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Everything in relation to our Lord’s salvation and His kingdom is done by appointments which 
He makes.  The building of His Church is not simply a popular movement of the people who 
have decided to follow after Jesus and be more like Him.  If anyone becomes a true Christian it is 
because God has first chosen them, and appointed them, to eternal life.  “You did not choose Me, 
but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He may give you.” (John 15: 16)  Acts 13: 
48 confirms this truth.  When Paul and Barnabas came to Antioch Pisidia to preach the gospel 
they had a great response from many of the people there.  But there was also much opposition 
from the unbelieving Jews.  So it says there, “And Paul grew bold and said, “It was necessary 
that the word of God should be spoken to you first, but since you rejected it, and judge 
yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.”  “For so the Lord has 
commanded us: ‘I have set you as a light to the Gentiles, that you should be for salvation to the 
ends of the earth.”  And when the Gentiles heard this, it says, “They were glad and glorified the 
word of the Lord.”  “And as many as had been appointed to eternal life believed.”  The 
appointment to be saved; the appointment to believe comes from God Himself.  But God is also 
a God who appoints the means which lead to the ends which He wants to accomplish in His 
eternal purposes.  And part of those means which He has chosen in the building of His Church 
are His 12 Apostles who were appointed to this work.   
       The appointments of our salvation are definite because the appointment of the men who 
were to be used as part of the means, were chosen by our Lord Himself.  The appointment by our 
Lord of these 12, at this time, to the Apostolic ministry shows us that it was His purpose to 
expand and multiply the labors of His own ministry, even during the time of His earthly 
ministry, by calling 12 disciples into a time of intensive discipleship with Himself.  It would be a 
time that the rest of those who were disciples, who were following after Him, listening to His 
teaching, would not have.  These 12 would be His Apostles, His representatives, His sent ones.  
As the Father had sent Jesus into the world, so the Lord Jesus would send these 12 into the 
world at the end of his training of them, at the end of His earthly ministry.  When he was raised 
from the dead, it is recorded in John 20: 21, that he said to the disciples, “Peace to you!”  “As the 
Father has sent Me, I also send you.”  Although we as believers are not called to be Apostles or to 
be numbered among the 12, there are principles which we can derive from the Apostolic 
appointments which we can apply to our lives, as simple Christians, in order to see Christ’s 
kingdom expand and advance.  These principles have to do with our faith and our responsibility 
as individual Christians in relation to those who are called into the ministry of the Word of God.   
If we grasp these principles we shall find that each of us will be able to help-on the ministry here 
in this church, and other churches.  And together we will find the Lord is giving us much 
valuable work to do in relation to the salvation of souls of people around us. What were these 12 
men appointed to, as Apostles?  That is the question of the morning.  We want to look, first, at 
the call related to this appointment.  Then 2nd, we want to look at the ends for which this 
appointment was made.  And then 3rd we want to look at the diversity of the persons chosen in 
these appointments.   
1st of all - Let's look at the call related to this appointment. (Verses 13 and 14) 
         “And He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He Himself wanted.”  “And they 
came to Him.”  “Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him….” When it says that 
He went up on the mountain and called to Him those He Himself wanted, and they came to 
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Him, we should understand that there was a special significance to His going up on this 
mountain.  It is significant because this is where Jesus went to pray.  This is the same mountain 
referred to in Luke 6, verse 12, if you will turn over there with me.  It says here, “Now it came to 
pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to 
God.”  “And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve 
whom He also named apostles.”  The information that we have from this gospel of Luke is added 
information to what Mark has given us.  This mountain is significant because it was the place 
where Jesus spent the whole night in prayer before He chose His apostles.  Here we have a 
striking example of Jesus’ perfect humanity.  He was God made manifest in the flesh, and He 
held constant and regular communication with the Father; even to such a wonderful extent, that 
He says of Himself in John Chapter 3, verse 13, that He was able to be in heaven and upon the 
earth at the same time.  He says, “No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from 
heaven, that is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.”  He had perfect fellowship and communion 
with the Father, and yet, he needed to spend the whole night in prayer before He chose His 
twelve Apostles.   
        What does this say to us, when we are considering who it is that should become a pastor or a 
leader in the church?  It should say to us that prayer is the greatest component of decision 
making in regard to who will pastor a church.  I am sure that being God in one of His natures 
that Christ was able to review all of the possible candidates among the disciples; to be able to see 
into their hearts, and into their lives.  He certainly knew all of their faith, all of their giftedness, 
and all of their motives in relation to their service to Him; whether it was glorifying to God or to 
themselves.  But His choice of them still required prayer to the Father by the Holy Spirit in order 
that there would be perfect agreement between the Triune God that these choices were the right 
persons.  It was this that Jesus as a man, needed to know and to confirm.  In His prayers He 
would lay the whole matter before the Father and the Spirit for review and the confirmation that 
they alone could bring to Him.  What does this say to us?  It should say to us, that we who are 
not Divine in our persons have even more need to lay before our God, those men who we might 
think are possibly qualified to be ministers.  We should pray for our prospective leaders, in order 
that the decision will be the right one.  God is well able to bring to your mind the good things in 
that person’s life which should be considered, and also to bring to your mind things that might 
cause you to pause. And the Lord can also bring to our minds, as we study the qualifications of 
1st Timothy 3 and Titus 1, whether a particular person may not be the right choice to be 
appointed to be a minister.  Prayer will make it clear to your mind and the minds of others in the 
church as well.  
       This mountain, which Christ went up on, to spend time in prayer, was a literal physical 
mountain, but it appears entirely appropriate to me, to think of Jesus' going to it, in relation to 
the building of the kingdom of God itself.  He went there because it was a good backdrop for 
what He was about to do in calling these Apostles.  The word “mountain” in a prophetic sense in 
the Scriptures means a kingdom, and there are passages which show us that this word is used in 
referring to the kingdom of God.  Both Isaiah Chapter 2, verses 2 and 3, and Micah Chapter 4, 
verses 1 and 2 have this reference.  In Isaiah 2 it says, “Now it shall come to pass in the latter 
days that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established on the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow to it.”  “Many people shall come and 
say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He 
will teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.”  The Lord went up on a literal mountain 
to pray that night, but He was praying concerning the mountain of the Lord's house, a spiritual 
mountain; a spiritual kingdom. His kingdom would be built upon “the foundation of the 
Apostles” which He would choose the next day.  He would call to Himself those that He wanted 
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out of the whole group of disciples.  What was this call an appointment to?  It tells us in verse 14.  
“Then He appointed the twelve, that they might be with Him…”  
         Did the Son of God really need this?  Yes, in His human nature He had the need of 
companionship, fellowship; He needed the sympathy and encouragement of those whom He was 
going to call.  They were going to be with Him.  They were going to get to see how the Son of God 
really lived.  They were going to get to hear His teaching and to have it explained to them more 
thoroughly than any others of His disciples.  They would be with Him when He experienced all 
His trials and difficulties and persecutions.  They were to be witnesses of how He lived when 
under those pressures.  Luke 22: 28; “But you are those who have continued with Me in My 
trials.”  “And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My Father bestowed one upon Me….”  It was 
theirs to be called to an unspeakably great appointment; to be privileged to be the 12 Apostles of 
our Lord.  The lesson that we should learn from this that it is not that we should covet the 
position or the gifts of an Apostle, but rather that we grasp the significance of what we have been 
called to as Christians.  We have been called into fellowship with the glorified Son of God who 
sits at the right hand of the Father.  But He also lives within our hearts by His Spirit.  We too, 
have been called to be “with Christ”.  We have been called into real spiritual fellowship with the 
Father and the Son and we need to understand the importance of prayer in relation to our call.  
Our call is to Christ in us, and Christ with us.  He never leaves us nor forsakes us.  So why not 
cultivate this relationship of a prayer-life to Him and with Him.  This is the way to be led into all 
the truth of the Word of God, and the way to become a useful and fruitful servant of your Master, 
Jesus Christ.  Are you content to be with Him?  This is what you have been called to.  Are you 
content to pursue His glory, His gospel, and His truth being made known through you, to people 
around you?  
2ndly- We want to look at the ends for which this appointment was made. 
(Verses 14 and 15) 
        “Then He appointed twelve, that they might be with Him and that He might send them out 
to preach, and to have power to heal sicknesses and to cast out demons….”   The Apostle’s call 
was to be with the Lord Jesus, to learn of Him the truth of the great salvation which He came to 
bring, and the truth concerning Him which was strewn throughout all of the Old Testament 
Scriptures in prophetic form.  He came speaking of the Kingdom of heaven that was now at 
hand.  The ends for which His appointments were made, were that they would preach and verify 
the truth which they had heard from Him, by doing the miracles which He gave them to 
perform.  But as we compare this account with the other account which we find in Matthew, we 
find that their beginning to preach did not take place until sometime later, after their initial call 
to be with Him.  What their preaching was like, is related for us in Matthew chapter 10, if you 
would turn over there with me.  “And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave 
them power over unclean spirits to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds 
of disease.”  Then the Apostles are named again.  And then in verse 5 it says, “These twelve Jesus 
sent out and commanded them, saying: ‘Do not go into the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter 
a city of the Samaritans.”  “But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  “And as you 
go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.”   This is what they were commanded to 
preach.  It is still to this day, the gospel in a nutshell.  The marginal reference to the words, “is at 
hand”, says, “The kingdom of heaven has drawn near.” 
        The kingdom of heaven, in that day of the Apostle's preaching, was Christ's coming into the 
World and drawing near to sinners to teach them that salvation and the entrance into God's 
spiritual kingdom were not by the works of the law, but by grace through faith, and that not of 
themselves.  It was through faith in Himself alone, and this is what He appointed His Apostles to 
preach.  It was the same gospel that was preached by John the Baptist and our Lord Jesus 
before, and it is the same gospel that I preach to you today.  There are only 2 differences between 
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then and now.  One is, that the Lord Jesus and the Apostles are no longer on the earthly scene.   
Our Lord Jesus is at the right hand of the Father in heaven, and the Apostles have died and gone 
to glory to await the resurrection of the dead and their reward.  Their spirits are with their 
blessed Lord. But the gospel and Jesus Christ our Lord are the same yesterday, today, and 
forever.  He never changes all during this age.  Nothing should be taken away from this gospel of 
the kingdom, and nothing should be added to it.  There is still the need for all preachers of the 
Word and all Christians to proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is drawing near to them in the 
preaching of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  The Holy Spirit accompanies this word still, and this 
spiritual kingdom’s doors are still open to all sinners who see their need of Christ, by faith.  God 
is still well-pleased by the foolishness of the gospel preached, to save those who believe.  
        The other difference is that the gospel is to be preached now to both Jews and Gentiles, and 
not to the Jews only, as it was here commanded, in Matthew 10.  Christ's death would 
accomplish the breaking down of the barrier between Jew and Gentile and thus make them into 
one people of God in the New Testament Church.  The issues are nevertheless still the same;  
that every person who hears the gospel and believes, will enter this kingdom through faith in 
this King.  They either believe in Him and accept His kingdom and His rule and are saved, or 
they reject it and are still under the condemnation of God because they are under the curse of 
the law.  If this does not change, they will be lost forever, and perish in their sins.  However, the 
phrase, “the kingdom of heaven” tells the hearer that Christ is the heavenly king and that His 
kingdom is not of this world; rather, it is a spiritual kingdom which draws near to us.  It has a 
door of entrance which all must enter in order to be saved and to inherit eternal life.    
       We must understand then, that when we preach Jesus Christ crucified and risen from the 
dead, that we are preaching that the kingdom of heaven is at hand for each and every listener.  
Once the Lord Jesus had arrived on the scene and began His ministry and picked His Apostles 
and sent them out to preach, the message was always the same.  It was that Jesus is the King and 
Lord of all, and through His name comes the forgiveness of sins and citizenship in heaven.   
Philippians 3: 20 says, “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body that it  may be conformed to 
His glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to 
Himself.”  This is what the kingdom of heaven is; Jesus and the eternal, heavenly citizenship and 
imperishable inheritance which He gives to all those who believe.  Have you gained entrance 
into this spiritual and eternal kingdom?  You can find entrance if you will turn over to Matthew 
18, verse 1 with me.  “At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, ‘Who then is greatest in 
the kingdom of heaven?”  “Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, 
and said, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you 
will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.”  “Therefore whoever humbles himself as this 
little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”  You see the entrance, do you not?  It is that 
you humble yourself as a little child.  A little child is characteristically not too proud to be 
teachable.  He is humble in that wonderful sense that he is willing to receive and to listen to the 
things of great importance which are communicated to him.  When I say to you that you must be 
converted to enter the kingdom of heaven, does your heart rebel?  If it does, your heart is still 
sinful and it is not at all the heart of a little child as Jesus talks about here.  You must be 
converted; your heart must change, your mind must change; your whole perspective must 
change in regard to the way that you view yourself.  
        Before conversion most people think that really they are pretty good people.  They do not 
think much at all about themselves as being displeasing to God.  If they are told that they are 
sinners and need a Savior, they tend to reject this plain truth of the Bible in favor of their own 
evaluation of themselves.  This is nothing but pride.  The Lord wants pure simplicity and 
honesty in our evaluation of ourselves in terms of what we need to enter this kingdom of heaven.   
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We need to humble ourselves as a little child and to receive the gospel of Christ.  Christ came 
into the world to seek and to save that which is lost.  Christ came to lay down His life a ransom 
for many.  Christ, even though He was rich, yet He became poor that through His poverty I 
might become rich.  Do you believe this?  Do you receive this?  This is how you enter the 
kingdom of heaven.  And this is the importance of preaching.  We do not compromise the issue 
of preaching to this lost generation.   We who are ministers and who are called to preach will not 
give over preaching, to the false gospel of a sacramental salvation.  Faith comes by hearing and 
hearing by the word of God.  But what does it say before that in Romans 10, verse 13 and 
following?  “For whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  “How then shall they 
call on Him in whom they have not believed?”  “And how shall they believe in Him whom they 
have not heard?”  “And how shall they hear without a preacher?”  “And how shall they preach 
unless they are sent?”  “As it is written: ‘How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the 
gospel of peace, who bring glad tidings of good things!”  Let us never abandon the preaching of 
the gospel or the primacy of the preaching of the Word of God in all of our churches.   This is 
how the kingdom of heaven comes to sinners and advances into their hearts! 
And then 3rdly- We want to look at the diversity of persons who were appointed as 
Apostles. (Verses 16-19) 
       The 12 Apostles are listed for us here, and a little personal information is given about the 
first three.  “Simon, to whom He gave the name Peter; James the son of Zebedee and John the 
brother of James, to whom He gave the name of Boanerges, that is “Sons of Thunder”….”  The 
thing that I would have you to know and to see with your own eyes is that these men were of a 
great diversity of backgrounds.  The first three are fishermen for sure, and the fourth, who is 
Andrew, was also a fisherman.  But he does not figure so prominently among the Apostles as the 
first three.  The next seven that are listed; Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, Thomas, James the 
son of Alphaeus, Thaddeus, Simon the Canaanite (or the Zealot), we really are not given a lot of 
information about their lives and backgrounds.  We know already of the call of Matthew who 
was a publican, a tax-gatherer.  We know that Thomas was a twin from John 11: 16.  We surmise 
that from this place in the scripture that he was a melancholy man.  “Let us also go and die with 
Him”, (meaning Jesus) when Jesus was about to raise Lazarus from the dead.  We know also 
from John 20 that he was a man who was skeptical by nature, a man who wanted to have things 
proved to him.  Verse 25 there relates that he said, “Unless I see in His hands the print of the 
nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and put my hand into His side, I will not 
believe.”    
       Simon the Zealot was a man who was concerned about politics and his concern was that the 
Roman government was intruding into the things of great importance to the Jews and their 
religion.   He probably had a very low view of tax-collectors, but there he is alongside of Matthew 
in the twelve.  But when we look around us at our own church, do we not see the Lord doing the 
same thing with us?  We have so many different people, from so many different backgrounds 
and occupations, and interests.  And yet, the Lord has brought us together as a church.  Surely 
we ought to love our great God more and more because there is this diversity among us. Our 
unity is in our common faith in Christ; but our diversity of backgrounds, personalities, and 
talents is also the basis of great strength and usefulness to Christ's kingdom.  Let us appreciate it 
and not think that everyone must be alike in their interests and talents and pursuits.   Christ will 
use all who He places in His kingdom. 
        The three disciples that we are given some information on, are Peter and James and John.  
And all the information given to us here in this place is found in the names that our Lord gave 
them.  “Simon, to whom He gave the name Peter.”  This name signifies, “a rock or a stone”.  And 
Jesus gave him this name because He had a very special occupation of confessing His own name 
which He would give to Him.  In choosing Peter to this task, Jesus knew that by nature that he 
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was a man of strength, courage, and would be loyal to Himself.  But He also knew the grace that 
He would need to give him in order that these natural qualities could be used in a truly spiritual 
and powerful sense; to the glory of God.  It is Peter's rock-like adherence to Christ, confessing 
His need to be taught of Christ; confessing His need of His grace; it finally brought this very self-
determined and self-reliant man to a place where he was very useful to our Lord.  And is this not 
the way that it is with all of Christ's disciples?  Surely it is so.  But how necessary it would be for 
this man who would open the door of faith to the Samaritans along with John, and who would 
open the door of faith to the Gentiles, in preaching to Cornelius and his household.  He named 
him Peter, this early on in the process of ministerial training, because He knew what He would 
make him into by His grace.  He would be a rock, not moving from his confession of Christ; even 
if he would, at one point deny Him.  Still Christ knew all this when He called Him.  Take heart, O 
Christian.  The Master knows what it will take for the servant to become like Him.  When He 
undertakes your salvation, He foresees all the obstacles against the work being accomplished in 
you.  Yet, He does not; He will not; turn away from you to do you good.  Only look well to your 
repentance, that it is genuine, even as Peter's was. 
        And then finally, let us think together of Jesus’ surnaming James and John, the sons of 
thunder.  Thunder is that which warns us of a coming storm.  When we hear the thunder, we 
know that the rain storm is to shortly follow.   I think that the idea that Jesus had in giving them 
these names was that He knew that both of these men were men were, by their natural 
constitution and gifts, men of conviction, and passion, and power.  They were well able to sound 
forth the warnings of God's coming judgments in their preaching and to awaken careless sinners 
to their need to repent and to believe the gospel.  Men like this are very much needed in a day 
like today where many sleep the sleep of death in their sinful state; little understanding that 
someday that they will wake up in hell if they do not repent and come to faith in Christ.  But 
even these great abilities needed to be tempered, and honed, and their minds instructed on how 
to go about this good work of warning and awakening sinners.  Luke 9: 51-54 gives us an 
example of this.  It says, “Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him to be received 
up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem, and sent messengers before His face.”  
“And as they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him.”  “But they did 
not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem.”  “And when His 
disciples James and John saw this, they said, ‘Lord, do You want us to command fire to come 
down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?”  “And He turned and rebuked them, 
and said, 'You do not know what manner of spirit you are of.”  “For the Son of Man did not come 
to destroy men's lives but save them.”  This is often how it is with the best and finest of 
Christians. They have zeal, and they mean well when they go about to faithfully represent the 
Lord’s justice; in seeing if they can administer that justice themselves.  But they have forgotten 
these very important words of the Lord Jesus.  “The Son of Man did not come to destroy men's 
lives but to save them.”  The anger of man does not accomplish the righteousness of God.  But 
these great men would, by the grace of Christ, change and become men who could faithfully 
represent the mercy and love of Jesus Christ to guilty, helpless, and vile sinners.  May you and I 
be the same. 


