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The Missing Element in Evangelism: Repentance 

Introduction:  Why is it that in Pursat there is a pastor of a Charismatic church that is well 

known for his drunkenness and promotion of drinking among Christians?  How is it that he is 

still a pastor and in fellowship with the other Christian leaders?  How can it be that there is a 

professed Christian in Kandieng district that has no need for other Christians and does not need 

the need of being a part of a local church?   Why is it that some professed baptized believers in 

Cambodia continue to go to the Buddhist temples?  Why are there homes of professed 

Christians in Ta Lo where Peht lives full of domestic violence, arguing, envy, jealousy, 

drunkenness, and immorality in Ta Lo?  How could it be that godly Christian pastors in 

Cambodia would fellowship, pray with, and share ministry with leaders known to be corrupt, 

living in sin, or even heretical?  How can it be that missionaries in Cambodia can “lead hundreds 

of people to Christ” and have only a few dozen faithful Christians in their churches?  What is at 

the heart of these problems?  I believe that it comes down to a failure to evangelize biblically.  

There is a missing key in the evangelism of many Christians that leads to these and other 

problems among God’s people.  This missing key in evangelism is the doctrine of repentance. 

    

Summarize briefly Acts 26:1-15.   

 

Read Acts 26:16-18 and be sure to focus on the following:  

 Saul repented and was given a commission from Jesus (v.16-18). 

 The spiritual reality to keep in focus during his ministry: there are only two powers in 

this world: God and Satan.  There are only two sides in the spiritual conflict (Describe 

the many powers in the Cambodian worldview).  His ministry will be entering this 

spiritual conflict and bringing people from Satan’s kingdom to God’s. 

 The need of those to whom he ministers:  they need forgiveness of sins and a share in 

the eternal inheritance promised to those who are God’s people. 

Read Acts 26:19 

 Saul obeyed that commission, becoming the Apostle Paul. 

Read Acts 26:20  

 Obedience to this commission of Jesus led to Paul preaching repentance to those who 

had never heard the gospel. He called upon them to turn to God in both faith and 

obedience. 

 Those to whom Paul preached needed forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life—

part of that inheritance promised to God’s people.  What was the process by which they 

would leave Satan’s kingdom and enter God’s kingdom?  How would they leave spiritual 

darkness and come God’s light?  Paul told them to repent!!!  Without repentance there 

is no forgiveness.  Without repentance there is no share in the eternal inheritance. 
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 What happened when Paul preached this message of repentance? 

Read Acts 26:21 

 Wherever Christians preach repentance there will be persecution.  Calling unbelievers to 

repent is what makes them offended, even angry enough to persecute God’s people.   

 

This passage shows us that this matter of repentance is extremely important.  Repentance has 

everything to do with our understanding of the Gospel itself and how we teach it.  Repentance 

is a missing element in the evangelism of many Christians both in Cambodia and in the U.S.A.  

Failure to preach repentance is one major reason why we are in the mess that we are in in the 

church.  To state it even more strongly, repentance is the truth that separates genuine 

Christianity from false Christianity.  The truth of repentance is what distinguishes between a 

true and false gospel.  What many are teaching is a watered down/diluted gospel and the result 

is a watered down/diluted version of Christianity which is not really Christianity at all. 

 

As we look throughout the NT, we see that the words “believe,” “repent,” “receive,” “turn,” 

“confess” and “obey” are used interchangeably.  This is a very important truth to understand 

because it highlights the true nature of what it means to believe on Jesus.  There is no such 

thing as faith without repentance.  There is no such thing as receiving Jesus as Savior and then 

at some point later making a real commitment to follow Jesus—that would take repentance out 

of salvation and make it optional! 

 

We need to take some time to understand what repentance really means and how this truth 

impacts how we pray and witness.  

 

Repentance is NOT:  1) merely feeling bad about your sins; 2) deciding to start going to church, 

get baptized, or even going forward and praying with a pastor; 3) just being afraid of hell and 

judgment; 4) merely believing that Jesus is God or the historical facts that He died on the cross 

for sins and then rose again;  5) trying to pay for your sins by doing good works (penance); or 6) 

trying to clean up your life so that God will accept you or save you. 

 

What then is repentance?  (bold and italics mine) 

 

Repent. This refers to a change of mind and purpose that turns an individual from sin to God (1 Thess. 

1:9). Such change involves more than fearing the consequences of God’s judgment. Genuine repentance 

knows that the evil of sin must be forsaken and the person and work of Christ totally and singularly 

embraced. Peter exhorted his hearers to repent; otherwise they would not experience true conversion 
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1 MacArthur, J. J. (1997). The MacArthur Study Bible (electronic ed.) (Ac 2:38). Nashville: Word Pub. 
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Repentance.  In the New Testament, this term does not merely mean “change of mind”…it reflects the 

Old Testament and Jewish concept of “turning around” or “turning away” from sin… the New 

Testament uses the term especially for the once-for-all turning a Gentile would undergo when converting 

to Judaism or any sinner would undergo when becoming a follower of Jesus.
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Repentance is a change of mind away from sin and toward God. It is not merely a change of 

opinion. It is a change of view, feeling and purpose respecting God, sin and the sinner 

himself.
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REPENTANCE — a turning away from sin, disobedience, or rebellion and a turning back to God (Matt. 

9:13; Luke 5:32)...repentance and faith are two sides of the same coin: by repentance, one turns away 

from sin; by faith, one turns toward God in accepting the Lord Jesus Christ. Such a twofold turning, or 

conversion, is necessary for entrance into the kingdom.
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We repent when we by the grace of God:  

1. Realize that we do not know the one true God.  It is a change of mind about God. 

2. Realize that we are sinners and deserving of God’s wrath because of our sin and 

unbelief.  It is a change of mind and feeling about our sin. 

3. Realize that Jesus is the Son of God who became man in order to save us from our sins 

and make us right with God through His life, death, and resurrection.  It is a change of 

mind and feeling about Jesus. 

4. Realize that we must be saved by God through Jesus in order to be saved from our sins 

and be forgiven.  Only then can we know God and share in His inheritance.  It is a 

change of mind and feeling about our need of salvation through Jesus alone. 

5. Receive God’s gift of salvation by a faith with a desire to turn away from sin and obey 

God.  It is a change of mind, feelings, and our will, a decision to follow Jesus Christ. 

 

Repentance is a change of allegiance, a change of kingdoms and kings, and a change of masters.   

                                                           
New Testament *New Testament.  The common modern term for the early Christian literature finally declared canonical by the church and 

accepted by nearly all Christians today. 

Old Testament *Old Testament.  The common modern term for the Hebrew Bible (including Aramaic portions) as defined by the Jewish and 

Protestant Christian canons; Jewish readers generally call this the Tenach. 

Gentile *Gentile.  Anyone who is not Jewish. In ancient Jewish parlance, this was often the equivalent of “pagan.” 

2 Keener, C. S., & InterVarsity Press. (1993). The IVP Bible Background Commentary : New Testament. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press. 

3 McCune, R. (2010). A Systematic Theology of Biblical Christianity, Volume 3: The Doctrines of Salvation, the Church, and Last Things (62). Allen 

Park, MI: Detroit Baptist Theological Seminary. 

4 Nelson's new illustrated Bible dictionary. 1995 (R. F. Youngblood, F. F. Bruce, R. K. Harrison & Thomas Nelson Publishers, Ed.). Nashville, TN: 

Thomas Nelson, Inc. 



4 
 

Careful!  New Christians do not yet know what this new life in Christ means.  They may have 

much sin baggage that needs to be shed, but they have new life by God’s Spirit and things are 

different now.  Now they want to live a new life in obedience to God!  Those who repent 

humble themselves in submission to God, realizing that they cannot save themselves or change 

themselves. They begin to obey what they already know and understand.  They begin to bear 

the “fruit of repentance,” a change that begins from the inside, from the heart, and works itself 

out progressively throughout the rest of their life.  Christians are people who have been 

changed and are changing through Christ. 

 

Application:  We must be careful about how we describe salvation:  using words like “invite 

Jesus into your heart” and “receive Jesus” can be very misleading.  We need to stick to Bible 

words for conversion.  In Cambodia words used in evangelism that have caused problems are 

“believe” and “give yourself to Jesus.”  We have learned that using the word “repentance” is 

crucial in witnessing. 

We must be careful lest we appeal to people to receive forgiveness from God without 

also telling them of God’s demand for repentance.  If we do this we set people up for false faith.   

 

Read Galatians 5:19-21 

 

Those who can continue in open sins like those described here DO NOT know God as Savior!  A 

true believer in Jesus will desire deliverance from these kinds of sins and will submit to God’s 

Word.  Those who want “faith” without obedience to God and turning away from sin DO NOT 

possess salvation from God.  God tells us that those who profess to know Christ but are 

unwilling to turn from sins like those listed in Gal. 5 must be removed from church fellowship.  

Why does God command us to remove such people?  It is to guard the message of the Gospel, 

to guard the truth of repentance!  If we do not preach a gospel message that demands 

repentance then we are guilty of preaching another manmade religion. Those who profess to 

be God’s people must be held accountable to obey Christ.  This is for their sake that their faith 

may prove genuine.  This is for the unbelieving world that they may see the reality of saving 

faith.  This is for the Church that it be guarded from wolves seeking to destroy.  Church 

discipline actually preaches the Gospel! 

 

Illustration:  Pisut (drunkenness, blasphemy), Aun (drunkenness), Mora (pursuing an unbeliever 

for marriage, immorality), Srey Tul (going to Buddhist temples), Poh (covetousness and evil 

speech), and now Seenik (strife, failure to accept correction) 
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Professed Christians who have never really repented and found new life in Jesus get really 

angry when their faith is questioned.  Often these become some of the worst persecutors of 

God’s people. 

 

This matter of repentance is, I believe, what separates bible Christianity (genuine 

Fundamentalism) from compromised mainstream evangelicalism in the world today.  True 

Fundamentalists preach repentance and teach their people about a living faith that does not 

allow for professed believers continuing in the sins of the old life.  To fail to preach repentance 

is to depart from the faith once delivered to the saints. 

 

This matter of repentance is central to our Baptist identity and heritage.  Calling one’s self 

“Baptist” is of no consequence, but Baptist distinctives are really a call to return to a NT view of 

the local church.  This doctrine of repentance and its application to the local church is the 

reason for many of what we call the “Baptist distinctives.”  We believe in believers’ baptism, 

regenerated church membership, closed communion (baptized believers only), and individual 

soul liberty (man’s individual responsibility to repent that cannot be forced upon him).  All of 

the principles revolve around the serious nature of repentance and how it works out in the local 

church.  If we weaken on repentance and do not enforce it biblically then we are not really 

Baptist in belief.  

 

Application:  Our loved ones and friends who profess Christ but do not live out their faith are 

LOST.  We must not deceive ourselves or them.  John tells us that those that do not love God’s 

people nor want to worship God are “not of us.” We must love our family and friends enough to 

confront them with the truth if their lives do not display new life in Christ.  We must fervently 

pray for repentance for those whom we love who believe a false gospel.   

 In our witness we must be leading people to a repentant faith, leading them to follow 

Jesus, not just to get something from God. 

 Beware of those that hide behind the word “backslidden.”  A great many who hide 

behind this word do not know Christ. 

 

Read Galatians 5:22-26   Those who desire the fruit of the Spirit and begin to have it in a 

changed life by God’s grace live in the Spirit.  Those who do not have a new life or desire it do 

not have God’s Spirit.  The Bible warns every professed Christian who does not have the fruit of 

repentance to fear for their souls because they can have no assurance of salvation!!! 

 


