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STUDY 7 

‘The Devil  and All  His 
Works’ 

Trevor Faggotter 

The grace of God has appeared in the incarnation of Jesus Christ, bringing salvation to 
all and training us to renounce ungodly and worldly passions (Titus 2:11–14).1 The title 
of this study is a phrase that appears in Luther’s Small Catechism,2 where the church 
teaches that ‘at our baptism we renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways’.  
I hope we will see that naming the devil, as such, and renouncing his works is an oft-
neglected area of Christian teaching in some parts of the church. Some churches have 
diminished their baptismal renunciation to refer only to ‘the evil powers of this world’. 
Others simply omit the question altogether. There is a background to this. The 20th 
century theologian, Rudolph Bultmann—who has influenced today’s church—gave 
expression to the Western world’s reluctance to discuss or mention the devil, when he 
wrote: 

 
It is impossible to use electric light and the wireless and to avail ourselves of modern medical and 
surgical discoveries, and at the same time to believe in the New Testament world of daemons and 
spirits.3 
 

 Nevertheless, the revelation given by Jesus and the apostles is that the devil—also 
called Satan, and the ancient serpent—is a creature (as are demons) and that we 
should not be ignorant of Satan’s devices (Rev. 12:9; 20:2; 2 Cor. 2:11). Indeed, as 
Jesus resisted the devil and all his works (Matt. 4:1–13), a forgiven person, justified in 
the Sonship of Jesus Christ, is equipped and armed in the Spirit to do likewise by 
grace.  

THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL 

The Son of God appeared to destroy the works of the devil (1 John 3:8). The following 
quotation gives us a succinct, comprehensive overview of the devil’s works:  

 
                                                

1  Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations in this study are from the New Revised Standard Version. 
2  Dr. Martin Luther’s Small Catechism, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, (1943) 1971, p. 180.  
3  Rudolph Bultmann, in ‘The New Testament and Mythology’, in Kerygma and Myth: A Theological Debate, 

vol. 1, R. Bultmann et al. (S.P.C.K., London, 1953), p. 5. 
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When we ask, ‘What are the works of the devil?’, then we answer that they include Satan’s rebellion 
against God, the fall of angelic powers, the setting up of the world system with its own wisdom, the 
temptation and fall of man, the coming of death, the reign of sin through fear of death, the reign of 
death through the tyranny of sin, the bondage of demonic powers through oppression and sicknesses, 
the power and hostility of the flesh against God, the inciting of the wrath of the holy God, the fracture 
of the relationships of the human race, and the inculcation of bitterness, hatred and anger throughout 
the creation. 
   If possible an even more terrible operation concerns ‘the works of the devil’, namely Satan’s 
emulation of God. His high pride has conceived a system which is not merely the counterfeit of the 
real, but the counterpart to it all, with the insane hope that it will dethrone God’s system. Hence the 
unontological, anti-ontological, and ante-ontological pretensions of Satan, namely that he has a 
kingdom which is unbeatable, a counterpart trinity of which he is the father, the beast an incarnate 
christ, and the unholy spirit the image or false prophet. The most frightening of all drives is that of 
being worshipped in God’s temple as very-god himself!4 
 

 The devil’s counterpart system includes a sophisticated wisdom, which strikes at 
the foundation of God’s design, namely the Marriage of Christ and his Bride. We will 
concentrate upon this aspect of the plan of God, for it is of utmost importance in terms 
of the wisdom the church needs for her task in creation, and in terms of what all 
nations—and so, everyday people in life—need to grasp in order for humanity to 
move deliberately towards the telos or goal, which has been set for creation. Geoff 
Bingham has written: 

 
We should see that what has been called ‘marriage theology’ is of great importance, if not the 
greatest. When we grasp it we have a key to counselling people, not only regarding marriage, but 
also all of life.5  

THE INTENTION AND PLAN OF GOD 

The biblical narrative reveals that God’s plan for history includes a wedding as the goal 
and culmination of this age (Rev. 21:2). The wedding is that of the Lamb, Jesus Christ 
the holy Son of God, and of his Bride, the holy people of God—the church. This 
wedding launches a renewed, redeemed humanity into a new marriage partnership for 
the age to come. Then, death will be no more—as all things are made new. The new 
creation is a regeneration of all things, a renewed heaven and renewed earth, a universal 
restoration (Matt. 19:28; Rev. 21:1; 2 Cor. 5:17; Acts 3:21). Won and embraced by holy 
love, repentant humanity, through Christ, becomes a full and willing participant in the 
utter oneness, functional beauty and love-unity of the divine nature (2 Pet. 1:4). The 
deep love of Jesus Christ for the Father, and his delight to do his will, is the same love 
lavished in grace upon his Bride—the church (Eph. 1:4; 5:27). This is God’s plan in 
Christ, from before the foundation of the world (Eph. 1:4). The goal or telos of creation 
is made known in advance. God declares the end from the beginning, protologically:  

 
Remember this and consider,  
   recall it to mind, you transgressors, 
   remember the former things of old; 
 

                                                
4  Geoffrey C. Bingham, The Clash of the Kingdoms, NCPI, Blackwood, 1989, pp. 115–116. 
5  Geoffrey C. Bingham, Everything in Beautiful Array, NCPI, Blackwood, 1999, p. 109. 
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for I am God, and there is no other;  
   I am God, and there is no one like me,  
declaring the end from the beginning  
   and from ancient times things not yet done,  
saying, ‘My purpose shall stand,  
   and I will fulfill my intention’ (Isa. 46:8–10). 

THE MARRIAGE: A PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 

In Ephesians 5:31 (RSV), Paul recounts the passage from Genesis 2:24, saying:  
 
For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh. 
 

The immediate context is Paul’s instruction concerning the outworking of love within 
the church and within marriage. However, Paul adds this important insight: 

 
This mystery is a profound one, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church (Eph. 5:32, 
RSV, italics mine).  
 

The profound mystery of marriage refers to Christ and the church. This mystery is not 
something which suddenly came into being. Certainly, in the light of the cross of Christ, 
the revelation of the eternal Son of God as Bridegroom (Matt. 9:15; 25:1ff.; John 3:29) 
and the church as his Bride, undoubtedly came afresh and anew to the apostles. This 
marriage is, however, a transparent part of God’s plan, as many Scriptures indicate (Isa. 
54:5; Jer. 3:20; 31:32; Ezek. 16; Hosea 2:16), and especially as Paul’s quotation of 
Genesis 2:24 here confirms.  
 Markus Barth points out the prophetic nature of the Genesis 2:24 text: ‘A man will 
leave . . . will be joined . . . the two will become one’—this is prophecy of that which 
will (or shall) happen. Barth makes this comment: 

 
The substance of this promise according to Paul is not only marital bliss: it is Christ’s love for the 
church. Therefore what Gen 2:24 says about union in ‘one flesh’ is for Paul a prophecy more than 
anything else. Marriage stands under the sign of God’s promise; it is not at the mercy of human 
traditions, laws, and their interpretation.6 
 

Marriage as a prophecy accords with one of Jonathan Edwards’ esteemed insights: 
 
This spouse of the Son of God, the bride, the Lamb’s wife, the completeness of him who filleth all 
in all, is that for which all the universe was made. Heaven and earth were created that the Son of 
God might be complete in a spouse . . . 7  
 

In order to expand our thoughts regarding this insight from Edwards, it is helpful to 
listen to the witness of Scripture, concerning the presence and the intent of the eternal 
Son of God before creation, his activity in creation, and his work during the history of 
                                                

6  Markus Barth, Ephesians: Translation and Commentary on Chapters 4–6, The Anchor Bible, Doubleday, 
New York, 1974, p. 732. 

7  Jonathan Edwards, The ‘Miscellanies’ a–500, The Works of Jonathan Edwards, vol. 13, Thomas A. Schafer 
(ed.), Yale University Press, New Haven, 1994, pp. 271–2. 
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Israel prior to his incarnation—namely the pre-existence of Christ.8 For the Old 
Testament is primarily about Christ (Luke 24:44–47).9 This is so, from Genesis 1:1–2 
onwards. We see this in Hebrews 1:2–3a, John 1:3 and Colossians 1:15–16, where the 
apostolic writers proclaim that it was through the Son of God, present and active, that 
the creation came into being: 

 
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1, ESV).  
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep (Gen. 1:2a, ESV). 

And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters (Gen. 1:2b, ESV). 
 

In the first line—we reason with the apostles—the Son of God has created. In the 
second line, the formlessness and emptiness, and darkness await further creative power. 
In the third line, the Spirit was hovering or fluttering over (cf. Deut. 32:10–12) the 
waters with intent. In a detailed, ground-breaking work, Meredith G. Kline has made a 
good case for interpreting Genesis 1:2b not only as the Spirit of God moving in creative 
power over the primeval formlessness, but also as the covenantal paradigm (pattern) for 
creation. His point is that: ‘The theophanic Glory was an archetypal pattern for the 
cosmos and for man, the image of God’.10 This is, he argues, a foundational and 
pervasive theme in the Scriptures:  

 
The Spirit-Glory of Genesis 1:2b answers to the invisible heavens of Genesis 1:1 and represents a 
coming forth of the Lord of glory out of the invisible into a special earth oriented and adapted 
manifestation to create and consummate, to reveal himself in earth history as Alpha and Omega. 11 
 

The faithful Creator (1 Pet. 4:19) does and will fulfill his covenant bond with 
creation.  
 Kline goes on to show that so many of the significant biblical events are to be under-
stood in the light of Genesis 1:2b. The pattern is seen in the wind subduing the waters 
(Gen. 8:1), and the strong east wind turning the sea into dry land (Exod. 14:21), the 
overarching rainbow as a sign of God’s covenant with the earth (Gen. 9:12ff.), the 
Glory-cloud over Israel (Exod. 13:21), the hovering of the Lord over Israel in the 
howling wilderness waste on the way to Canaan (Deut. 32:10–12), the Creator–Spirit 
riding on the clouds for a chariot and on the wings of the wind (Ps. 104:3), the likening 
of Christ to the Glory–Spirit–Face and the light that shone out of darkness (2 Cor. 4:4–
6), the Spirit at Pentecost moving with hurricane deliberation across the aimlessness 
and emptiness of sinful humanity (Acts 2), effecting new life by the resurrected Christ; 
the archetypal Glory-image of Christ (Rev. 1:12–18) and the church as the ectypal 
image of God (Rev. 21:2). All have their origin in Genesis 1:2b. 
 When, then, we come to Genesis 2:24, we conclude that the Lord God makes 
public and visible the announcement of his intention for redeemed humanity and for 
Christ Jesus, to come together in love, in marital one-ness, to enjoy both union and 
communion forever. 
                                                

8  See 1 Cor. 10:4; Num. 20:8–11; Exod. 17:6; Gen. 32, Josh. 5:13–14; Gen. 14:17–18; Dan. 3:25. 
9  Geoffrey C. Bingham, Christ and the Triune Glory (NCPI, Blackwood, 2001), pp. 31, 39; see also Douglas 

McCready, He Came Down from Heaven (IVP, Downers Grove, 2005).  
10  Meredith G. Kline, Images of the Spirit, Baker Book House, Grand Rapids, 1980, p. 17. See also: 

<http://www.covopc.org/Kline/Creation_Image.html>. 
11  Kline, Images of the Spirit, p. 17. 
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 Every male–female union in marriage is both a prophetic foretelling of God’s 
intention, and a foretaste of the future which God has faithfully planned, as well as a 
moving forward within creation in that fruitful mandate (Gen. 1:28), ever dependent 
upon and in fellowship with the Lord God. The one lethal pitfall to avoid was, and is, 
going it alone, in moral autonomy, by eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and 
evil (Gen. 2:17). That would bring death: ‘for in the day that you eat of it you shall die’.  

THE DEVIL IS A LIAR—AND A MURDERER 

But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die’ (Gen. 3:4). 
 
This was a lie. A lie is a word contrary to the Word of God, the faithful One. This was 
no casual conversation. It was the crafty or shrewd introduction of a different kind of 
wisdom. This was surrogate wisdom, brilliant spin-doctoring—replacement wisdom. 
It was the weapon of choice in the murder plot of one who detests God’s plan. The lie 
is parasitic. It perversely and cancerously feeds off of the one glorious plan. The text 
shows this conversation began very cleverly by sowing subtle doubts while at the 
same time creating a brilliant theological discussion about God, independent of and 
without reference to his Presence. The conversation was both a questioning of the 
word of God (‘Did God say . . . ?’) and a fudging of the identity of God. Notice that 
the words ‘LORD God’ are not used by the serpent, but are replaced with a single word 
‘God’ (Gen. 3:1). Whoever is that? The entire conversation introduces a wisdom born 
of hateful bitter envy and selfish ambition, not coming down from above, but 
haughty, earthly, and unspiritual (James 3:14–15). Such ambition is typified in the 
king of Babylon, who had evil aspirations of divinity: ‘I will make myself like the 
Most High’ (Isa. 14:14, RSV). The lie was cleverly embellished with a false promise: 

 
You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil (Gen. 3:4b–5). 
 

 Eve responded to the deceptive appeal of the lie. The very manner in which Eve and 
then Adam responded to the lie was without true wisdom: a simple ‘Begone, Satan!’ 
(Matt. 4:10, RSV) was required. What we do know is that ‘sin came into the world 
through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all 
have sinned’ (Rom. 5:12). God’s faithful promise and command proved true. Judgement 
came upon the human race: death. As a result, the lie has found lodging in the human 
heart down through history, so as to distort every thought and intention of the heart to 
be only evil continually (Gen. 6:5). Only Jesus has resisted such a terrible state of 
impurity. Apart from him, everyone is a liar (Rom. 3:4; Ps. 116:11; cf. the McCarthy 
trials). Defective belief in Jesus is thus a most dangerous spiritual state to be in. One 
needs to move from such a state into a life of hearing and continuing to hear the Word 
which Jesus speaks. The blinding power of the devil to keep us in the gloom should not 
be underestimated (Col. 1:13). Lies have clout, slander too. Paul groaned in extreme 
pain, recalling the church to the truth—‘until Christ is formed in you’ (Gal. 4:19).  
 Jesus gave us a very important insight when he warned the Jews who had believed 
in him (John 8:31) of the necessity of continuing to hear his Word:  



‘The Devil and All His Works’ 

 

Ministry School 2008 • New Creation Teaching Ministry • www.newcreation.org.au 
 

62 

 
 

You are from your father the devil, and you choose to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer 
from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, 
he speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the 
truth, you do not believe me (John 8:44–45). 
 

 The outworking of the lie has come at huge cost to the human race. Whenever we 
lie, we do great violence to our conscience, to others, and to God and his plan. Ask 
one who murders in wartime! As redeemed people, we feel acutely the pain of a so-
called small ‘white lie’. It is loss of moral glory; it is murder in the making. 
Ultimately this cost is borne by our Father, the Covenant God, who in his suffering 
sends his Son who is murdered. In him, he deals fully, once and for all, with our evil, 
as his wrath burns up sin. 
 We need to see that Satan, or the devil, introduced a counterpart wisdom, which 
finds habitual expression in daily life, wherever we turn. Truth is suppressed. Scripture 
reveals that human history, taking place now, includes the devil’s work. The deceptive, 
seductive power of the unholy woman (Rev. 17–19) is a counterpart to the holy woman, 
the Bride of Christ (Rev. 19, 21). Such is the ontological power of true womanhood—
and the creational goal of union and communion in the Marriage—that, when refash-
ioned and remodelled by the evil one, she can (though evil) still elicit, even from the 
redeemed, astonishment and marvel (Rev. 17:6–7) . . . momentarily, at the least; but too 
often, longer.  
 At the heart of evil was, and is, the hate-filled Satanic opposition to the Marriage of 
the Bridegroom (Christ) and his Bride (the people of God). The one-flesh union of 
male–female, in enduring love, was repugnant to the ancient serpent. Sex and the city 
attempt to outmanoeuvre Marriage and the Holy City. God’s functional union of pur-
pose and intimate mutual indwelling reflects the purpose-filled, extremely beautiful 
Trinitarian love-union of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit as they mutually indwell one 
another.  
 The initial entrance of this deadly wisdom is intangible, obscure and elusive. It 
cannot be wholly traced. Certainly, sinful humanity can never give an objective account 
of the evil in which we have all participated—in Adam, the head of the human race. 
Jesus says quite simply: the devil was a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44). The 
apostle Paul teaches us that there is a mystery of iniquity or of lawlessness (2 Thess. 
2:7). Such dire hatred is probably only fully known to, and understood by, Christ Jesus 
who has defeated evil, overcoming the evil one in his death on the cross. What we do 
know is that the man and the woman willingly ate of the fruit of the tree that was in the 
middle of the garden. Someone described humanity, choosing seduction, as ‘eating 
deceit’.  
 The primal couple exchanged the truth of God for a lie (Rom. 1:25). In this revolt 
they embarked upon a life filled with false hopes and an insane estimate of their own 
capabilities12—to be as God. For they were already like God:  

 
We cannot estimate what the change in relationships did to the primal couple. On the one hand the 
sad thing is that their first child turned out to be a murderer, and on the other the second child 
turned out to be a person of faith. Jesus called him a prophet, and the writer of Hebrews called him 

                                                
12  See J. B. Phillips on Rom. 12:3, in Letters to Young Churches: A Translation of the New Testament 

Epistles (Fontana Books, London, 1957), p. 44. 
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a man of faith. So much for an authentic ‘knowledge of good and evil’ the first couple thought they 
would achieve by listening to the word of the crafty serpent. Perhaps more than we might dream 
about, the serpent was out to discredit the man–woman union and communion. This union was to 
be the type of the one who was to come, whose marriage as Bridegroom to the purified Bride would 
be the goal and meaning of history. To attack marriage on the human level is to attack it as it is on 
the Divine plane.13 

THE WISDOM OF GOD IN CREATION  
WILL NOT BE THWARTED 

The works of the devil and the effects of sin have been catastrophic and cosmic in pro-
portion. Millions lie wounded or slaughtered. Falling short (Rom. 3:23) of the mark may 
not seem too distressing if one thinks of an arrow not reaching a target. However, if one 
thinks of the human race risking all, falling headlong into a canyon, never to arise, being 
so incapacitated by death as to be unable to attend the great wedding day and banquet 
that ensues—then it becomes clear that sin’s outworking has been disastrous.  
 Nevertheless, from the first day of the tragic fall, forward into history, God has 
declared anew his intention concerning the ongoing survival of sin, death and the seduc-
tive influence and power of the evil one—it is doomed. The wisdom of God in creation 
will not be thwarted. The true husband acts. God spoke to the serpent (Satan, the devil), 
thus:  
 

I will put enmity between you and the woman, 
   and between your offspring and hers;  
he will strike your head,  
   and you will strike his heel (Gen. 3:15). 

 
Genesis 3:15 is a prophetic declaration concerning the ongoing conflict for the woman 
(Rev. 12:13–17; 2 Cor. 11:3), as also the definitive coming work of the Messiah– 
Husband:  
 

And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day 
when I act, says the LORD of hosts (Mal. 4:3). 

 
The God of peace will shortly crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you (Rom. 16:20).  

 
The Son of God comes to destroy—by rendering powerless—the works of the devil. He 
comes to be made sin, to deal fully with sin’s penalty, power and pollution. The penalty 
of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 
6:23). The power of sin is the law (1 Cor. 15:56) and the attendant guilt by which Satan 
gains leverage in accusing, manipulating, bullying and further tempting the guilty one. 
That power is broken as God himself justifies and acquits the guilty one through for-
giveness, in the judgement of Christ’s cross. The pollution of sin is a defiled con-
science, broken communion with God, and a polluted creation (Isa. 24:5), with broken 
marriages and angry families, and messed up relationships strewn across the globe, and 
                                                

13  Geoffrey C. Bingham, The Profound Mystery: Marriage Love, Divine and Human, NCPI, Blackwood, 
1995, p. 24.  
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the shame of so doing. Grace in Christ cleanses all this, heals families (Mal. 4:6), mak-
ing people’s lives anew in anticipation of the purity and beauty of the great Wedding. It 
will arrive. 
 All of history subsequent to this first attack upon marriage is the clash of the two 
wisdoms—the wisdom of God and the deceitful tongue of Satan. We are in the battle, 
which has a Victor in Christ, and by faith alone we are in him! To fight the good fight 
is to stand armed in faith, hope and love, in Jesus Christ’s defeat of the enemy, with 
‘one little word’ of true wisdom on our lips. The devil’s works are to be renounced. 
Submit to God’s wisdom. ‘Resist the devil and he will flee from you’ (James 4:7).  
 As the Spirit hovered over the face of the waters, Christ, the Bridegroom, guards 
and makes good his covenant promises for his Bride, and for all creation.  


