
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, 7-19-15 AM NOTES 
“CHRISTIANS AND ANTICHRISTS” 

1 JOHN 2:18-27 
# 6 in Series, “Absolute Assurance” 

 
1 John 5:13a (NKJV) “These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that 
you have eternal life…”   

1 John 1:6-7 (NKJV) “6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 7 

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.” 

1 John 1:9 (NKJV) “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.” 

1 John 2:3-5 (NKJV) “3 Now by this we know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. 4 He who says, ‘I know Him,’ 
and does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God 
is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.” 

1 John 2:9-11 (NKJV) “9 He who says he is in the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 10 He who loves his 
brother abides in the light, and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 11 But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in 
darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” 

1 John 2:15 (NKJV) “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 
him.” 
 
Antichrist (antichristos)─anti means “against” or “in place of”; Christos means “Christ” 
 
 
I.       The Characteristics of the Antichrists (vv. 18-19, 22-23, 26) 
    

A. They Deny the Christ (v. 18, 22-23) 
 

B. They Depart the Church (v. 19) 
 

Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting 
one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” 

 
C. They Deceive the Weak (v. 26) 
 

1 Timothy 4:1 (NKJV) “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to 
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons.” 

 
 
 
 
II.      The Characteristics of Christians (vv. 20-21, 24-25, 27) 
 

A. They Receive an Anointing (vv. 20-21, 27) 
 

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 (NKJV) “21 Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 22 who 
also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.” 
 
Romans 8:9b (NKJV)  “Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” 
 
John 16:13 (NKJV) “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth…” 

 
B. There Is an Abiding (vv. 24-25 
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   Let me begin by showing you where today’s text fits in with the rest of the book we call 1 John. The 

purpose for the Holy Spirit inspiring John to write this book is clearly stated in 1 John 5:13a (NKJV) 

“These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that 

you have eternal life…” To aid us in evaluating our standing before God, John gives us several tests or 

evidences that reveal the genuineness of our salvation. There are a lot of things that if we are wrong about 

them, it is no big deal. But your standing and your relationship with God is a big deal, a really big deal! 

As far as your eternity is concerned, being in right relationship with God is the biggest deal of all. That’s 

what this book of 1 John is about – evidence of salvation; “that you may know that you have eternal life”.  

   So far the evidence John has given us that we truly have eternal life primarily relates to the pattern of 

our lives. We saw first the sin test. A person with eternal life, a person in right relationship with God 

cannot continue to ignore sin. 1 John 1:6-7 (NKJV) “
6 

If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and 

walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. 
7 

But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we 

have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us [literally “is 

continuing to cleanse us”] from all sin.” A person who has eternal life can sin and “stuff it down” for a 

while, but soon that sin must be dwelt with. 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) “If we confess our sins, He is faithful 

and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” A person in possession of 

eternal life must confess (agree with God) about their sin. Sin is against their new nature and breaks their 

cherished intimacy with God.  

   The second evidence that we possess eternal life is the obedience test. The pattern of a person’s walk 

that has eternal life is a walk of obedience. 1 John 2:3-5 (NKJV) “
3 

Now by this we know that we know 

Him, if we keep His commandments. 
4 

He who says, ‘I know Him,’ and does not keep His 

commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 
5 

But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God 

is perfected in him. By this we know that we are in Him.” We saw that this is more than a legalistic, “grit 

your teeth, try with all your might” obedience. It is an attitude toward God’s commandments that longs to 

please God, and obedience pleases Him. We saw that the word “keeps” in 1 John 2:5 means to treasure, to 

see as very desirable. A person with eternal life loves God’s commandments and longs to obey them 

because in obeying them he is pleasing God.   

   The third evidence of eternal life is that we love others. 1 John 2:9-11 (NKJV) “
9 

He who says he is in 

the light, and hates his brother, is in darkness until now. 
10 

He who loves his brother abides in the light, 

and there is no cause for stumbling in him. 
11 

But he who hates his brother is in darkness and walks in 

darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.” No matter 

how orthodox we are in what we say we believe, if there is unforgiveness, hatred, malice that continues so 

as to become a pattern in our lives we do not possess eternal life. 

   The fourth test or evidence that we are in right standing with God is that we do not love the world. 1 

John 2:15 (NKJV) “Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love 

of the Father is not in him.” In the last message we defined “world” as “an organized system of ideas and 

values that is energized by Satan and leaves out God and His Word.” When as a pattern of life we love the 

world’s values over God’s values and leave God and His Word out of our life and decision making 

process, the love of the Father is not in us. That is another way of saying that we do not savingly know 

Him. 

   In today’s text, we see a test that involves what we believe concerning the person of Christ. Before we 

get into the text, allow me to ask you a question. Who do you believe that Jesus Christ really is? Why is 

what you believe about Him so important? To say that what you believe about Jesus is one evidence of 

salvation is counter cultural (against the prevailing cultural views of our day). In these postmodern times, 

the prevailing view about truth, especially truth in matters of religion, is that it really doesn’t matter what 



you believe as long as you are sincere about it. Let’s analyze that statement about sincerity. Is sincerity 

the magic ingredient that makes what one believes true? If sincerity makes a belief true in matters of 

religion, why doesn’t it work that way in other realms of truth? I remember being in the hospital room of 

a man who had just been admitted after having a heart attack. A nurse came in with a pill in a cup, and 

told the man to take the pill. The man’s daughter (who was also a nurse) was in the room with him and 

asked what the pill was and the nurse told her. The daughter said, they gave him that pill already in the 

emergency room. The hospital nurse apologized and took the pill back. The daughter told me that if her 

father had taken that pill a second time it would have endangered his life. Was the hospital nurse sincere 

in her belief that the man needed the pill in her cup? Yes, she was very sincere, but she was wrong. What 

she was doing was giving Him something to help him that could have killed him. Sincerity does not make 

something true in the realm of science (medicine), in the realm of philosophy, in the realm of history, or 

in the realm of religion or faith. What you believe about Jesus Christ matters. Let me caution you that you 

can intellectually believe all the right things about Jesus and still not have eternal life. The truth must be 

joined to faith, but if you believe wrongly about the person of Christ (as to His deity and humanity) it is 

certain that you do not have eternal life. No matter how sincere you are, it does make a difference what a 

person believes.  

   In our text, John talks about Christ and antichrists. Seeing the plural of antichrist may have surprised 

some. Most think that the one antichrist that will rise to power in the great tribulation to come is the only 

antichrist. That is not so. Ever since the moment that Satan and those who followed him rebelled against 

heaven, there has been a supernatural God-opposing evil power working in this fallen world system. Satan 

and his demons have always opposed God’s plan and God’s people. The devil is the originator of the 

“antichrist spirit”. 1 John 4:3 (NKJV) “and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come 

in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and 

is now already in the world.” Let’s just look at the word itself. The Greek is antichristos. The prefix anti 

means “against” or “in place of”. The term antichrist in its general meaning refers to all who would seek 

to come against Christ or to take Christ the Lord’s place. I believe that the Bible is clear that there is 

coming a time as the end of the end times unfold that a literal man will emerge as the ultimate antichrist. 

This evil man will be indwelt by Satan himself. What we learn in our text is that many antichrists will 

appear before this one some have called “the Devil’s Superman”. In verse 18 of our text, John clearly 

says, “many antichrists have come”. Any false teacher who distorts the true identity of Christ as to His 

deity and humanity is an antichrist who is a forerunner of the coming final fulfillment of the antichrist 

whose evil is clearly laid out in the book of Revelation.  

   Before we dig deeper into the text, we need to look at another phrase that is key. Notice in verse 18 the 

phrase “the last hour” (repeated at the end of the verse). The last hour (called “the last days” in other 

places in Scripture) is the period of time between the first coming of Christ to die for our sins and the 

second coming of Christ to rule and reign. We live in the last hour. John lived in the last hour. John 

wasn’t mistaken when he said that it was the last hour over 1900 years ago. He is not speaking of duration 

of time but a category of time. I personally believe that based on things that we see all around us that we 

are in the last of the last hour.  

   With that background, let us look at the text.  

 

I.       The Characteristics of the Antichrists (V18-19, 22-23, 26) 

   How do we discern who these antichrists are? That is certainly not what they will call themselves. They 

will call themselves “deliverers”, “enlightened ones who truly see what the Scriptures teach.” What are 

their characteristics? 

A.   They Deny the Christ (V18, 22-23) 

   In verse 18 we see that in the last hour before the revealing and rise to power of the final Antichrist (also 

called “the man of sin”, “the son of perdition” and several other names), there will be many antichrists 

who will embrace the final Antichrist’s agenda and will stand against the true Christ and His work. Any 

teacher or preacher or professor in a college or seminary who denies either the deity or humanity of Christ 



is acting in the spirit of the final Antichrist and is himself or herself an antichrist. They spout off the 

favorite doctrine of hell – Jesus is not God become flesh.  

   In verses 22-23 we learn that these antichrists are liars and in reality are denying the Father and the Son. 

False teachers who distort and deny the Christ who is fully God and fully man are false, lying teachers. I 

believe that the church as a whole is much too lenient on them. One of the heroes of church history is 

Athanasius (298-373). He lived in a day in the early church where the lying antichrist’s at times had the 

majority in the organized church. Athanasius’ nemesis was a man named Arias who said that Jesus Christ 

was man, but not God. Arius said that if Jesus was indeed the son of God he must have a beginning and 

thus there was a time when He was not in existence. For a period of time the Arians (followers of Arius) 

had the majority in the early church, but Athanasius did not stop or shut up. He was banished into exile 5 

times, and yet there was no quit in him because the truth of the Gospel was at stake. A created Christ was 

no Savior at all! Once he was told, “Athanasius the whole world is against you”. He replied, “Then it is 

Athanasius against the world”. The truth proclaimed by Athanasius did prevail and the liars who were in 

the spirit of the antichrist were declared heretics and removed from the church. In every generation the 

church faces challenges especially related to the deity and humanity of Christ. Like John and Athanasius 

we must stand firm against the antichrists who seek to pervert the truth of the person of Christ.  

   Several years ago there was a “unity movement” that was trying to unite all professing Christians. That 

is a noble endeavor, but the danger is that all professing Christians are not true Christians. The “battle 

cry” of this movement was, “Come together around Jesus; He unifies but doctrine divides.” The question 

is, “Which Jesus do we come together around?” Do we gather around Arius’ Jesus or Athanasius’ Jesus? 

One is a false messiah and the other is the true Messiah – God in human flesh.  

   John is saying that what we believe matters. In every generation in these last days, there are antichrists 

that are liars and deny that the true Christ is God become man. The truth has been taught; stand fast on it. 

B.   They Depart the Church (V19) 

   Notice the sharp contrast between “they” and “us”. The word “they” is used 6 times and “us” 5 times. 

When it comes to the truth about the person of Christ, it truly comes down to a “they” and “us”. Believers 

belong and stay; deniers depart. Let me tell you what verse 19 is not saying. Verse 19 is not saying that if 

you leave a local church for another local church you are a phony believer and were never saved. In New 

Testament times, getting upset and joining another church wasn’t really an option. There were probably 

lots of home groups (based on Acts 2) but it seems that there was only one church in the area. There were 

no denominations (that came about after the reformation) and no record I can recall of multiple churches 

in a town. When they had problems, they just had to work them out and forgive and love in spite of flaws. 

Something else that verse 19 is not saying is that if someone gets lazy or lax in church attendance and 

drops out temporarily that they were never “of us”. A true believer may drop out for a while, and disobey 

Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, 

but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.” However, a true 

Christian cannot continue that way. He or she comes under great conviction and gets back in church. 

   John is talking about a final turning away from the church. That may take several forms. It may be that 

they join a cult or any group that does not teach the truth about Christ. Most all cults are populated by 

people who used to be members of orthodox churches. It may be that they start a church to teach their evil 

doctrines about Christ. It may be that it is just a final turning way and 40 years later they are bragging 

about the fact that they don’t need the church; it is just a waste of time. It is not that these people were 

saved and lost their salvation. Their turning away from the church evidenced the fact that they were never 

born again. Remaining in church does not bring salvation, but it does give one evidence salvation. 

C.   They Deceive the Weak (V26)  

   False teachers are relentless in trying to get professing Christians to abandon the faith. Paul gave much 

the same warning in 1 Timothy 4:1 (NKJV) “Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will 

depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons”. The doctrine of these 

antichrists is the doctrine of demons energized by deceiving spirits. This is why it is so important to 

disciple new believers. A truly born again one cannot be ultimately deceived, but they can have much 



damage done to them as they get sidetracked from the truth. Any time you hear that someone “used to be 

a Christian” but now is active in a cult, mark it down, they never were a true Christian.  

 

II.      The Characteristics of Christians (V20-21, 24-25, 27) 

   In these verses we see the defenses that God has given true Christians to stand fast in the truth when the 

antichrists start their assault. 

A.   They Receive an Anointing (V20-21, 27) 

   This word “anointing” is a word that is severely misused – especially by those in the health, wealth, and 

prosperity movement. In John’s day the false teachers claimed an anointing that allowed them to know 

and understand things that the normal everyday Christian had no capacity to grasp. John says they are 

lying. Every true believer has the anointing. In verse 20, the “you” is literally “you all”. This anointing is 

not some mystical power of God for a selected few; it is for all true believers. Here in 1 John it seems that 

the anointing refers to the Holy Spirit. 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 (NKJV) “
21 

Now He who establishes us 

with you in Christ and has anointed us is God, 
22 

who also has sealed us and given us the Spirit in our 

hearts as a guarantee.” Every Christian has the Holy Spirit indwelling them. Romans 8:9b (NKJV) “Now 

if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.” One of the functions the Holy Spirit carries out 

in us is to guide us into all truth. John 16:13a (NKJV) “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, 

He will guide you into all truth…”  

   When John speaks of knowing all things, he certainly doesn’t mean that the indwelling Holy Spirit 

make us omniscient (all knowing). It doesn’t mean that you don’t have to study for the calculus test 

because the Holy Spirit knows all about calculus. It does mean that if the Spirit dwells in you and you are 

submitted to Him, you will recognize error and you will recognize truth. I remember having a liberal 

professor early on in seminary that was teaching some things that I knew were wrong. I was not mature 

enough in the Word to refute him, but it was like an alarm went off inside my mind “error alert, error 

alert”. In verse 21, we are told that when we have the “Spirit of truth” dwelling in us, we recognize the 

antichrists’ lies even if we are not mature enough in the Word to refute them.  

   In verse 27, John emphasizes that the source of the anointing (the Holy Spirit) is not beside us, but 

dwells in us. The One who dwells in us will guide us into all the truth that we need for any situation. In 

this verse, John is not telling us that don’t need human teachers. One of the ministry offices in the church 

according to Eph 4:11-12 in the office of pastor teacher. He is saying that we don’t need human teaching. 

True teachers in the church are simply mouth pieces for the Holy Spirit to reveal God’s truth. As the 

teacher teaches, the Holy Spirit in you bears witness to its truth (or its error) and you grow in the grace 

and knowledge of the Lord. I, or any teacher in the church, is just God’s messenger boy or girl. I think 

that this verse is also telling us that we are not to become dependent on human teachers for everything 

that we learn. We have the Spirit of truth in us.  

B.   There Is an Abiding (V24-25) 

   The word translated “abide” means to remain in (HCSB, NIV). Even though John has and will 

continue to make clear that a true believer cannot make a final turning away from the Lord and lose 

their salvation, he still urges them to abide, to remain in the truth they had heard in the beginning. 

Notice a progression here: God’s truth, the Spirit of truth abides in us; we abide in Christ and the 

Father. Since eternal life is Christ’s life (1 John 1:2-3), we now live as partakers in Christ’s eternal 

life as a present possession. Eternal life is not something we get after we die. It is Christ’s life in us 

now empowering us to walk victorious over every attempt to deceive us by the antichrists and their 

lies.         


