
Mark 1:16  And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and 

Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 

17  Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers 

of men." 18  They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 19  When He 

had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and 

John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. 20  And 

immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat 

with the hired servants, and went after Him. (NKJV)  

 

If you are casually reading through the book of Mark you would get the idea that 

Simon, Andrew, James and John had no idea who Jesus was.  They were just 

minding their own business and doing their jobs.  Then Jesus called them in some 

mystical way so that they suddenly, without any forethought, dropped 

everything to follow Christ. 

We have learned from the other Gospels that this is not the case.  We already know 

that Andrew, Simon, Phillip and Bartholomew were investigating Christ.  They 

had been along when Jesus talked to Nicodemus and when Jesus ministered to 

Samaria.  They had also seen Jesus turn water into wine.  It is very likely James 

and John were along at that time as well.  So these guys had a chance to see what 

Jesus was made of.  This choice to follow Christ was preceded with decisions to 

investigate Christ.  They were already spiritually alert and interested.  Some of 

them were disciples of John.  We see that God was calling them a while before 

they heard the words of Christ.   

Between Mark 1:15 and our text today, a few more things had happened that Mark 

doesn’t tell us about. 

When Christ came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him.  They had seen some of 

the things that Christ had done.  They saw what Christ did in the temple.  Christ 

taught in their synagogues.  Anyone who was involved in the synagogue would 

have been hearing what Christ was teaching.  They would have a chance to listen 

and to check out what He was saying. 

Then there was the nobleman whose son was sick at Capernaum. Jesus told the 

man to go home as his son had been healed.  As the man was returning home his 

servants met him on the road and told him that his son got better at the very time 

Jesus told him to go home. 

Then Jesus went to his home town, Nazareth.  This is where he read in the 

synagogue from Isaiah 62:1,2.  Then he sat down and essentially said- this has 

been fulfilled.  The people would have clearly understood that Jesus was saying 

that He is the Messiah this passage prophesied.   

A bunch of them seemed to get stuck on the fact that this was Joseph’s son.  And 

they would have all known the gossip that Jesus was, in their minds, illegitimate.   



Jesus responded by telling them that often in scripture many were passed by for the 

blessing of God and that blessing was given to the most unlikely.  He told them 

that no prophet is accepted in his own country.  By the time he was done they were 

outraged.  They grabbed him and drug him to the cliff outside of town.  They were 

going to throw him off of it.  But at some point he simply walked through the 

crowd and left. 

So all this had happened.  Some of the disciples he is calling this morning were 

probably with Him when it did.  Certainly they would have heard of some, if not 

all of it. 

And this was not small stuff.  Jesus turned water into wine.  That is impossible.  He 

healed a boy in another town.  That is impossible.  He was making incredible 

claims about Himself.  He was doing ministry to the least likely people.  And he 

had already had his life threatened.  He could hold his own among the most 

religious people in the land, teaching them about real spirituality.  That is the Jesus 

these fishermen would have known about. 

Then Jesus goes to Capernaum where our text begins. 

 Mark 1:16  And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and 

Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 

17  Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers 

of men." 18  They immediately left their nets and followed Him. By this time 

Jesus was preaching, “Repent for the kingdom of  heaven is at hand”.  This 

message must go out.  This ministry must be expanded.  And Jesus chose to do this 

the way He always has.  He sends disciples.  He sends followers.  But first He 

must bring them to Himself.  First he must disciple them, train them. 

So Jesus has already picked some for this purpose.  He didn’t just happen to be out 

for a stroll.  Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee because that is where 

fishermen work.  And He had an appointment with a few fishermen. 

So He walked down to where the fishermen were and He found the fishermen He 

was looking for.  He saw Peter and Andrew.  And what were they doing?  I really 

like how this is described.  They were fishing because they were fishermen.  Yep.  

That is what fishermen do.  They fish.   

I read that the Sea of Galilee is a beautiful lake.  I have a friend who owns a fly 

fishing guide service in Montana.  He took me out on his drift boat one day, 

pointed to the sky and the woods on either side and to the beautiful river and he 

said, “don’t you love my office.”  I imagine these fishermen were made of the 

same stuff.  They had hard work to do, but they did it in a beautiful environment 

that they probably grew to appreciate. 

That is where Jesus is when he finds these guys doing what they are good at.  

There is something to note here.  Consider who Christ is not calling.  He is not 

calling the experts at religion.  He is not calling the Pharisees and Sadducees.   



You cannot, by your own effort, qualify yourself  for God’s call.  You will find 

that God’s call is actually what qualifies you for spiritual effort.   

Christ is calling common men who are involved in common lives doing common 

labor.  They were fishing because that is what they did.  That is what they knew.  

And that is how they carried out their obligations to their families.  This is the 

place that real life happens and this is the place that God meets us.  God intrudes 

into normal lives of people doing normal things and He produces some 

supernatural results. 

Now notice what Jesus says to them. 

17  Then Jesus said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers 

of men." 
Follow me is a command.  It is an imperative.  He is not asking them if they want 

to follow Him.  He is commanding them to follow Him.  The Christ, the Messiah, 

has chosen them for this position and they have no right to refuse.  He has the right 

to choose whatever He wants for His creations.  He holds a position of authority 

and we see here that He uses it. 

He says, Follow me.  In a different level, that is what He commands everyone.  We 

are told in scripture that God commands that everyone repent. 

Acts 17:30  Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now 

commands all men everywhere to repent, 31  because He has appointed a day 

on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has 

ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead." 

(NKJV) 

Our world thinks they are free to decide what they want about God.  They think 

somehow their decisions control their destiny.  If they don’t like spiritual things, 

that is ok they think.  They come up with some moral framework where they 

cannot, and will not, be held accountable for sins.  They come up with a god of 

their own making who would not even think to punish someone like they are. 

But scripture tells us that God commands everyone to repent.  If they do not repent 

they are in direct rebellion of a direct command of God.  There is nothing optional 

about this command.  When this command is disobeyed there are direct and eternal 

consequences.   

Never get the idea that people are free to choose the destiny they want.  They can 

only choose which Master they will serve.  Their destiny is ultimately coupled to 

that choice. 

Ultimately Christ calls all men to believe upon Christ and be saved.  He commands 

all to repent.  He does not elect all, but He commands all.  I will be the first to 

admit that we really can’t understand how men can be held responsible in light of 

this truth.  But clearly God holds them responsible.  And there are very many 

things that we don’t understand in the realm that God lives. 



 

 

Now with these fishermen, the call is more specific than a call to salvation.  He is 

calling them to follow Christ and become evangelists.  It is still a command. 

But he does not leave it at just the command.  He tells them His intentions for 

them.  He has intentions for their good and not for their harm.  Isn’t that what 

scripture tells us about the intentions God has for us as well.  He will never leave 

us or forsake us.  Nothing will separate us from the love of God.  All things will 

work for our good. 

Often when God commands us to do something, He gives us a glimpse of His 

intentions for us. 
In this case he tells the fisherman what Christ intends to do with them.   

These men were men who caught fish.  God has something bigger for them.  He 

has an identity that is greater than that which they would choose for themselves.  

He has a mission that is greater than catching fish.  God will make of them things 

that they would have never thought to become themselves. 

He says He will make them become Fishers of men. 

Evidently this phrase, fishers of men, was not new to Jesus.  The philosophers of 

Christ’s day would use this phrase referring to capturing the minds of their 

followers.  They would fish for men with ideas.  They would bait them with truth 

and bring them in. 

We will find that Christ uses it a bit differently.  He refers to the Gospel as a net 

that will scoop up all those that God has chosen. 

Now think about what you would think if you were these men.  We already 

proved that these men knew about Christ.  They knew He was special.  They knew 

He had heavenly authority to do amazing things.  And they had already seen the 

ministry results He was producing.  People were being dramatically changed.  He 

was doing a ministry that turned people’s lives upside down.  Repentance was 

producing amazing fruit.   

That same Jesus had picked them for an amazing adventure.  He had chosen them 

to go with Him.  They were going to be His ministry partners.  And He was not 

taking them with Him so they could come back as better fishermen.  His intent 

was not to improve them in their current identities.  He was going to give them 

totally new ones.  They were going to move from the honorable trade of fishing to 

the supernatural job of evangelists.  They will be bringing in figurative nets full of 

people into the Kingdom of God.   

Wow, what a career change.  I doubt that any of these guys thought they were 

qualified to accept this apprenticeship.  They were fishermen, for goodness sake.   

This would be like if Jarrod were out farming in his potato fields and a limo pulled 

up.  A man from the federal government got out, walked out to Jarrod in the 



middle of his field and told him, “Jarrod, the president has selected you to be the 

head of the department of agriculture.”  Don’t worry.  He will teach you how. 

That would be a little like what this calling would have meant to these guys. 

And notice that Jesus says, “I will make you become fishers of men”.  There is no 

impression that is created by this statement that would lead us to believe these guys 

would be innately good at fishing for men.  He doesn’t say, “Peter, I am picking 

you for this job because I have been watching you fish and the way you deal with 

those fish convinces me you would be great with people.”  No.  Christ is going to 

give them a new job and a new identity.  And He is the one who will make it 

happen.  They are not transitioning to fishers of men.  They will BECOME 

fishers of men.  They must become it because they are not fishers of men now.  In 

fact we will see evidence later that shows they would rather be lightning bolters 

of men that fishers of them.  But Christ will make them become what He has in 

mind for them. 

Jeremiah, in either kindergarten or first grade, did not want to go to school.  When 

Carla asked him why, he said that he didn’t want to go to school because he didn’t 

know how to read.  It took him a while to be comforted by the fact that you go to 

school to learn how to read, not to be punished because you do not know how 

to read. 

Sometimes we, too, are afraid of what God wants us to be.  Because we think that 

we must be it right away.  We think we  must start by being that which God 

wants us to become.  We would do well to rest in the fact that Christ will make us 

become it.  First, we know He has the ability to do this thing.  Really, the one who 

made the heaven and the earth, are we really going to doubt there is anything else 

that he cannot make?  And whatever He has in mind for us, we will become it.  

There is a process.  He will take as much time as it takes for Him to make us 

become what He wants us to be.  Look at the amazing patience Christ had with the 

disciples, and the clock was ticking for Christ.  He knew He had three years to get 

these guys up to speed.  That is all. 

So Christ calls these first two fishermen.  He calls them to a complete change in 

identity.  And He tells them that He will take full responsibility to get them into 

being something far greater than they would have ever imagined for themselves. 

Now God does not call us all to be full time evangelists.  He doesn’t call us all to 

leave our occupations.  But He does have plans for us to make of us far better 

things than we would have ever planned for ourselves.  He has identities in mind 

for us that are greater than we would have chosen for ourselves. 

He has plans for all of us to grow in our ministry to people.   

When Brad was in high school, I doubt that he thought he would, one day, be in a 

position of leadership in a church. 



Jeremiah, would you have thought when you were young that you would ever 

overcome your anger and be able to love people as you are learning to do? 

Ladies who have taught at our school, did you imagine that God would have used 

you to accomplish what was accomplished in that ministry? 

I have had two of the greatest honors in my life over the last several years.  I have 

had the chance to preach at the weddings of two of my children and am looking 

forward to the third. 

Now if you asked my mom when I was in high school if she thought I would ever 

be able to be capable of having any chance of showing any selfless love toward my 

wife and kids in such a way that my kids would grow up normally, she would 

have had lots of room for doubt.  She would have probably thought that it was a 

miracle, and it probably was, that they would have been taught to love the Lord.  

And then to be trusted to deliver God’s mail at those occasions, if she had any 

sense she would have been shocked.  If she was not shocked, it would be because 

she understood this concept.  “I will make you become”.  That is the story of every 

Christian’s life.  I will make you become. 

Oh what a relief it is when we trust in God to do in us what we could never do for 

ourselves.  I will make you become. 

Do you need changes in your life?  Are there places where you know you are not 

what you should be?  Trust God.  Give yourself wholeheartedly over to His 

guidance.  Trust Him and obey Him.  And you will find that it is HE who will 

make you become. 

18  They immediately left their nets and followed Him. 

If you ever want an example to follow, here is one for sure.  The fishermen were 

doing what they do.  They were fishing.  Their attention was totally focused on 

fishing.  Christ came by.  He drew their attention to Himself.  And he gave them a 

direct command that applied to their lives without question.  How did they 

respond?  They dropped everything they were doing, everything they knew, 

everything they were comfortable with, maybe everything that they felt they 

absolutely needed.  And they did what Christ said. 

Here sits the answer to most of our problems. 

Here is displayed the reason for much of our self induced misery. 

It is in the word, immediately. 

What do you know you should do today but you won’t do it today? 

Where do you know you should obey, but you are delaying obedience? 

Where do you refuse to be uncomfortable?  Where do you refuse to let go of those 

things you feel you need?    Where do you refuse to take on this challenge of a new 

identity, a new way of life?  Where do you delay to leave your nets and do what 

Christ says?  Well, welcome to misery.  It lives in the delay between knowing what 

you should do and doing it. 



Do you notice what the fishermen’s response is gloriously free of?  Excuses. 

Do you really think they could not have had some?  Do you think they weren’t 

tempted with some? 

But Christ, how am I going to pay my house payment? 

But Christ, what will my wife think of this? 

But Christ, I had big plans for this fishing business. 

But Christ, I have never done anything like this before. 

But Christ, surely you understand I must have this fishing business.  It makes me 

feel secure. 

Nope.  We see none of it.  And what do we see as time goes on?  We see people 

who are used of God in ways that changed world history.  Never delay obedience.  

Never say no to a direct command that you know applies to you.  Never distrust 

God’s intentions for you to the place you choose to disobey Him.  We would all do 

well to follow the fishermen in their response. 

The nets aren’t worth hanging on to.  Only Jesus is. 

19  When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of 

Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. 

20  And immediately He called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the 

boat with the hired servants, and went after Him. (NKJV)  
Here we see more of the same.  Guys doing their respectable jobs.  They were 

doing what fishermen do.  Nothing exceptional.  Nothing out of the norm. 

But what comes next is exceptional and very out of the norm. 

Christ called them to come follow Him. 

And what do they do?  They dropped everything and followed Christ. 

Now in this instance we are told a little more about the fishing business.  This 

business may have been a bit more developed than the one that Andrew and Peter 

are leaving. 

Here we are shown family ties and involvement in a bigger business.  James and 

John seem to have more to leave.  They have a father who probably owns the 

business.  They have hired hands, so the business is a bit bigger.  It is clearly a 

family business. 

So in this instance we have James and John who are not just leaving their comfort.  

This is more than just their way of life and a means of income. 

They are leaving a business opportunity.  They are leaving a way of setting 

themselves up in the future.  Maybe they are leaving their retirement plan.   

On top of that they are leaving their father.  Aren’t we supposed to love our parents 

and honor them?  How is this doing that? 

We don’t know all the details, but we do know that we are always wisest when we 

obey those commands that we know God has directed to us.  In this case, the Lord 

of the universe was telling these two fishermen that they are to leave their father 



and they are to leave their business opportunity and they are to come with Christ.  

And in this case we are not told that Christ told them what He intended to make of 

them.  All we know is that he called them and they came. 

It would be interesting to know more.  It would be interesting to know what 

conversation went on in the boat.  Would these brothers be misunderstood and 

wrongly judged by their father and the servants?  We don’t know.  It is highly 

likely.  Following Christ often has a relational cost.  Not everyone is going to be 

for it.  People who don’t understand will often be critical of the decision.  It will 

often hurt us to have what we are doing be so misjudged.  But in the end, the only 

thing that matters is who gave the command.  A command from Christ trumps 

everything and everyone. 

And there is one more thing here to point out. 

It says “they went after him”. 

Isn’t that the best statement about life. 

This would be a great statement to put on someone’s tombstone. 

He went after Christ. 

Isn’t that what all life is about?  Are we following Christ?  Are we obeying Him?  

Is what He wants in any temptation or any life choice or any suggestion of our 

flesh what wins?   

This isn’t talking about creating a Christian image or saying the right Christian 

things or pretending to have Christian virtues.  This is about what we really do in 

our moments and days, inside and outside of our homes.   

In your dealing with your kids, are you really going after Christ?  Or are you just 

blurting out the fleshly stuff that wells up in you?  Do you think through what will 

most likely produce the result in your kids that will glorify Christ?  Or can’t you 

wait that long?  You have just got to say what comes to your tongue? 

And how about with our spouses?  Same thing?  Do we go after Christ in these  

relationships?  Do we consider what would most glorify Christ and what would 

most accomplish His ends?  Do we consider our responses in the light of truth?  Or 

do our tongues just gush out with the stuff that represents more of the world than 

of Christ?  Will we do the hard work of considering how to best deal with a 

situation in our marriage to represent our Savior, or do we just let ‘er fly? 

You see, those who know us best can tell us about whether we are going after 

Christ.  Those who know us best know when our talking cannot be believed 

because our walking shows that we love something completely different than our 

Lord. 

Have you noticed that people have quit taking your words seriously?  Have you 

noticed that when you start talking about spiritual things people are tuning you 

out?   There are two possibilities.  Either the people you are speaking to are not 



spiritually interested.  Or you have proven by your actions that you don’t believe 

your own words.  And people are no longer convinced you are going after Christ. 

Can people say of us at Ferndale Church, they went after Christ? 

We have our creeds and we have our beliefs, but at our core, what are we doing?  

Are we going after Christ? 


