, etc. I believe that God’s work is to be carried on 

primarily through the church. There are today thousands of Christian organizations that 

are raised up to do Christian work. They are called “para-church organizations.” The 

prefix “para” means “alongside.” Because of the failure of the church, God has raised up 

some of these organizations to aid the church and come under the authority of the church. 

However, these organizations often become substitutes for the church or even “anti-

church” organizations. 

  

Let me say it again, God’s plan is to do His kingdom work here on earth through local 

New Testament churches. Because of God’s plan, the church is the most powerful entity 
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on earth. This explains our missions’ strategy; we are all about planting and strengthening 

churches. 

  

In our text, Jesus has taken his disciples to the northern city of Caesarea Philippi. They 

were just months away from the cross and Jesus is, in a sense, giving them their final 

examination. 

 

I.  The Confession (v 13-17) 
Christianity is Christ. Christian principles, Christian ethics or morality apart from Christ 

are futile. Because Christianity is not a system of ethics but a relationship with a person, 

it is vital that we are accurate about who Jesus really is. The Bible speaks in 2 

Corinthians 11:4 of those who proclaim “another Jesus.” They spell His name the same 

and even take Bible verses and apply them to Him, but their Jesus is an imposter. I am 

speaking of the Jesus of the cults, the Jesus of false religions, and even the Jesus of some 

who are identified outwardly with a true church, but don’t know the true Jesus.  

A.   The First Question (v 13-14) 
Jesus is not concerned with what others think (especially the religious leaders). He is 

setting the disciples up for the next question. The answers are interesting. Some said that 

He was John the Baptist come back from the dead. Back in chapter 14 of Matthew we are 

told that Herod had wondered if that is who Jesus was. John’s role was to prepare the way 

for the Messiah. 

  

Some said Elijah. Why Elijah? He was considered the foremost Old Testament prophet, 

so this was a compliment. He, like John was associated with preparing for the coming of 

the Messiah. The last verses of Malachi prophesied the return of Elijah (Malachi 4:5-6).  

Still others said Jeremiah. Perhaps this was because of his compassion and tears, but 

likely it was tied to the tradition that Jeremiah had taken the Ark of the Covenant and the 

altar of incense out of the Temple before it was destroyed by the Babylonians and had 

hidden them on Mount Nebo. The tradition said that before the Messiah came, Jeremiah 

would return and restore these important articles to the Temple.  

 

All of these speculations had to do with Jesus preparing the way for the Messiah, but 

none dealt with the possibility that He actually was the Messiah. It seems that Jesus 

didn’t match up with anyone’s Messianic expectations. This answer also makes it clear 

that it was futile to take a poll to determine who Jesus was! Some were so vague that they 

just gave the general answer, “He must be one of the prophets.” 

B.   The Second Question (v 15-16) 
This is the important question. It doesn’t matter who others say that He is; who do you 

say that He is? The implication is that Peter answered for the others. Peter’s answer did 

two things: It identified Jesus as the Messiah, the one who was to reign forever on His 

ancestor David’s throne. “Christ” is the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew “Messiah.” The 

masses only saw Him as one preparing for the Messiah, but his disciples saw who He 

really was. He was the long awaited Messiah. 
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The second thing that Peter’s answer did was to identify Jesus as being deity. This 

confession was that Jesus was no mere man but God Himself who has come to save his 

people. In the Greek text, this confession is even more powerful. It is only ten words, but 

it contains four definite articles. It literally says: “You are the Christ, the Son of the God, 

the living One.” 

  

The word “Son” is not referring to biological origin; it is referring to oneness in essence. 

A son (as it is used in referring to Jesus) is one in nature with his Father. It includes what 

Jesus said in John 10:30: “I and the Father are one.” This is the most complete confession 

of who Jesus is up to this point. Anyone who denies that Jesus is “very God of very God” 

(as one of the creeds puts it) is not saved because they have believed in another Jesus.  

C.  The Source of the Answer (v 17) 
The truth of the person of Christ is not perceived with logic alone, but with supernatural 

revelation. There is a supernatural enabling required to open a person’s eyes to see Christ 

as He is and to believe. When we share the Gospel with others, we can be confident that 

our success in the task is not dependent on our eloquence and persuasive powers to get 

them to see the true Jesus (“The Christ, the Son of the God, the living One”). We go with 

the confidence that the One who revealed this truth to Peter, and these first disciples, will 

reveal it to those who eyes are blinded and spiritually dead in their trespasses and sins. 

That’s how we witness to anyone with confidence. It is the responsibility of God to open 

blind eyes and reveal the truth about Jesus.  

 

II.  The Church (v 18-19) 
These verses are foundational to Christianity. They are also controversial. The Roman 

Catholic Church bases their doctrine of the pope on this passage. Even non-Catholics 

have a great deal of disagreement about what these key verses are teaching. In these 

verses we see the very first mention of the word church in the New Testament. The word 

translated church here is the Greek word ekklesia. It is used some 114 times in the New 

Testament. It literally means “the called out ones.” Three times in the New Testament it 

is used of a secular gathering; twelve times it speaks of the entire body of Christ 

(sometimes called the universal or invisible church), and about ninety-nine times it refers 

to a local congregation that has been called out of the world to Christ and meets together, 

has leaders, and participates in the ordinances. Let’s look at this passage that is 

fundamental to understanding the church and God’s plan for the church.  

A.  The Foundation of the Church (v 18a) 
The Roman Catholic Church says that the church is built upon Peter and that he is given 

authority over the church and that authority is passed down to the popes. I can tell you 

without hesitation that this is not what this passage is teaching. Having rejected the 

traditional Roman Catholic interpretation (we’ll give more specific reasons for that later), 

let’s look at the three primary interpretations among evangelical Christians and I will tell 

you the one that I believe is correct.  

1.   Peter is the rock – Those evangelical scholars who interpret it this way 
certainly reject the Roman Catholic view that Peter was the first pope and 
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the head of the church, but admit that Peter was the rock that Jesus spoke 
about here. These evangelical scholars teach that Peter was the rock in 
that he was the first to make this confession and thus along with the other 
apostles and prophets became the foundation for the church (Ephesians 
2:20: “having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone”). This is the view of scholars 
like D. A. Carson and William Hendriksen.  

2.   Peter’s confession is the rock – Probably a majority of Protestant 
scholars teach this view. The foundation of the church is that confession 
that Peter made. R. V. G. Tasker wrote, “The faith that was expressed by 
him [Peter] was the rock upon which he [Jesus] would build his church.” 
[Quoted in James Boice’s Commentary on Matthew, page 305] That was also the 
view of many of the early Catholic church leaders such as Chrysostom 
(347-407), Gregory of Nyssa (330-394), and others.  

3.   Christ is the rock – While I certainly see the reasoning on the other 
two views, this is the view that I believe best fits the text. Let’s do a little 
Greek lesson. When Jesus says “You are Peter,” the Greek word for Peter 
is petros which is the Greek word for a small stone. The word translated 
“rock” is petra that means bedrock, a rocky mountain, or a large stone. 
Jesus was using a play on words with Peter’s name. He was comparing 
Peter (a small stone) to the huge foundation stone on which the church 
would be built. That huge stone was Jesus Himself. There is much 
evidence for this interpretation. It seems that this was the way that Peter 
understood what Jesus said. In 1 Peter 2:4-8:  

   And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected 
by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of God, you also, 
as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy 
priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God 
through Jesus Christ. For this is contained in Scripture: “Behold, 
I lay in Zion a choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he who 
believes in Him will not be disappointed.” This precious value, 
then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, “The 
stone which the builders rejected, this became the very corner 
stone,” and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offense”; for 
they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to 
this doom they were also appointed.  

Peter never sees himself as that rock; Jesus is the rock. We also see evidence in 1 

Corinthians 3:11: “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, 

which is Jesus Christ.” It is interesting that St. Augustine (354-430) late in his life wrote 

“Retractions” and admitted that he had come to see that Peter wasn’t the rock; Christ was 

the rock on which the church was built [Boice page 306] 

  

The apostles and prophets laid the foundation as they preached Christ, but they were not 

the foundation. Christ Himself is the foundation of the church. 

In 1866, Samuel Stone wrote: 

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord; 
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She is His new creation, by Spirit and the Word: 
From heaven He came and sought her to be His holy bride, 
With His own blood He bought her, and for her life He died. 

B.  The Builder of the Church (v 18b “…I will build My church”) 
Jesus is not talking about buildings here; He is talking about people. We must never 

forget that this is His church and not ours. Acts 2:47b: “And the Lord was adding to their 

number day by day those who were being saved.” That is why we do not emphasize 

numerical goals and it is why we should never compare ourselves with other churches. 

This is His church and He will build it. The only thing that we have to be concerned 

about is that we are obedient to what His New Testament says about how a church should 

operate and function. If we see something that He says needs to be done and someone 

says, “People will leave the church,” then we let them go and trust God to deal with it 

because it is His church and He will build it as He sees fit. The church (this church) is not 

a democracy; it is a dictatorship. Jesus is the dictator and we have a congregational form 

of government because we believe each believer is a priest who can go before our Lord to 

seek His wisdom and will as to what the church does.  

C.  The Invincibility of the Church (v 18c) 
There are two possible meanings of “the gates of Hades.” Both of these truths are clearly 

taught elsewhere, so both are true even though only one is correct here. 

The first interpretation is that the gates of Hades are the schemes and plans of Satan. The 

city gate was where the planning and business of the city was carried out. The gates of 

Hades could therefore mean the plans and schemes of the devil and his demons.  

Another interpretation is that the gates of Hades speaks of the power of death and the 

grave. The word translated “Hades” is the realm of the dead. Through His resurrection, 

Jesus would conquer death and so death could hold none who were in Christ. I tend to 

accept the view that the gates of Hades refer to physical death. The church is invincible 

because even the ultimate enemy of death has no power over the believers who make up 

the true church. 

D.  The Authority of the Church (v 19) 
The Lord was still addressing Peter as a representative of the apostles. Keys are a symbol 

of authority to open the door and give entrance to a place or realm. We see in the book of 

Acts that there was a sense that Peter was used as the instrument of God to open the doors 

of faith to the Jews at Pentecost as he preached the gospel (Acts 2), to the Samaritans 

(Acts 8), and to the first Gentile converts (Acts 10). The other apostles shared with Peter, 

but he had the privilege of opening the door. All believers have these keys in a secondary 

sense as we proclaim the gospel. 

  

What is meant by the “binding and loosing”? That has to do with forbidding and 

permitting. The grammar here is very important. The NASB comes closest to the original 

language. Matthew 16:19: “I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; and 

whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on 

earth shall have been loosed in heaven." “Bound” and “loosed” are in a tense in the Greek 

(future perfect passive) that speaks of something that will already be done.  Jesus is not 

saying that heaven would back up what someone determines on earth. It is just the 
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opposite! We proclaim bound what is bound in heaven and we proclaim loosed what is 

loosed in heaven. The church does not get man’s will done in heaven; it gets God’s will 

in heaven done here on earth. What heaven proclaims as bound, we proclaim as bound on 

earth. What heaven proclaims as loosed, we proclaim as loosed on earth. When someone 

rejects Christ, we proclaim them bound in sin and condemnation. Our proclamation 

doesn’t make it so; we proclaim it because it is already so. When someone savingly 

believes in Christ, we can proclaim that they are loosed from slavery to sin on earth 

because they already have been loosed in heaven! Revelation 1:5: “and from Jesus Christ, 

the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To 

Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood.” 

 

Conclusion  

Let’s make this personal. Who do you say that He is? Have you repented of sin and 

savingly believed on Him? If you have been loosed from the slavery to sin, are you a part 

of a local church that Jesus died and gave Himself for? Why not? Join us as we seek to 

honor the Lord by bringing others to Him.  
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