
John (45)                    Hymns 35, 440, ALL I Have is Christ  
 

If you recall last week, we began to consider this 7th chapter, and we learned then that the events of chapter 7 

happen a full 6 months after the events of chapter 6—it's now the Feast of Tabernacles and the unbelieving 

half-brothers of Jesus, exhort Him to go with them to Jerusalem for the feast openly, for the purpose of 

showing Himself to the world (vv1-4)... 
 

Our Savior's response (vv6-8), is that it wasn't His time to enter Jerusalem openly, as that would lead to His 

arrest and crucifixion—this would happen 6 months later at the next Passover (as recorded in chapter 12)—our 

Savior lived in harmony to His Father's timetable, with the cross ever before Him... 
 

In verse 10 we learned, that our Savior entered Jerusalem, "not openly, but as it were in secret"—the Jewish 

leadership sought Him (in order to kill Him), and the multitude was divided about Him—some said "He is 

good" while others said, "No, on the contrary, He deceives the people" (v12)... 
 

In verse 14 and following, we find our Savior went into the temple and taught—verses 15-24 record (in part) 

His teaching and interaction with the Jews—and fundamentally, our Savior does two things—He confronts 

their ignorance (vv14-18), and He confronts their hypocrisy (vv19-24)...  
 

I.   Jesus Confronts their Ignorance—vv14-18 

II.  Jesus Confronts their Hypocrisy—vv19-24  
 

I.   Jesus Confronts their Ignorance—vv14-19 
 

1. John informs us, v14—"about the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple and taught"—the feast 

lasted eight days... 

2. Thus—our Savior either remained hidden until the middle of the feast, or else He came down to Jerusalem, 

mid feast... 

3. Either way—about the middle of the feast He went into the temple and taught—that is—the outer courts of 

the temple... 

4. The outer courts were a place where crowds assembled to discus doctrine, and our Savior began to teach 

them... 

5. Though we are not told what He taught them, we find the Jews marveled (or were amazed), at His 

teaching...  

6. V15—"And the Jews  marveled, saying, How does this Man know letters, having never studied"—that is, 

studied in any of known rabbinic schools... 

7. They didn't marvel that our Savior knew His letters, that is, that He knew how to read, but they marveled 

at His great learning... 

8. How does this Man know so much—"having never studied"—that is—at the feet of some esteemed Rabi 

or teacher... 

9. Now—remember, when John speaks about "the Jews" (v15), he refers to the Jewish leaders—the scribes 

and Pharisees... 

10. They were the religious leaders—those who taught the OT Scriptures—those esteemed for their great 

learning... 

11. In answering this question, our Savior says three things about His teaching or doctrine (within verses 16-

18)... 

12. [1] It's from heaven, v16—"Jesus answered them and said, My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent 

Me..."  

13. Here our Savior traces the source of His teaching to His Father—as His Son He's come to do the will of 

the Father... 

14. Thus—everything He says and does is of the Father—these are things He received from the Father from 

everlasting...  

15. These are NOT concepts merely true of Christ as the God-Man—but they are true of Him as God's eternal 

Son (Jn.8:26,28,38,40; 12:49-50)... 

16. From eternity God existed as Trinity (Father, Son, and Spirit), and from eternity the Son was begotten of 

the Father and the Spirit proceeded from the Father and Son... 
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17. This eternal relationship within the Trinity, is manifested in time, when the Son becomes incarnate and the 

Spirit is sent at Pentecost... 

18. Thus—when our Savior says in v17—He does not speak on His own authority—He means—He speaks as 

God's Son... 

19. Jn.14:10—"Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to 

you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works..." 

20. Jn.16:13—"However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will 

not speak of His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to 

come..." 

21. Thus—when our Savior says in v16—"My doctrine is not Mine, but His who sent Me"—He means—He 

received His doctrine from the Father from everlasting... 

22. Far from lessening His divinity and authority, He establishes it, and He establishes it in the highest 

possible way... 

23. Far from receiving His doctrine from a local school, our Savior received His doctrine directly from 

heaven... 

24. Now—let me here simply say in passing—we  here learn—a formal theological degree is not necessary to 

minister... 

25. And yet, I go further—a person can be mighty in the Scriptures, and able to teach them, and have no 

formal education...  

26. Now—obviously formal education may in many cases be preferable, but let us never believe they are 

necessary... 

27. A.W. Pink—"If young men are taught, even though indirectly and by way of implication, that they cannot 

and must not expect to become able ministers of God's Word unless they first take a course in one of the 

Bible Institutes, then the sooner all such institutions are shut down the better both for them and the cause 

of God..." 

28. Our Father's doctrine was derived from His eternal and intimate relationship with His Father, from 

everlasting... 

29. Thus—a man who spends time with God, is taught by God and His Spirit, can be very able to teach others 

truth...  

30. Accordingly, our Savior received His doctrine from God—and He came into this world, in the authority of 

His Father... 

31. J.C. Ryle—"Our Lord meant by these words, My doctrine is not mine only. The teaching that I am 

proclaiming is not a thing of my own private invention, and the product of my own isolated mind. It is the 

doctrine of My Father who sent me. It deserves attention because it is His message. He that despises it, 

despises not only me, but Him whose messenger I am..." 

32. [2] It's received by honest hearts, v17—"If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the 

doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority..." 

33. Here our Savior identifies why it was, that these Jews failed to receive His doctrine as from God—"If 

anyone wills to do His will..." 

34. In other others—they failed to receive His teaching with an honest and good heart—they never intended to  

obey it... 

35. Those who receive Christ's word humbly with the intention to obey it—will know the teaching is from 

heaven... 

36. Put another way—the problem of the Jews wasn't intellectual but moral—they could understand it, but 

they refused to accept it... 

37. And because they refused to accept it, they failed to know, that Christ's teaching was from God, or was 

divine...  

38. If they were truly willing to obey the truth, to submit to it—they would have known His teaching was from 

God... 

39. That is—they would have known, truly and savingly, that He was from God, and spoke as God's true 

Messenger... 

40. Thus—the main point of v17 is to confront the Jews, that their unbelief was to be attributed solely to their 

unwilling hearts... 
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41. They were unwilling to receive His teaching with good and honest hearts, and this alone kept them from 

knowing the truth... 

42. Jn.1:47—"Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him, and said of him, Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom 

is no deceit..." 

43. Lk.8:15—"But the ones that fells on the good ground are those who, having heard the word with a noble 

and good heart, keep it and bear fruit with patience (endurance)..." 

44. [3] It's in contrast to the teaching of the Jews, v18—"He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but 

he who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him..."  

45. That is—the person who sends himself, speaks from or for himself, and thus ultimately seeks his own 

glory...  

46. In contrast to this—the person, sent from God, speaks for God, and seeks God's glory—is a true massager 

of God... 

47. Jesus here tells the people how you can know whether or not a man speaks for God—whose glory does He 

seek... 

48. The person who doesn't seek his own glory, but God's, evidences that he didn't send Himself, but is of 

God... 

49. Thus—He describes Himself as "true"—meaning "truthful or trustworthy"—and with no unrighteousness 

in Him... 

50. Earlier, back in v20, John informed us that many people within Jerusalem, were convinced Jesus was a 

deceiver... 

51. Here our Savior provides the evidence that He's from God—He doesn't seek His own glory but the one 

who sent Him... 

52. Now—as I've said this was in contrast to the Jews—who did all that they did, in order to seek their own 

glory... 

53. Jn.5:41—"I do not receive honor from men" 44—"How can you believe, who receive honor from one 

another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God..." 

54. J.C. Ryle—"He that undertakes on his own responsibility, and without being sent by God, to speak to men 

about religion, will naturally seek to advance his won importance, and get honor for himself. Speaking 

from himself, he will speak for himself, and try to exalt himself. He, on the contrary, who is a true 

messenger of God, and in whom there is no dishonesty or unrighteousness, will always seek first the glory 

of the God who sent him..." 
 

II.  Jesus Confronts their Hypocrisy—vv19-24 
 

1. Beginning at v19, our Savior shifts from confronting their ignorance to confronting their blatant 

hypocrisy... 

2. V19—"Did no Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the law? Why do you seek to kill Me"—

obviously, their attempt to kill Him violated the law of Moses... 

3. The Jews boasted in the law, in their many privileges—but though they had the law, they failed to obey the 

law... 

4. Perhaps the grossest example of this was—contrary to the 6th commandment, they sought to put Him to 

death... 

5. Now—beginning at v20, we are introduced to another distinct group called "the people"—that is—the 

common people listening in on the conversation... 

6. V20—"The people answered and said, You have a demon (a statement). Who is seeking to kill You (a 

question)..." 

7. Thus—it seems best to distinguish "the people" of v20, with "the Jews" of v15—because the people were 

unaware of the Jews plot to kill Him... 

8. Thus—it seems best to assert, the crowd that Jesus taught in the temple courts, consisted of at least kinds 

of people... 

9. [a] The Jews (v15)—that is, the Jewish leadership that sought to kill Christ, [b] the people—which largely 

consisted of Jewish pilgrims from outside of Jerusalem (they were ignorant of any plot to kill Jesus), [c] 

Jews from Jerusalem (v25)—these were aware of the plot... 

10. Thus—in v20, it seems best to understand, by people is meant, Jews who came to Jerusalem for the feast, 

ignorant of any plot to kill Christ... 
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11. Why they describe Him as demon-possessed is unclear—it appears they thought He was mentally unstable 

or mad... 

12. He just claimed to receive His doctrine from heaven, and now He's claiming the people are trying to kill 

Him... 

13. Jn.10:19-21—"Therefore there was a division again among the Jews because of these sayings. And many 

of them said, He has a demon and is mad. Why do you listen to Him? Others said, These are not the words 

of one who has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the blind..." 

14. In v21, it seems our Savior is again addressing the Jewish leaders—as they alone would have understood 

what He meant... 

15. V21—"Jesus answered and said to them, I did one work, and you all marvel"—He explains this "one 

work" in v23b—"are you angry with Me because I made a man completely well on the Sabbath..." 

16. This event took place the last time our Savior was in Jerusalem and is recorded in chapter 5 (the healing of 

the invalid next to the pool)... 

17. Jn.5:16—"For this reason the Jews persecuted Jesus, and sought to kill Him, because He had done these 

things on the Sabbath..." 

18. In other words—our Savior here identifies the reason why the Jewish leadership, were seeking to kill 

Him... 

19. Now—what He does is rather straightforward—He compares the ONE work He did on the Sabbath with 

the MANY work they did on the Sabbath... 

20. HIS ONE WORK—He made a man completely well—that is—He healed His body and He healed His 

soul...  

21. THEIR MANY WORKS—they circumcised their male children on the 8th day, even if that fell on the 

sabbath... 

22. Thus—within verses 21-24, our Savior confronts the Jews for their hypocrisy, condemning Him for His 

work on the Sabbath, when they themselves worked on the Sabbath... 

23. V24—"Do not judge (or stop judging) according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment (or 

judgment based on righteousness)..." 

24. The Jews judged Jesus worthy of death because they judged according to appearance—as things appeared 

to be...   

25. They made a hasty judgment based upon their tradition and not Scripture—they judged according to 

appearance... 

26. Thus—by "righteous judgment" is meant—judgment based upon a right understanding of a righteous 

standard... 

27. Or, put another way, by "righteous judgment" is meant—judgment based upon a right understanding of 

Scripture... 

28. Simply put—things are NOT always as they appear to be—there is the need for wisdom, for righteous 

judgment (Isa.11:1-4)... 
 

III. Lessons  
 

A. Christ's teaching is heavenly and trustworthy  
 

1. Within this passage, we again find our Savior verifying His claims—His doctrine is not from man but 

from God... 

2. Throughout this gospel, our Savior has made several remarkable claims—concerning His person and 

work... 

3. He's claimed that He's God's Son, from heaven, does the works of the God, is the focus of OT Scripture, 

and the source of eternal life... 

4. When it comes right down to it—there's only two options when it comes to these claims—He was crazy or 

He's right... 

5. There have always been those who've sought a middle ground—they don't believe He's God, but instead a 

mere good teacher... 

6. All that He said about salvation from sin through His death, eternal life found solely in Him, these things 

are denied... 



 5 

7. Instead—He's merely a loving and moral teacher, who's teaching, if practiced, would make this a better 

world... 

8. But dear friends—this can NOT be true—either Christ is who He claimed, or else, He was a lying 

madman... 

9. C.S. Lewis—"A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great 

moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or 

else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of 

God: or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill 

Him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God..." 
 

B. Moral disposition is essential to right understanding  
 

1. V17—"If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God or 

whether I speak on My own authority..." 

2. HOW and WHY we come to the word is essential—we must come with humble hearts to do or apply His 

word... 

3. [1] Sinners—this statement was spoken in the first place to unbelieving Jews, who refused to receive the 

truth... 

4. It has profound implications to poor sinners—in essence it says this—if you seek rightly you will find 

Him...    

5. This is the first expression of God's will for sinners—that they repent from their sins and believe upon 

Christ... 

6. Simply put—every sinner who seeks God through Christ, as a penitent believing sinner, will find 

forgiveness... 

7. V17—"If anyone wills to do His will"—if anyone is willing or desirous to do His will—"he shall know the 

doctrine..." 

8. Perhaps I can put it another way—every person who desires to come and be saved is free to come and be 

saved... 

9. Or else, put another way—every person willing or wanting salvation through Christ, will be saved without 

exception... 

10. Now—obviously brethren, those willing to do the will of God, have been made willing by the work of the 

Spirit... 

11. And that's precisely the point—if you desire to be saved by the gospel, that's evidence of the Spirit 

drawing you... 

12. Jn.6:37—"All that the Father gives to Me will come to me, and the one who comes to Me I will by no 

means cast out..." 

13. Deut.4:29—"From there you will seek the LORD your God, and you will find Him if you seek Him with 

all your heart and with all your soul (Jer.29:13)..." 

14. Prov.1:23—"Turn at my rebuke; surely I will pour out my spirit on you; I will make my words known to 

you (Prov.2:3-5)..." 

15. Or, put another way—those willing to have Christ on His terms—will have His Spirit and will know His 

words... 

16. Matt.11:25—"I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the 

wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes..." 

17. By "wise and prudent" is meant—those who think they're wise and prudent—those wise in their own 

minds...  

18. By "babes" is meant—those who know they need wisdom—those who are humble and needy in 

themselves... 

19. I would say this to every person awakened from their spiritual sleep—seek the Lord while He may be 

found... 

20. And yet, at this point I need to make an important clarification—oftentimes you hear people claiming they 

are one a spiritual journey to know the truth... 

21. And this journey leads them to some false religion, or ofttimes, to an embrace of many or all religions 

combined... 
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22. Our Savior isn't saying—if you simply seek after religion you will find the one true God and be eternally 

satisfied...  

23. What He is saying is this—"If anyone wills to do His will"—what is His will—it's coming to Him on His 

terms... 

24. Perhaps, I can put it like this—If you are willing to humble yourself before God as a little child, embrace 

Christ as He's offered to you in the gospel, then my friend you will, without exception, know His teaching 

is from God... 

25. [2] Saints—the principle of v17 not only has application to sinners, but it provides important teaching for 

saints... 

26. Christians must approach Scripture with humility, the intent to obey it, and the honest desire to be changed 

by it..  

27. Brethren—for most of us, the issue isn't learning new things, the issue is practicing the things we already 

know... 

28. Thus—this text provides great instruction for those seeking to study the Scriptures—approach it with 

humility and desire to have it transform your hearts... 

29. To approach Scripture merely to increase our theological understanding, without having that theology 

change the heart, is a sure way to study Scripture in vain... 

30. Pink—"The fundamental condition for obtaining spiritual knowledge is a genuine heart-desire to carry out 

the revealed will of God in our lives..." 

31. Ps.25:8-9—"Good and upright is the LORD; therefore He teaches sinners in the way. The humble He 

guides in justice (righteousness, or in what's right), and the humble He teaches His way (Lk.8:18)..." 
 

C. Right judgment is based upon a right motive and standard  
 

1. Here—I want to return to our Savior's exhortation in v24—"Do not judge according to appearance, but 

judge with righteous judgments..." 

2. This verse of Scripture—provides a very fruitful principle, that really needs to be heard by every person 

present... 

3. [1] Scripture—that is—we can interpret Scripture according to appearance, and not according to its true 

sense... 

4. This is what's happened in our text—the Jews misapplied (misunderstood) the true intent of the fourth 

commandment... 

5. [2] People—that is—we can make false judgments about people, based merely upon their external 

appearance...  

6. Now—of course, this doesn't imply external appearance has no meaning or value—but it can be 

misleading... 

7. For example—a person can look rather good from the outside—he may be moral, his house strict and 

orderly... 

8. But—brethren, this in and of itself doesn't mean anything—it's possible to have those things and not be a 

Christian... 

9. Furthermore—it's possible for a person to externally look much different than we do, and yet be a true 

Christian... 

10. Furthermore—it's possible for a person to have great knowledge of Scripture, and be a very immature 

Christian... 

11. And then again—it's possible for a person to have a rather simple knowledge of Scripture, and be a very 

sincere Christian... 

12. [3] Circumstances—that is—it's rather easy as Christians, to judge our circumstances, merely by 

appearance alone...   

13. For example—think of our present situation in this country—if judged by appearance, things are rather 

bleak... 

14. [4] Christ Himself—this was something especially true in the first century, during our Savior's earthly 

ministry... 

15. People judged Him merely by appearance, and when that happened, they viewed Him as nothing really 

special... 

 


