
The God Who Creates Calamity 
SERMON 

By 
Everett C. DeVelde 

 
July 23, 2012 
TEXT: Isaiah 44:21-45:10 
PROP: To be saved we must look to the only true God who works all things according 

to the counsel of his will 

Isaiah 44:21–45:10 (ESV) — 21 Remember these things, O Jacob, and Israel, for 
you are my servant; I formed you; you are my servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten 
by me. 22 I have blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like mist; 
return to me, for I have redeemed you. 23 Sing, O heavens, for the Lord has done it; 
shout, O depths of the earth; break forth into singing, O mountains, O forest, and every 
tree in it! For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, and will be glorified in Israel. 24 Thus says 
the Lord, your Redeemer, who formed you from the womb: “I am the Lord, who made all 
things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by myself, 25 
who frustrates the signs of liars and makes fools of diviners, who turns wise men back 
and makes their knowledge foolish, 26 who confirms the word of his servant and fulfills 
the counsel of his messengers, who says of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be inhabited,’ and of 
the cities of Judah, ‘They shall be built, and I will raise up their ruins’; 27 who says to the 
deep, ‘Be dry; I will dry up your rivers’; 28 who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and 
he shall fulfill all my purpose’; saying of Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of the 
temple, ‘Your foundation shall be laid.’ ” 1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, 
whose right hand I have grasped, to subdue nations before him and to loose the belts of 
kings, to open doors before him that gates may not be closed: 2 “I will go before you 
and level the exalted places, I will break in pieces the doors of bronze and cut through 
the bars of iron, 3 I will give you the treasures of darkness and the hoards in secret 
places, that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the God of Israel, who call you by your 
name. 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob, and Israel my chosen, I call you by your 
name, I name you, though you do not know me. 5 I am the Lord, and there is no other, 
besides me there is no God; I equip you, though you do not know me, 6 that people 
may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is none besides me; I 
am the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness, I make well-being 
and create calamity, I am the Lord, who does all these things. 8 “Shower, O heavens, 
from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; let the earth open, that 
salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; let the earth cause them both to sprout; I the 
Lord have created it. 9 “Woe to him who strives with him who formed him, a pot among 
earthen pots! Does the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are you making?’ or ‘Your 
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work has no handles’? 10 Woe to him who says to a father, ‘What are you begetting?’ or 
to a woman, ‘With what are you in labor?’ ”  

Perhaps you have seen the video Apollo 13 about an ill-fated moon mission. Billed 
as U.S. space exploration's most gripping disaster an oxygen tank exploded leaving 
three astronauts facing the possibility of never returning to earth. As I witnessed the 
Apollo 13 expedition on April 11, 1970, I was surprised to hear the radio announcer give 
the same credence and dignity to astrology that is associated with the moon launch. He 
said, the rocket launching would be successful because we are moving into the age of 
Aquarius into the 11th house which is favorable to science and philosophy. He was 
speaking to the world over a global network to hundreds of millions of people. His 
prediction was very wrong as became rapidly apparent. The planets and stars actually 
have nothing to do with the course of history. God created them for signs and for 
seasons, for days and  years. The heavens declare the glory of God but they do not 
influence or control the progress of history. 

People are turning to all sorts of cults and fads to find themselves and perhaps 
provide some reason for living. Astrologers believe that the position of astronomical 
bodies at the exact moment of a person’s birth and the subsequent movements of the 
bodies reflect that person’s character and, therefore, destiny. As a cult, Astrology is very 
wide spread being practiced by millions of intelligent people in business and industry 
even though for many years, scientists have rejected its principles.  However, the Bible 
informs us that it is God alone governs and preserves his creation and to be saved 
and enjoy all the benefits of salvation we must believe in him who works all 
things according to the counsel of his will. Our text begins by informing us that God 
deals graciously with his people. He deals as he chooses with those who are not his 
people, but those upon whom he has set his love have their sins forgiven. Those who 
are his people God has formed for his own. Israel is the servant of God because he 
formed them and he will never forget them. 

We must remember that when God speaks of Israel and Jacob he is speaking of 
Gentile believers as well. Paul writes, 

Ephesians 2:12-13 (ESV) 

12 remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have 
been brought near by the blood of Christ.  

Ephesians 2:19 (ESV) 
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19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God,  

God speaks of all who are members of the household of God when he says, "I 
formed you; you are my servant." As we have seen, the whole household of God is the 
vineyard of God which is planted on a fertile hill and nurtured with unfathomable love. 
God is under no obligation to deal kindly with anyone for we have all sinned and come 
short of the glory of God. All of us deserve hell forever for the terrible sins we have 
committed but God formed some as his people for his own glory. God will be glorified in 
Israel according to verse 23. Isaiah does not use the usual word for glory which has the 
meaning of heaviness or significance of dignity. The word Isaiah uses here refers to 
making oneself beautiful so we understand that in Israel God will display his beauty. 
Indeed the church is often compared with a beautiful woman who is the bride of Christ. 
How can this be when like Israel we are so unfaithful and our transgressions are so 
flagrant. We are made beautiful by the beauty of our Savior whose righteousness and 
beauty are imputed to us by grace. As the hymn writer puts it, 

Fair are the meadows, 
Fairer still the woodlands, 

Robed in the blooming garb of spring; 
Jesus is fairer, 
Jesus is purer, 

Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

Indeed, 

Isaiah 44:23 (ESV) — 23 Sing, O heavens, for the Lord has done it; shout, O 
depths of the earth; break forth into singing, O mountains, O forest, and every tree in it! 
For the Lord has redeemed Jacob, and will be glorified in Israel.  

 The Lord redeems his church from their slavery to sin and calls them to return to 
him. Isaiah prophesied to Israel and Judah from 740 to 700 BC. The northern 10 tribes 
of Israel to whom Isaiah was the prophet fell to Assyria in 711 BC and much later in 587 
BC the remaining tribes known a Judah fell to Babylon. Isaiah mentions Cyrus the Great 
who would be instrumental in the restoration of Israel in 535 BC. So we see that God is 
always redeeming his people. We sin against him but in his mercy he buys us back. He 
redeems or ransoms us with the blood of Christ. 

1 Peter 1:17-19 (ESV) 
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17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s 
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that 
you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like 
that of a lamb without blemish or spot.  

Jesus is our kinsman redeemer just as Boaz was the kinsman redeemer of Ruth. 
We are redeemed by Jesus who has borne our grief and carried our sorrows. 
Furthermore God provides for his church. He made all things. He stretched out the 
heavens and spread out the earth for them. For their benefit he frustrates the signs of 
liars and makes fools of diviners; he turns wise men back and makes their knowledge 
foolish. God confounds the heathen and vindicates his prophets. He provides for the 
physical wellbeing of his people. The temple and their lands would be restored to them 
and God would cause heathen kings to bring it to pass. It is interesting that Isaiah 
foretold the very name of the king who permitted and facilitated the restoration of Israel 
some 200 years later. In the same way Micah was specific in his prophecy that the 
Redeemer of Israel would come from Bethlehem Ephrathah who would shepherd his 
flock with the strength of Yahweh so that, "They shall dwell secure, for now he shall be 
great to the ends of the earth, and he shall be their peace." 

God would have us remember these things and in remembering, turn from our sins 
unto God who has redeemed us. God would have us break forth into singing with the 
mountains, the forest and the trees for YAHWEH has redeemed his church. Our God 
would have us to be happy. Had God not done this for us we would have no hope at 
all for relief from the pain and misery brought on ourselves by our sin. There would be 
no church of Christ unless God had formed her. She would never survive had God not 
provided for her. Forgiveness of sin is not merely a sign and token of God’s loving-
kindness, but, an evidence of his love towards his chosen even from eternity. There are 
many common mercies that God gives freely to mankind in general.  

In speaking to his hearers Jesus said, “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray 
for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. 
For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust." (Matthew 5:43-45, ESV) But, the pardon of sin is a special blessing 
reserved for his own peculiar people, whose names he wrote in the Lamb’s book of life, 
and who he gave to his Son in the covenant of his grace, and who Christ redeemed by 
his precious blood when he “loved the church, and gave himself for it.” These are the 
people in whom God takes a peculiar delight, and these are they whose sins are 
forgiven them, for Christ’s sake. 
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Our redemption and the forgiveness of our sins is the basis for true happiness. If 
we seek to find happiness in the absence of adversity or world peace brought about 
through the auspices of the United Nations I am certain we will never find it. World 
peace apart from repentance from sin and belief in the only Savior of mankind, Jesus 
Christ, will never happen for there will be wars and rumors of wars until the Lord returns. 
We must learn to be happy in the midst of adversity. Speaking of the tribulation brought 
on the people of God for their sin, Jeremiah wrote, 

Lamentations 3:16–24 (ESV) — 16 He has made my teeth grind on gravel, and 
made me cower in ashes; 17 my soul is bereft of peace; I have forgotten what 
happiness is; 18 so I say, “My endurance has perished; so has my hope from the 
Lord.” 19 Remember my affliction and my wanderings, the wormwood and the gall! 20 
My soul continually remembers it and is bowed down within me. 21 But this I call to 
mind, and therefore I have hope: 22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his 
mercies never come to an end; 23 they are new every morning; great is your 
faithfulness. 24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”  

 Have we forgotten what happiness is? Have we forgotten the happiness that 
derives from our reconciliation to God? If the Lord is our portion we have sure hope and 
we find perfect peace with God and happiness. We will remember, as God commands 
us to do, that the steadfast love of YAHWEH never ceases and his mercies never come 
to an end. Though his people sin the road to repentance is always open to them and 
they will respond to God's call to return to him. 

The last words of Moses to Israel were these, 

Deuteronomy 33:29 (ESV) 

29      Happy are you, O Israel! Who is like you, 
     a people saved by the Lord, 
     the shield of your help, 
     and the sword of your triumph! 
     Your enemies shall come fawning to you, 
     and you shall tread upon their backs.” 

Speaking of God's enemies our text in Isaiah 45 informs us that God deals with 
them according to his sovereign good pleasure. God subdues the nations before him 
and removes the protective armor from their leaders. He gives their treasure to his 
people. As the righteous, sovereign, potter, God creates vessels of wrath fitted for 
destruction and creates justice and calamity. He uses the wicked for his own purposes 
and they deserve nothing better because of their great enmity and hatred for Yahweh. 
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He raised up Cyrus to both punish his people for their sin and facilitate their restoration. 
He raised up Pharaoh and hardened his heart in order to show forth the power of God 
and that the name Yahweh would be proclaimed in all the earth. Nebuchadnezzar was 
used by God to punish Judah for their sin and he was humbled by God until his reason 
returned to him and he blessed the Most High and praised and honored him who lives 
forever. The great might and resources of world leaders all comes to nothing before 
God. He alone is the Lord. 

It does not matter that great men deny YAHWEH, he still exists. No one else is to be 
worshipped and no one else can save and redeem. We read, 

Isaiah 40:12–17 (ESV) — 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his 
hand and marked off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a 
measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? 13 Who has 
measured the Spirit of the Lord, or what man shows him his counsel? 14 Whom did he 
consult, and who made him understand? Who taught him the path of justice, and taught 
him knowledge, and showed him the way of understanding? 15 Behold, the nations are 
like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the dust on the scales; behold, he 
takes up the coastlands like fine dust. 16 Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its 
beasts enough for a burnt offering. 17 All the nations are as nothing before him, they 
are accounted by him as less than nothing and emptiness.  

 The Reader's Digest some time ago carried an article entitled Finding God in 
Uncertain Times. After a litany of popular problems and woes which were compounded 
greatly by the September 11 tragedy, several ways to find God were suggested. A 
skeptic starts to pray, "O God you are here. O God I am Here." An unbeliever uses the 
Buddhist "metta" or loving-kindness prayer practice. Pray to whatever God you imagine 
being there but begin to pray and you will find god. But all this is worthless if the God we 
pray to is not YAHWEH God who has created all that is, whom no one can instruct or 
counsel. Prayers to Allah, Buddha, Mao, Tao, or a totem pole are worthless because 
there is only one God and he is YAHWEH. He says, I am YAHWEH, and there is no other; 
besides me there is no God.  

Our nation is engaged in a global war against terrorism to the end that all nations 
would live in freedom and peace and we remember and honor those who died to 
advance the cause of freedom. Yet most people have little understanding of true 
freedom. Most it would seem want the freedom to do as they please; to worship the 
gods of their own choosing. They want the freedom to sin but that is really another form 
of slavery. It is more tyranny. One of our great presidents well said, “True freedom is not 
the freedom to do as we choose but it is the freedom to do as we ought”. True freedom 
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permits us to live in accord with the law of God and to worship the True and Living God 
as we should. 

The True and Living God is not merely a God of mercy but also of justice. He 
forms light and creates darkness. He makes well-being or shalom and creates 
calamity. The Hebrew concept of shalom, which we regularly translate as peace, does 
not refer to absence of war but to prosperity or good health or well-being or safety. And 
the word translated calamity is translated evil in other contexts. Since God is not the 
author of moral evil the evil contemplated here in Isaiah 45:7, is that of just punishment. 
God is thrice holy and separate from sin. In him is no darkness at all. James writes, 

James 1:13-15 (ESV) 

13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God 
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is 
tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

Again we read, 

Amos 3:3–6 (ESV) — 3 “Do two walk together, unless they have agreed to meet? 
4 Does a lion roar in the forest, when he has no prey? Does a young lion cry out from 
his den, if he has taken nothing? 5 Does a bird fall in a snare on the earth, when there is 
no trap for it? Does a snare spring up from the ground, when it has taken nothing? 6 Is 
a trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not afraid? Does disaster come to a city, 
unless the Lord has done it?  

 The answer to these rhetorical questions is of course, no! When disaster or 
calamity (or evil) comes to a city we must know that GOD has done it. 

So God creates calamity and hell is the final calamity to be brought upon the world 
of unbelief and hatred of God the Lord. God deals with sinners according to his good 
pleasure. Paul writes, 

Romans 9:14-21 (ESV) 

14 What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 15 For 
he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion 
on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but 
on God, who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I 
have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my name might be 
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proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he 
hardens whomever he wills. 

19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his 
will?” 20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its 
molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to 
make out of the same lump one vessel for honored use and another for dishonorable 
use?  

God is both mercy to his people and justice to his enemies. There is no 
relationship better than that of Christ to his church. There is no true happiness in 
anyone other than YAHWEH GOD. Do you want to be a vessel of mercy? Do you want to 
be with God in heaven when you die? Repent of your sins and believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. He alone can save. To be saved we must look to the only true God who 
works all things according to the counsel of his will.  


