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Pastor Grant Van Leuven                       PECA Sermon Outline on Leviticus 11:1-47, July 19, 2015 
 
 
Intro:  
 
 
Main Point of Text: God’s laws about clean and unclean foods were to train His people to live with and 
by holy discernment. 
 
 
Sermon Point:  Show Discernment to Show Who You Are and Who is Your God. 
 
 
 
 
Move 1: Show that you know the difference between the past and the present. 
V. Hamilton: No trivial matter for the Jews. (Ezk. 4:14; Dan. 1:8; Acts 10:14). Yet it was temporary and 
pointed to something more tremendous.  “until the even” (vss. 24, 25, 27, 28, 31, 32, 39, 40): there is an 
impermanence to Israel.  A. Bonar of “unclean”: Palestine is not Eden.   Ex. 25:9, 40; Heb. 8:5.  Patterns of 
reality.  Acts 10: Peter (And Council, Acts 15) had to be taught these laws were temporary and typical of the 
Gentiles until time of Christ.  WCF 19:3: Col. 2:16-17; Heb. 9:9-10; Rom. 14:14, 17; Mt. 15:11; 1 Tim. 4:4-
5; Mat. 16:3. 
 
 
 
 
Move 2: Show that you know the difference between the present and the future. 
All these unclean animals were visual reminders of the Fall/Fallen world and its penetration through all 
living things.  Remind of Gen. 3:17-19 and Rom. 8:20-21. We are too used to sin and death.  God reminds 
us to focus on eternal life in heaven.  And so to … walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming 
the time, because the days are evil. (Eph. 5:15-16) 
 
 
 
 
Move 3: Show that you know the difference between right and wrong. 
God wanted them and us to be students of holy cleanness.  Clean: 3 times.  Unclean: 32 times! Abomination 
(detestable, 11 times).  Point of the Laws: vss. 46-47, that you know how to discern what is clean/unclean 
so you stay clean/holy (separate).  Most of this is public.  But also, private: vss. 32-35 (Ps. 101). 
Discernment requires thinking.  Calvin: Cleaved hoof, dividing things; chew the cud, meditation. Rom. 
12:2,  Clean/unclean distinguishes pure/impure lifestyles.  Titus 1:15.  Acts 10:12ff, unclean animals also 
symbolic of sin.  1 Cor. 2:14-16) Heb. 5:8-14.  Jonah 4:11: don’t be like Ninevites who couldn’t discern 
between their right and left hands. 
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Move 4: Show that you know the difference between you and the world. 
Dietary laws helped people recognize how to be recognizable from pagan world.  D&L: “holy”—
whole/complete; Animals in conformity w/ natural order of creation are clean; Animals w/ confused kinds 
are unclean.  R. Gamble: “holiness requires conformity to one’s class”.  Vs. 44-46: they are God’s separated 
people who thus separate themselves from the world. Holy people look to be and look holy.  Your 
discerning lifestyle will show that you know who you are/not.  Jn. 17:9, 15-16.  Eating habits are a social 
witness.  Js. 1:27.  Some animals needed clarification.  When in doubt, 1 Thess. 5:22:  Abstain from all 
appearance of evil.  Christians go out of their way to be holy and act squeaky clean: Ex. 19:6; 1 Pet. 2:9-11; 
Re: vss. 44-45, 1 Pet. 1:15-17: But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.  
 
 
 
 
Move 5: Show that you know the difference between false idols and the One True LORD. 
Vss. 45-47, God is their personal Redeemer. Vs. 45: “to be your God”.  Ex. 6:7; Ex. 19:5.  Dietary laws 
were signs and sign posts of walking with God, like in Deut. 6/11.  The Why? is in Vss. 44a/45a: “For I am 
the LORD”.  Animals were arbitrary to test allegiance and loyalty, like the forbidden fruit. Simply because 
God said so. Will you simply pay attention to and obey holy details because God says so?  That’s the test of 
whether or not the God of the Holy Scriptures truly is your Saving God.  Obedience to sanctified marks of 
separation from the world shows whether your God is the LORD of heaven or the gods of this world.  Pay 
attention to the big picture and all the litter particulars, because HE does. Heb. 4:12-13.  1 Cor. 10:31. 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion:  
 
If you have lacked discernment, get it now. Remember it is the minister’s job to draw out specifics:  Lev. 
10:10-11; Ezek. 44:23; Ezek. 22:26-30.  
 
Mal. 3:16-18. 
 
Show Discernment to Show Who You Are and Who is Your God. 


