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Review

Romans 1:1-8—Called of Jesus Christ and called to be saints
Rom 1:6  Among whom are ye also the called of Jesus Christ: 
Rom 1:7  To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints... 

Romans 1:9-17—Legendary faith that needed to be established, comforted and lived
Rom 1:8  ...your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world. 

Rom 1:11  For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift, to the end ye may be established; 
Rom 1:12  That is, that I may be comforted together with you by the mutual faith both of you and me. 

Rom 1:17  ...The just shall live by faith. 

Romans 1:16-17—The good news of God’s power to save and God’s righteousness
Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to

the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 
Rom 1:17  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 

—Pertaining to eternal salvation—The good news is the power of God to save
—Pertaining to our lives here—The good news has the power to turn us to Christ 
—In the good news the righteousness of God (even Jesus) is revealed
—One who is just (living right) will live his life by faith
—Why do we need the power of God unto salvation and the righteousness of God?
—The answer lies in the next 64 verses that describe the sinfulness of all mankind.

Romans 1:18-2:3—The sin of holding down truth 
Rom 1:18  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the

truth in unrighteousness; 

Holding down truth about God Himself
Rom 1:20  For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that

are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse: 
 

Holding down truth about right and wrong
Rom 1:32  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the

same, but have pleasure in them that do them. 

Holding down truth about the sinfulness of self
Rom 2:1  Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou

condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 
 

Romans 2:1-29—Key lessons of Romans 2
A. God’s condemnation of the self-righteous who think sin does not apply to them
B. By nature (by self) there is no such thing as a good Jew or Gentile
C. Being a Jew by nature (circumcised in flesh by man) does not make a man good
D. Being a Jew by spirit (circumcised in heart by God) is what matters
E. If there is any good in Jew or Gentile—It is of God



Romans 3:1-8  Paul Answers Four Objections

I. Four objections that might be brought against what Paul had previously taught
A. ‘If what you say is right, then there is no advantage to being a Jew’

Rom 3:1  What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? 
Rom 3:2  Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. 

B. ‘Doesn’t unbelief counteract the faithfulness, truth and judgment of God?’
Rom 3:3  For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 
Rom 3:4  God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings,

and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 

C. ‘If God’s goodness leads us to repentance,
Then the more we sin—the more God’s goodness gets admired;
So God is wrong to judge us for our sins.’

Rom 3:5  But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh
vengeance? (I speak as a man) 

Rom 3:6  God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world? 

D. ‘If my lie (holding down truth) lifts up God’s truth,
Then I should not be judged for bringing glory to God.

The more evil I do—The more good God will do—So I should do more evil.’
Rom 3:7  For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner? 
Rom 3:8  And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may

come? whose damnation is just. 

II. Answer to Objection 1 (‘There is no advantage to being a Jew’)
—The Jews’ advantage—The words of the Old Testament are of great benefit

A. If both Jew and Gentile are judged to be guilty—What good was it to be a Jew?
Rom 3:1  What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? 

—Was there no point in God’s covenant with Abraham
—Was there no benefit in following God’s command to be circumcised?
—Is there no point to the Old Testament?

B. Being a Jew gave no advantage in getting to heaven—Yet a Jew had advantage
Rom 3:2  Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. 

1. The Jews had the advantage of having God’s word 
2Ti 3:15  And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation

through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 
2Ti 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for

instruction in righteousness: 
2Ti 3:17  That the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works. 

2. God’s word is good to live life by
Psa 119:105  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

Eph 6:4  And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

3. God’s word gave the Jews the advantage of knowing the real God
Gen 1:1  In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 

Isa 46:9  Remember the former things of old: for I am God, and there is none else; I am God, and there is none like me, 

4. God’s word gave the Jews the advantage of knowing God’s right and wrong
Exo 20:3  Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 
Exo 20:4  Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image...
Exo 20:7  Thou shalt not take the name of the LORD thy God in vain...
Exo 20:8  Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy... 
Exo 20:12  Honour thy father and thy mother... 
Exo 20:13  Thou shalt not kill. 
Exo 20:14  Thou shalt not commit adultery. 
Exo 20:15  Thou shalt not steal. 
Exo 20:16  Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour. 
Exo 20:17  Thou shalt not covet...



5. God’s word gave the Jews the knowledge of the need of a Savior
Rom 3:19  Now we know that what things soever the law saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that every mouth

may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God. 
Rom 3:20  Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall no flesh be justified in his sight: for by the law is the knowledge of

sin. 

Heb 10:1  For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not the very image of the things, can never with those
sacrifices which they offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect. 

Heb 10:2  For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the worshippers once purged should have had no
more conscience of sins. 

Heb 10:3  But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again made of sins every year. 

Gal 3:24  Wherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ... 

6. God’s word gave the Jews the hope of a coming Savior
Gen 3:15  And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head,

and thou shalt bruise his heel. 

Isa 9:6  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Mal 3:1  Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall
suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the
LORD of hosts. 

 Luk 24:27  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things
concerning himself. 

Act 17:2  And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 
Act 17:3  Opening and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus,

whom I preach unto you, is Christ. 

III. Answer to Objection 2 (‘A refusal to live by faith will hinder God’)
—God’s faithfulness, promises, truth, righteousness cannot be changed by man

Rom 3:3  For what if some did not believe? shall their unbelief make the faith of God without effect? 
Rom 3:4  God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings,

and mightest overcome when thou art judged. 

A. The truths/promises of God do not have to be believed in order to come to pass
2Ti 2:13  If we believe not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself. 

Isa 55:11  So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that
which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. 

Joh 5:25  Verily, verily, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of
God: and they that hear shall live. 

1Th 5:24  Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it. 

Joh 3:8  The wind bloweth where it listeth...so is every one that is born of the Spirit. 

Rom 5:9  Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through him. 

Mat 1:21 ...thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins

Rom 5:10  For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled,
we shall be saved by his life. 

2Co 5:18  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ... 

Rom 8:28  And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according
to his purpose. 

Rom 8:29  For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren. 

Rom 8:30  Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom
he justified, them he also glorified. 

B. God’s truth and judgment remain true—No matter what any man may say



Deu 32:4  He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and
right is he. 

Job 40:8  Wilt thou also disannul my judgment? wilt thou condemn me, that thou mayest be righteous? 

Isa 14:27  For the LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and who shall turn
it back? 

C. As it is written by David—That God had every right to judge David
Psa 51:4  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou

speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 

D. Yet David’s sin did not disannul God’s promise to David
2Sa 23:3  ...He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God...
2Sa 23:5  Although my house be not so with God; yet he hath made with me an everlasting covenant, ordered in all things,

and sure: for this is all my salvation...

IV. Answer to Objection 3 (‘More sin gives God more glory, so how can God judge?)
—Though God is glorified in salvation—God is righteous in judging sin

Rom 3:5  But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unrighteous who taketh
vengeance? (I speak as a man) 

Rom 3:6  God forbid: for then how shall God judge the world? 

A. In a sense it is true that our unrighteousness does exalt the righteousness of God
Rom 5:20  ...But where sin abounded, grace did much more abound: 

Luk 7:47  Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is
forgiven, the same loveth little. 

1Ti 1:15  This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of
whom I am chief. 

1Ti 1:16  Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all longsuffering, for a
pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 

B. Though God gets more glory when He has to do His purpose in spite of us
—God is still right in judging David—Us—Or the world  

Psa 51:4  Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou
speakest, and be clear when thou judgest. 

Heb 10:26  For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for
sins, 

Heb 10:27  But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 
Heb 10:28  He that despised Moses' law died without mercy under two or three witnesses: 
Heb 10:29  Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of

God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite
unto the Spirit of grace? 

Heb 10:30  For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord. And again, The
Lord shall judge his people. 

Heb 10:31  It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 

2Th 1:6  Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; 
2Th 1:7  And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 
2Th 1:8  In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
2Th 1:9  Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power;

C. The sovereign God is righteousness in doing His will—And in judging sinners
Gen 50:20  But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but God meant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, to save

much people alive. 

Act 4:27  For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together, 

Act 4:28  For to do whatsoever thy hand and thy counsel determined before to be done. 

D. The Bible’s classic argument that clears God of wrong in judgment
Rom 9:14  What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness with God? God forbid. 
Rom 9:15  For he saith to Moses, I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will

have compassion. 
Rom 9:16  So then it is not of him that willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of God that sheweth mercy. 



Rom 9:17  For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I might shew my power
in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 

Rom 9:18  Therefore hath he mercy on whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth. 
Rom 9:19  Thou wilt say then unto me, Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will? 
Rom 9:20  Nay but, O man, who art thou that repliest against God?...

V. Answer to objection 4 (‘More sin gives God more glory, so let’s sin more’)
—Anybody who thinks this way deserves to be sent to hell!!

Rom 3:7  For if the truth of God hath more abounded through my lie unto his glory; why yet am I also judged as a sinner? 
Rom 3:8  And not rather, (as we be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that we say,) Let us do evil, that good may

come? whose damnation is just. 

A. A license to sin is an objection that Paul defends against repeatedly
Rom 6:1  What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 

Rom 6:15  What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid. 

Rom 3:31  Do we then make void the law through faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law. 

B. Grace is not a license to sin
Jud 1:4  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men,

turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gal 5:13  For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve
one another. 

1Pe 2:16  As free, and not using your liberty for a cloke of maliciousness, but as the servants of God.

C. A sinner’s true understanding of grace is a powerful motive to live righteously
Heb 9:14  How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God,

purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God? 
 

Rom 1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth;
to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 

Rom 1:17  For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith. 


