
2 Timothy Chapter 4 

“Living with Eternity in View” 

 

In 2002 I was invited to take part in the Olympic Torch relay as the flame worked its way 

through Philadelphia on its way to Salt Lake City Utah. 

After a few meetings and physical training the day finally arrived to carry the torch.  

The stirring video and speech that were given prior to running energized me to RUN with 

great zeal and energy. 

 As the van was taking me to the location where I would begin my run a video was 

played of all of the famous people who have run the torch relay in the past… Great 

athletes, presidents, renown statesmen….   

 After the video a motivational speaker said: You have in your hands something that 

only 1% of human beings have ever personally set their eyes upon AND you hold it 

in your hands. Run the race with dignity and honor, run the race with purpose and 

diligence. Now get out there and Run! 

 

IN 2 Timothy 4 The Apostle Paul is passing the torch of the Gospel on to his own dear 

son in the faith, Timothy.  

He has run a good race, he has remained faithful to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 

He knows that in a very short time he will finish the course and receive his reward and 

these are his last words. 

 Like the words of our guide on the torchbearers bus Paul’s words are inspirational 

they are motivational. Reading them should cause US to run with diligence the race 

that is set before us. 

 

Here are the points that I want you to remember from this last chapter of 2 Timothy. 

1. The Charge      He Declares the COURSE to be run. 

2. The Sacrifice    He Describes the COST that the course has demanded. 

3. The Reward     He Delights in the COMPENSATION that is anticipated. 

 

1.The Charge: To grasp the context we need to remember Paul’s words in chapter 3. 

2 Timothy 3: 16  All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17  that the man of God may be 

competent, equipped for every good work. 

 In light of the sufficiency, the authority and the effectiveness of the Scripture Paul 

issues the following CHARGE: 

 

4:1  I charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 

and the dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom:  2  preach the word; be ready in 

season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and 

teaching. 

 Paul’s charge is simple “Preach the Word”  



 Timothy you are to proclaim the saving message of God’s redeeming work in Christ 

as it is clearly laid out for us in Scripture. 

 TO PREACH – to proclaim, Like Paul Revere who cried out the warning, “The 

British are coming!”   

 In season and out of season…   There are times when it is going to be easy and the 

crowds are going to respond with great interest.  

 There are other times when NOBODY will be interested in what you have to say. 

Regardless of the response you must keep preaching the Word. 

 

3  For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching 

ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will 

turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 

 Paul warned of Difficult Seasons, Perilous Times when people will not endure, they 

will not put up with sound, healthy teaching. Instead they will gather around 

themselves teachers who will scratch their itchy ears. 

 Friends I believe, (God help me not to be judgmental) But I believe that we are living 

in such a season.  (What should we do? Change the message to suit society) 

 People would much rather have their ears tickled by humorous, pragmatic little chats 

than endure sound teaching.  

 IN today’s church it is more important to fill a building with people than to fill the 

heart with truth. Exposition has given way to entertainment; Theology has been 

replaced by theatrics, doctrine traded in for drama.  

 

Paul’s solemn charge to Timothy is not simply good advice from a seasoned preacher it 

comes with divine authority. 

 The FORCE behind Paul’s directive is described in the words: “in the presence of 

God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead.” 

 Timothy this holy charge is given to you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus. 

(the entire Godhead bears witness to the charge that I give to you today!) 

 And GOD is not a passive observer HE is the JUDGE before whom we must all give 

an account on that great day when we see him face to face. 

 

In a court of LAW the plaintiff and the defendant have to present the FACTS before the 

judge. That Judge needs to be accurately informed about all of the details of the case. 

And because he was NOT physically present at the time of the alleged action he must rely 

upon witnesses to provide him with all of the pertinent facts. 

 BUT our Judge is omnipresent (he exists everywhere at all times)  He is also 

omniscient: He knows all things fully and perfectly, our actions as well as our 

motives, every one of our thoughts, words and deeds are exposed before him to 

whom we must give account. 

 For believers this judgment seat is described in the book of 2 Corinthians: 



2Co 5:10  For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one 

may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil. 

 This is called the “Bema” Judgment. The judgment of God’s chosen people. Since 

our eternal destiny has been secured by the grace of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ, this judgment is a judgment of reward.  

 Like the Olympic platform where the winners receive the prize. 

 

WE should live our lives with this BEMA seat in mind. 
 

It is very easy to get bogged down with the cares of this life. 

 Physical health, financial needs, relational problems: These things consume much of 

our thoughts and most of our energies. 

 How can I pay this month’s bills? The price of gas and food keep going up! Can I 

afford to go to the doctor?  Friends God knows that we need all of these things.  

 

Matthew 6: 31  Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall 

we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32  For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 

your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. 33  But seek first the kingdom of 

God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

 Amidst the daily struggles we must fix our eyes on the Lord Jesus and our meditation 

on the Kingdom of God. 

 One day all of our trials will be over and we will stand before the judgment seat of 

Christ. 

 With that day in mind Paul exhorts Timothy to be clear headed and hard working 

 

POINT #2  The Sacrifice: Paul describes the COST that the course demands. 

2 Timothy 4: 5  As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an 

evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6  For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 

and the time of my departure has come. 

 In comparison to the fickle crowds who do not listen but wonder off into myths, AS 

FOR YOU Timothy: 

 “BE sober-minded,” the words literally mean to be free from drunkenness. 

Throughout the scripture this word refers to being free from the excesses and 

influences that impair sound judgment.  

 Endure hardship,” While sobriety deals with the internal distractions that affect man, 

enduring hardship speaks of the external distractions that afflict a man.   

 Earlier Paul told Timothy to: 

 

2Timothy 2: 3  Share in suffering as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. (This is the same 

compound word: Literally “suffer evil”) 

 



The next imperative describing the course that Timothy would be embarking on reads: 

“do the work of an evangelist.” 

 The work that Timothy is to take up is the work of proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ in every location that the Lord would take him. 

 Like Paul, when he arrived in a city he went to the local Synagogue (proclaimed the 

Gospel to people who knew the Word of God) Till thrown out. 

 When he was cast out he went to the Gentiles and proclaimed the Gospel until he was 

thrown into jail. (don’t pass go, no 200.) 

 

Here is a thought for you to ponder: Put yourself in Timothy’s shoes, Paul says, My 

precious Timothy the work that you have seen me doing all these years: That work for 

which I have often been imprisoned, that ministry for which I am presently sentenced to 

death,                                    I want you to continue. 

 Wait a minute, you want me to do the same thing that landed you on death row! 

 

HOW does Paul view his own death?? 

 

Philippians 1:21  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22  If I am to live in the 

flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23  I am 

hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far 

better. 

 Paul sees death as GAIN, to be with Christ is FAR BETTER! 

 Here in 2 Timothy Paul likens the end of his life to a drink offering: 

 

2 Timothy 4: 6  For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my 

departure has come. 

 What is a drink offering?  We don’t know because we are not that familiar with the 

sacrificial system.  BUT in Paul’s day Drink Offerings were common in both pagan 

cultures as well as Israel. 

 

Numbers 15: 4  then he who brings his offering shall offer to the LORD a grain offering 

of a tenth of an ephah of fine flour, mixed with a quarter of a hin of oil; 5  and you shall 

offer with the burnt offering, or for the sacrifice, a quarter of a hin of wine for the drink 

offering for each lamb. 

 In the Law, drink offerings often accompanied other sacrifices. They were generally 

of wine and were poured out on top of the burnt offering as the final act of worship. 

 Knowing that he is about to die Paul envisions his life as a drink offering poured out 

upon the sacrifice of Christ that was previously offered.  

 Atonement has already been provided through the blood of Christ, our sacrificial 

lamb, the drink offering is an act of worship that adds nothing to the atonement it 

simply expresses a heart of worship. 

 



Point #3  The Reward      He Delights in the COMPENSATION that is anticipated. 

2 Timothy 4: 7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 

faith.  8  Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 

the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who 

have loved his appearing. 

 Paul faces the Bema Seat of Christ, not with fear, but with the anticipation of great 

reward 

 

In Vs 7 As he brings this letter to a close, Paul sums up the testimony of his life in three 

brief statements.  

His words display evidence of the enduring grace of God that has sustained him in the 

face of innumerous trials and hardships. 

 “I have fought the good fight,” These words were used of an athletic event where 

opponents engage one another in battle. When used figuratively this phrase carries a 

sense of struggling with great effort against dangers or difficulties. 

o Certainly this fits the Apostle Paul’s life and ministry. 

 “I have finished the race,” Throughout the New Testament this refers to a definite 

course that has been marked out by God. It is used of John the Baptist in Acts 13:25, 

and by Paul speaking of his own life in Acts 20:24. 

 He ran the course that GOD set before him. He was not the captain of his own ship, 

he did not set the course, he submitted to God who is sovereign. 

 

When Paul says he has “FINISHED” this course HE employs the same word that Jesus 

spoke from the cross in John 19:30 when he said, “It is finished.” 

o Jesus finished the course set out by the Father to PROCURE the salvation of 

God’s people. 

o Paul finished the course set by the Father to PROCLAIM the salvation that 

Christ had procured. 

 

While the first 2 clauses employ images from athletic games, the last one employs a 

different image, that of a sentry standing watch over something that is precious. 

 “I have kept the faith.” - That which has been kept or guarded is “The Faith.” 

 Generally speaking when Paul uses the word “THE” in front of “FAITH” he is not 

referring to his personal faith in the Lord Jesus. Rather he is referring to the objective 

body of essential doctrine. 

o Paul has been diligent to protect, to guard, to keep the eternal truth that God 

revealed to him. 

 

These three images reveal Paul’s perseverance in the same truth that he commanded 

Timothy to proclaim. 

AND here is the reward that Paul anticipated as he passed from this life to eternal life: 

“there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness” 



 Here again Paul speaks in athletic imagery, The crown of which he speaks was the 

laurel wreath that was placed upon the head of the victor in the Greek Games. 

 Paul alludes to this crown being “LAID UP” reserved or kept in heaven awaiting his 

arrival.  It is the crown of “righteousness.” 

o Laid up is not Lay-Away! Where you make payments so that you can obtain 

the promised merchandise.  

o This crown of righteousness has been paid in full by the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

GILL: “This crown is God the Father’s free gift unto his children, what they are born 

heirs unto, and have a meetness for, through regenerating and sanctifying grace, and have 

a legal title to it through the righteousness of Christ.” 

 

Through faith in the substitutionary sacrifice and glorious resurrection of the Lord Jesus 

we who believe have been justified, placed in a right relationship with God. Not by any 

righteousness of our own but by a righteousness that has been given to us who are in 

Christ. 

 RIGHT NOW we do not experience the fullness of that righteousness, it is “laid up 

for us” BUT when we leave this flesh behind we will receive from God the fullness 

of that righteousness for all of eternity. 

 

God will adorn his beloved with a crown of righteousness. 

Like the adorning of a bride in pure white on the day when she is joined to her 

bridegroom, we will be adorned in the righteousness of Christ at the marriage supper of 

the Lamb. 

 Forever we will dwell with Christ in perfect righteousness and peace. 

 

This crown is not for “Apostles Only” Paul goes on to say: 

“and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.” 

 The crown of Righteousness is laid away for ALL who are in Christ Jesus. 

 Paul describes those as “All who have loved his appearing.” 

 

DO you long for and love his appearing?   

 When you watch the news and see the moral degeneration of our society and the 

destructive violence that continually targets innocent children, unsuspecting 

commuters, do you look up and see that your redemption draws near? 

 

Is your confidence in the finished work of Christ?  

Do you long for Jesus like a bride longs for her bridegroom? 

 

FINISH WITH THIS: 

God has Declared the COURSE for US to run. 

 It is a course of FAITH in his revealed Word 



 

He Describes the COST that the course demands. 

 We are to be: sober-minded, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, 

 

WE can Delight in the COMPENSATION that is promised. 

 

Revelation 22:12  “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to 

repay everyone for what he has done. 

13  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end.” 

14  Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of 

life and that they may enter the city by the gates. 
 


