
John (46)           Hymns 122, 89, 432 

 

Last week we began to examine our Savior's teaching while in the temple courts—I suggested His audience 

consisted of three types of people—[a] the Jews (which refers to the Jewish leadership who sought to kill 

Christ, v1), (b) Jews from outside of Jerusalem, who came for the feast (these were unaware of the plot to kill 

Christ, v20), [c] Jews from Jerusalem, who knew about the plot, but were undecided whether or not He 

deserved it (v25)... 

 

Our Savior's teaching in verses 25-36, looks in two directions—first, He looks in the past and tells them where 

He's from (vv25-31), and secondly, He looks forward and tells them where He's going (vv32-36)—where He's 

from and going... 

 

I.   Where Christ Is From—vv25-31 

II.  Where Christ Is Going—vv32-36  

 

I.   Where Christ Is From—vv25-31 

 

1. Within verses 25-31, our Savior reiterates His true identity—He teaches the Jews where He is actually 

from... 

2. Consider three things about Jesus' reiteration of His identity—[1] the confusion concerning His identity 

(vv25-27)... 

3. V25—"Now some of them from Jerusalem said, Is this not He whom they seek to kill"—these were "from 

Jerusalem" in contrast to those in for the feast... 

4. They had heard about the plot of the Rulers, to put Christ to death—"is this not He whom they seek to 

kill..." 

5. Their confusion stemmed from the fact—that Christ taught openly in the temple courts—"and they say 

nothing to Him..." 

6. That is—since Christ taught openly and was unhindered by the leadership, they wondered whether or not 

they had further information about His identity...  

7. V26—"But look! He speaks boldly, and they say nothing to Him. Do the rulers know indeed that this is 

truly the Christ..." 

8. That is—did they have further information concerning His identity—is the leadership hiding something 

from us?... 

9. V27—"However, we know where this Man is from; but when the Christ comes, no one knows where He is 

from..." 

10. The OT Scriptures clearly foretold that the Messiah would come from Bethlehem, a fact the Jews were 

aware of (Jn.7:42)... 

11. But—there was a teaching, a tradition, that had become popular, that the Messiah's origin would be 

unknown... 

12. Thus—because they knew He was from Galilee (Nazareth)—they thought it doubtful He was the true 

Messiah...   

13. I mean, how can He be the Messiah, when we know He's from Galilee, and tradition says—"no one knows 

where He is from (that is, the Messiah)..." 

14. [2] His identity stated (vv28-29)—in v28, our Savior admits they knew where He was from, and yet with 

an important clarification... 

15. V28—"You both know Me, and you know where I am from"—that is, that He was from Galilee as they 

knew... 

16. And yet, He clarifies—"and I have not come of Myself, but He who sent Me is true, whom you do not 

know..." 

17. That is—though they knew He was from Galilee, they did not know He was from God, who they did not 

know... 

18. Thus—ultimately, His origin predated Nazareth, and accordingly in v29, He says three things about His 

identity... 
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19. [a] He knows the Father, v29—"But I know Him"—as the Son of God, He perfectly and eternally knows 

the Father... 

20. Though the Jews, both the leaders and common people, knew much about God—they failed to KNOW 

God... 

21. In contrast to this—Christ knew the Father—He knew Him perfectly, eternally, intimately, and 

affectionately...  

22. Jn.1:18—"No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He 

has declared Him..." 

23. The Son knows the Father because they share the very same essence—no one knows the Father like the 

Son... 

24. Matt.11:27—"No one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son" 

1Cor.2:11—"No one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God..." 

25. [b] He is from the Father, v29—"But I know Him, for I am from Him"—this is why the Son knows the 

Father—"for I am from Him..." 

26. That is—as the Son, He eternally exists from or of the Father—He derives His existence as the Son from 

the Father... 

27. Thus—the phrase—"I am from Him"—refers to His eternal generation of the Father—He is from or of the 

Father... 

28. "I am from Him" (par outou eimi)—FROM HIM I AM—all that I am as God's Son—I am from or of 

Him... 

29. Thus—this phrase—"I am from Him"—underscores His eternal divinity, that He shares the same essence 

of the Father... 

30. [c] He is sent by the Father, v29—"and He sent Me"—this refers to Him being sent into this world as 

Messiah...  

31. Now—it's rather difficult for us to understand, how the Father can send His Son, into this world to became 

Man... 

32. But this is precisely what this phrase means—there came a time when the Father sent His Son into the 

world... 

33. This is referred to as the incarnation—which means the indwelling of eternal deity in human flesh—the 

Word became flesh... 

34. Gal.4:4—"But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born 

under the law..." 

35. There was a real and mysterious sense in which, two-thousand years ago, God's Son, took residence in the 

womb of the virgin Mary... 

36. Now—this doesn't mean that the totality of the Son's divine essence was limited to the person of Jesus 

Christ... 

37. But—it does mean—the eternally begotten Son, uniquely came to earth, and joined Himself to human 

nature in the single person of Christ... 

38. [3] Two responses to His identity (vv30-31)—they were two very different responses to His claim—some 

sought to kill Him, others believed Him.. 

39. [a] Some sought to kill Him, v30—"Therefore they sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, 

because His hour had not yet come..." 

40. That is—they totally understood what He was claiming—they understood that He claimed to be eternally 

divine... 

41. They didn't believe this claim—and thus they sought to take Him—that is—to kill Him for His supposed 

blasphemy... 

42. But—"no one laid a hand on Him, because His hour had not yet come"—Christ, kept them from taking 

Him... 

43. How this happened, we are not told—it's possible He restrained them, or else, He evaded them in some 

way...    

44. But we are told WHY—"because His hour had not yet come"—it wasn't his time to be arrested and put to 

death... 

45. [b] Some believed in Him, v31—"And many of the people believed in Him, and said, when the Christ 

comes, will He do more signs than these which this Man has done..." 
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46. Again, we don't know if their faith was genuine—but all we are told they believed on Him, because of the 

signs... 

47. Now—as we have seen, to believe on Christ for His signs (or miracles), was not wrong, providing, the 

signs were rightly understood... 

48. That is—they were understood to illustrate spiritual truth—to reveal His true identity, as the God-Man 

Messiah... 

49. Obs.1—Jesus Christ is fully and eternally divine—this is a truth every Christian believes and whole-

heartedly embraces... 

50. But—here's my concern—how does this truth practically affect our lives—how should this truth influence 

us... 

51. Well—here I want to digress for a few minutes, and suggest this great truth mandates a threefold response 

from us... 

52. [a] We must believe Him—that is—He must believe everything He says to us, as God's last and final 

Prophet... 

53. There are fundamentally, two essentials for a prophet—first, he must have received a word from God, and 

secondly, he must be sent by God... 

54. Now—apply these two qualifications to Christ—He knows the Father and His eternal decree, in absolute 

perfection... 

55. And—He was sent by His Father into this world—He's the Christ, the Anointed One, the Sent One of 

God... 

56. Simply put—here we behold God's final and perfect Prophet—to disbelieve Him, is to disbelieve and 

reject God... 

57. But—I go further—to reject those He sends, is to reject Him, and thus—is in fact—the same as rejecting 

God Himself... 

58. Furthermore, as a extension of this, we learn two necessary qualifications of pastor—that He know God 

and be sent of God... 

59. [b] We must trust Him—if He is from God, that is, if He is equal to God, if He shares the very essence of 

God, then surely we can entrust our souls to Him... 

60. Dear brethren—He is the God-Man—He is God and Man—and thus, He is able to bear the weight of our 

sins... 

61. Think of it like this—because He's God, He possesses all the power and might of God, thus His blood is 

very powerful... 

62. This is really at the heart, the reason why some deny His divinity—because they've never seen the true 

weight of their sin... 

63. Who can possibly bear under the weight of all the sin our Savior bore—what mere man can carry such a 

burden... 

64. Osa.53:4—"Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows"—that is—our sins which cause grief 

and sorrow... 

65. Isa.53:6—"All we like sheep have gone astray; we  have turned, every one, to his won way; and the LORD 

has laid on Him the iniquity of us all..." 

66. [c] We must worship Him—dear friends, I think we oftentimes fail to directly and deeply ponder Christ's 

identity... 

67. This entire passage is highly instructive concerning the Person of Christ—it's full of wonderful 

Christology...  

68. O brethren, yes, He must hear Him and trust Him—but we must also love, adore, revere, and worship 

Him...  

69. Obs.2—Our times are in God's hands, v30—"they sought to take Him; but no one laid a hand on Him, 

because His hour had not yet come..." 

70. No one was able to lay a hand on Him because His time had not yet come—it was not His time to die and 

return to heaven... 

71. As we saw back in John 7:6-8—our Savior lived conscious that the events of His life were ordered by His 

Father... 

72. It has been predetermined, from everlasting, that Christ would be arrested, die, resurrected, and return to 

God... 
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73. But—it wasn't merely these events that were predestined—the exact time and precise details were also 

determined... 

74. Thus—when the Jews would eventually arrest Him, He would say to them—"You could have no power at 

all against Me unless it had been given you from above" (Jn.19:11)... 

75. In other words—the only reason why they arrested Him and crucified Him, was to fulfill the Father's 

eternal plan... 

76. But—dear brethren—what was true of Christ is equally true of us—God has predetermined the big (death) 

and small events of our lives... 

77. And there is a sense in which, no thing or person, can have any power over us, unless it has been given 

from above... 

78. Perhaps I can put it as strong as this—every Christian person is invincible, until the day God has appointed 

for them... 

79. Ps.31:15—"My times are in Your hand"—everything that happens within every single day, is in God's 

hand... 

80. No Christian dies until their hour comes—no Christian leaves this world until the work given them by God 

is finished... 

81. But brethren—this principle is true not only of death—it's true of everything that happens to us—good or 

bad... 

82. Sickness, difficulties with children, spouses, vocations, education, relationships—nothing touches us 

without God's approval.. 

83. And, not merely approval, but eternal purpose—everything, big, small, good, or bad, has been ordained by 

God for our good... 

84. Dear brethren—surely there is much comfort for us in this principle—what was true of the Head is true of 

His body... 

85. J.C. Ryle—"The servants of Christ in every age should treasure up the doctrine before us, and remember it 

in time of need. It is 'full of sweat, pleasant, and unspeakable comfort to godly persons.' Let such never 

forget that they live in a world where God overrules all times and events, and where nothing can happen 

but by God's permission. The very hairs of their heads are all numbered. Sorrow and sickness, and poverty, 

and persecution, can never touch them, unless God sees fit. They may boldly say to ever cross – ''Thou 

could have no power against me, except it were given thee from above.' Then let them work on confidently. 

They are immortal, till their work is done. Let them suffer patiently, if needs be that they suffer. Their 

'times are in God's hand' (Ps.31:15). That hand guides and governs all things here, and makes no 

mistakes..." 

 

II.  Where Christ Is Going—vv32-36  

 

1. According to v32, the Pharisees heard the crowd murmuring (or discussing) who Christ is, and that some 

began to believe... 

2. This lead them (and the chief priests) to send officers to take Him—that is—to try Him within their courts 

as a blasphemer...  

3. Jesus' response is fundamentally twofold—[1] He affirms His ascension (v33), and [2] their damnation 

(v34)... 

4. Now—before we briefly examine these two—let me simply point out in vv35-36—they Jews 

misunderstood Him... 

5. Our Savior said—He would soon leave them, and they thought He meant—He would leave Jerusalem and 

teach the Jews among the Greeks, and perhaps then, even teach the Greeks themselves... 

6. I suggest there's a hint of sarcasm in these words—Jews who lived among the Greeks were despised 

almost as much as the Greeks themselves... 

7. It's as if they said—having failed here in Jerusalem, do you intend to retreat to teach those Greek speaking 

Jews, or perhaps, even the Greeks themselves... 

8. [1] He affirms His ascension, v33—"I shall be with you a little while longer, and then I go to Him who 

sent Me..." 

9. Six months from now, Christ would be arrested, crucified, resurrected, and would then return to the 

Father... 
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10. The point being—Though you are attempting to arrest Me now—soon I shall leave you and return to My 

Father...  

11. Thus—the ascension presupposes the crucifixion and resurrection—Christ knew He would be victorious 

over His enemies... 

12. Lk.24:50-51—"And He led them out as far as Bethany, and He lifted up His hands and blessed them. Now 

it came to pass, while He blessed them, that He was parted from them and carried up into haven..." 

13. [2] He affirms their damnation, v34—"You will seek Me and not find Me, and where I am you cannot 

come..." 

14. Because this verse has been variously understood—I want to take a few minutes and examine each half in 

turn... 

15. [a] "You will seek Me and not find Me"—this likely refers to their attempt to seek for salvation when it's 

too late... 

16. It's as if He said—Though you refuse to seek Me for salvation now, there's coming a time when it'll be too 

late... 

17. When exactly that time is, we are not told—several possibilities have been suggested—when Jerusalem 

was destroyed, death, or the day of judgment... 

18. All of these are true and could be what our Savior meant—what is clear is, the day of salvation would soon 

end... 

19. Prov.1:28—"Then they will call on me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but they will 

not find me..." 

20. Jn.12:35-36—"Then Jesus said to them, A little while longer the light is with you. Walk while you have 

the light, lest darkness overtake you; he who walks in darkness does not know where he is going. While 

you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light (Lk.13:24-25)..." 

21. [b] "Where I am you cannot come"—that is—they were unable to enter heaven in an unconverted 

condition... 

22. Matt.18:3—"Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as  little children, you will by n 

means enter the kingdom of heaven..." 

23. Now—before I go further—I think it's interesting to notice, that our Savior said—"where I am" and not 

"where I will be..." 

24. In other words—while in a physical sense He was going to heaven, there was another sense in which He 

was already there... 

25. Thus—the phrase "you cannot come"—reminds us of the flaming sword that barred man's entrance into 

Paradise... 

26. Simply put—that sword remains for all who attempt to re-enter Paradise in any other way, but through 

Christ... 

27. Jn.8:21-24—"Then Jesus said to them again, I am going away, and you will seek Me, and will die in your 

sin. Where I go you cannot come. So the Jews said, Will He kill Himself, because He says, 'Where I go 

you cannot come'? And He said to them, You are from beneath; I am from above. You are of this world; I 

am not of this world. Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I 

am He, you will die in your sins (Jn.14:1-6)..." 

28. Obs.1—Our Savior knew beyond the cross was a crown—He came to earth to die, and return back to 

heaven...   

29. In v29 our Savior says He came from heaven, in v33 He says He's returning to heaven—He was sent by 

His Father and He returns to His Father... 

30. Now—another way of putting this would be, within these verses we have His humiliation and His 

exaltation... 

31. Over the last few days I've grown afraid of something—I'm afraid we've heard these things so often we 

overlook them... 

32. And the primary reason I fear this is because, I myself often overlook them as non-important truths to 

passover... 

33. I've said before that our Savior lived with the cross in view, but we must remember, He saw behind the 

cross a crown... 

34. Lk.24:25-26—"Then He said to them, O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets 

have spoken! Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory..." 
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35. Now—just as I said with regards to bv31, what's true of the Head is true of the body, so it's true of v33 

also... 

36. Rom.8:17—"if we are children, then heirs – heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer 

with Him, that we may also be glorified together..." 

37. In other words—just as the Head entered heaven, so shall His body enter heaven—for the two can never 

be severed... 

38. Jn.12:25-26—"He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also. If 

anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor..." 

39. Here—our Savior basically says—those who follow Him in humiliation, will also follow Him in 

exaltation... 

40. Obs.2—Religious opportunity must be improved upon—by "religious opportunity" I refer to "religious 

privilege..." 

41. These first century Jews, had the opportunity, the occasion or privilege, of having Jesus Christ in their 

midst... 

42. They had His words taught in their hearing—of all the places on earth—Christ was in Jerusalem, in their 

midst... 

43. And yet, the tragedy is, with all this opportunity and privilege, they failed to improve or benefit upon 

them...    

44. And like these Jews, everyone present this morning, has also, to varying degrees, similar opportunity and 

privilege... 

45. [a] Religious opportunity is a LIMITED privilege—that is—not every person within this world has such 

privilege... 

46. And while we must look at such privilege as a responsibility, dear people, it is a very great and grand 

blessing... 

47. Our Savior's presence among the Jews, to teach them the truth, was a blessing not every people 

experienced... 

48. And even today, just think of the many nations that have little if any gospel light—some for many 

centuries... 

49. My friends, though our country is quickly changing for the worse—it is still privileged with must gospel 

light... 

50. Furthermore, for you children especially, not only were born in this country, but you were born in 

Christian homes... 

51. And, in addition to that—you were born into Christian homes where the truth of God's word is taken 

seriously... 

52. [b] Religious opportunity is a TEMPORARY privilege—by this I mean—it will not last forever but will 

end... 

53. Jn.7:33—"I shall be with you a little while longer"—my young friends, the day of salvation will very soon 

end... 

54. Either you will die, or else, it's possible that, having rejected the gospel for so long, God merely leaves you 

to yourself... 

55. Isa.55:6—"Seek the LORD while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near"—today is the day of 

salvation (Lk.19:41-44)... 


