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Scripture Reading:    Genesis 10:32-11:9 

“32 These were the families of the sons of Noah, according to their generations, in their nations; and from 

these the nations were divided on the earth after the flood.  

1 Now the whole earth had one language and one speech. 2 And it came to pass, as they journeyed from 

the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they dwelt there. 3 Then they said to one 

another, "Come, let us make bricks and bake them thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they had 

asphalt for mortar. 4 And they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the 

heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth." 

5 But Jehovah came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. 6 And Jehovah 

said, "Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now 

nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from them. 7 Come, let Us go down and there confuse 

their language, that they may not understand one another's speech." 8 So Jehovah scattered them abroad 

from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased building the city. 9 Therefore its name is called 

Babel, because there Jehovah confused the language of all the earth; and from there Jehovah scattered 

them abroad over the face of all the earth.” 

"Man Would Be God:   

The Tower of Babel" 
We come this morning to one of the most recognized accounts in the Bible:   

 The Tower of Babel. 

An important thing we must remember as we study this very familiar passage is that it falls not only in 

the context of these early chapters of the Book of Beginnings, but also as an important part of the story of 

redemption! We should first notice that what we read here in chapters ten and eleven is very similar to 

the literary structure that we studied in Genesis chapters one and two… 

 There we saw chapter one giving the account of the six days of creation culminating in God’s rest. 

 And then what followed in chapter two provided more details about the sixth day where God 

planted a garden and made man and woman in His image. 

Here chapter ten has given us the seventy nations of the earth which we considered two weeks ago, with 

God’s command for them to populate the earth and take dominion! 

Now in chapter eleven we are given more details about how these nations were divided which we will 

consider this morning and next week we will look at the further details about the line of Shem… 

 The line of promise that will bring us to Abraham. 

We will take a quick look at the text before us & then consider how all of this fits into God’s glorious plan 

of salvation and the lessons we can learn for today. 

After being reminded that the sons of Noah produced all the nations of the earth, the peoples that would 

fill the earth, at the end of chapter 10: 

We read in chapter eleven: 

1 “Now the whole earth had one language and one speech.” 

 Since we begin with three sons from one family this should not be a surprise! 
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As we consider how the seventy nations went forth to fill the earth we need to understand why we have 
the diversity of languages that we have seen in history and that is what is explained here in chapter eleven. 

2 “And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar, and 

they dwelt there.” 

To understand the who and when involved here, we turn back to some of what was given to us in chapter ten… 

Genesis 10:  “8 Cush begot Nimrod; he began to be a mighty one on the earth. 9 He was a mighty hunter 

before Jehovah; therefore it is said, "Like Nimrod the mighty hunter before Jehovah."  

10 And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, Erech, Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.”   

We talked about Nimrod a bit last week and there was a question about his being a hunter. 

The implication in the text & context is that Nimrod was NOT merely a trophy hunter who went in 

search of great game for his walls back home! Nimrod is a kingdom builder who should bring to mind 

men like Cain or Lamech from before the flood. 

 Yes, the sin of Adam is still with mankind and one of the major lessons to learn here is that but for 
the grace of God the children of Adam would have once again brought judgment on the whole earth. 

Understanding Nimrod in this way it should not surprise us to see their actions at the great plain in Shinar… 

 It would be very difficult for Nimrod to control his ‘kingdom’ if the people scattered throughout 

the earth to fill it as the Lord intended! 

Thus we read at verse 3 “Then they said to one another, "Come, let us make bricks & bake them 

thoroughly." They had brick for stone, and they had asphalt for mortar. 4 And they said, "Come, let us 

build ourselves a city, and a tower whose top is in the heavens; let us make a name for ourselves, lest we 

be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth." 

 Their purpose was to avoid doing what God had commanded! 

 Just as Adam reached for knowledge before he should have, they want a Kingdom before it is time! 

As Augustine laid out so clearly in his classic book The City of God, they wanted to construct the city of 

man,   as opposed to the City of God. Nimrod and his heirs looked toward building THEIR kingdoms, 

and were not interested in working toward the Kingdom of Jesus, and in fact were willing to work in 

direct opposition to God’s plan. 

As to the when, we are given those details from the line of Shem in verse 25 of chapter ten:   

“To Eber were born two sons: the name of one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided”  

There are many in the Church today who argue that this could be a reference to the apparent continental 

shift that many believe took place at some point in the earth’s history. I think we are more faithful to the 

text and to science if we see any such major shifts taking place on the 3rd Day of Creation as God formed 

the dry land or during the world wide flood. 

So if we go with the plain reading of these texts we find ourselves about four generations from Noah with 

the population of the earth still numbering in the tens of thousands…Under the leadership, and 

deception, of Nimrod they begin to gather at the plains of Shinar instead of going forth to fill the earth as 

God had commanded and this is what draws God’s attention. 

5  “But Jehovah came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. 6 And Jehovah 

said, "Indeed the people are one and they all have one language, and this is what they begin to do; now  7 

Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not understand one another's 

speech." 8 So Jehovah scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the earth, and they ceased 

building the city.” 
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 Here is just four short verses we see the nature of our Triune God, His power & His control of 

history! 

We dealt with this type of obvious reference to the Triune Nature of God when we came to “let us make 

man in our own image” back in Genesis chapter one, so we won’t spend a great deal of time on it here 

other than to point out that God is not talking with angels or other creatures at this point, but rather 

giving us a glimpse, again, into the eternal council of the Godhead! 

This is clearly confirmed in the later reference to these events in Deuteronomy chapter 32:  Where we 

find Moses saying, 7 "Remember the days of old, Consider the years of many generations. Ask your 

father, and he will show you; Your elders, and they will tell you: 8 When the Most High divided their 

inheritance to the nations, When He separated the sons of Adam, He set the boundaries of the peoples 

According to the number of the children of Israel.”  

We see also here the power of God: You would think men would have had a little better memory of the 

great flood which certainly demonstrated God’s power over His creation, but sinful memories are very 

short and so, just as we often do, these men thought they could go about making their own plans free of 

any interference from God. 

 This time when Jehovah sees the continuing rebellion of mankind He takes steps to thwart their 

plans by confusing their languages! 

 The ensuing chaos causes them to spread out across the earth as God had purposed! 

Here we see God being faithful to His promise to never bring such destruction upon the earth again 

which He gave to Noah… 

 AND we will see Him being faithful to the promise of the Godly line given to Adam & Eve next week. 

Thus we see that God’s power is always at work in His creation moving history to where He desires it to 

go!  We see the effectiveness of God’s work in verse 9:  

“Therefore its name is called Babel, because there Jehovah confused the language of all the earth; and 

from there Jehovah scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.” 

Babel simply means confusion and the great city of Babylon will represent man’s efforts to make a name 

for himself down through history. We can only speculate about two questions often asked at this point… 

 What was that original language? 

Certainly NOT English!  It could well have been Hebrew or it could be something lost to us forever. 

 The other question is how many languages did God use to cause this confusion? 

It could have been one for each of the peoples or nations that were already present or more likely it could 

have been just three major divisions or language types to rightly divide the sons of Noah which then grew 

over time into the many languages that we see on the earth today. 

 From this point forward,  the Bible will focus on the Nation of Israel until the coming of Jesus… 

 BUT, the nations of the earth are certainly NOT forgotten. 

As we learned during our study of the seventy nations in chapter ten, the nation of Israel was to 

minister to the nations of the earth and though they failed in this priestly calling, we know that the 

Great High Priest Jesus has succeeded and is now sending us forth to disciple these very nations! 

As part of our commissioning today we will read and sing Psalm two, as we often do which calls the 
nations of the earth to obedience to King Jesus! In Psalm 110, the most quoted Psalm in the New Testament, we 

see the Father telling the Son "Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool."  
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It is difficult for us to look back into history and understand all the ways that God has scattered, used 

and protected the nations of the earth. It is even more difficult for us to look into the future and even 

imagine how the world is going to look as the Father gives the various nations to His beloved Son Jesus. 

This is why the brief portion of the Book of Beginnings before us this morning is so important for us to 

understand; showing us some of God’s control of these nations and all of history. 

There is perhaps no better place to see this majesty of God than in the prophesies of Isaiah, especially 

chapter 40 and following… I would commend them to your further study, but let me highlight just 

some of the passages regarding the nations of the earth in chapter forty… 

As always, context is important and Isaiah makes it very clear that he is speaking about the present 

Kingdom age where Jesus rules from the Father’s right hand… Isaiah 40 begins with these familiar 

words:  “1 "Comfort, yes, comfort My people!" Says your God. 2 "Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and 

cry out to her, That her warfare is ended, That her iniquity is pardoned; For she has received from 

Jehovah's hand Double for all her sins." 3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way 

of Jehovah; Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be exalted and 

every mountain and hill brought low;       The crooked places shall be made straight And the rough 

places smooth; 5 The glory of Jehovah shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together; For the 

mouth of Jehovah has spoken."  

 It is no accident that ALL four Gospel accounts cover the ministry of John the Baptist! 

 We must see ALL that follows in the writing of this great prophet as the work of Jesus from His 

baptism forward! 

The prophet shows the weakness of men and contrasts it with the majesty of God which we see in verse 

12:  “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, Measured heaven with a span And 

calculated the dust of the earth in a measure? Weighed the mountains in scales And the hills in a 

balance? 13 Who has directed the Spirit of Jehovah, Or as His counselor has taught Him? 14 With 

whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him, And taught Him in the path of justice? Who 

taught Him knowledge, And showed Him the way of understanding?” 

 This is very similar to the rebuke that God gave Job in his arrogance, but here the Prophet goes 

on to include God’s control over the nations of the earth… 

15 “Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, And are counted as the small dust on the scales; 

Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing.” 

These are powerful images…  Nimrod wanted to build a mighty Kingdom and make a name for 

himself as do so many earthly leaders, and yes we all have some of that national pride in us thinking 

about how important ‘our’ nation is! 

 God says to think of a single nation as a single drop of water in the bucket… 

 Or the dust on the scale where the importance of history is weighed by God! 

In case we did not get the point the prophet says in verse 17  “All nations before Him are as nothing, 

And they are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless.” 

The prophet goes on again to point out the majesty of God and comes back to the mighty nations of the 

earth to drive home his point in verse 22… “It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, And its 

inhabitants are like grasshoppers, Who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, And spreads them out 
like a tent to dwell in. 23 He brings the princes to nothing; He makes the judges of the earth useless. 24 Scarcely 

shall they be planted, Scarcely shall they be sown, Scarcely shall their stock take root in the earth, When He will 

also blow on them, And they will wither, And the whirlwind will take them away like stubble.” 
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 This should bring to mind the King’s dream that was interpreted by Daniel where the stone cut 

without hands crushed the mighty statue and while the remains are cast to the wind as dust, the 

stone grows into a mighty Kingdom that fills the earth! 

Continuing in Isaiah: 25 "To whom then will you liken Me, Or to whom shall I be equal?" says the 

Holy One. 26 Lift up your eyes on high, And see who has created these things, Who brings out their 

host by number; He calls them all by name, By the greatness of His might & the strength of His power; 

Not one is missing.” 

Yes, compared to God the nations of the earth are worthless! 

 But because of the love of God and His control of history they will be raised up to be the 

glorious Bride for Jesus as they are all given to Him by the Father! 

This is why the angel could proclaim at the birth of Jesus, “peace on earth good will toward men!” 

This is why Simeon could pray while holding the baby Jesus,  

“For my eyes have seen Your salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples [or 

nations]!” 

This is why John could declare that ‘for God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son!’ 

This is why Jesus commands us to disciple the nations, which is pictured so gloriously as Jesus riding 

forth on a white horse with all His Saints in Revelation chapter nineteen. 

Perhaps if we were writing the script for human history we would have brought Jesus on the scene 

right here after the flood as a sort of  greater Nimrod to establish a righteous Kingdom that would go 

forth and fill the earth… 

 But we must remember that God’s ways are not our ways… 

We see here in the account of the Tower of Babel how God clearly chose to scatter the nations in order 

to establish His Kingdom in His timing & then to bring them back in! 

We need to remember this as we make our plans and determine God’s will for our lives…   

We do not want to be those who chose to go our own way and even work in opposition to God’s 

commands, even if our plans seem to be perfectly acceptable alternatives to what we see or hear God 

clearly saying. 

We can follow God’s commands confidently because we see how God always does work all things 

together for the good of those who love him and are called according to His purposes… 

 The nations are scattered at Babel and they are gathered again in Jesus! 

We see the beginning of this clearly on the Day of Pentecost where the confusion of tongues is reversed 

by the Spirit of God so that all those who had gathered from many nations of the earth could hear the 

Good News all at the same time! 

Acts 2: “4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with other tongues, as the 

Spirit gave them utterance. 5 And there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men, from every 

nation under heaven. 6 And when this sound occurred, the multitude came together, and were 

confused, because everyone heard them speak in his own language. 7 Then they were all amazed and 

marveled, saying to one another,  "Look, are not all these who speak Galileans? 8 And how is it that we 

hear, each in our own language in which we were born?  

--we hear them speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God."  
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As we go forth to disciple the nations we should be encouraged by how God has worked in history and 

be confident of how he will work in the future! 

Perhaps Pastor Doug Wilson captured the picture of all this best when he updated his status earlier 

this week commenting on the Tower of Babel:  

"Man aspired to be as God.  

The effort was Nietzschean, audacious, bold, not to be outdone.  

 But God said He would outdo it -- and became man." 

 The man Jesus who now reigns at the Father’s right hand as the King of Kings! 
 

 

 

 

Communion Meditation: Proverbs 4:14-17 

 

“10 Hear, my son, and receive my sayings, And the years of your life will be many.  

11 I have taught you in the way of wisdom; I have led you in right paths.  

12 When you walk, your steps will not be hindered, And when you run, you will not stumble.  

13 Take firm hold of instruction, do not let go; Keep her, for she is your life.  

14 Do not enter the path of the wicked, And do not walk in the way of evil.  

15 Avoid it, do not travel on it; Turn away from it and pass on.  

16 For they do not sleep unless they have done evil; And their sleep is taken away unless they make 

someone fall.  

17 For they eat the bread of wickedness, And drink the wine of violence.” 
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