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John 17:17b “…Your word is truth.”  
 
John 8:32 “and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 
 
Deuteronomy 32:7a (CSB) “Remember the days of old; consider the years long past.” 
 
History is simply the unfolding of the providence of God in accomplishing His plans. 
 
 
“Absolutely everything in history has a divine purpose (Ephesians 1:11; Acts 4:28, Romans 8:28), including the rebellious 
actions of nations (Revelation 17:15-18; Exodus 9:16). History is not simply the study of man’s thoughts, dreams, actions, and 
reactions, but it is the study of God’s sovereign purposes in governing such thoughts, dreams, actions, and reactions. A 
Christian should not see history as meaningless or write history as if it is simply a random, unconnected series of events.”   
                                                                                                                                                                                  —Phillip Kayser 
 
 
I.       An Overview of History 
 

1 Timothy 6:20 (KJV) the “…profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called.” 
 
A.   Creation 
 

Genesis 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
 
“In Genesis, God explains that He created things to reproduce after their ‘kinds’. And this is what we observe today: 
great variation within different ‘kinds’ (e.g., dogs, cats, elephants, etc.), but not one kind changing into another, as 
molecules-to-man requires.”                                                                                                                              —Ken Ham 
 

B. Corruption 
 

Romans 6:23a “For the wages of sin is death…” 
 

C. Catastrophe 
 

Genesis 6:5 “Then the Lord saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the 
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”  
 
 
Genesis 6:7-8 “The Lord said, ‘I will blot out man whom I have created from the face of the land, from man to animals 
to creeping things and to birds of the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.’ But Noah found favor in the eyes of 
the Lord.” 
 

D. Confusion 
 
 
E. Christ 

 
Roman 5:12 “Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death 
spread to all men, because all sinned.” 



F. Cross 
 
 

2 Corinthians 5:21 (CSB) “He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him.” 
 
 

G. Consummation 
 
 

II.      The Providence of God and History 
 

God not only watches the future, He watches over the future. 
 
Ephesians 1:11b “…having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His 
will,…”  
 
Isaiah 46:9-11 “Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one 
like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My 
purpose will be established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure’; calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of My 
purpose from a far country. Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it.”  
 
Job 36:32 (CSB) “He covers [His] hands with lightning and commands it to hit its mark.”  
 
1 Kings 22:34 (CSB) “But a man drew his bow without taking special aim and struck the king of Israel through the joints of 
his armor…”  
 
Romans 8:28 “And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose.” 

 
 
III.     The Culmination of History 
 

Revelation 21:4 “and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no 
longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.” 
 
 
“The Christian worldview rejects all human utopianisms, all claims of lasting earthly glory, and all denials of the 
meaningfulness of history and human experience. In other words, the conclusion of the Christian master narrative reminds 
believers that we are not to seek ultimate fulfillment in this life. Instead, we are to follow Christ in obedience and give the 
totality of our lives to the things that will bring glory to God in the midst of this fallen world. We will refrain in optimism 
grounded in humanity and will rest in the hope that is ours in Christ. We will suffer illness, injury, persecution, and death – 
but we know ourselves to be completely safe within the purposes of God. And so we wait. And so we pray, ‘Even so, Lord, 
come quickly.’”                                                                                                                                                  —Dr. Al Mohler 
 
 

First Baptist Church Powell 07-23-2017 AM 
Sermon 6:  A Biblical Worldview of History 

Various Scriptures 

 

Everyone has a worldview, whether or not they realize it, and whether or not they can 
communicate it. Many times, a person’s worldview, because it has not been thought and prayed 



through, is inconsistent and even contradictory. There are many who would say that they have a 
Christian or a biblical worldview, but their answer to some very direct questions would reveal 
that they have a jumbled-up world view that is much more like the culture in which we live than 
the Bible.  

The goal of this series is that you develop a worldview that is rooted 100% in truth. We see what 
truth is in John 17:17b when Jesus said to God the Father, “…Your word is truth.” Notice that 
Jesus didn’t say, “Your Word contains truth.” That insinuates and leaves room for those who 
pick and choose what parts of the Bible they accept and what parts they reject. The Bible is truth. 
Therefore, the only way we can think, and live, according to truth is to think and live in 
agreement with Scripture. In John 8:32, Jesus says, “and you will know the truth, and the truth 
will make you free.” True freedom is to live out a biblical worldview in every area of life.  

This message focuses on a biblical worldview of history. A lot of people are mixed up when it 
comes to history. Here are some actual answers concerning history given by children in the fifth 
and sixth grades in Ohio. “Ancient Egypt was old. It was inhabited by gypsies and mummies who 
all wrote in hydraulics. They lived in the Sarah Dessert. The climate of the Sarah is such that all 
the inhabitants have to live elsewhere.” Another one said, “Moses went up on Mount cyanide to 
get the 10 commandos. He died before he reached Canada but the commandos made it.” One 
more: “Julius Caesar extinguished himself on the battlefields of Gaul. The Ides of March 
murdered him because they thought he was going to be made king. Dying, he gasped out, ‘Same 
to you, Brutus.’”  

For some, the study of history sounds about as exciting as watching the grass grow! However, I 
am convinced that when you see these truths, you will be amazed at how it changes your whole 
outlook on trials, current events, and especially the future.  

Let’s look at some basics. What is history? It is more than dates and dead people. The simple 
definition of history would be, “the study of the past.” History is that, but it is much more than 
that (as we will see). God tells His children to learn from history in Deuteronomy 32:7a (CSB): 
“Remember the days of old; consider the years long past.” The Bible itself is much more than a 
book of history, but it is history. For example, the book of Genesis is not an allegory or a myth; 
Genesis is history. The entire Bible is in a historical context. The people we meet in the Bible 
were historical characters. They really existed. The places in the Bible actually existed. There has 
never been a single archaeological discovery that has refuted anything written in the Bible. 
Considering the amount of material in the Bible and the amount of archeological study that has 
been carried out, especially in the last fifty to one-hundred years, to have found not one mistake 
in the Bible is phenomenal.  

There are two basic approaches to history. There is the linear view of history and the cyclical 
(sometimes called the circular) view. The cyclical view is most prominent in cultures where 
eastern religions such as Buddhism and Hinduism have great influence. The cyclical view is that 
there is no end, no destination for man; there are just endless repetitions of life. The concept 
often called “reincarnation” is prominent in this view of history. Death is followed by being “re-
incarnated” – to take on flesh and go through another cycle. The closest thing to salvation is 
being set free from the endless cycles and being absorbed into the “oneness” of the universe. You 
see why this view has been called the pessimistic view of history. There are many varieties of this 
circular view of time and history, but they are all laden down with hopelessness.  

The second major view of history is the linear view. Whereas the cyclical view would be pictured 
by a circle, the linear view is pictured by a straight line. There was a beginning; there will be a 
conclusion. This is the biblical worldview of history. The biblical worldview of history is that 
history is “His Story.” In reality, history is simply the unfolding of the providence of God in 
accomplishing His plans.  



When we understand the God of history as He is revealed in Scripture, we see that there is 
nothing that happens by chance. If we could see as God sees, we would recognize that 
immediately. Listen to this great summary quote from Dr. Phillip Kayser.  

Absolutely everything in history has a divine purpose (Ephesians 1:11; Acts 4:28, 
Romans 8:28), including the rebellious actions of nations (Revelation 17:15-18; 
Exodus 9:16). History is not simply the study of man’s thoughts, dreams, actions, 
and reactions, but it is the study of God’s sovereign purposes in governing such 
thoughts, dreams, actions, and reactions. A Christian should not see history as 
meaningless or write history as if it is simply a random, unconnected series of 
events.  
[Phillip Kayser, Seeing History with New Eyes, page 8] 

Truly history is simply the record of God’s providential working. 

 

I.  An Overview of History 

Ken Ham, and the people at Answers in Genesis, have come up with a good easy way to 
remember the summary of history that they call The Seven Cs of History.” I have not used their 
material verbatim in this first point, but I have leaned heavily upon it.  

Only the Bible gives us the true history of the universe. Many “scholars” chaff at treating the 
Bible as history, but their chaffing gives evidence of their bias against the Bible. As we saw 
earlier in this series when we examined the biblical worldview of origins, the Bible does not 
contradict true science. The “science” that contradicts the Scripture is what is called in 1 Timothy 
6:20 (KJV): the “…profane and vain babblings, and oppositions of science falsely so called.” Here 
are the seven Cs of History. 

A.  Creation 

The opening verse of the Bible, when taken as history, deals with many prominent errors. 
Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” This took place, not 
millions or billions of years ago, but more likely less than 10,000 years ago. I would refer you 
back to the second message in this series (6-25-17) for the evidence that the Genesis account is 
truly history. “In Genesis, God explains that He created things to reproduce after their ‘kinds’. 
And this is what we observe today: great variation within different ‘kinds’ (e.g., dogs, cats, 
elephants, etc.), but not one kind changing into another, as molecules-to-man requires.” [Ken 
Ham and others, War Of The Worldviews, page 161]  

B.  Corruption 

As we saw in the fourth message in this series – A Biblical Worldview of Man (7-9-17), after 
being placed in a perfect world, Adam and Eve sinned. Sin always requires a payment. Romans 
6:23a: “For the wages of sin is death…” The spirit of man (that part of us that enables us to know 
and have fellowship with God) died to God and man’s very nature was corrupted. A power called 
“sin” moved in to man and that power called sin serves as Satan’s inroad to lie, deceive, and 
tempt man to sin. That fallen condition was passed from Adam to all of his descendants. In 
addition, the whole creation fell. The result was a universe in chaos. There was turmoil in 
nature, sickness, suffering, and death in mankind.  



C.  Catastrophe  

As the descendants of Adam and Eve multiplied on the earth, they were born with that fallen 
sinful nature and sin prevailed in the fallen world. Genesis 6:5: “Then the Lord saw that the 
wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.” Of all the families on earth, only Noah, his wife, his three sons, and their 
wives, loved God and trusted Him. Genesis 6:7-8: “The Lord said, ‘I will blot out man whom I 
have created from the face of the land, from man to animals to creeping things and to birds of 
the sky; for I am sorry that I have made them.’ But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord.” 
God instructed Noah to build an ark that would be large enough for Noah, his family, and also 
the land dwelling representatives of the animal kingdom. The dimensions of the ark in Genesis 
would accommodate tens of thousands of animals (including baby dinosaurs). Noah actually 
needed only about 16,000 animals on the ark to represent all of the distinct kinds of land 
dwelling animals.  

D.  Confusion 

After the flood God commanded Noah and his family to fill the earth, however the descendants 
of Noah’s family disobeyed and refused to disperse to all the earth. About 100 years after the 
flood, God brought confusion in the form of different languages. Unable to communicate with 
one another, those with the same language spread out from the others across the earth. From 
these language groups, there are thousands of languages today, but only about twenty language 
families.” All the people groups of the world developed from those who split off when the 
language confusion was sent by God. Through marriage isolated within each language group, 
certain physical characteristics (such as skin color and facial features) would have become 
prominent. The more that we know about genetics, the more we understand that it happened 
just as Genesis explains it.  

E.  Christ  

Because we were in Adam, the consequences of sin came to his descendants. Roman 5:12: 
“Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so 
death spread to all men, because all sinned.” We sinned in Adam and were in need of a Savior 
from the moment of our conception in our mother’s womb. Because of God’s love, grace, and 
mercy, He made a way for mankind to be reconciled to him. In the fullness of time, God sent 
forth His Son, conceived in a virgin’s womb – thereby bypassing the curse of sin from Adam. 
This One, who was God, become man without ceasing to be God lived the only perfect life – a life 
without sin.  

F.  Cross 

At about thirty-three years of age, Jesus Christ submitted to the will of God the Father and was 
nailed to an old rugged cross. On the cross, the sins of all who were before Christ and trusted in 
God to provide the payment, and evidenced that trust through the sacrifice of innocent animals 
(prominently lambs), were placed on Jesus. In addition, the sins of all who would come after 
Christ, who would turn from sin and self-righteousness, and look in faith to Christ, had their 
sins placed on Him. There the wrath of God fell on His only begotten Son. From the cross just 
before He died, Jesus cried out a declaration of truth – “It is finished” which means, the wages 
of sin for all in Christ was paid in full.          2 Corinthians 5:21 (CSB): “He made the One who did 
not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  



We are given evidence that the payment was accepted when God the Father raised Jesus from 
the dead on the third day. According to Hebrews 7:25, this Savior now lives to intercede for us 
before the Father.  

G.  Consummation 

Since sin came into the world, death has been a reality. Not only was mankind affected because 
of sin coming into the world, all of creation was affected (Romans 8:22). There is coming a day 
when the risen glorified Savior is going to return. The unsaved will be cast into the lake of fire. 
The curse of sin on the earth and even the animals will be rescinded. Eventually this earth will be 
burned up and made new (2 Peter 3:10-13). All the effects of sin on the earth will be gone. The 
New Jerusalem, that heavenly city, the dwelling place of those in Christ, will descend to a new 
earth. There will be no sorrow, no sin, and no more curse of sin there.  

That is a really fast summary of history. There are many more details, but that is the summary of 
what has and will happen all the way into eternity. From that overview, let’s zoom in and see 
some details of a biblical worldview of history.  

 

II.  The Providence of God and History 

It is impossible to have a biblical worldview of history apart from understanding the providence 
of God. The English word “providence” comes from a compound Latin word. The first part is pro 
which means before, and the second part is videre which means to see. The word means to see 
beforehand but providence really means much more than God’s foreknowledge. It includes 
God’s action – the working out of His sovereign plans in history. In other words, God not only 
watches the future, He watches over the future. Providence is the outworking of God’s 
sovereignty in His preserving, governing, and working through circumstances and man’s 
decisions to bring about His determined purposes. Ephesians 1:11b: “…having been predestined 
according to His purpose who works all things after the counsel of His will.” That “works all 
things after the counsel of His will” is the providence of God. Even when things seem chaotic, 
God is in control. Isaiah 46:9-11:  

Remember the former things long past, for I am God, and there is no other; I am 
God, and there is no one like Me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from 
ancient times things which have not been done, saying, ‘My purpose will be 
established, and I will accomplish all My good pleasure’; calling a bird of prey 
from the east, the man of My purpose from a far country. Truly I have spoken; 
truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely, I will do it. 

We must look at history through this lens of the sovereign providence of God! 

To accomplish His sovereign purposes, God governs circumstances that seem random. For 
example, God controls where the lightning strikes. Job 36:32 (CSB): “He covers [His] hands with 
lightning and commands it to hit its mark.” When it was God’s sovereign timing to end the 
wicked king Ahab’s life, He controlled where a random arrow struck.     1 Kings 22:34 (CSB): “But 
a man drew his bow without taking special aim and struck the king of Israel through the joints of 
his armor…” In verse 37 we are told that the wicked king died. Our sovereign God governs 
circumstances and even the choices of men to accomplish his sovereign will. 

There is also the “working together” providence of God in history. Romans 8:28: “And we know 
that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are 
called according to His purpose.” This “working together” is often called, “confluence” or 



“concurrence.” The doctrine of confluence refers to historical events where the providence of 
God has been worked out through the decisions of human beings. This enables us to rest in the 
Lord and His providential working. “All things” means ALL THINGS! God causes painful things, 
pleasant things, uplifting things, depressing things, holy things, and even sinful things to work 
together in His providential plan to conform us to the image of Christ and accomplish His 
sovereign purposes.  

The Christian life is not an easy life. It has many pains, hardships, perplexities, and sorrows. 
Every pain, every sorrow, every hardship, every perplexing situation that we can’t figure out has 
a definite purpose. Sometimes we can see that purpose clearly immediately. Sometimes it is 
years later, as we look back in history, that we see God’s purpose. Sometimes we never figure it 
out here on this earth. That’s a real life of faith. It is a life of trusting God and His sovereignty 
and His providential working to accomplish all His will in history even when we can’t figure it 
out! God is not limited in what He can use as a “second cause” in accomplishing His sovereign 
will. He uses people – even evil people. In history He has even used animals to accomplish His 
sovereign will. He used ravens with Elijah, a donkey with Balaam, and dogs with ridding Israel 
of the wicked Queen Jezebel.  

There can be no biblical view of history apart from seeing God’s providential hand in the details 
of history. History is the unfolding of Divine providence. 

 

III.  The Culmination of History  

The doctrine of last things (eschatology) enables us to understand the biblical worldview of 
history. That linear view of history we focused on in the beginning of the message is seen most 
clearly when we realize that everything is moving toward a final goal. Without getting into the 
details of Christ’s return (as important as those details are) I want to focus on the fact that there 
is coming a time when Satan is vanquished as he is thrown into the lake of fire with all that have 
not humbled themselves and come in abject spiritual poverty to Christ in repentance and trusted 
in what He accomplished for us on Calvary’s cross. Those in Christ will have new bodies that 
never get sick or die of age. The glories of the Garden of Eden will be surpassed by the glories of 
a new heaven and a new earth. Revelation 21:4 says, “and He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”  

Conclusion 

Dr. Al Mohler sums it up well.  

The Christian worldview rejects all human utopianisms, all claims of lasting 
earthly glory, and all denials of the meaningfulness of history and human 
experience. In other words, the conclusion of the Christian master narrative 
reminds believers that we are not to seek ultimate fulfillment in this life. Instead, 
we are to follow Christ in obedience and give the totality of our lives to the things 
that will bring glory to God in the midst of this fallen world. We will refrain in 
optimism grounded in humanity and will rest in the hope that is ours in Christ. 
We will suffer illness, injury, persecution, and death – but we know ourselves to 
be completely safe within the purposes of God. And so we wait. And so we pray, 
‘Even so, Lord, come quickly.’   
[Al Mohler, www.albertmohler.com/2011/01/12]      

 



 
 

 
  
 
 


