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Message #41                                                                                                            Ezekiel 37:1-28 

 

I was reading a commentary on Ezekiel written by Mark Rooker, and in it he told a story that so 

infatuated me, I had to research it and look it up for myself.  Frederick Nolan was a missionary 

in North Africa in the early 1800’s.  He was fleeing from enemies during a time of persecution in 

North Africa.  He was being pursued by fierce enemies and he was running out of places to hide.  

He was exhausted and finally came to a cave.  He was done.  So he crawled in the cave and 

waited for the tribesmen to find him and kill him.  As he was lying there, he noticed a spider 

weaving a web.  Within a few minutes that spider had woven a web across the entire mouth of 

the cave.  Shortly after that the enemies arrived.  At first they thought Nolan is in the cave.  But 

when they saw the spider’s web they concluded that he could not have entered the cave without 

breaking that web.  Later, he wrote this: “Where God is, a spider’s web is like a wall.  Where 

God is not, a wall is like a spider’s web” (The Power of a Spider Web, p. 1). 

 

Israel has been a nation pursued by almost every nation in the world.  She has enemies every-

where she turns.  But those enemies have never been able to completely destroy her.  The reason 

is because God is her God; He is the spider’s web protecting her.  Not only is God protecting her, 

but one day He intends to completely bless her.  He is going to revive her as His nation and He is 

going to bless her in her land.  If ever you want to see a chapter in the Bible that teaches this, it is 

Ezekiel 37.  

 

GOD IS GOING TO REGATHER AND REVIVE ISRAEL AS HIS NATION AND HE 

WILL DESTROY ALL HER ENEMIES AND ISRAEL WILL BE TOTALLY UNITED 

UNDER ONE KING IN HER LAND WITH HER SANCTUARY. 

 

This is an amazing prediction.  Now verse 1 says that God’s hand was on Ezekiel.  What this 

means is that God completely overwhelmed Ezekiel in order to reveal to him some prophetic 

revelatory information (Ezek. 1:3; 3:14; 8:1; 40:1).  Ezekiel is not making this up.  This was all 

led by the Spirit of the LORD.  Israel is going to be regather and revived, not because I want it  

to happen, although I do, but because God says this is what is going to happen. 

 

There are three prophetic parts to this: 

 

PROPHETIC PART #1 – The prophetic vision of the dry bones.  37:1-10 

 

Now what God revealed to Ezekiel is seen in verses 1-8: 

 

Sight #1 - Ezekiel sat down in the middle of a valley filled with bones.  37:1 

 

Now it was God’s Spirit that transported and relocated Ezekiel to some valley.  The valley is not 

stated, but we may assume it is a well-known valley that was known for dead bodies.  The main 

point is not the location of the valley, but what he saw in the valley. 
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Sight #2 - Ezekiel saw a great number of bones and they were all very dry bones.  37:2 

 

Now the bones were many, they were on the surface and they were totally dry.  Now the massive 

number of bones comes from a massive number of people.  The fact that they are on the surface 

means that these people were not buried properly.  They were left there out in the open for 

scavenger birds and prey animals.  Third, they were very dry. 

 

What that means is they had been there for quite some time.  It had been many years since the 

people had died.  These bones had been there for a very long time.  There would be no way of 

even knowing who these bones were.  This would cause anyone to say there is absolutely no way 

that there can be life in these bones. 

 

Sight #3 - Ezekiel is asked whether or not it is possible for these dry bones to live.  37:3 

 

As Ezekiel is looking this over, God asks him what appears to be a ridiculous question–“Can the 

people who once inhabited these dry bones actually come back to life again?”   

 

Now Ezekiel did know that God had the power to raise people from the dead, but these bones 

were so dry that he did not have a clue what God would do.  There were resurrections from the 

dead in the O.T., but those resurrections occurred shortly after one died (I Kings 17:17-24; II 

Kings 4:18-37; 13:21).  Never had there been a resurrection of anyone who was so dead the 

bones were dry and certainly there had never been a national resurrection for Israel. 

 

So Ezekiel wisely says, “O Adonai, Jehovah, You know” whether or not this can happen.  I have 

no clue, but You are God and You know.  

 

I think it is interesting that God begins by addressing him as “son of man.”  See there is One who 

is able to give life to the dead and that one is the Son of Man, Son of God, Jesus Christ. 

 

Sight #4 - Ezekiel is told to prophesy concerning these bones.  37:4-6 

 

God responds to Ezekiel by saying I want you to specifically prophesy concerning these dry 

bones.  God says I want you to specifically start talking to these dry bones and present to them 

seven messages: 

 

(Message #1) - He was to tell the dry bones to hear the Word of God.  37:4b 

 

Can you visualize this?  Ezekiel is talking to dry bones to hear the Word of God.  By the way, it 

is the Word of God that can produce life in something lifeless. 

 

(Message #2) - He was to tell the dry bones that God said He would make them come to life.  

                             37:5 

 

God says I am going to bring these dead, dry bones to life. 
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(Message #3) - He was to tell the dry bones I will put sinews on you.  37:6a 

 

God certainly knows the intricacies of the human body because he made it.  In fact, the sequence 

God uses here demonstrates God’s great knowledge of human anatomy.  This actually reverses 

the decomposition process.  But the point of this is not simply to give an understanding of the 

biological process of the body, but God really has in view a new spiritual revival. 

 

However, phase number one is that God would reconnect the bones with sinews or tendons.   

 

(Message #4) - He was to tell the dry bones that God will make flesh grow back on you.  37:6b 

 

God says I will next cover the bones and tendons with flesh. 

 

(Message #5) - He was to tell the dry bones that God will cover them with skin.  37:6c 

 

God says after I have done that, I will “overlay the flesh with skin.” 

 

(Message #6) - He was to tell the dry bones that God would put life breath back into them.   

                            37:6d 

 

Once God has rebuilt the body, He says then I will breathe life back into the person. 

 

(Message #7) - He was to tell the dry bones when God does this they will know Him.  37:6e 

 

This is the point of giving life so that people may know the God who gave them life. 

 

Now according to verse 7, Ezekiel prophesied as he was commanded and as he was prophesying 

he heard a noise and it was rattling and the rattling was bones coming back together.  Bones were 

reconnecting to the proper places on a body. 

 

According to verse 8, Ezekiel was amazed because the sinews and tendons were on them, then 

the flesh grew and skin covered the flesh.  This was amazing, but still there was no breath in 

the bodies.  

 

In verse 9, God asks Ezekiel to prophesy concerning the “breath.”  His prophesy was to say to 

the breath that the breath comes from the four winds and breathe life on these who have been 

slain.   God is breathing life into the slain from all four corners of the world and as soon as 

Ezekiel prophesied, breath came back into the people and they stood on their feet as an 

exceedingly great army (verse 10). 

 

PROPHETIC PART #2 – The prophetic explanation of the dry bones.  37:11-14 

 

Now we will certainly admit that this is an amazing prediction and an interesting prediction; but 

God wants Ezekiel to clearly understand what it means: 
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Explanation #1 - The bones refer to the nation Israel.  37:11a 

 

There is no room for doubt. This prophecy is about what God will do for Israel.  Notice carefully 

this has to do with “the whole house of Israel.”  Not just during the days of Nebuchadnezzar. 

 

Explanation #2 - The dry bones refer to the fact that Israel’s hope is dried up.  37:11b 

 

This will happen at a time when Israel truly believes she is completely cut off from God. 

This will occur when Israel finally realizes she has no hope in herself of life.  This will occur 

near the end of the Tribulation.   

 

Explanation #3 - God will give life to a dead Israel and bring her back to her land.  37:12 

 

It has been observed that after the Exodus, the Bible specifically predicts in the O.T. that Israel 

will be brought back to her Promised Land over 125 times.  We think this has a direct fulfillment 

in Daniel’s resurrection prophecy in Daniel 12:1-2.  After the Tribulation, God will raise up 

Israelites who have literally been dead and bring them to their land. 

 

Explanation #4 - The entire nation Israel will know God did this for her.  37:13 

 

Finally, Israel will learn the lesson she needs to learn.  The only reason we have life and the only 

reason we are in this land is because of the grace of our God. 

 

Explanation #5 - God will put His Spirit in Israel and put Israel in her Promised Land.  37:14 

 

Every Israelite will be infused with the Spirit of God.   

 

PROPHETIC PART #3 – The prophetic unification of the nation Israel.  37:15-28 

 

This is again an amazing prediction.  What is predicted here is that the entire nation Israel and 

Judah will be reunited in one land, under one king, worshipping one God in one sanctuary. 

 

Notice again “the word of the LORD” came to Ezekiel.  According to verse 16, he was to take 

one stick and write Judah and Israel on it and take a second stick called the stick of Ephraim and 

write for Joseph on it. 

 

Now the Judah/Israel stick represented the split nation brought back together as one unified 

nation.  The Ephraim stick represented the division that occurred when Israel split with Joseph. 

In verse 17, God says to Ezekiel put both sticks in one hand meaning God will completely 

unite the entire nation Israel as one. 

 

In our pledge of allegiance we say, “one nation under God, indivisible.”  This will literally be the 

case for Israel when God does this.   
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Now in verse 18 God says that all the people will want to know what this stick imagery means.  

So God says to Ezekiel that I will give you some amazing predictions to give to Israel.   There 

have been some interpreters who have tried to suggest that this was fulfilled in past time history 

relating to Israel.  I challenge anyone in the world ever to show one time in history where the 

things predicted here have actually happened.  They have not happened to this very hour.  There 

are twelve amazing predictions here that are far above and beyond anything in Israel’s history: 

 

Prediction #1 - God will cause the entire nation of Israel to become one in His hand.  

                             37:19-20 

 

Ezekiel was to display these sticks. This is God’s promise and pledge. 

 

Prediction #2 - God will regather Israel from all the nations and bring her to her land.  37:21 

 

Prediction #3 - God will make Israel one nation in the land.  37:22a 

 

Prediction #4 - God will cause one king to reign over all of Israel.  37:22b  

 

There will not be a divided nation.  There will not be two kings or two kingdoms.  Israel will be 

one nation under one king. 

 

Prediction #5 - Israel will never be defiled with sin again.  37:23a 

 

Prediction #6 - God will completely deliver them from sinful places and cleanse them.  37:23b 

 

Prediction #7 - God will make David to be Israel’s king.  37:24a 

 

As we have said, we believe David will literally reign in Jerusalem in a co-regency reign with 

Jesus Christ. 

 

Prediction #8 - Israel will walk in complete obedience to the Word of God.  37:24b 

 

Prediction #9 - God will give Israel the land He promised in Genesis and she will live there 

                             forever.  37:25 

 

The specific land dimensions are mentioned in Genesis 15:18-21.  That Promised Land is 

reinforced to Jacob (Israel) in Genesis 35:12. 

 

Prediction #10 - God will make an everlasting covenant of peace with Israel and He will  

                                literally set His sanctuary in their midst forever.  37:26 

 

Prediction #11 - God Himself will actually dwell with Israel.  37:27 

 

Prediction #12 - All the nations of the world will know that He is the God of Israel.  37:28 
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PRACTICAL LESSONS: 

 

1. Only God can give life to one dead. 

 

2. God is able to do the impossible. 

 

3. God has an amazing prophetic plan for Israel.   

 

4. God is in complete control of all history. 


