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Scientist, Temple Grandin, a few years ago… made an important 

discovery.  … She suffers from Autism… but she had a crucial 

breakthrough that has serious implications on your life and on my life.  … 

We are all… probably living healthier lives because of this scientist’s 

finding. … If it wasn’t for Temple Grandin’s years of careful research… 

some of us in this very room… might not even be here.  … You see… this 

lady’s lifetime achievement… led her to a new way… to gently kill cows. … 

“Really…? … Now, why is that so important…?”  You may be asking 

yourself.  … It is essential … because if the animals experience high stress 

levels prior to death… hormones get released that lower the meat quality… 

and can affect the health of those who consume it. So Grandin committed 

herself to explore how to keep cattle calm… as they are being led to 

slaughter.  

Grandin's research has led to one simple insight: novelty distresses cows. 

…The key is to keep everything in their lives feeling and looking as normal 

and natural as possible.  

Workers shouldn't yell at the cows… Grandin advocates… and they should 

never use cattle prods… because they are counter-productive and 

unneeded. … If you just keep the cows contented and comfortable… they'll 

go wherever they're led. … Don't surprise them… don't unnerve them… 

and above all… don't hurt them (well… at least until you terminate their 

life… at the end). 

According to the article… where I got this information that I am 

presenting…Grandin devised a new technology that has revolutionized the 

ways of the big slaughter house operations. … In this system the cows 
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aren't prodded off the truck… but are led… in silence… onto a ramp. … 

They go through a "squeeze chute" (a gentle pressure device that mimics a 

mother's nuzzling touch.) … The cattle continue down the ramp onto a 

smoothly curving path. … There are no sudden turns. … The cows 

experience the sensation of going home… the same kind of way they've 

traveled many times before. 

As they mosey along the path… they don't even notice when their hooves 

are no longer touching the ground. … A conveyor belt slightly lifts them 

gently upward… and then … in a split second… well not to be graphic… I’ll 

just say… instantly they are transitioned from livestock to meat.  … But 

they are never aware enough to be alarmed by any of it. … Grandin calls it 

"the stairway to heaven." 

I have risked your revulsion in explaining this process… not to make you 

sad for these trusting cows (which I happen to believe God has placed on 

this earth as a legitimate food source for us)… My purpose is not to make 

you feel sick or to have you consider becoming a vegetarian… but to make 

a point. 

Conniving and deceptive forces are at work right now… (and I speak 

mainly of the demonic… Satan and his minions…) They are negotiating 

how to make humans all fattened up for consumption… They want us 

satisfied enough… so they can get us calmly… and without struggle… to 

the cosmic slaughterhouse floor. … The easiest life for you and I will be 

one… in which we don't question these things… a life in which we simply 

do what seems natural. … As a matter of fact… the ease of it all… will 

seem to be further confirmation… that this is the way things ought to be …. 
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You might feel as though your life situation is like progressing up a stairway 

so perfect it's as though it was designed just for you. - And it is! …  In many 

ways the more tranquil you feel… the more endangered really you are. 

If you have trusted Jesus Christ… as your Lord and Savior… and you are 

trusting in what Christ accomplished on the cross to take away the effects 

of your sin… then you do not have to worry about a slaughtering to an 

eternal death. … But Satan and his forces will try to lead us to a different 

kind of slaughter.  … They will do everything they can to deceive us… and 

lull us… and diminish the rewards that God otherwise has for us.  

I have titled today’s message… “The Trouble with Common Sense”… 

because our good ol’ common sense is so often the best tool… that the 

“deliberate deceiver” will use to gently lead us. … When we simply rely on 

our common sense… rather than the equipping God gives us access to… 

we are vulnerable to a demonic slaughter. 

In our passage today… Joshua chapter nine… we will see how Joshua and 

the leaders of Israel found themselves in deep trouble… because they 

relied too heavily on simple common sense.  … Two weeks ago… in our 

study through the Book of Joshua… we observed Israel’s failure to consult 

the Lord... was a major factor in her defeat at Ai... and now this same kind 

of  prayerlessness... was about to precipitate another crisis. 

The disaster that is about to happen in this chapter...  came about when it 

was least expected. ... If you were here last week... do you happen to recall 

where we left Israel... at the end of chapter 8...? ... We left them in 

Shechem.  And what were they doing there... instead of carrying on further 

battles with the Canaanites...?  Why did the entire nation leave their camp 
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at Gilgal... and travel the 30 miles north to Shechem.  ... It was because 

Moses told them that once they entered the Promised Land... they were to 

go there to renew their vows before the Lord. ... They were being obedient 

to God’s command through Moses... given years before.   

So as we pick up the narrative with Joshua nine this morning... the people 

of God had just returned to camp at Gilgal... after hearing the Law of God 

read to them at Mt Ebal and Mt. Gerizim. ... They have just had a powerful 

time of worship with the Lord. ... The Law had been inscribed on stones...  

and Israel affirmed their willingness to obey God’s Word. ... It was a time of 

tremendous spiritual victory... Their spirits were soaring in the heavenlies... 

in the very presence of God. ... They were very aware and conscious of 

God's presence.  ... They were enthusiastic toward their duty to obey Him. 

They had just rededicated and recommitted themselves to God. ... Now 

they were all set to follow God wholeheartedly. A deep consciousness of 

God's holy presence flooded their souls. 

 (LISTEN...) When God’s people think they “have it made”... they are most 

vulnerable to the enemy’s assault. 

Scripture clearly teaches that the demonic forces of evil... of Satan 

himself... attack believers. ... These evil forces of the spiritual world seek to 

destroy our faith in God... and our victorious life in Christ. ... The forces of 

evil seek to defeat us... to keep us from living a conquering life... a life of 

triumph and victory. ... The spiritual forces of evil will take the trials and 

attempt to squash us under their heavy weight.  
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The attack of the enemy is especially strong... when we are experiencing a 

spiritual high. ... It is in moments of recommitment... of renewing our 

covenant with God... that the devil forms an alliance of evil... a strong 

attack against us... or a subtle deception. ... This we must learn. It is strong 

faith in God... a strong victorious life lived for God... that arouses spiritual 

wickedness to attack with force. ... An alliance of spiritual wickedness is 

always formed to attack strong believers. ... The devil and the forces of evil 

do not have to worry about a weak believer. ... It is strong believers that are 

their concern. 

Blessings and battles – very often come together.  Battles frequently follow 

close on the heels of blessing. 

The events of our narrative are set up for us… as the first two verses of 

Joshua chapter nine show how the news of Israel’s victories… was bringing 

forth different battles. … This oncoming opposition was in two very different 

forms. … There was direct opposition… (Kings in the area began to unite 

with each other… as one brutal force against Israel.)  … And there was an 

indirect opposition… that came in the form of deception. 

Whenever we rededicate ourselves to the Lord… and affirm our willingness 

to follow Him and obey His Word… you and I should be careful of similar 

opposition.  It will come in either… and sometimes both forms… direct… 

and indirect… (It could be intimidating forces of might… unhidden… 

direct… or it could be a subtle… deceptive pressure that is indirect.)    

Satan sometimes comes as a roaring lion… 

1 Peter 5:8 (ESV)  
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 



6 
 

 

But sometimes Satan comes as a deceiving serpent… Paul wrote to 

Corinth saying… 

2 Corinthians 11:3 (ESV)  
But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your 
thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 

 

To guard ourselves against these pressures… we cannot trust our common 

sense alone!  We need a moment by moment communication with God.  

He will give us strength to endure the direct pressures… and wisdom to 

see through the deception of the indirect.  

Joshua 9:1-2 

This illustrates the truth that when people fight God... and God's people... 

and program... mutual enemies often bury the hatchet of animosity among 

themselves... in order to join hands to fight God. ... The Pharisees and 

Sadducees despised each other... but joined together... AND with the hated 

Herodians to fight Jesus Christ. ... However... no unity of evil will ever 

defeat God. 

Psalm 2:1-4 (ESV)  
Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain?   The kings of 
the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, 
against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying,  “Let us burst 
their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”  He who sits in 
the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in derision.  

 

Not all Israel’s enemies wanted to fight. ... The Gibeonites were convinced 

they could never defeat Israel in war... so they pursued peace. ... Located 
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in the hill country... only six miles northwest of Jerusalem... Gibeon was 

known as “an important city.” It was the head of a small confederation 

including three towns that were near to it.   

Joshua 9:3-6 

They were not the first... nor the last... who tried to solve their problems by 

lying. ... Lying appeared to solve their problem... but before the encounter 

was over... they were slaves. 

Reading this is much like watching that television commercial for a leading 

anti-acid... I’m sure you’ve seen it.  ... They attempt to prove how much 

better their product is... than their competitor’s... because their anti-acid  

soaks up much more (of what they want us to believe... in their 

demonstration... is “excess stomach acid.”) ... Two beakers are filled with 

liquid... (we are left to assume that this liquid is equivalent to our stomach’s 

fluid... even though they don’t say a word about it.  ... But... sure enough... 

once they swirl the beakers around... the anti-acid that they want us to 

buy... shows itself markedly superior to the other.  

Now... is this really convincing proof...?  ... Not really... but it appears 

credible... because of this visible... tangible... so-called scientific 

demonstration. The lady who swirls the beakers is even dressed in a white 

lab coat. (How much more scientific can you get...?) It conveys the 

impression of solid evidence.  

The common television commercial today... sure reminds me of today’s 

passage.  ... Who could dispute the plainly obvious...?  Common sense is 
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enough!  ... We don’t need God when common sense can lead us.  ... Or 

do we...?  (“...Into the cattle chute you go... get-along little doggie!”) 

Joshua 9:7 

At first Joshua and his staff were hesitant... and not altogether convinced. 

... It was good for them to be on their guard. ... Things are not always what 

they seem to be. ... Evil men often try to take advantage of the righteous... 

and they do come into churches. 

So... the leaders of Israel give a mild protest.  ... But it was too weak. ... Our 

opposition to evil... will always require more than mouthing a faint protest.  

It involves a serious commitment to prayer-filled action. 

Joshua 9:8-10 

They professed a piety that they did not have. ... Like politicians seeking 

votes... they threw in a little religion to make them look good. 

Many of the commentators compare these words with Rahab's confession 

of faith... when she hid the spies... back in Joshua 2. ... ... You know... it 

can be very... very... difficult to tell the difference between faith (like 

Rahab's)... and flattery (like these conniving Gibeonites)... especially when 

that flattery is so spiritual and pious. ... ... It is all very subtle because 'there 

is always something heart-warming for most of us... when we hear that our 

reputation for God's dealings with us... is being spoken of by other people... 

“I’ve heard about you Folks over there at Living Water... You really know 

how to love one another...” ... “...Well, yes... yes we do! God is at work 

among us. ... You must be deeply spiritual yourself... because of how you 
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picked up on that... Chuck is moving to Idaho Falls... would you like to 

be our new church treasurer...?”  

When these clever Gibeonites rehearsed God’s work among the 

Israelites... notice how they did not mention Israel’s most recent victories 

over Jericho and Ai...?  Why didn’t they mention those...?  It was all part of 

their ruse.  If they wanted to appear that they were coming from a long way 

off, the victories of Jericho and Ai would be too recent to report, so they left 

them out. 

Joshua 9:11 

This "servant" phrase did not mean they were coming to be Israel's 

servants... but it was commonly used in the East as a token of respect." ... 

They wanted to be viewed as mutual friends... when in truth they were 

enemies. ... Sin is advertised as a friend of good times and noble 

endeavors... when in truth... it is an enemy of these things. 

Now... it is not obvious in our smoothed out English translation... but twice 

the word "now" is used regarding making a peace treaty.  ... In the original 

language... it comes out with a sense of immediacy... urgency... action to 

be taken - straightway... without delay.  ... The Gibeonites wanted the treaty 

quickly before they were found out.  

Beware of salesmen who want you to buy their item quickly... or sign on the 

dotted line quickly to buy something. ... Urgency can be a giveaway for 

fraud in many cases. ... However... The urgency that needs respect is the 

urgency of salvation. ... "Now is the day of salvation" (II Corinthians 6:2) is not 

a high-pressure salesman talking... but a wise person who realizes that 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=2Co+6%3A2
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soul salvation is the most important thing in your life... and delay can lead 

to damnation. ... This was not the case with the league the Gibeonites 

wanted... however. ... Their urgency was pressed because of their fraud. 

Joshua 9:12-13 

First... they said they were "from a very far country"... when they actually 

lived twenty-five miles away. ... Then they lied about their clothing and 

food. "...  They also lied about themselves and gave the impression that 

they were important envoys on an official peace mission from the elders of 

their city. ... They also called themselves "your servants" when in reality 

they were the enemies of Israel. ... These four lies were bad enough... but 

when the visitors said they had come "because of the name of the Lord" (in 

verse 9)... it was blasphemous.  

Warren Wiersbe... in his commentary points out that... If this group of men 

had been an authentic official delegation... it would have comprised a much 

larger company... bearing adequate supplies... including sufficient 

provisions for the trip home. ... Real ambassadors would have thrown away 

their "dry and moldy" bread... because their servants would have baked 

fresh bread for them. ... As officials... they would have packed the proper 

attire so that they might make the best impression possible... as they 

negotiated with the enemy.  

So if Joshua and his leaders... had only paused to think and pray about 

what they saw... they would have concluded that the whole thing was a 

trick.  
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James 1:5 (ESV)  
If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to 
all without reproach, and it will be given him. 

Joshua 9:14 

This is the key verse of our passage today.  No one can miss it.  The great 

cause of their mishandling of the Gibeonites visit... was that they did not 

ask counsel from the Lord. ... (LISTEN...)  We bring many troubles upon 

ourselves when we are not pious enough to seek God about a matter. 

Leave out God and you invite troubles. 

This episode raises pertinent questions for God's people. Do we need the 

guidance of God only when we are in doubt? ... Do we not need to be 

careful when we begin to think... 'There is no need to consult the Lord on 

this matter — it's quite clear to common sense'?  ... No proposed course of 

conduct can be so clear to a Christian... as to excuse him/her from the duty 

of seeking direction from the Lord. ... We must beware of that subtle 

unbelief that assumes 'I have this under control.' 

When I did my doctoral dissertation on a related matter... of discerning the 

will of God... I read several popular Christian authors who would consider 

trying to ask God, “Should I get a haircut at 4:00 this afternoon...? to be a 

complete absurdity.  They point out that we have no need to check with 

God on things like what breakfast cereal we should buy.  ... The point they 

seem to make is that God does not have to be involved in the minute 

details of our life.   ... But I say... too late!  He already is! 

Luke 12:6-7 (ESV)  
Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? And not one of them is 
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forgotten before God. Why, even the hairs of your head are all 
numbered.  

God is already involved in the minute details of our life... so why not live our 

Christian life in a constant attitude of prayer before Him...?  That is what I 

consider to be Spiritual maturity... a constant communion with the Lord.  

That is what I strive for – to live more and more of my life... with greater 

awareness that we are living this together... moment by moment... each 

and every day.  I want to think my thoughts with Him... in an ever 

deepening relationship. ... So - “Lord, should we get a haircut at 4:00 this 

afternoon...?” is not an absurdity to me. ... I see it as a part of what it 

means to pray without ceasing.   

Joshua 9 warns God's people against an arrogant independence. ... In the 

context of our various trials we need wisdom to know how to function in 

those trials and circumstances... it is available from a giving God... and we 

are to ask for it. ... Our need is no different from Israel's. We need not only 

the power of God to overwhelm our obvious enemies... but also the wisdom 

of God to detect our subtle enemies.  

(LISTEN...) God delights to make His will known to us... when we are 

humble and willing to obey.  ... We don’t seek God’s will like customers at 

Walmart... checking to see which option looks best. ... “This is good 

enough... I think I’ll grab it and go to the check out...”  ... When you want to 

know God’s will... seek it... instead... like a servant who listens for orders.  

Jesus said... 

John 7:17 (ESV)  
If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the teaching 
is from God... 



13 
 

This is basic to discovering God’s will.  First get your heart right... make 

sure it is ready to obey whatever God reveals.  And then listen as a 

servant.  ... Here is one more verse about discovering God’s will... and then 

we’ll move on...  You may know this one... 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (ESV)  
“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 
understanding...” (your own common sense...) “In all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.”  

 

Joshua 9:15 

God had warned about making treaties with people of the land.  

Exodus 34:12 (ESV)  
Take care, lest you make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land 
to which you go, lest it become a snare in your midst. 

Israel disobeyed God in making this covenant with the Gibeonites. 

Now Israel was stuck! 

Joshua 9:16-27 

Wow!  I really wish that I had more time to bring out all that is here about 

what it means to trust God... through the disappointing experience of 

deception and gullibility.  But there is one thing that I cannot simply leave 

alone... without driving it home... because it is something of vital 

importance.  We see it sharply in verse 18... 

Joshua 9:18 
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Verse 18 says that the people complained against their leaders. ... They... 

no doubt... felt robbed of the spoil they could have had as plunder...  I can 

just hear all of their grumbling... can’t you...?  “...So what if you made a 

promise to them... They deceived us... Doesn’t that nullify our promise...?  

It is a promise based on a lie they should not have told. They deserve to be 

wiped out...!”   Any court in America would not hold Israel to keeping their 

promise... would they...?  

But look at the response of Joshua and the rest of the leaders. They didn't 

rationalize, they just took the criticism. Neither did they repudiate this 

mutual defense treaty they had entered into with Gibeon. In essence they 

refused to cave in to the pressure from the people, even though it would be 

in perfect alignment with all human rationale and basic COMMON SENSE.     

Joshua said, "Here is what we did and why it has to stand. A covenant oath 

was made in the name of the LORD God of Israel."  

He had given his word... and he took it seriously. ... Perhaps Joshua could 

have bailed out... because the Gibeonites had entered into this covenant 

under false pretenses. But he says, "This is about more than just us and 

Gibeon, it's about us and the God of covenant. It's His name that is at 

stake, His reputation and character."  

If they had nullified this commitment... what would that have said about the 

God they served... Who cares very much about keeping oaths and 

maintaining covenants... about being loyal and faithful to relationships?  

The Scriptures warn us about taking an oath in the Lord's name and then 

breaking it... because violating the oath just compounds the problem. So 
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instead of looking for loopholes... Joshua stood against the desires of the 

people of Israel, who wanted to cancel the treaty and wipe out Gibeon, 

Joshua said, "No, from now on, through Israel God will be the protector of 

these foreigners. A covenant is a covenant."  

Christian... this has got to encourage us – not to take our promises lightly! 

There used to be a day when a man's word was his bond... but that does 

not seem to be the case... very often... any more. ... Christian keep your 

word! ...Keep your word! ...Keep your word! ... If you tell someone you are 

going to do something... then do it! ... If you are to be at a place at a certain 

time... then be on time! ... ... When we don't keep our word... we lose 

credibility. ... God's people need to be people of integrity. ... We need to be 

people who keep our word. ... Christians should be people that can be 

counted upon... not people who create frustration for others from their 

apathy and sloppiness. ... ... The leaders of Israel respond and tell the 

people they will let the Gibeonites live... otherwise God's wrath would be 

upon them. ... Israel made a vow and it wasn't to be broken. God doesn't 

take vows lightly. 

How can we guard ourselves so that we will not be deceived or 

misled?  Here are two things... that are better than a mere trust of common 

sense. ... #1.  Work toward a continuous prayer life. Pray about everything.  

#2. Seek to protect and honor God's name. ... When we honor our word... 

we honor God. ... When we keep our promises... we honor God. ... Even if 

the other party offends us... or if they profoundly sin against God... we are 

not released from our responsibility.   
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When we honor God... His presence is constantly known to us. ... He gives 

us His presence and guidance. ... He counsels us and protects us against 

deceitfulness and dishonesty. ... His Spirit guards and protects us... giving 

us clear insight into deception. ... God enables us to see when people are 

attempting to deceive us. ... He gives us insight to see lies... and He gives 

us the power to conquer deception and lies. 

Simply stated, when we keep our word, we honor God. And when we honor 

God, God gives us His presence and guidance. He protects us against 

deception. 

Some people ask, "Who am I?" and expect the answer to come from their 

accomplishments. … Other people ask, "Who am I?" and expect the 

answer to come from what other people think about them.  Now let me 

challenge you… if you were to answer your own question “Who am I? 

based on the promises you have kept to other people – even under difficult 

circumstances… you will know how much of a servant of God you are… 

who can hear Him.  


