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The 1689 Confession of Faith; Chapter 2 – “Of God and the Holy Trinity”, Message #42  – 
“God’s Glory to Conceal”, Presented in the Adult Sunday School Class by  

Pastor Paul Rendall, on July 2nd , 2017. 
 

 
Paragraph 2 – God, having all (r) life, (s) glory, (t) goodness, blessedness, in and of Himself, is alone in 
and unto himself all sufficient, not (u) standing in need of any creature which he hath made, nor deriving 
any glory from them, but only manifesting His own glory in, by, unto, and upon them; He is the alone 
fountain of all being, (x) of whom, through whom, and to whom are all things, and He hath most 
sovereign (y) dominion over all creatures, to do by them, for them, or upon them, whatsoever Himself 
pleaseth; in his sight (z) all things are open and manifest, His knowledge is (a) infinite, infallible, and 
independent upon the creature, so as nothing is to Him contingent or uncertain; He is most holy in all his 
counsels, in (b)all his works, and in all his commands; to him is due (c) from angels and men, whatsoever 
worship, service, or obedience, as creatures they owe unto the Creator, and whatever He is further 
pleased to require of them. 

 
(r) John  5: 26; (s) Psalm 148:13; (t) Psalm 119: 68; (u) Job 22 2-3; (x) Rom 11: 34-36; (y) Dan 4: 25, 34-35;  
 
(z) Hebrews 4:13; (a)  Ezekiel 11: 5; Acts 15: 18; (b) Psalm 145:17; (c)  Rev 5:12-14 

 
Proverbs 25: 2 – “It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is to search out a 
matter.” 
 
It is God’s glory to conceal some things from us which we think He should reveal, but it is our glory, the 
glory of being His children to search out the matters which will reveal to us something more of what God 
would teach us; things which will help us to learn more of His glorious ways and to wait upon Him.   
 
John 11: 1-46 – “Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister 
Martha. It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose 
brother Lazarus was sick.  Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, "Lord, behold, he whom You love is 
sick."  When Jesus heard that, He said, " This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the 
Son of God may be glorified through it."  Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So, when 
He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was. 7 Then after this He said 
to the disciples, " Let us go to Judea again."  The disciples said to Him, "Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to 
stone You, and are You going there again?"  Jesus answered, " Are there not twelve hours in the day?  If 
anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 10 But if one walks 
in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him."  These things He said, and after that He said to 
them, " Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I may wake him up."  Then His disciples said, "Lord, if he 
sleeps he will get well."  However, Jesus spoke of his death, but they thought that He was speaking about 
taking rest in sleep.  Then Jesus said to them plainly, " Lazarus is dead. 15 And I am glad for your sakes 
that I was not there, that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to him."  Then Thomas, who is called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with Him."  So when Jesus came, He 
found that he had already been in the tomb four days.  Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two 
miles away.  And many of the Jews had joined the women around Martha and Mary, to comfort them 
concerning their brother.   
       “Now Martha, as soon as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met Him, but Mary was sitting 
in the house.  Now Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not have died.  
But even now I know that whatever You ask of God, God will give You."  Jesus said to her, "Your brother 
will rise again."  Martha said to Him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day."  
Jesus said to her, " I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall 
live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me shall never die. Do you believe this?"  She said to Him, 
"Yes, Lord, I believe that You are the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the world."  And when 
she had said these things, she went her way and secretly called Mary her sister, saying, "The Teacher has 
come and is calling for you."  As soon as she heard that, she arose quickly and came to Him.  Now Jesus 
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had not yet come into the town, but was in the place where Martha met Him. 31 Then the Jews who were 
with her in the house, and comforting her, when they saw that Mary rose up quickly and went out, 
followed her, saying, "She is going to the tomb to weep there."  Then, when Mary came where Jesus was, 
and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, "Lord, if You had been here, my brother would not 
have died."  Therefore, when Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her weeping, He 
groaned in the spirit and was troubled.  And He said, " Where have you laid him?”  They said to Him, 
"Lord, come and see."  Jesus wept.  Then the Jews said, "See how He loved him!"  And some of them said, 
"Could not this Man, who opened the eyes of the blind, also have kept this man from dying?"  Then Jesus, 
again groaning in Himself, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it.  Jesus said, " Take 
away the stone."  Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him, "Lord, by this time there is a 
stench, for he has been dead four days."  Jesus said to her, "Did I not say to you that if you would believe 
you would see the glory of God?"  Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was 
lying. And Jesus lifted up His eyes and said, "Father, I thank You that You have heard Me.  And I know 
that You always hear Me, but because of the people who are standing by I said this, that they may believe 
that You sent Me." Now when He had said these things, He cried with a loud voice, " Lazarus, come 
forth!"  And he who had died came out bound hand and foot with grave clothes, and his face was wrapped 
with a cloth. Jesus said to them, " Loose him, and let him go."  Then many of the Jews who had come to 
Mary, and had seen the things Jesus did, believed in Him.  But some of them went away to the Pharisees 
and told them the things Jesus did.” 


