
JUDGES 1:1-2:5
THE CANAANIZATION OF ISRAEL
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• Judges 1:1-1 After the death of Joshua…

• Begins in the same way as Joshua:
Joshua 1:1-2 After the death of Moses the servant of 
the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses' assistant,  2  "Moses my servant is dead. Now 
therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and all this 
people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the 
people of Israel.

• But unlike Joshua, no plan of succession

• Two parts of the story:
• Joshua – Part 1 – taking of the Land

• Judges – Part 2 – drive out people/possess the Land

• God promised it would be a slow process:
• Exodus 23:29-30 I will not drive them out from 
before you in one year, lest the land become 
desolate and the wild beasts multiply against you.  
30  Little by little I will drive them out from 
before you, until you have increased and possess the 
land.
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GREAT BEGINNINGS



• Judges 1:1-2 After the death of Joshua, the 
people of Israel inquired of the LORD, "Who shall 
go up first for us against the Canaanites, to 
fight against them?"  2  The LORD said, "Judah 
shall go up; behold, I have given the land into 
his hand.“

• Canaanites – can refer to the whole of the people 
who inhabited that area, or a specific tribe

• Would have inquired through the high priest like 
Joshua (Numbers 27:21)
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GREAT BEGINNINGS



• Judges 1:3-4  And Judah said to Simeon his 
brother, "Come up with me into the territory 
allotted to me, that we may fight against the 
Canaanites. And I likewise will go with you into 
the territory allotted to you." So Simeon went 
with him.  4  Then Judah went up and the LORD gave 
the Canaanites and the Perizzites into their hand, 
and they defeated 10,000 of them at Bezek.

• Tribal unity – testimony of Joshua’s leadership
• Judah and Simeon – both sons of Leah (2nd and 4th)
• Simeon’s inheritance was made up of cities within the 

inheritance of Judah (fulfillment of Genesis 49:7)
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GREAT BEGINNINGS



• Judges 1:5-7  They found Adoni-bezek at Bezek and 
fought against him and defeated the Canaanites and 
the Perizzites.  6  Adoni-bezek fled, but they 
pursued him and caught him and cut off his thumbs 
and his big toes.  7  And Adoni-bezek said, 
"Seventy kings with their thumbs and their big 
toes cut off used to pick up scraps under my 
table. As I have done, so God has repaid me." And 
they brought him to Jerusalem, and he died there.

• Adoni-bezek – a title
• Hints at the problems to come
• Why?
• Eye for an eye, tooth for a tooth (Lex Talionis)?
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JUDAH AND ADONI-BEZEK



• Judges 1:22-26  The house of Joseph also went up 
against Bethel, and the LORD was with them.  23  
And the house of Joseph scouted out Bethel. (Now 
the name of the city was formerly Luz.)  24  And 
the spies saw a man coming out of the city, and 
they said to him, "Please show us the way into the 
city, and we will deal kindly with you."  25  And 
he showed them the way into the city. And they 
struck the city with the edge of the sword, but 
they let the man and all his family go.  26  And 
the man went to the land of the Hittites and built 
a city and called its name Luz. That is its name 
to this day.

• Similar to Jericho:

• Spies

• Spies make contact with ordinary citizen

• Help requested

• Reward offered

• City is conquered as a result
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JOSEPH AND LUZ



• Major difference – Rahab becomes a follower of 
Yahweh

• Kindly – hesed – lovingkindness, mercy, goodness-
associated with God’s covenant keeping.  

• Ephesians 4:32 Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you.

• Proverbs 21:21  Whoever pursues righteousness and 
kindness will find life, righteousness, and honor.

• Do these verses speak indirectly or directly to this 
situation?
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JOSEPH AND LUZ



• Deuteronomy 7:1-5 "When the LORD your God brings you 
into the land that you are entering to take 
possession of it, and clears away many nations before 
you, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Amorites, the 
Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites, seven nations more numerous and mightier 
than yourselves,  2  and when the LORD your God gives 
them over to you, and you defeat them, then you must 
devote them to complete destruction (herem). You 
shall make no covenant with them and show no mercy to 
them.  3  You shall not intermarry with them, giving 
your daughters to their sons or taking their 
daughters for your sons,  4  for they would turn away 
your sons from following me, to serve other gods. 
Then the anger of the LORD would be kindled against 
you, and he would destroy you quickly.  5  But thus 
shall you deal with them: you shall break down their 
altars and dash in pieces their pillars and chop down 
their Asherim and burn their carved images with fire. 
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SHOW NO MERCY



• The Israelites were to:
• Defeat the nations in the land and devote them (men, 
women and children) to complete destruction (herem)

• Make no covenant with them and show no mercy to them

• Not intermarry with them

• Breakdown all the places of false worship

• Why would a loving God want to destroy these 
“good” people?

• The Canaanites were not “good” people.  They were 
engaged in some of the most heinous sins imaginable 
(Deut 18:9-14).

• Keep in mind our own depravity and the grace of 
God:

• Romans 3:10-12 as it is written: "None is 
righteous, no, not one;  11  no one understands; 
no one seeks for God.  12  All have turned aside; 
together they have become worthless; no one does 
good, not even one."
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SHOW NO MERCY



• Why would a loving God want to destroy these 
“good” people?

• Presupposes a low view of God’s holiness, 
righteousness and justice

• Deuteronomy 4:24 For the LORD your God is a 
consuming fire, a jealous God.

• Hebrews 12:28-29 Therefore let us be grateful for 
receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, and thus 
let us offer to God acceptable worship, with 
reverence and awe,  29  for our God is a consuming 
fire.

• Perspective on “total destruction”
• Flood

• Eternal punishment of the wicked

• How did Christ view the “Old Testament”?
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SHOW NO MERCY



• Judges 1:11-15  From there they went against the 
inhabitants of Debir. The name of Debir was 
formerly Kiriath-sepher.  12  And Caleb said, "He 
who attacks Kiriath-sepher and captures it, I will 
give him Achsah my daughter for a wife."  13  And 
Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother, 
captured it. And he gave him Achsah his daughter 
for a wife.  14  When she came to him, she urged 
him to ask her father for a field. And she 
dismounted from her donkey, and Caleb said to her, 
"What do you want?"  15  She said to him, "Give me 
a blessing. Since you have set me in the land of 
the Negeb, give me also springs of water." And 
Caleb gave her the upper springs and the lower 
springs.

• Prescriptive vs. descriptive

• “What do you want?” or “What can I do for you?” 
(NIV)
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FAITHFULNESS – FROM A SURPRISING SOURCE



• Caleb and Othniel are not ethnic Israelites
• Caleb is the son of Jephunneh, who was a Kenizzite 
(Numbers 32:12, Joshua 14:6).

• Othniel was Caleb’s brother’s son, who was also a 
Kenizzite.

• The Kenizzites were among the original inhabitants 
of the land promised to Abraham (Genesis 15:19).

• Gentile Inclusion
• Rahab, Ruth, and the people of Ninevah

• Foretold by Isaiah:
• Isaiah 27:6 In days to come Jacob shall take root, Israel 
shall blossom and put forth shoots and fill the whole world 
with fruit.

• Isaiah 49:5-6 And now the LORD says, he who formed me from 
the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him; and 
that Israel might be gathered to him-- for I am honored in 
the eyes of the LORD, and my God has become my strength--
6  he says: "It is too light a thing that you should be my 
servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to bring back 
the preserved of Israel; I will make you as a light for the 
nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the 
earth."
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FAITHFULNESS – FROM A SURPRISING SOURCE



• Judges 1:19-21  And the LORD was with Judah, and 
he took possession of the hill country, but he 
could not drive out the inhabitants of the plain 
because they had chariots of iron.  20  And Hebron 
was given to Caleb, as Moses had said. And he 
drove out from it the three sons of Anak.  21  But 
the people of Benjamin did not drive out the 
Jebusites who lived in Jerusalem, so the Jebusites 
have lived with the people of Benjamin in 
Jerusalem to this day.

• Trusting in themselves rather than Yahweh.

• What about us?
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NOT TRUSTING GOD’S PROMISES



• v27 did not drive out

• v29 did not drive out, Canaanites lived among them

• v30 did not drive out, Canaanites lived among 
them, enslaved Canaanites

• v31 (shift) did not drive out, lived among the 
Canaanites

• v32 did not drive out

• v33 did not drive out, lived among the Canaanites, 
but subjected them to forced labor 

• v34 (reversal) Dan forced out of their portion of 
the land

• v35 Taking advantage rather than working together

• The “Caanaanization” of Israel

• Happening all around us today in the church
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THE CANAANIZATION OF ISRAEL



• Judges 2:1-5  Now the angel of the LORD went up from 
Gilgal to Bochim. And he said, "I brought you up from 
Egypt and brought you into the land that I swore to give 
to your fathers. I said, 'I will never break my covenant 
with you,  2  and you shall make no covenant with the 
inhabitants of this land; you shall break down their 
altars.' But you have not obeyed my voice. What is this 
you have done?  3  So now I say, I will not drive them 
out before you, but they shall become thorns in your 
sides, and their gods shall be a snare to you."  4  As 
soon as the angel of the LORD spoke these words to all 
the people of Israel, the people lifted up their voices 
and wept.  5  And they called the name of that place 
Bochim. And they sacrificed there to the LORD.

• Begins the shift from the perspective of Israel to the 
perspective of Yahweh

• Angel of Yahweh

• Exodus 23:32-33  You shall make no covenant with them and 
their gods.  33  They shall not dwell in your land, lest 
they make you sin against me; for if you serve their gods, 
it will surely be a snare to you."
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THEIR ONLY HOPE AND OUR ONLY HOPE



• Genesis 22:17-18 I will surely bless you, and I will 
surely multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven 
and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 
offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies,  18  
and in your offspring shall all the nations of the earth 
be blessed, because you have obeyed my voice."

• Romans 4:13 For the promise to Abraham and his 
offspring that he would be heir of the world did not 
come through the law but through the righteousness of 
faith.

• Who are the offspring of Abraham?

• Galatians 3:29 And if you are Christ's, then you are 
Abraham's offspring, heirs according to promise.

• Our mission:

• Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came and said to them, "All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  19  
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit,  20  teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end 
of the age."
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OUR INHERITANCE, MISSION AND PROMISED SUCCESS



• Our promised success

• Matthew 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of 
hell shall not prevail against it.

• Revelation 7:9-10 After this I looked, and behold, 
a great multitude that no one could number, from 
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and 
languages, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands,  10  and crying out with a loud voice, 
"Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb!"
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OUR INHERITANCE, MISSION AND PROMISED SUCCESS


