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JESUS SPEAKS OF HIS DEATH 
 
Mark 9:30-39 

30 Then they departed from there and passed through Galilee, and He did not 
want anyone to know it. 31 For He taught His disciples and said to them, “The 
Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him. 
And after He is killed, He will rise the third day.” 32 But they did not 
understand this saying, and were afraid to ask Him 33 Then He came to 
Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked them, “What was it you 
disputed among yourselves on the road?” 34 But they kept silent, for on the 
road they had disputed among themselves who would be the greatest. 35 And 
He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them,  “If anyone desires to be 
first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.” 36 Then He took a little child 
and set him in the midst of them. And when He had taken him in His arms, He 
said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one of these little children in My name 
receives Me; and whoever receives Me, receives not Me but Him who sent 
Me.”38 Now John answered Him, saying, “Teacher, we saw someone who 
does not follow us casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him 
because he does not follow us.” 39 But Jesus said, “Do not forbid him, for no 
one who works a miracle in My name can soon afterward speak evil of Me. 
40 For he who is not against us is on our side. 41 For whoever gives you a cup 
of water to drink in My name, because you belong to Christ, assuredly, I say 
to you, he will by no means lose his reward (NKJV). 
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JESUS LEAVES BASE OF THE MOUNT OF TRANSFIGURATION 
 
Mark 9:30-39 
 

30 Then they departed from there and passed through Galilee, and He did not 
want anyone to know it (NKJV). 

 
Jesus again is leaving a crowd and desiring that they not follow Him. He was probably at 
the base of Mount Hermon, where He was transfigured, which is located twelve miles 
northeast of Caesarea Philippi. He was travelling toward Capernaum (Mark 9:33). He had 
now ended His final ministry in the Galilean region and would begin His final journey to 
Jerusalem for His crucifixion. Now was the time to engage His apostles in some intensive 
training to prepare them for what was going to happen to Him and their mission after His 
resurrection. With the magnitude of their preparation and His orchestration of the events 
of the final days of His life on earth as the God Man He wanted as little publicity as 
possible. He had to take measures to avoid the crowds given His extreme popularity in 
Israel.  
 

                             
     From Daily Bible Study www.keyway.ca 

 
JESUS TELLS THE APOSTLES DIRECTLY HE WILL DIE SOON 
 
Mark 9:31 
 

31 For He taught His disciples and said to them, “The Son of Man is being 
betrayed into the hands of men, and they will kill Him. And after He is killed, 
He will rise the third day”(NKJV). 

 
Jesus had already told them that He would die (Mark 8:31) soon which caused Peter to 
privately rebuke Jesus for His remarks. Jesus then rebuked Peter for not realizing what he 
was saying or more importantly the origin of his thoughts. Satan has exerted many efforts 
throughout the long chronology of world events to prevent the Redeemer from arriving. In 
the rebuke to Peter He said, “Get behind Me, Satan! For you are not mindful of the things 
of God, but the things of men.” Peter did not understand then that Satan was trying to 
prevent Jesus from going to the cross just as he tried many times before to prevent Him 
from coming to this earth. Now the time was nearing for the Son of Man to fulfill His 
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supreme mission of suffering, dying and being resurrected. This was for the dual purposes 
of cleansing the heavenly tabernacle, which Satan polluted at the time of his fall, and 
providing for the redemption of fallen mankind, which Satan also caused. It was to Satan’s 
benefit to stop Jesus from arriving and now since he failed at that he wanted to prevent 
Him from going to the cross. Satan tried to stop Jesus in the wilderness after forty days of 
fasting by unsuccessfully tempting Him in an effort to engender worship of himself by 
Jesus. Satan knew that the sacrifice of the Messiah was a death knell to him. Now Jesus 
again tells His apostles that He will be betrayed to men and they will kill Him. But after 
three days He will rise from the dead. This the reason for which He came, nothing would 
stop the God of all creation from fulfilling His mission and He was now preparing these 
twelve men for what would happen.  
 
THE APOSTLES STILL DO NOT UNDERSTAND 
 
Mark 9:32 
 

32 But they did not understand this saying, and were afraid to ask Him (NKJV). 
 
They knew the Kingdom was coming. The prophets had described it and Jesus had 
announced it (Mark 1:14-15), but they expected a political Kingdom to restore Israel to its 
glory. They did not understand that since the rulers of Israel would reject it and kill Him 
He would first establish the Spiritual predecessor of the future earthly Messianic 
Kingdom. Since the death of Jesus would mean in all probability the end of a possible 
earthly political Kingdom they remained quiet and afraid to ask Him what He meant. 
Their minds exhibited a sense of dullness to the mission of the God of the universe and 
what He was preparing to accomplish. He was about to perform the greatest event in all of 
human history and they did not seem to be able to comprehend the magnitude of His death 
and resurrection. They were more concerned with worldly events than with God’s 
magnificent mission of salvation of mankind and heavenly cleansing (Hebrews 9:23). 
 
REASONS FOR THE APOSTLES SILENCE 
 
Mark 9:33-34 
 

33 Then He came to Capernaum. And when He was in the house He asked 
them, “What was it you disputed among yourselves on the road?” 34 But they 
kept silent, for on the road they had disputed among themselves who would be 
the greatest (NKJV). 

 
As Capernaum was the headquarters of His Galilean campaign they went to Peter’s house. 
After they were all in the house He straightly questioned them regarding their disputing 
amongst themselves on the road there. He just asked them, “What was it you disputed 
among yourselves on the road?” These were very petty arguments they were having and 
were obviously revealing why they didn’t get the reason had come to earth. They saw the 
miracles and the blessing that came from being with Jesus they acted in a worldly manner 
about their person ranking of greatness in the world. Their silence after He reminded them 
of His mission caused them to remain silent in shame. Jesus knew what they were arguing 
about and why they did not internalize His messages to them regarding His death and 
resurrection. They were preoccupied with the status they might achieve by being 
associated with Him than the mission He would fulfill. In fact they could not comprehend 
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what it would mean to them after He left and how difficult it would be to suffer 
persecution and death themselves for being His emissaries and starting the Church. At this 
point in time they were concerned with some ill-conceived perception of world fame and 
status. They were ignoring Him and what lay ahead for all of them. They were acting as 
spoiled children. 
 
GREATNESS COMES FROM SERVICE 
 
Mark 9:30-39 
 

35 And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them,  “If anyone desires to 
be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all (NKJV).” 

 
Jesus begins to discuss genuine status in His Kingdom. He is now engaging the apostles in 
direct formal instruction with one of the world’s best lessons. Servant hood is equal to 
greatness in God’s economy. This is a spiritual principle that is provided in other areas of 
the New Testament (Mark 10:43-44; Matthew 23:11-12; Luke 14:11; 18:14; Matthew 
20:16; Luke 13:30; John 13:12-17). The Gospel of John’s story of the last supper provides 
the best lesson on this subject. It clearly demonstrates why the apostles were 
uncomfortable with Jesus telling them to be servants. It is extremely difficult in this fallen 
world to serve fellow believers in the manner, which Jesus demonstrated to them. 
 
John 13:3-20 
 

3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 
he was come from God, and went to God; 4 he riseth from supper, and laid 
aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 5 After that, he 
poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe 
them with the towel wherewith he was girded. 6 Then cometh he to Simon 
Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus 
answered and said unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt 
know hereafter. 8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus 
answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me. 9 Simon Peter 
saith unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 
10 Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet, but 
is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all. 11 For he knew who should 
betray him; therefore said he, Ye are not all clean.  12 So after he had washed 
their feet, and had taken his garments, and was set down again, he said unto 
them, Know ye what I have done to you? 13 Ye call me Master and Lord: and 
ye say well; for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet; ye also ought to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given you an 
example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 16 Verily, verily, I say unto 
you, The servant is not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater 
than he that sent him. 17 If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them. 
18 I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture 
may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lift up his heel against me. 
19 Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe 
that I am he. 20 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever I 
send receiveth me; and he that receiveth me receiveth him that sent me (KJV). 
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This act of service, which Jesus showed them, was intended to erode their personal pride 
and status. This is such a prevalent attitude on this earth that Jesus brought it out in them 
so they could see what their attitude was and prepare them to the difficult evangelization 
of the world with which they would soon be engaged. Instead they were engaged in self-
centered ambition, status, and vanity.  For God says “Pride goeth before destruction, And 
a haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). When one is engaged with the attitude of 
“It‘s not what you know, it’s who you know,” they are a long way off from living for 
Christ until He comes.  
 
JESUS EXAMPLE OF A SERVANT LIKE ATTITUDE 
 
Mark 9:36-37 
 

36 Then He took a little child and set him in the midst of them. And when He 
had taken him in His arms, He said to them, 37 “Whoever receives one of these 
little children in My name receives Me; and whoever receives Me, receives not 
Me but Him who sent Me (NKJV). 

 
It seems that since the apostles were acting like spoiled children Jesus would give them a 
lesson using pure innocent children’s attitude as an illustration. Jesus placed a child in the 
midst of them. And when He had taken him in His arms (Greek enagkalisamenos) means 
“to hold in the crook of the arm.” It is a picture of reliance, affection, repose. In ancient 
Israel children had a very low status. They were considered among the lowest element in 
society. Children, even today, have no power. Instead they are needy and completely 
dependent upon the adults. The apostles had been talking about which one was the greatest. 
Now Jesus shows them the proper treatment of one of the lowest status groups in Israel. 
The lesson that Jesus conveys here is to render oneself a servant is to accept Jesus. In 
doing so one is receiving the God of the universe who sent Himself in the body of a man 
to accomplish the ultimate service to mankind, the salvation of all who will accept the gift. 
In rendering their service like attitude they will become more childlike and closer to the 
proper attitude for service in Christ’s Church and the future Messianic Kingdom. 
 
THE UNCOMFORT OF JESUS’S TEACHING 
 
Mark 9:38 
 

38 Now John answered Him, saying, “Teacher, we saw someone who does not 
follow us casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he 
does not follow us” (NKJV). 

 
The sting of Jesus word exposed the nature of the apostle’s thoughts and how difficult it is 
to change from a self-centered status conscious adult to a child like servant’s attitude. John 
abruptly changed the subject and brought out a parallel issue regarding another person 
who was doing positive spiritual work in Jesus name that was unknown to the apostles. 
This person was in service to the people using Jesus name effectively to cast out demons. 
He had obviously received Jesus and was working to effect spiritual cures. John either still 
did not fully get what Jesus was saying about servant hood as he told the story of stopping 
this person from doing spiritual work in Jesus name or was confessing to this after he had 
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taken Jesus’ lesson to heart. This was all because this person was not in their social group. 
It indicates that they did have a status conscious attitude. 
 
JESUS RESPONDS 
 
Mark 9:39-41 

39 But Jesus said, “Do not forbid him, for no one who works a miracle in My 
name can soon afterward speak evil of Me. 40 For he who is not against us is 
on our side. 41 For whoever gives you a cup of water to drink in My name, 
because you belong to Christ, assuredly, I say to you, he will by no means lose 
his reward (NKJV). 

 
Jesus words are extremely clear. If some one is doing some mighty work in Jesus name 
and it is legitimate it should not be castigated and stopped. That person is with us not 
against us. Many church fellowships argue over whom should do what job within the 
church and become angry when some one else is doing their so-called “work.” Jesus 
shows His attitude toward other genuine believers. They are to be accepted and not to be 
relegated to a lower status because they are not known or perhaps even became believers 
later then those criticizing them. The lesson for the church today is that tolerance, 
acceptance, and recognition should be extended to other persons who are genuinely in the 
Body of Christ. Unfortunately, few individual Christians and Christian groups throughout 
the history of the church have followed this teaching of Jesus. Exclusiveness rather than 
inclusiveness has been the rule.  
 
Finally Jesus moves the entire lesson to a very personable level of hospitality in Jesus’ 
name. Water in a desert like climate is very precious and has great value. By offering this 
to another in Jesus name is equated to serving the Messiah. Good treatment to God’s 
Children in His Church is important to Him (Mark 9:37). Even though the apostles had a 
very special position to establish the Church in the world with the foundation of Christ, 
they had to remain humble. In this manner the love of Jesus through service will come 
through to those in the Church that we do not know and provide a reward at the Bema Seat 
Judgment for the believer bringing help to others working in Jesus name. 
 
First Corinthians chapter three has a very vivid picture of the Judgment Seat of Christ. 
This occurs to the invisible Church. The unbelievers will receive their punishment in 
varying degrees according to their works at the Great White Throne Judgment. That one 
will occur after the 1,000-year reign and just before the Eternal Order is established. The 
Judgment Seat of The Messiah, a judgment of the believer’s works, not his or her sins.  
 
I Corinthians 3:10-15  

  
According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But 
let every man take heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can 
no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man build upon 
this foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble; Every man's 
work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be 
revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If 
any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a 
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reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself 
shall be saved; yet so as by fire (KJV). 

 
 
In verses 10-11, Paul again points out that the basis of the judgment is the works of the 
believer. This is portrayed as building on a foundation that has already been laid; the 
judgment is based on how one has built on this foundation (Jesus the Christ). Furthermore, 
in verse 12, this judgment of works will not be based upon quantity, but upon quality. It 
will not be a question as to how much gold, silver, costly stones or wood, hay, stubble; but 
was it gold, silver, or precious stones, or was it wood, hay or stubble? 
  
It is a matter of quality and not of quantity. The concern of this judgment is whether or not 
the believer followed what God’s will was for him. If a believer is doing the will of the 
Lord, obeys His commandments, and fulfills the ministry for which he received his 
spiritual gifts, then he is building on the foundation with gold, silver, and precious stones. 
But if not then he is building with wood, hay and stubble.  While the believer’s sins 
themselves are not brought out in this judgment, they do play an indicting role in the 
judgment. During the period of time the believer is living in uncofessed sin he is building 
with wood, hay and stubble, and not with gold, silver and precious stones. Thus there are 
severe consequences for the believer to living in sin. They will affect his or her position of 
authority during the 1,000 Kingdom where Christ runs the government (upon His 
shoulders) from David’s Throne in Jerusalem. 
 
In verse 13, the means of testing is said to be fire. When fire is applied to wood, hay or 
stubble, they are burned up and only ashes remain. But if fire is applied to gold, silver or 
precious stones they become refined and more pure. So some believers will find all their 
works burned up, and others will merely see them refined.  Finally, in verses 14-15, the 
results of the judgment are given. In verse 14, those who built with gold, silver and 
precious stones will find their works still remaining, but purified after the fire has been 
applied. Thus, these will receive a reward. In verse 15, Paul states the result of those who 
have built with wood, hay and stubble. They will all be burned up. Hence, he or she will 
suffer loss. But, the loss is merely one of rewards and authority, nothing more. He or she 
will not be punished for his sins any more than a runner in a race is punished for not 
coming in first. But does lose out on this reward. Lest anyone concludes that he or she 
loses their salvation the text states in no uncertain terms, but he himself shall be saved. 
His works do not determine his salvation. His salvation is assured for he trusted in the 
Messiah, and salvation is by grace through faith apart from works (Ephesians 2:8-9). But 
he will spend the entire Kingdom period with nothing to show for his spiritual life. 
 
THE REWARDS: (CROWNS) 
 
I Corinthians 3:10-15 says nothing about the nature of the reward, but other passages do. 
They speak of these rewards as being crowns. The Greek language has two words that are 
translated as crowns. One is a Diadem, which is attributed to royalty, and the other is a 
stephanos, which is given for example to a victor in a race. Jesus wears the Diadem.  The 
stephanos are the kinds of crowns that we will be given for the quality of exercising our 
spiritual gifts here on earth as a member of the local body of believers. We will have 
overcome the spiritual warfare and are now crowned at the Judgment Seat of The Messiah. 
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There five such crowns mentioned in Scripture.  
 
The first crown is  called the incorruptible crown in. 
 
I Corinthians 9:24-25  

 
Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth the prize? 
So run, that ye may obtain. And every man that striveth for the mastery is 
temperate in all things. Now they [do it] to obtain a corruptible crown; but we 
an incorruptible. 

 
This is a crown given to those who exercise self-control and gain the mastery and victory 
in the spiritual life. It is for those who gained the victory over the old man, the old sin 
nature. It is for those who have learned to live a Spirit-controlled life. 
 
The second crown is called the crown of rejoicing: 
 
I Thessalonians 2:19 
 

For what [is] our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? [Are] not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? 

 
This is the crown give to those who win souls for Jesus the Lord. It is a crown available to 
all those who do the work of evangelism, and through the fruits of their labors are seen in 
people coming to the Lord through them. 
 
The third crown is called The Crown of Righteousness 
 
2 Timothy 4:7-8 
 

I have fought a good fight, I have finished [my] course, I have kept the faith: 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing. 

 
This is a crown for those who have kept the faith both doctrinally and morally in spite of 
adverse circumstances. It is a crown given to those who love His appearing, those who 
look longingly for the return of the Messiah. Looking for His return is the result of sound 
doctrine and keeping the faith. A life lived in conformity with the New Testament will 
include the expectation of the soon return of the Lord. For such, there is a crown of 
righteousness. 
 
The Fourth crown is Called the Crown of Life 
 
It is mentioned in two passages: 
 
James 1:12 
 

Blessed [is] the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall 
receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised to them that love him 
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Here it is give for those who endure trials 
 
Revelation 2:10 it is given for those who suffer martyrdom for their faith: 
 
Revelation 2:10 
 

Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast 
[some] of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation 
ten days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. 

 
The Fifth Crown is The Crown of Glory 
 
1Peter 5:2-4  
  

Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight [thereof], not 
by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; 
Neither as being lords over [God's] heritage, but being ensamples to the flock. 
And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory 
that fadeth not away. 

 
This is a crown for faithfully feeding the flock of God. It is available to those teachers 
who feed the sheep with the milk and meat of the Word of God. There may be other 
crowns available but these are the only ones mentioned in Scripture. At least these five are 
available to those who works remain, which were built of gold, silver and precious stones. 
These rewards of crowns are for the purpose of determining degrees of authority in the 
Messianic Kingdom and not the Eternal Order. In eternity, all believers will be equal, but 
not so in the Kingdom where believers may have different positions of authority.  
 
In the form of a parable Christ explained this truth. It found in the nineteenth chapter of 
Luke. 
 
Luke 19:11-27  

 
And as they heard these things, he added and spake a parable, because he was 
nigh to Jerusalem, and because they thought that the kingdom of God should 
immediately appear.  He said therefore, A certain nobleman went into a far 
country to receive for himself a kingdom, and to return.  And he called his ten 
servants, and delivered them ten pounds, and said unto them, Occupy till I 
come. But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after him, saying, We 
will not have this man to reign over us. And it came to pass, that when he was 
returned, having received the kingdom, then he commanded these servants to 
be called unto him, to whom he had given the money, that he might know how 
much every man had gained by trading. Then came the first, saying, Lord, thy 
pound hath gained ten pounds. And he said unto him, Well, thou good servant: 
because thou hast been faithful in a very little, have thou authority over ten 
cities.  And the second came, saying, Lord, thy pound hath gained five pounds.  
And he said likewise to him, Be thou also over five cities. And another came, 
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saying, Lord, behold, here is thy pound, which I have kept laid up in a napkin:  
For I feared thee, because thou art an austere man: thou takest up that thou 
layedst not down, and reapest that thou didst not sow. And he saith unto him, 
Out of thine own mouth will I judge thee, thou wicked servant. Thou knewest 
that I was an austere man, taking up that I laid not down, and reaping that I 
did not sow:  Wherefore then gavest not thou my money into the bank, that at 
my coming I might have required mine own with usury?  And he said unto 
them that stood by, Take from him the pound, and give it to him that hath ten 
pounds.  (And they said unto him, Lord, he hath ten pounds.)  For I say unto 
you, That unto every one which hath shall be given; and from him that hath 
not, even that he hath shall be taken away from him.  But those mine enemies, 
which would not that I should reign over them, bring hither, and slay them 
before me.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NEXT WEEK: MARK: JESUS WARNS ABOUT HELL 
Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
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