
1276a - DO NOT LOVE the WORLD - 1 John 2:15-17 

PRELIMS. This passage used to frighten/sadden me (until I studied them)! I love the world – I love 
life and many things that are in life. I look forward to life each morning! On the surface of these 
verses it may appear that we have to hate everything in this world. I have met Xns who hate life and 
complain about everything that goes on in the world! They want to 'get away from it all' to die and 
to be with Christ! That is a terrible ‘reflection’/indictment on the wisdom of God in creation! 

The Scriptures command us to appreciate God’s creation – after all God did make everything good 
in the beginning. And God rejoiced over it. In a real good sense, He was ‘proud’ of it. And even yet  
whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just...pure...lovely...commendable, if there is 
any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things! There are things in 
this world that are excellent and praiseworthy which we do well to consider! 

Are we to believe that man and the Fall ruined it all completely and destroyed the work of God so 
that all is evil and there is nothing at all in the world that we are to enjoy?  Beware of Gnosticism! 
The philosophy that believes all matter is evil – spirit is good. The Docetists believed Christ did 
not have a body because they believed he was a good man, so he could not have a material body! 

We have to be careful in contrasting the Church with the world that we do not get the idea the 
world per se is an evil thing. As if, it is innately corrupt. It is God’s creation and is destined for a 
wonderful future. At creation God gave Adam things to do in the world and with the world. Adam 
was to make it into a wonderful habitation! That will still happen! The world is not a lost cause. 
Even at this moment in time there is much in it to admire – and much in it to enjoy! 

So what does John mean in these verses? He means something! Thankfully John defines  what he 
means by ‘the world’! He does not mean the material elements or things 'outside' the church! 

*By 'the world', John means those things not created by the Father all that is in the world (this 
world we are not to love) is not from the Father but is from the world (16). There is in life, a 
‘world’ of evil that is not from God but from the devil. It has come thru the Fall of mankind! 

John very helpfully spells out for us what he means, he says: all that is in the world - the desires of 
the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions - is not from the Father but is from the 
world – ie, the world of lust, pride, arrogance, boastfulness, self-centredness, smugness – these 
things, are not from God but from fallen human nature! They are the consequences of the Fall! 

Many Xns, have taken up this passage and distorted its meaning and given it a meaning it does not 
have. People talk of ‘worldliness’ – there is no such word in the AV! We hear a lot about being 
‘worldly’ (only 2 in AV, ‘worldly lusts’ and ‘worldly sanctuary’). Various denominations have 
different ‘worldly icons’ by which it determines a person spirituality! It can be ‘bobbed hair’, 
lipstick, earrings, bangles, card-playing, theatre, films, etc! A preacher wearing a ‘very worldly tie’! 

When we study the Bible and the term ‘the world’, we find that it is impossible to have a worldly 
tie! Because the Biblical meaning of worldly refers to an attitude/spirit/desire/feelings/mindset! 
To be worldly means to have the mind and attitude and desires that the unbelieving world have! 

It is the spirit and attitude we have that does not come from God. Look: Paul= Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God (1Cor 2:12). A Xn gets a new 
spirit/attitude towards everything when he is converted! You see, it is how we view things that can 
be worldly. You could be worldly in your attitude towards your house, your garden, your car, your 
business, your library, your children, your university degrees. Whatever your status symbol 
admires, that can minister and feed your pride! Something which in itself may be legitimate and 
good may become something worldly, because you give it a place in your affections and life! 



Yes, there are some nouns (things) in the world that we must not love. We must not love evil – the 
things God has pronounced as evil, whatever unbelievers, or the public may think of them. We must 
not love the world that is dominated by and under the ‘spell’ of Satan! We must not love the works 
of darkness, the occult world, the immoral world, the world of possessions and position! 

Now there are two extreme views associated with the church. On the one hand there are those 
known as antinomians!  Against law! They believe, as long as you believe in Jesus, worship God, 
take the Lord’s Supper that is all that is required. You can live almost as you like. You are not 
under the law, you have been saved by grace. Nothing else is required. It doesn’t matter if you 
keep on swearing, taking God’s name in vain, getting drunk, telling lies, watching porn, deceiving 
the taxman. With this group, as long as you believe the kind of life you live does not really matter. 
You are not under the law as a rule of life! Faith alone saves!  

Then there is the other extreme – those who believe anything that is not to do with ‘Church’ or the 
Bible, is evil! The only right things are the things that are ‘religious’! Everything is evil except the 
Bible, Church and religion. Any hobbies, past-times, interests, recreations, are evil because they are 
not mentioned in the Bible! But of course that principle of things not mentioned in the Bible proes 
too much!  On that basis we should not wear pyjamas – because no such principle in Bible! Also on 
that basis we should not have Sunday Schools because not mentioned in the Bible! 

But there are ‘grey’ areas in life, which can only be determined by the circumstances! The idea that 
everything out there in the world is evil is the theology of the monastery, the convent, the cloister – 
keep out the world! But it doesn’t work. The world is in our hearts and .8!  

Our Con of Faith puts it well, ‘there are some circumstances concerning the worship of God and 
the government of the Church, common to human actions and societies, which are to be ordered by 
the light of nature and Christian prudence, according to the general principles of the Word, which 
are always to be observed’![Ch 1, par6]. Circumstances can determine whether something we 
should do something or not.  

Take drinking wine. Nothing per se wrong – in fact Scripture commands it use a little wine for your 
stomach’s sake (1Tim 5:23] But there is the doctrine of expediency! If we have a weakness in that 
area we need caution All things are lawful for me but I will not be enslaved by anything (1Cor 
6:12). And if there is present a brother/sister that has a weakness in drinking wine then we should 
abstain. But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the 
weak 1C8:9] because it is a sin to have excess of wine (1P 4:3) 

In the documentary ‘The Hamburg Cell’ re 9/11, one of the terrorists was asked during his training 
time, was he committed to Islam. He replied ‘I want my life to count for something – yes’. Every-
thing was ‘centred’ around promoting Islam! Even although it involved killing 1,000s of people. 
How anti-Biblical! APP Is Christ the centre of your life? “The world is passing away alonh with its 
desires but whoever does the will of God abides for ever (17)! Living a life without God/Christ has 
no future and is a life that won’t count!


