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Introductory Thoughts

I was awake at 4:00 am—Arguing with God—“My people are really not that sinful”
“But God...These people are really good people.”

“These people do good things. These people are why you are sparing America”
I don’t understand depravity—If I am still arguing with God about sinfulness

The sign that I really understand depravity—My mouth stops talking
I can’t understand grace—Until I understand man’s depravity

James Pruitt’s dilemma about preaching about sin:
The old brother told James about a sermon on sin:

“Brother James, that sermon was not for my wife and me.
“We’re so old that we don’t sin anymore.

“We sleep in—Get up and eat a little breakfast
“Read the paper—Usually take a nap—Eat lunch—Take a nap

“Eat supper—Watch the news—Go to bed”

Two categories for getting into heaven
Pure—Impure
Ivory soap claimed to be 99 &44/100% pure
The law did not allow a garment to be part wool & part linen
Clean—Unclean
If a man touch that which is unclean—He is unclean
If the clean touch the unclean—He is unclean 
Perfect—Imperfect
Be ye perfect, even as your Father is perfect
Holy—Unholy
Be ye holy, for I am holy

Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the
truth in unrighteousness; 

Rom 1:32  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things (fornication, covetousness, debate, deceit,
whisperers, slanderer [to talk against]) are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 

Rom 2:3  And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the
judgment of God? 

Rom 2:17  Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy boast of God, 
Rom 2:18  And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent, being instructed out of the law; 
Rom 2:19  And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them which are in darkness, 
Rom 2:20  An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law. 
Rom 2:21  Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost

thou steal? 
Rom 2:22  Thou that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou

commit sacrilege? 
Rom 2:23  Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law dishonourest thou God? 



Rom 2:24  For the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles through you, as it is written. 
Rom 2:25  For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made

uncircumcision. 

Universal Condemnation of All People (Romans 3:9-20)

I. Both Jews and Gentiles are judged to be sinners
Rom 3:9  What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are

all under sin; 

A. “Before proved” that both Jews and Gentiles are under the condemnation of sin
Rom 2:12  For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall

be judged by the law; 

Rom 2:1  Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

B. ‘All’—Not both Jew and Gentile as a general statement—All Jews and Gentiles 
Rom 3:10  ...There is none righteous, no, not one: 

Rom 3:12  ...there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

Isa 64:6  ...all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags...

C. “Under sin” —The condition that the Bible declares a man to be in after the fall
Gal 3:22  But the scripture hath concluded all under sin...

Rom 3:19  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may
be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

1. The Bible does not ask whether a man is good—or respectable—or well-liked
Rom 3:23  For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God; 

Mat 19:17  ...there is none good but one, that is, God...

2. The Bible declares only two categories—‘Under law’ or ‘under grace’
Rom 6:14  For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace. 

3. The Bible declares two categories—‘In Adam’ or ‘In Christ’
1Co 15:22  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Rom 5:18  Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even so by the righteousness
of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. 

Rom 5:19  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall many be made
righteous. 

II. Paul’s chain of proof statements—(From the Jews sacred scriptures)
Rom 3:10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
Rom 3:11  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
Rom 3:12  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 
Rom 3:13  Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 
Rom 3:14  Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 
Rom 3:15  Their feet are swift to shed blood: 
Rom 3:16  Destruction and misery are in their ways: 
Rom 3:17  And the way of peace have they not known: 
Rom 3:18  There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

A. General thoughts about the passage
1. The blindness of the Jews (and many Christians) to God’s word about sin

2Co 3:14  But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the reading of the old
testament... 

Mat 19:16  And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life? 

Eph 2:9  Not of works, lest any man should boast. 

Joh 5:39  Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me. 



2. The universality of sin
Rom 3:10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
Rom 3:11  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
Rom 3:12  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no,

not one. 

3. Sin defined—“none that doeth good, no not one”—‘The sin of the recliner’
Jas 4:17  Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 

Mat 5:44  But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you... 

Deu 22:1  Thou shalt not see thy brother's ox or his sheep go astray, and hide thyself from them: thou shalt in any case bring
them again unto thy brother. 

Deu 22:2  And if thy brother be not nigh unto thee, or if thou know him not, then thou shalt bring it unto thine own house,
and it shall be with thee until thy brother seek after it, and thou shalt restore it to him again. 

Luk 10:31  And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 

Pro 24:11  If thou forbear to deliver them that are drawn unto death, and those that are ready to be slain; 
Pro 24:12  If thou sayest, Behold, we knew it not; doth not he that pondereth the heart consider it? and he that keepeth thy

soul, doth not he know it? and shall not he render to every man according to his works? 

Mat 25:41  Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for
the devil and his angels: 

Mat 25:42  For I was an hungred, and ye gave me no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me no drink: 

4. The need of a Savior
Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold

the truth in unrighteousness; 

Rom 3:19  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth
may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 

Rom 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the
knowledge of sin. 

Gal 3:24  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ... 

B. Specifics of the statements about universal sin
1. There is none righteous

—Not a classification among men—But none upright before God and man
—Not Enoch—Not Noah—Not Abraham—Not Moses—Not Job—Not Daniel
—I don’t need to know the congregation to know I am preaching to the unrighteous
—It is easier to convert the obviously unrighteous than the self-righteous

a a

2. There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God
Eph 4:18  Having the understanding darkened...

Psa 10:4  The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts.
  

3. They are all gone out of the way 
Isa 53:6  All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way...

4. They are together become unprofitable 
Rom 5:19  For as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners... 

5. There is none that doeth good, no, not one
Rom 7:21  ...when I would do good, evil is present with me. 

6. Their throat is an open sepulchre 
Pro 1:11  ...let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the innocent without cause: 
Pro 1:12  Let us swallow them up alive as the grave; and whole, as those that go down into the pit: 

7. With their tongues they have used deceit (smooth lies—false flattery)
Psa 12:2  They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak. 
Psa 12:3  The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that speaketh proud things: 

8. The poison of asps is under their lips
Mat 12:34  O generation of vipers, how can ye, being evil, speak good things? for out of the abundance of the heart the

mouth speaketh. 

Jas 3:8  But the tongue can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 



9. Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness
Jas 3:10  Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My brethren, these things ought not so to be. 

10. Their feet are swift to shed blood
Mat 5:21  Ye have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever shall kill shall be in danger

of the judgment: 
Mat 5:22  But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment...

11. Destruction and misery are in their ways
Jas 4:1  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they not hence, even of your lusts that war in your

members? 

12. The way of peace have they not known 
Tit 3:3  ...living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another. 

Jer 6:14  ...saying, Peace, peace; when there is no peace. 

13. There is no fear of God before their eyes
Pro 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom and instruction. 

Psa 14:1  The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God... 

Psa 10:4  The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts. 

Luk 23:40  But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God...

Heb 10:31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

III. Condemnation by the broken law
Rom 3:19  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth may be

stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 
Rom 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 

A. A summation statement for Romans 3:9-18
Rom 3:9  What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they are

all under sin; 
Rom 3:10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

B. A summation statement for Romans 1:18-3:18
Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the

truth in unrighteousness; 

C. The law of God has something to say to all that are under the law
1. The Gentiles were under the law of nature having a sense of truth and right

Rom 1:32  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the
same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 

Rom 2:12  For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law
shall be judged by the law; 

2. The Jews were not only under the law of nature—But also under Moses’ Law
Rom 2:1  Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou

condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 

Rom 3:9  What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they
are all under sin; 

Rom 3:10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 

D. That every mouth may be stopped
—If Romans 1:18-3:18 is understood—We stand silent in the presence of God

There is no more self-justification—There are no more excuses
No more comparing self to someone worse than me
No more thinking there is a spark of good in everybody

Have you stopped speaking? 
Or do you say, “Yes, but...”

The Pharisee sees others and speaks boldly
The sinner sees self and speaks not 

Let us never hold down truth by denying the truth of universal damning sin
Luk 18:11  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners,

unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 



Mat 19:20  The young man saith unto him, All these things have I kept from my youth up: what lack I yet? 

Job 40:3  Then Job answered the LORD, and said, 
Job 40:4  Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. 
Job 40:5  Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I will proceed no further.

E. And all the world become guilty before God
1. All the world—Jews and non-Jews

Rom 3:9  What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they
are all under sin; 

2. “Guilty” 
—Strong--under sentence, that is, (by implication) condemned: - guilty
—Thayer--under judgment, one who lost his suit

3. All the world under a divine sentence of condemnation before God
Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the

truth in unrighteousness; 

F. Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight
—That which condemns cannot be what justifies
—The breaking of a law can never acquit a man of the law he has broken
—The law does not declare righteousness—The law proves guilt

Gal 2:16  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law,... 

Gal 3:11  But that no man is justified by the law in the sight of God... 

G. For by the law is the knowledge of sin
—The law does not declare righteousness—It defines righteousness
—By defined righteousness comes the knowledge of sin
—By the knowledge of sin comes the stopping of mouths

Gal 3:24  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ... 

IV.  Good news for sinners—A righteousness of God whereby God justifies you
Rom 3:21  But now the righteousness of God without the law is manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; 

Rom 1:17  For therein (in the gospel or in the good news) is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith... 

Rom 3:24  Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: 

Rom 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 

Rom 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he
justified, them he also glorified. 

Rom 8:33  Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. 

Addendum:  Old Testament statements that Paul used to prove sin

1. Paul’s general description of the universality of sin
Rom 3:10  As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
Rom 3:11  There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 
Rom 3:12  They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not

one.

Psa 14:1  ...They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good. 
Psa 14:2  The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and

seek God. 
Psa 14:3  They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 

2. Paul’s specific statements of man’s sinful nature
Rom 3:13  Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 

Psa 5:9  For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre;
they flatter with their tongue. 

Psa 140:3  They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is under their lips. Selah. 

Rom 3:14  Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 



Psa 10:7  His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and fraud: under his tongue is mischief and vanity. 

Rom 3:15  Their feet are swift to shed blood: 
Rom 3:16  Destruction and misery are in their ways: 
Rom 3:17  And the way of peace have they not known:

Isa 59:7  Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood: their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity;
wasting and destruction are in their paths. 

Isa 59:8  The way of peace they know not; and there is no judgment in their goings: they have made them crooked paths:
whosoever goeth therein shall not know peace. 

3. Paul’s statement that seems to be the cause of it all 
Rom 3:18  There is no fear of God before their eyes. 

Psa 36:1  The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes. 


