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THE STUBBORN DEMON 
 
Mark 9:14-29 
 

14 And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, 
and the scribes questioning with them. 15 And straightway all the people, when 
they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him. 16 And 
he asked the scribes, What question ye with them? 17 And one of the multitude 
answered and said, Master, I have brought unto thee my son, which hath a 
dumb spirit: 18 and wheresoever he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, 
and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that 
they should cast him out; and they could not. 19 He answereth him, and saith, 
O faithless generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer 
you? bring him unto me. 20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw 
him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed 
foaming. 21 And he asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto 
him? And he said, Of a child. 22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and 
into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have 
compassion on us, and help us. 23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, 
all things are possible to him that believeth. 24 And straightway the father of 
the child cried out, and said with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine 
unbelief. 25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he 
rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge 
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thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him. 26 And the spirit cried, and 
rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that 
many said, He is dead. 27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; 
and he arose. 28 And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him 
privately, Why could not we cast him out? 29 And he said unto them, This kind 
can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting (KJV). 

 
THE SCRIBES CONTINUE TO QUESTION  
 
Mark 9:14-16 
 

14 And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about them, 
and the scribes questioning with them. 15 And straightway all the people, when 
they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to him saluted him. 16 And 
he asked the scribes, What question ye with them (KJV)? 

 
Jesus, Peter, James and John had just descended from the mount of Transfiguration and 
were met with a scene of confusion. Some of the other disciples had been asked to 
exorcise a young man who had been demonically possessed for most of his life and they 
were unable to do so. Luke’s account adds the additional information of the time frame as 
the next day (Luke 9:37) when they were come down from the mountain. The typically 
large crowd that followed Him recognized Him with admiration and praised Him. This 
was not the reception the Scribes had for Him because they were interrogating the 
disciples in order to uncover something with which to discredit Jesus. This particular 
situation seemed to be the opportune time to attack Him for His disciple’s inability to 
perform a miracle, which had been repeatedly performed in the past by them. As the 
heated discussion ensued between the disciples and the Scribes Jesus entered the fray and 
asked the Scribes directly. “What question ye with them?” Jesus wanted to know what the 
argument was all about. 
 
THE DIFFICULT EXORCISM 
 
Mark 9:17-18 
 

17 And one of the multitude answered and said, Master, I have brought unto 
thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit: 18 and wheresoever he taketh him, he 
teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth, and pineth away: 
and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast him out; and they could not 
(KJV). 

 
Immediately after Jesus asked the question a person from the crowd spoke up before the 
Scribes could answer and quickly characterized the issue at hand. This man and come the 
region where Jesus was to have Him relieve his son of the demonic possession. This boy 
was not just sick he was demonically possessed. He referred to it as a dumb spirit. It 
would cause the boy to foam at the mouth, grind his teeth and become rigid. This was 
clearly not physical illness. Some might explain it away as a case of epilepsy but this man 
knew it was possession because He came looking for Jesus after having lived with the boy 
and was familiar with this issue. This man was anxious to have his son rid of this dumb 
spirit. He knew it was not just a case of deafness and muteness.  
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The central problem that caused the Scribes to challenge the disciples was their inability to 
cast out this spirit. The disciples had been given the power to cast out evil demonic spirits 
because He had enabled them to do so (Mark 3:15). So what was the problem here? Why 
could they not do it in this case? This issue gave the Scribes a lot of fodder to criticize 
Jesus and His disciples for their ineffectiveness at religious activities, which they thought, 
was righty their work. Jesus was usurping their activities and they now had an opportunity 
to demonstrate publically that Jesus and His retinue were frauds. 
 
JESUS IS EXASPERATED 
 
Mark 9:19 
 

19 He answereth him, and saith, O faithless generation, how long shall I be 
with you? how long shall I suffer you? bring him unto me (KJV). 

 
Jesus cried out in complete exasperation by issuing a biting rebuke of, “O faithless 
generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you?” Jesus directed this 
rebuke primarily at the Scribes and the skeptical Jews who aligned themselves with their 
religious leaders against Jesus. But it had some sense simultaneously a softer admonition 
to His disciples too. They were given the authority to cast out demonic spirits but had not 
yet fully appropriated the power they were given. All matters of spiritual failure are at its 
root caused by a lack of faith in God (Mark 9:23; 10:27). The distress their lack of faith 
caused Him came out in many different scenes (Mark 4:4; 6:50-52; 8:17-21). Jesus knew 
the only remedy to stop at least for the time being the criticism of the Scribes and Jews as 
well as restore the proper level of faith in His disciples was to respond to the father’s 
request to heal his son.  
 
THE DEMON RECOGNIZES JESUS 
 
Mark 9:20-22 
 

20 And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway the 
spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming. 21 And he 
asked his father, How long is it ago since this came unto him? And he said, Of 
a child. 22 And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and into the waters, to 
destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help 
us (KJV). 

 
As soon as the child was brought before Jesus the demon saw Jesus and began a strong 
fight within the boy. The spirit convulsed him and the boy reacted because he fell on the 
ground, and wallowed foaming. The demon’s attempts to destroy the boy clearly showed 
the purpose of demonic possession, which is destruction and death. This is Satan’s modus 
operandi; death and destruction either by outright possession or in his more refined 
strategies causing corruption. The New Testament tells us of two strategies of Satan. In 
this instance it models the first which the apostle Peter explains. 
 
I Peter 5:8-9 
 

8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, 
walketh about, seeking whom he may devour: 9 whom resist stedfast in the 
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faith, knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in your brethren that 
are in the world (KJV). 
 

The apostle Paul explains the second. 
 
II Corinthians 11:14 
 

And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light (KJV). 
 
The other strategies Satan his demons use are tools of deception. Some of the deceptions 
are: 

 
• Rejecting supernaturalism altogether. 
• Rejecting the authority of God’s Word. 
• Giving rise to rational thought instead of revealed truth. 
• Causing people to be continually argumentative. 
• Causing people to be unaware of the origin of their thoughts. 
• Causing people to think that no disease has a direct demonic cause. 
• Causing people to think that some sins are really “not so bad”. 
• Corrupting doctrinal integrity of the Scriptures so some parts of Scripture are 

thought of as more important that others. 
• Causing the belief that magic is harmless (not sleight of hand). 
• Causing a belief that paganism is harmless in its three root forms; magic, 

divination (seeking fortune tellers) and necromancy (seeking communication with 
the dead). 

• Corrupting the Hebrew Mazzeroth (God’s message in the star constellations of 
Christ and the Gospel) with astrology. 

• Causing myth to come into Christianity replacing truth. 
• Causing a belief that all religions are equal, whatever the doctrine.  
• Causing schisms in Christian fellowship over doctrine. 
• Bringing deception in world governments controlled by wicked ruler and dictators 

to renounce Christianity and provide a channel for the demons to have a great 
effect on large numbers of people. 

 
By far the greatest field of activity for Satan and his demons is the Church because Satan 
can influence believers. The body of believers is charged with bringing converts into 
saving grace knowledge of Christ and His work. The Church is to teach the truth of the 
Bible. The powers of darkness are increasing in our day and age and dupe the world 
against the truth of the Bible and historic Christianity. Satan is dedicated to turning people 
from God. When men do believe the gospel, Satan exerts every effort to turn them away 
from God’s will (Matthew 13:19). He knows that once they are saved they are beyond his 
power to destroy so he seeks to corrupt (Numbers 25: 1-3; 31: 16; James 4: 4;  Revelation 
2: 14). Therefore, he determines to do them as much damage as he can, seeking to ruin 
their Christian life and testimony for God. 
 
Satan is unrelenting and pitiless in his hatred for God and the people of God. What makes 
the devil a fearful foe is the fact of his great power. This is augmented by the assistance of 
a vast number of fallen angels or demons. Consequently, satanic forces constitute a 
mighty, evil spiritual reality to be seriously reckoned with by the entire fallen race, both 
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redeemed and unredeemed. We must be aware of the demonic activity and what we are 
charged with to defeat it.  
 
Jesus asked the father, “How long is it ago since this came unto him?” The man answered 
since he was very small. That this was not a physical disease was clear from the demon’s 
attempt to make the boy fall into the fire or water trying to kill him especially when Jesus 
was in sight. The demon realizing who Jesus was took this opportunity to try and kill the 
boy in front of Jesus as a challenge to Him. This young man had been possessed since he 
was a very young boy and the father continued to describe the perils the boy had been 
exposed to from which the father was always vigilant and ready to save him.  Finally he 
seems to believe that Jesus could help him because of the wide spread stories of His 
miraculous healings. As he approaches Jesus one sees a sense of half doubt and half 
despair as he asks Jesus, “if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us, and help us.”  
When we consider his experiences it is no wonder why he had some doubt. One, the Jews 
and Scribes denounce Jesus, two, the boy has been possessed for many years, and three, 
Jesus’ apostles who in other instances were reputed to successfully conduct exorcisms 
were powerless here.  
 
THE ESSENCE OF APPROPRIATING GOD’S POWER 
 
Mark 9:23-24 
 

23 Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that 
believeth. 24 And straightway the father of the child cried out, and said with 
tears, Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief (KJV). 

 
Jesus immediately directs the man to the essence of all relationships with God, faith in His 
abilities. God will confer His special blessings on those who have placed a continual trust 
in Him. Christ demands faith in Himself. He will not confer his special blessings on those 
who disbelieve or doubt Him. Those who disbelieve or do not cultivate a relationship with 
Him are unworthy to receive His blessings. Some will complain that God has not done 
anything for me when at the same time they don’t spend any time cultivating a 
relationship with Him through Bible study, prayer and Christian fellowship. This is what 
Jesus is saying here, “If thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.”  
 
The entire Christian experience starts with belief in God then moves through the lifelong 
sanctification process wherein a person grows more Christ like with ever increasing levels 
of faith in the providence of God and how He works in our lives. Contrary to the disciples 
this father reached out to God in Jesus by saying, “with tears, Lord, I believe; help thou 
mine unbelief.” At the feet of the Master of the Universe he offered his belief and his need 
to move from a weak belief to a strongly proper level removing all doubt about God’s 
power. Essentially he said, “I do believe; but my faith is weak. Please Lord increase and 
strengthen it, so that whatever doubt or remaining unbelief I still have may be cleansed 
and replaced with a strong faith. I want to be counted worthy to get this blessing for my 
son.” Jesus heard a prayer so humble and so fervent, and took away from him the last 
remains of doubt and unbelief. This is the problem of all who want to run their own lives 
and are self-assured. They don’t let God run their lives and consequently are always 
experiencing difficulties. Once we realize that God is the source of all things and fully 
place our trust in Him life becomes much better. Some crisis situation like this causes the 
true level of our faith in God to be manifested so we can see if we only truly give God 
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some lip service regarding our faith. The Jews trusted in their chosen status as Jews who 
are God’s special people. Jesus is saying this is not adequate it is a belief followed by a 
strong faith developed by a spiritual relationship with God. 
 
THE EXORCISM 
 
Mark 9:25-27 
 

25 When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked the foul 
spirit, saying unto him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge thee, come out of 
him, and enter no more into him. 26 And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, 
and came out of him: and he was as one dead; insomuch that many said, He is 
dead. 27 But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him up; and he arose (KJV). 

 
As soon as Jesus saw the people come running toward Him expecting some signs and 
wonders He quickly rebuked the demon and charged it to leave the boy and never again 
reenter him. As the demonic spirit came out of him it convulsed him once more and left 
the boy completely still and silent. Many thought that he had died in the process but Jesus 
took his hand and lifted him up restoring a life to him he had not had since near birth. This 
shows how malignant and powerful this evil spirit was, who dared so to resist and defy 
Christ. As it left the afflicted boy, it almost robbed him of life.  
 
So in this situation we see Jesus first healing the spiritual affliction of some doubt in the 
father then casting out the demon. Salvation is a process whereby things sometimes get 
worse before they get better depending upon the level of sin and unbelief on is coming out 
of (Exodus 5:21-6:1). 
 
JESUS EXPLAINS THE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES 
 
Mark 9:28-29 
 

 28 And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him privately, 
Why could not we cast him out? 29 And he said unto them, This kind can come 
forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting (KJV). 

 
The disciples had cast our demonic forces before and did not understand why they failed 
this time. It was a matter of faith. The disciples might have been trying to perform the 
miracles on their own without relying on God the source of their powers. It was not their 
own powers that would ever do anything. It was and still is God who works through us. 
The message is clear arguing and disputing is no substitute for performance and 
knowledge of God’s Word as well as fully trusting in the Written Word as well as the 
Living Word. Jesus was telling them to appropriate God’s power in direct communication 
with Him through fasting and prayer. It is the only was to strongly connect with God and 
receive His power and blessings. 
 
NEXT WEEK: MARK: JESUS PROPHECIES HIS DEATH 
Please call or e-mail with any questions or comments 
E-mail info@pentwaterbiblechurch.com Toll Free 877-706-2479 
 
 




