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            David and Absalom are Reunited 
 

Call to Worship:  Psalm 100                  Hymn #133-  O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing      

1st Scripture:  1 Samuel 9:1-2; 16:1-7        Hymn Insert-  Before the Throne of God Above 

2nd Scripture:  2 Samuel 14:25-33.             Hymn #704-  Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross 

 

 

Introduction: 

 After killing his brother Amnon, Absalom had fled to Geshur, remaining there for three 

years.  As David began to grow increasingly concerned for his banished son, we saw last time, 

that Joab had schemed a way of bringing Absalom back to Jerusalem.  Enlisting the help of a 

wise woman from Tekoa, Joab was able to convince David that an exception could be made, 

regarding the law of Moses, which called for premeditative murderers to be executed.  And so, 

with the king's approval, Joab fetched Absalom from Geshur, and brought him back to 

Jerusalem.  However, David was unwilling to see Absalom, face to face.   

 Two full, additional years pass, before Absalom will actually see David.  This morning, 

we move on to see how they are reunited for the first time in five years! 

 

I.  Absalom's Vanity  (vs. 25-27) 

 It is interesting that the author of 2 Samuel, here gives us this detailed description of 

Absalom's physical appearance.  And I believe that he does this, for at least two significant 

reasons: First, it gives us a sense of the vain arrogance of Absalom, whom, although he ought to 

have been humbled by his father's gracious pardon, proves to show no signs of gratefulness, or 

repentance for his actions.  This creates an uneasiness in our stomachs, leading us to anticipate 

that Absalom's lawlessness has not seen its last days.  And second, it awakens the readers (us) 

again to the utter foolishness of judging people by their outward appearance, a practice to which 

fallen human beings are utterly prone.  Notice again, the description of Absalom, given here: 

 1) No one in Israel was praised as much as Absalom was, for his good looks.  He was 

always number one in the "Israel's Hottest Hunk" countdown, periodicals.  In our day, he would 

have been on the cover of GQ magazine, and that, on several occasions!  Suffice it to say that he 

was the topic of many conversations, particularly because of how attractive he was.  He was 

probably the character source, which Disney drew from, when they developed the character 

"Gaston," for "Beauty and the Beast."   
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 2) From the sole of his foot to the crown of his head; from bumper to bumper, there was 

no blemish in him.  No scars, no disfigurements, no unattractive moles, no disproportionate 

parts...there was nothing unattractive about him, whatsoever.  He was perfect, from the 

standpoint of the eyes. 

 3) He had long, beautiful hair, which he used to cut once a year...only, because it was too 

heavy on him.  And when he cut his hair, he would weigh it!  (Who does that?)  And it weighed 

two hundred shekels according to the king's standard (3-6+ lbs, according to various 

commentators).   

 Needless to say then, Absalom was a very attractive man.  The people of Israel knew it, 

and he knew it.  But sadly, his heart was corrupt and his soul was greatly disfigured.  He knew 

not, nor acknowledged the God who had fashioned him, for His own glory!  And that is the 

critical contrast, which we are supposed to take from this text, especially as we move on, to 

consider his actions.   

 Following this, we are told in verse 27, that Absalom had three sons, and one daughter, 

which he named "Tamar," obviously, after Absalom's sister, who was violated by Amnon.  It is 

interesting that we are not told the names of Absalom's three sons.  The reason for this, seems to 

be that they had all died young.  In chapter 18:18, we are told that Absalom had set up a pillar 

(monument) for himself, because he had no son to carry on his name.  That being the case, he 

named the monument after himself, so that he would not be forgotten, as it were.   

 And so, having been given this description of Absalom's vanity, the author then moves on 

to describe Absalom's reunion with his father, King David. 

 

II.  David and Absalom are Reunited  (vs. 28-33) 

 Having lived in Jerusalem for two years, without seeing his father, Absalom 

(understandably) grows impatient and attempts to make contact with Joab, to express his 

frustration over the matter, so that Joab might speak to the king on his behalf.  Absalom attempts 

to send for Joab on two occasions, but Joab would not come to Absalom.  Obviously, he is 

avoiding Absalom, and is taken up with other matters. 

 And so, Absalom develops a plan to grab Joab's attention, so that he will come and speak 

with Absalom.  Joab's barley field is right next to Absalom's field, and so, Absalom orders his 
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servants to go and set Joab's field on fire.  Naturally, this leads Joab to come to Absalom, asking 

him why his servants set Joab's field on fire.  And now, Absalom has his audience.   

 And basically, Absalom's response goes like this: "Look, I have sent for you on two 

occasions, so that you would speak to the king, on my behalf, and you did not come.  I want you 

to go to the king and say to him, 'Why have I come here, from Geshur?  It would have been 

better for me to have remained there, than to live like this.  Let me see the king's face.  

Otherwise, if I am still guilty of a crime, then let him execute me already.'" 

 Joab then carries this message to the king, and the king finally calls for Absalom.  When 

Absalom comes before the king, he bows down before him, and the king kisses him.  And the 

implication is that David has forgiven his son, and he is ready to move on now.  David and 

Absalom are reunited. 

 

III.  Closing Thoughts and Applications     

 Having considered a brief overview of our text for this morning, let us then close, by 

considering a few concluding thoughts and applications: 

 1) Brethren, let us be alert to the repeated emphasis that our God places, on not being 

swept away by outward appearances.  We ought not to be surprised at how the great majority of 

fallen mankind is governed by their physical senses alone, having very little discernment about 

considering the inner qualities of people.  We are naturally mesmerized by "good looks," 

luxurious appearances, nice and expensive cars, how well and elaborate, people speak...etc.  But 

none of that impresses our God, brethren.  We need to be a discerning people, searching out the 

inner virtues and qualities, which please God, when we seek to label an individual. 

 Beyond the oratory skills of the preacher, does he truly have a heart for God's people.  

Beyond the outward appearance, and again, the oratory skills of the candidate running for office, 

what does his/her voting record look like?  How do they measure up to God's standard of 

righteousness?  Beyond the clothing, the nice looks and the mere outward profession, what types 

of godly virtues are possessed by this one, whom you are considering pursuing as a lifelong 

companion?  Beyond the outward show, what types of individuals, will you surround yourself 

with, as close friends? 

 Brethren, see the caution here again.  God is not concerned with the very tall, broad 

shouldered Saul's, and the perfect bodied, handsome Absaloms, is he?  He is not concerned with 
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the glamour girls, with all of their decorative ornamentation, how well they look in two piece 

bathing suits, and the style of their clothing.  He is not impressed by muscle men with skimpy 

thongs, dark tans, sweet smelling cologne and convertible cars.  God is concerned with the inner 

man, which exercises Christ-like virtues from a sincere heart.  God is after the gentle and quiet 

spirit in a woman, whose adornment is of the inner person; one who respects and supports her 

husband, and not the "life of the party" or the career driven feminist.  

 Remember those critical and precious words, from 1 Samuel 16:7, which God spoke to 

Samuel, who himself, though a prophet of God, was impressed by the physical appearance of 

Eliab, Jesse's oldest son, thinking, surely he would be the anointed of the Lord.  "But the Lord 

said to Samuel, 'Do not look at his appearance or at his physical stature, because I have rejected 

him.  For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the 

Lord looks at the heart."   

 Here again, in our main text, Israel will be duped by outward appearances.  Rather than 

recognize the wicked schemes of Absalom, who will betray his own father for the crown, they 

will give their hearts to him, because after all, he is handsome and a gifted orator! 

 Even our Lord Jesus, much to the chagrin of Roman Catholics, and virtually every movie 

producer, who foolishly seeks to produce movies portraying Jesus...even our Lord Jesus, Isaiah 

tells us, did not stand out, as to His physical appearance.  There was nothing glamorous or overly 

handsome about his appearance, which would have drew people to Himself.  Rather, the Word 

that He preached with such authority; the way in which He ministered to and loved tax collectors 

and sinners; within the inner man of our Lord, was where the true beauty rested!  

 And so, brethren, let us seek to see as God sees, as much as is within us, and let us 

concentrate the bulk of our own "personal grooming" efforts, on grooming the inner man, in 

accordance with the very virtues that would shine forth the light of Christ through us!  Come ye 

apart from the world, which only recognizes the "outward," because it is dead inwardly, and 

pursue inward beauty with Christ!  [Note: It is not in looking upon the Taylor Swifts or the Hugh 

Jackmans or the Angelina Jolies or the Jude Laws that we are made beautiful.  It is by looking 

upon the crucified and marred and bloodied Christ; it is when we view His love for us, in His 

death for us, that we are made beautiful!] 

 2) Lastly, friends, let me say a few words to those of you, who are outside of the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  Please, if you are not a Christian this morning; if you have not repented of your 
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sins and embraced Christ alone by faith; if you are not resting in, trusting in, following and 

striving to obey Christ, then hear me out: 

 See, that outward beauty and physical appearances are all fading.  This body is dying!  

Do you see that?  Every bruise and cut you receive, though you are healed, reminds you of your 

frailty, does it not?  Go back and look at the Hollywood beauties of the past, and consider how 

they look (those who are alive) today!  See the wrinkles, the lost figure, the relaxed muscles, the 

dim eyes.  See how many have gotten all kinds of plastic surgeries, Botox treatments, 

facelifts...etc, trying to escape the dreaded curse of "aging," to the point that they look fake; like 

plastic people, whose expressions no longer carry their skin, because they have been cut up and 

put back together artificially.  But they can't escape it, can they?  The grave is quickly moving 

toward them! 

 Friends, don't fall further into the world's professed values and ideals, clinging to dead 

wood and rotting carcasses.  There is a new, glorified body, which awaits the people of God, in 

glory, when the Lord Jesus Christ returns.  Concern yourself, first and foremost, for the 

wellbeing of your never dying soul!  Be renewed on the inside, in accordance with the will and 

desire of your God, who cares not about outward show and appearances.  So many beautiful and 

handsome people are rotten and corroded in the soul, and they don't even see it.  What good is 

Absalom's perfect body and his long, sparkling hair, when he is later hanging from a tree, by his 

hair, cursed of God, with three spears sticking out of his chest?  What did all of his glamour 

mean then?  And where did it go from there?  With his life lost, his corpse grew cold and pale, 

and that beautiful figure, rotted down to a skeleton in the grave...no different than any other dead 

commoner, at that point. 

 Friends, you must see that what the leper is outwardly, is what you are inwardly in Adam.  

And only God can change your heart.  Only God can revive and grant life and beauty to the 

inward man, which has been utterly corrupted by the fall.  Repent of your sins this day, and call 

upon the Name of the Lord Jesus Christ, who was marred beyond recognition on behalf of 

sinners, so that we could be made beautiful and glorious in the sight of God!  Believe on the 

Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved, and changed, and reconciled to your God, who 

presently sees you as ungodly, defiled and repulsive! 

 

AMEN! 
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Benediction:  Jude 1:24-25     


