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For this week: Israel’s sin and redemption (Part 1) 43:22 - 44:5 
 

Context  

● The book of the King (6-37) 

○ Who is the Lord of History? 

● The book of the Servant (38 - 55) 

○ Isaiah had prophesied that Israel would go into captivity in Babylon. 

○ How will God’s people be redeemed from captivity? 

 

Universal Consolation (40:1 - 42:7) 

The LORD’s Plan Unfolded (42:18 - 44:23) 

Israel’s captivity and liberation 42:18 - 43:21 Israel’s sin and redemption 43:22 - 44:23  

Diagnosis: in captivity 42:18-25 Diagnosis: in sin 43:22-24 

Remedy: unchanging divine care 43:1-7 Remedy: redemption and the Spirit 43:25 - 44:5 

The LORD, Savior and only God 43:8-13 The LORD, Redeemer and only God, contrasted with 
idols 44:6-20 

Redemption from Babylon 43:14-21 Redemption from sin 44:21-23 

 

 

 

  



 

Israel’s sin and redemption 43:22 - 44:23 

The second theme: God’s redemption of His people from their sins. 

 

Diagnosis 43:22-24 

22 Yet you did not call upon me, O Jacob; but you have been weary of me, O Israel! 23 You have not 

brought me your sheep for burnt offerings, or honored me with your sacrifices. I have not burdened you 

with offerings, or wearied you with frankincense. 24 You have not bought me sweet cane with money, 

or satisfied me with the fat of your sacrifices. But you have burdened me with your sins; you have 

wearied me with your iniquities.  

● Three charges 

● Did not call upon God 

○ V22a you did not call upon Me.   

■ Lit: not upon Me did you call 

■ Much religion but no true seeking after God. 

○ V23 You have not brought me your sheep for burnt offerings, 

■ No time in Israel’s history when there was a temple and sacrifices were not 

offered. 

■ The form of worship was followed but the sacrifices were not truly brought to 

God. 

● Burdened 

○ V23 I have not burdened you 

■ They forgot that they were released from bondage by the law.    

■ Sacrifices correctly offered would be a joy.  

○ V24 you have burdened Me 

■ They sought to make God their slave; to manipulate Him for their own purposes. 

● Wearied 

○ V22 you have become weary of Me. 

■ Their religion had become meaningless ritual. 

○ V23 (I have not) wearied you with frankincense 

■ Frankincense was a free-will offering.. 

○ V24 you have wearied Me with your iniquities 

■ Their ritual demonstrated continually that in their heart they rejected God. 

● Motyer: “This is central to true religion, not that we should find it helpful but that God should 

find it delightful.” 

 

  



 

Remedy 43:25 - 44:5 

The same God that describes the need brings the remedy. Justice demands condemnation.  But instead 

there is grace. 

● Forgiveness. 43:25 

25 “I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.  

● I, I am he. 

○ Abrupt change from v24-25. 

○ Man has no apparent solution to the sin problem 

○ Only God can deal with it. 

● Who blots out your transgressions 

○ Wipes clean 

○ As David in Ps 51:1 Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

● for my own sake 

○ Contrast “your transgressions” 

○ Salvation is not due to Judah’s merit but is to maintain God’s honor 

● I will not remember your sins 

○ Not forgetting them so He no longer knows they existed 

○ Rather deciding not to remember them against us. 

○ Mic 7:18-19 Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over 

transgression for the remnant of his inheritance? He does not retain his anger 

forever, because he delights in steadfast love.  19  He will again have 

compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot.   You will cast all our 

sins  

into the depths of the sea.  

■ passing over transgression  

■ Two pictures  

● tread our iniquities underfoot 

● cast all our sins  

into the depths of the sea.  

■ Why?  because he delights in steadfast love. 

○ Also Col 3:13-14 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven 

us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us 

with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. 

● Here is unmerited grace. 

 

  



 

● Justice: trial, verdict, rejection. 43:26-28 

26 Put me in remembrance; let us argue together; set forth your case, that you may be proved right. 27 

Your first father sinned, and your mediators transgressed against me. 28 Therefore I will profane the 

princes of the sanctuary, and deliver Jacob to utter destruction and Israel to reviling.  

● V26 A court case 

○ Put me in remembrance...set forth your case, 

■ Contrast v25 I will not remember 

■ The LORD speaking to his people: Is there something I have forgotten? 

○ let us argue together. 

■ Argue a case at law 

○ that you may be proved right 

■ The basis for judgment will be the evidence. 

■ All parties will see that the verdict is just. 

○ No answer is given 

● V27 The evidence 

○ Two points presented 

○ Your first father sinned. 

■ May be Adam or Abraham or Jacob. 

○ your mediators transgressed against me. 

■ The priests, who should have led the nation in righteousness, all 

followed the father of the nation in sin. 

■ Implied is that the nation followed them. 

○ As Ro 5:12 Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and 

death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned 

● V28 The verdict 

○ Regarding the priests 

■ the princes of the sanctuary 

● Proud and haughty priests 

■ Profane 

● Tense is undetermined. Intentional ambiguity = at any time 

punishment is deserved. 

○ Regarding the nation 

■ deliver Jacob to utter destruction 

● As the pagan nations in Dt 7:1-2 When the LORD your God 

brings you into the land that you are entering to take possession 

of it, and clears away many nations before you,...then you must 

devote them to complete destruction. 

■ They ignored the warning in Dt 7:26 And you shall not bring an 

abominable thing into your house and become devoted to destruction 

like it. 

 



 

● Grace: restoration 44:1-5 

1 “But now hear, O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have chosen! 2 Thus says the LORD who made you, 

who formed you from the womb and will help you: Fear not, O Jacob my servant, Jeshurun whom I have 

chosen. 3 For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground; I will pour my Spirit 

upon your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants. 4 They shall spring up among the grass like 

willows by flowing streams. 5 This one will say, ‘I am the LORD’s,’ another will call on the name of Jacob, 

and another will write on his hand, ‘The LORD’s,’ and name himself by the name of Israel.”  

● V1-2 Comfort 

○ But now 

■ Another “But God” 

■ Promise of mercy  

● As 43:1 But now thus says the LORD...Fear not, for I have 

redeemed you; 

● Also 43:25 I, I am he who blots out your transgressions for my 

own sake 

○ O Jacob my servant, Israel whom I have chosen!  

■ Chosen by God for a position of privilege 

○ Thus says the LORD 

■ Repeating 43:1 

■ who made you, who formed you from the womb  

● Referring to the creation of the nation 

● Picture of the nurture of a mother 

■ (who) will help you 

● When they cannot help themselves 

● V3-4 Parallel blessings 

○ In the Millennium. 

○ I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the dry ground;  

■ For the land  

○ I will pour my Spirit upon your offspring, and my blessing on your descendants.  

■ For the people  

○ They come alive together. 

● V5 Return  

○ To the LORD 

○ To His people 

 

 

  



Discussion 

We will break into three groups for discussion.  The questions are 

1.   You did not call upon me 43:22-24 

a. Not calling upon God 

b. Being burdened; burdening Him 

c. Becoming weary; wearying Him 

2. I, I am He 43:25 

a. Transgressions blotted out 

b. Put Me in remembrance 

3. My servant 44:1-5 

a. My servant, whom I have chosen 

b. Fear not 

c. I will pour water on the thirsty land 

d. I will pour My Spirit upon your offspring 

Remember to worship the Lord:  (1) See  (2) Know (3) Respond 

For next week:  Israel’s sin and redemption (Part 2) 44:6-23 
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