
Gospel of John Chapter 15D 

 

Let’s begin by remembering the context: This is the last night Jesus will spend with his disciples 

before his death. He is diligently preparing them for his departure: 

 

In Chapter 13 He clearly revealed his servant’s heart and exhorted them;    (John 13:15)     “I 

have given you an example, that you also should do just as I have done to you.” 

 Then He gave them a “New Commandment” simple and straight forward, “That you love 

one another as I have loved you.” 

 

After supper Jesus comforted them w/ the promise of an eternal dwelling: “if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.” 

 He promised to send the Holy Spirit, “Another Comforter” one who would: “teach you all 

things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.”   

 

In Chapter 15 he spoke to them of the importance of ABIDING in him and so they would bear 

fruit for the glory of God. 

 BUT in the second half of chapter 15, Jesus’ words take on a different tone: 

 

Quote:  Dr James Montgomery Boice: 

“Up to this point Jesus has stressed the blessings that naturally come to one who has left all to 

follow him. He has been doing this in order to comfort the disciples, for they were rightly 

distressed at thoughts of their Lord’s pending departure. But now the emphasis changes, and 

instead of privileges Christ speaks of persecution. The dominant theme is the hostility of the 

world to Christ and his followers, the word “hate” or “hatred” being repeated seven times.” 

 7 times in 8 verses Jesus uses the word “HATE” to describe the opposition they would face 

from the world. 

 

From its inception on the day of Pentecost, the church of Jesus Christ has always faced 

opposition. 

 IN Acts chapter 2 the church is born. In Acts chapter 4 the disciples experience their first 

imprisonment. 

 

Acts 4:1  And as they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the temple and 

the Sadducees came upon them, 2  greatly annoyed because they were teaching the people and 

proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3  And they arrested them and put them in 

custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 

 

Acts Chapter 5 the Apostles find themselves once again in the public jail. 

Acts Chapter 7 Stephen becomes the church’s first martyr. (stoned to death as he called upon the 

Lord to receive his spirit) 

 

The stoning of Stephen kicked off an aggressive persecution of the church led by that zealous 

Pharisee, Saul of Tarsus. 

 

 



After the conversion of Saul the Lord sent Ananias to speak with him, “Go, for he is a chosen 

instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel. 16  

For I will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 

 And suffer he did. 

2 Corinthians 11: 23b with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, 

and often near death. 24  Five times I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. 

25  Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a 

night and a day I was adrift at sea; 

26  on frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own 

people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger 

from false brothers; 27  in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, 

often without food, in cold and exposure. 

 

Moving on after the first Apostles: Historians record 10 major persecutions within the first 300 

years of the church’s existence: 

 (Emperor Worship) Citizens were required to offer a pinch of incense on the altar to the 

divine Emperor. Christian’s refusal to worship Caesar was viewed as unpatriotic and was at 

times severely punished. 

 Letters have survived between the Emperor Trajan and Pliny the Younger (governor of 

Bithynia 111 – 113AD) which makes it clear that the profession of Christ could be a capital 

offense.    

1. Persecution under Nero (c. 64-68). Traditional martyrdoms of Peter and Paul. 

2. Persecution under Domitian (r. 81-96). Exile of the Apostle John and martyrdom in 

Smyrna referred to in Rev 2:13 

3. Persecution under Trajan (112-117). Christianity is outlawed but Christians are not 

sought out. 

4. Persecution under Marcus Aurelius (r. 161-180). Martyrdom of Polycarp. 

5. Persecution under Septimus Severus (202-210). Martyrdom of Perpetua. 

6. Persecution under Decius (250-251). Christians are actively sought out by requiring 

public sacrifice. Martyrdoms of bishops of Rome, Jerusalem and Antioch. 

7. Persecution under Valerian (257-59). Martyrdoms of Cyprian of Carthage and Sixtus II 

of Rome. 

8. Persecution under Maximinus the Thracian (235-38). 

9. Persecution under Aurelian (r. 270–275). 

10. Severe persecution under Diocletian and Galerius (303-324). 

 

In light of the hatred believers would experience from the World, the Lord strongly emphasized 

the importance that Christians LOVE one another?   

 We must function in the love of Vs 17 in order to endure the hatred of Vs 18. 

John 15: 17  These things I command you, so that you will love one another. 

 

Why are Christians uniquely targeted by the world for persecution?  Jesus answers this question 

here in John 15: 

1. The world rejects those who are not part of it. 

2. The world hates believers because it hated Jesus Christ. 

3. The world hates believers because it does not know God. 



John 15:18, “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19  If you 

were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but 

I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 

 

Jesus essentially separates humanity into 2 groups:  The World,  The Chosen 

 The World – (KOSMOS) refers, in this context to the evil, fallen world system comprised of 

unregenerate people controlled by Satan (John 12:31) called the “Prince of this world.” 

 Those He has chosen out of the world. The chosen or elect people of God. Last week we 

touched on this subject as we considered the words of Christ, vs 16  “You did not choose me, 

but I chose you.” 

 

1. The world rejects those who are not part of it.   (THE CHOSEN)  

William Barclay “To put it at its widest – the world always suspects nonconformity. The world 

likes a pattern; it likes to be able to label a person and to classify him and put him in a pigeon 

hole. And anyone who does not conform to the pattern will certainly meet trouble.” 

 Barclay uses Jonas Hanway as an example, he was the man who invented the umbrella. 

Today we find umbrellas everywhere on a rainy day. But when Jonas first tried to introduce 

the umbrella into England, he was pelted with dirt and stones when he walked down the 

street just because he was different. 

 Because we have been born of God we no longer conform to the fallen world, instead we are 

continually being transformed into the image of Christ. 

Ro 12:2  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 

that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 This “Non Conformist” mentality is offensive because it brings to light the sinful patterns of 

our fallen society.   

 They will say things like, “Judge Not! Let him who has no sin cast the first stone.”   

 

The antagonism between God’s people and those who are “Of this world,’ is as old as mankind 

itself: 

1 John 3:12  We should not be like Cain, who was of the evil one and murdered his brother. And 

why did he murder him? Because his own deeds were evil and his brother’s righteous. 

13  Do not be surprised, brothers, that the world hates you. 

 Because Cain’s deeds were evil and the deeds of Abel done in faith were righteous The light 

of Abel’s sacrifice revealed the darkness of Cain’s offering so he killed him. 

 

Proverbs 29: 27 An unjust man is an abomination to the righteous, but one whose way is straight 

is an abomination to the wicked. 

 Solomon describes the natural antagonism between the righteous and the unrighteous. 

 Paul instructed the Ephesian believers not only to separate themselves from the works of 

darkness BUT to EXPOSE them. 

 

Ephesians 5:11,  Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose them. 

 You don’t even have to purposefully set out to offend anyone. 

 By simply NOT participating in their folly you are shining a light on their depravity. 

o Drinking / football pool at Redner’s / walking away from a dirty joke 



 The Word of God is like a mirror that illuminates the sinful condition of a man’s heart. Some 

people respond  violently when their true self is exposed. 

 

Henry Ironsides:   Years ago, when Africa was opened for missionaries, the wife of an African 

chief happened to visit a mission station. The missionary had a little mirror hung up on a tree 

outside his home, and the chief’s wife happened to glance into the mirror. She had come straight 

out of her pagan environment and had never seen the hideous paintings on her face, or her 

hardened features.  

Now, gazing at her own face, she was startled. She asked the missionary, “who is that horrible 

looking person inside the tree?” 

“It is not the tree, said the missionary, the glass is reflecting your own face.” 

She could not believe until she was holding the mirror in her hand. When she finally understood 

she said to the missionary, I must have this glass. How much will you sell it for? 

The missionary did not want to sell his mirror. But the woman insisted so strongly that in the end 

he thought it would be best to sell it to her. A price was set, and she took the glass.  

Fiercely she said, I will never have this glass making faces at me again. She threw it down and 

broke into pieces. 

 

Men and women hated the Lord Jesus Christ for much the same reason. That is why they hate 

him today and why they hate the Bible. God's word reveals our true selves and we don't like what 

we see.  

 

The World hates believers because it hated Jesus Christ. 

John 15:18  “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 

20  Remember the word that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they 

persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 

 Jesus’ obedience to the Father and disregard for the traditions of man infuriated the Jewish 

leadership. 

 The Jewish Fathers invented thousands of regulations in their interpretation of the LAW: 

The 4th Commandment, “Remember the Sabbath Day to keep it holy.” 

 They came up with a list of 39 restrictions which were strictly enforced by the Pharisees. 

 When Jesus healed a paralytic on the Sabbath and told him to pick up his bed and go home, 

their hatred became murderous. 

 At times those who are the most religious can be the most hateful to the message of the 

Gospel. After all, they have diligently labored to please God through ritual and sacrifice and 

you come along declaring the Gospel of Grace. 

 What about all of their hard work – filthy rags….. 

 

John 5: 18  This was why the Jews were seeking all the more to kill him, because not only was 

he breaking the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own Father, making himself equal with 

God. 

John 7:1  After this Jesus went about in Galilee. He would not go about in Judea, because the 

Jews were seeking to kill him. 

 In John 10 when Jesus said that He and the Father were ONE, the Jews picked up stones to 

kill him right there. 



 Jesus warns his disciples “A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, 

they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.” 

 

If we are truly Christ’s disciples and we proclaim the same life changing Gospel we can 

EXPECT, at some point to suffer persecution. 

2Ti 3:12  Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 

 

That solemn warning must be balanced with the anticipation that some people will hear the 

Gospel and be born of God. Jesus said:  “If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.” 

 Knowing that God is at work redeeming lives through the power of his Word we continue to 

declare it boldly even in the face of persecution. 

 

2. The world hates believers because it does not know God. 

John 15: 21  But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not 

know him who sent me. 22  If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have been 

guilty of sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin. 

23  Whoever hates me hates my Father also. 24  If I had not done among them the works that no 

one else did, they would not be guilty of sin, but now they have seen and hated both me and my 

Father. 25  But the word that is written in their Law must be fulfilled: ‘They hated me without a 

cause.’ 

 

People in the World can use the name of Jesus Christ 100 times a day as an expletive and no one 

is offended.  

BUT if you speak the Name of Jesus just ONCE in the proclamation of the Gospel you can easily 

offend 100 people. 

 The prophets declared that Jesus would be a stumbling stone a rock of offence. 

 

Isa 8:14  And he will become a sanctuary and a stone of offense and a rock of stumbling to both 

houses of Israel, a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of Jerusalem.  

 

1 John 3:1 See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 

God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  

 Ultimately the world hates Jesus and his followers because it does not know the one who 

sent him. Because of original sin the natural mind of man is hostile toward God. 

 

Romans 8 7  For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s 

law; indeed, it cannot. 

 Sinful man carries this chip on his shoulder:  (Colossians 1:21, He is alienated from God and 

hostile in his mind.) 

 

Progressive churches of today have come up with a way to ease the hostility between the world 

and the believer.   

 Remember the story of the African woman who saw herself in the mirror. Remember her 

violent reaction? 

 The way to make church more successful in today’s society is to get rid of all of the mirrors. 

 The Mirror according to James is: “the perfect law, the law of liberty” 



James 1: 23  For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 

intently at his natural face in a mirror. 

24  For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 

25  But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer 

who forgets but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 

 

If we question the literal interpretation of God’s Word the mirror becomes distorted. 

  

 If we say that the moral laws of the Old Testament have been done away with in the N.T. 

then we can embrace alternate lifestyles homosexuality, bestiality and incest. 

o Don’t get me wrong, the arms of Jesus are OPEN to every sinner who REPENTS of 

his sin and trusts in the sacrifice of Christ  

o And such were some of you! 

 If we teach pragmatism and call it Christianity (We follow Jesus because it works) 

o I believe because it works for me.  (I have joy and peace of mind) 

o He heals my diseases 

o He blesses me so that I prosper in all that I do. 

 

 If we never mention sin and don’t talk about the wrath of God, people will be more 

comfortable. 

 

 If we just stay away from the verses that speak of depravity and focus on teaching people 

how they can have their best life now, better marriage, better sex we won’t offend anyone.  

(Draw a crowd) 

 If we focus on Spiritual EXPERIENCE and set the Word of God aside then every man can 

do that which is right in his own eyes. 

 

ALL of these philosophies carry a thread of truth, but when they are not accompanied by the full 

council of God they promote false conversion and wrong belief and spiritual confusion. 

 I believe that we are living in a time when the disparity between the world and the true 

church is growing exponentially. We are headed toward a time of persecution. We need to 

know God’s Word, we need to love one another, we need to hold forth the Gospel.   


