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                               JESUS HEALS A BLIND MAN BY CARL BLOCH CIR 1834-90 
 
JESUS HEALS AND CHALLENGES 
 
Mark 8:22-38 
 

22 And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and 
besought him to touch him. 23 And he took the blind man by the hand, and led 
him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon 
him, he asked him if he saw ought. 24 And he looked up, and said, I see men as 
trees, walking. 25 After that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made 
him look up: and he was restored, and saw every man clearly. 26 And he sent 
him away to his house, saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in 
the town. 27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Cesarea 
Philippi: and by the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do 
men say that I am? 28 And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, 
Elias; and others, One of the prophets. 29 And he saith unto them, But whom 
say ye that I am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. 
30 And he charged them that they should tell no man of him. 31 And he began to 
teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of 
the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be killed, and after three 
days rise again. 32 And he spake that saying openly. And Peter took him, and 
began to rebuke him. 33 But when he had turned about and looked on his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou 
savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be of men. 34 And 
when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, he said unto 
them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his 
cross, and follow me. 35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; but 
whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shall save 
it. 36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose 
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his own soul? 37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels (KJV). 

 
JESUS COMES BACK TO BETHSAIDA 
 
Mark 8:22 
 

22 And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and 
besought him to touch him (KJV). 

 
Jesus left Dalmanutha and travelled to Bethsaida. He had just cautioned His disciples 
about the leaven of the Pharisees and Herod. Leaven (yeast) in all but one Bible usage 
(The Kingdom) refers to the presence of an impurity or evil. The process of fermentation 
inherent within it makes it the symbol of corruption. Fermentation is the result of the 
divine curse upon the material portion of the universe caused by sin. It causes one self 
worth to rise in prideful arrogance, as yeast will puff up that into which it has been 
inserted such as bread. In the case of the Pharisees it was their hypocrisy wherein they 
demanded the people follow an unjust exorbitant set of religious laws that they did not 
follow themselves. In the case of Herod he was very attached to this world. He 
periodically claimed to be Jewish but did not follow any of the Jewish Laws and sided 
with Rome from whom came his power and position. In the gospel of Matthew Jesus 
substitutes the Sadducees for Pharisees. Sin in the case of the Sadducees was unbelief. 
They were completely liberal in their theology in that they did not believe the Bible and 
believed that there was no resurrection of the dead and life after death. So they were 
materialistic as was Herod and thought this existence was all there was. 
 
Jesus travelled by ship with His disciples to Bethsaida, which is due northeast from 
Dalmanutha also known as Magdala.  

                           
                                                                  Map from Bible Atlas.org 
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Bethsaida was under the jurisdiction of Philip Herod the brother of Herod Antipas. 
According to the testimony of Josephus, Philip Herod was different from his brother and 
much more beloved by his subjects.1 Philip inherited the northeast part of his father's 
kingdom and is mentioned briefly in the Bible by Luke (3:1). He married his niece 
Salome, the daughter of Herodias and a member of the Herodian dynasty, who is 
sometimes called Herod Philip I, but also known as Herod II, or sometimes Philip of 
Rome. This Salome appears in the Bible in connection with the execution of John the 
Baptist. Jesus frequently came to Bethsaida. 
 

 
 
During the time of Jesus’ ministry at Bethsaida, Julia-Livia, the wife of the emperor 
Augustus and mother of the reigning emperor Tiberius, died. In her memory, and in an 
effort to establish the Roman Imperial cult, Philip Herod elevated the status of the town of 
Bethsaida to the level of a city and renamed it Julia. He also built a wall round 
Betharanphtha, which was itself a city also, and called it Julias, from the name of the 
emperor’s wife. 2Josephus maintained that Philip Herod made these changes by increasing 
the population and by strengthening the city. It seems that he built a lavishly decorated 

                                                
1 Josephus, F., & Whiston, W. (1987). The works of Josephus: complete and unabridged. Peabody: 
Hendrickson. 18.106 
2 Ibid 18. 
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temple on the highest spot of the town. In recent years, fragments of the decorations and 
the ground plan of the temple were discovered. Cult objects were also found in and around 
the temple. Among those objects were two bronze incense shovels, pottery jugs used for 
ritual practices, figurines, amulets and votive objects. The temple did not serve for more 
than a century. The excavations reveal that during the second century AD it went out of 
use and a private house was built on top of it. 
 
JESUS HEALS THE BLIND MAN 
 
Mark 8:23-26 
 

 23 And he took the blind man by the hand, and led him out of the town; and 
when he had spit on his eyes, and put his hands upon him, he asked him if he 
saw ought. 24 And he looked up, and said, I see men as trees, walking. 25 After 
that he put his hands again upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was 
restored, and saw every man clearly. 26 And he sent him away to his house, 
saying, Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town (KJV). 

 
As Jesus came to Bethsaida a blind man was brought to Him so that the man could touch 
him. This miracle follows the miracle of healing the deaf and dumb mute. These are the 
only two miracles that are unique to the book of Mark. Blindness is one of the messianic 
signs that Jesus mentioned in His answer to the question asked by John the Baptist (in 
both Matthew and Luke) where he said “The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the 
gospel preached to them. And blessed is he, whosoever shall not be offended in me 
(Matthew 11:5).” 
 
Just as in the last miracle Jesus led the man away from the people to perform His miracle. 
He also used saliva and touched the men in both miracles. The Greek aorist participles in 
the original are not connected with and, indicating that the second act followed 
immediately upon the first. Spittle was commonly thought in superstition to have healing 
powers. The use of spittle was symbolic since Jesus could heal without even being in 
one’s presence such as He did with the Syrophoenician woman’s daughter. Twice Jesus 
touched his eyes and the first time his sight seemed to be blurry as he said, “I see men as 
trees, walking.” Jesus knew that this first touch was only going to partially restore his 
sight. Jesus only did this an act of compassion through touch, which the man could feel. 
This was a gesture of assurance that Jesus would heal him. By him having some 
recollection of the image of trees it is clear he was not blind from birth. The second time 
he had the man look up. Then with this second application of His miraculous healing 
powers the man’s sight was completely restored. The two-aorist verbs state the historical 
facts. Looked stedfastly is literally “looked through,” and recalls the penetrating gaze 
which the man gave, enabling him to “see through” or clearly distinguish the things he 
looked at. The eyewitnesses of the event would remember this intensive look as recorded 
in Mark’s book. Restored denotes that normal vision had returned, showing that his 
blindness was not congenital. After his sight was restored Jesus sent the man to his house 
and said, “Neither go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town.” The primary reason 
Jesus told those whom He had healed to go and tell no body what He didn’t want any 
more crowds following Him strictly for the purpose of physical healing. His purpose for 
His short three and a half year ministry was to bring spiritual healing to the people of this 
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earth. The bodies perish but the soul lives on forever and that is what Jesus wants for us. 
He wants our soul to knitted tightly to Him in eternal salvation.  
 
THE CONFESSION OF PETER 
 
Mark 8:27-30 
 

27 And Jesus went out, and his disciples, into the towns of Cesarea Philippi: 
and by the way he asked his disciples, saying unto them, Whom do men say 
that I am? 28 And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, Elias; and 
others, One of the prophets. 29 And he saith unto them, But whom say ye that I 
am? And Peter answereth and saith unto him, Thou art the Christ. 30 And he 
charged them that they should tell no man of him (KJV) 

 

                                     
                          Map of Caesarea Philippi by bible maps.org 
 

Augustus gave the district of Caesarea Philippi to Herod the Great in 20 B.C., by whom a 
temple of white marble was built in honor of the emperor. Since there had been so much 
admiration for the Romans in this region it is not surprising that it was primarily non- 
Jewish and known for its worship of Greek gods and the ancient god of Pan, the god of 
lust. As such it was originally known as Paneas. Paneas formed part of the tetrarchy of 
Philip. He rebuilt and beautified the town, calling it Caesarea as a compliment to Augustus, 
and adding his own name to distinguish it from Caesarea on the coast of the 
Mediterranean Sea.3 From Bethsaida Jesus and His disciples came here, and on the way 
Peter made his famous confession, after which Jesus began to tell them of His coming 
passion. This account is given in two of the gospels (Matthew 16:13 Mark 8:27). It was 
located about twenty-five miles northeast of Bethsaida.  
 
During the thirteen-hour plus travelling of the twenty-five mile walk to Caesarea Philippi 
Jesus asked the disciples, “Whom do men say that I am?” The answers to Jesus’ questions 
in this section of Scripture are the most important ones any person can provide. This is 

                                                
3 Josephus, F., & Whiston, W. (1987). The works of Josephus: complete and unabridged. Peabody: 
Hendrickson. XVIII, ii, 1; BJ, II, ix, 1 
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because they indicate whether a person is heading to Heaven or Hell when they leave this 
earth.  
 
This first question asked for general views concerning His identity. First He was asking 
what are the common people saying about who he was. He was not referring to the Jewish 
ruling religious elite. He already knew what the answer was. He didn’t need to find out, 
He wanted His disciples to think through this issue and come to their own convictions 
regarding His identity. 28 And they answered, John the Baptist: but some say, Elias; and 
others, One of the prophets. All of these answers were not what Jesus was leading them to 
understand and confess. Jesus identity was not yet fully revealed to the people who simply 
thought of Him as a prophet. They did not fully understand yet that Jesus was the Messiah, 
the Son of God. Then Jesus as the most direct question anybody can receive on this earth, 
“But whom say ye that I am?” This question drives deep into a person’s soul as it connects 
him or her with the Savior of the world through belief.  Peter blurts out seemingly 
answering for the rest of them that, “Thou art the Christ.” Peter was saying that Jesus is 
the Anointed One or the Messiah. Jesus did not use the term Himself. He affirmed it to a 
Samaritan woman when she said that Messiah is coming who is called the Christ (John 
4:25-26). Peter confessed not only to Jesus’ messianic status but also His supernatural 
character. Some of them had previously accepted this because John 1:41 says that some 
were aware of it from the beginning of Jesus ministry. Additional insight of Jesus’s status 
is given in Matthew’s account. 
 
Matthew 16:17-19 
 

17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: 
for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in 
heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I 
will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And I 
will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose 
on earth shall be loosed in heaven (KJV). 

 
Jesus is telling Peter using his formal given name for emphasis that the God of the 
universe has chosen Peter to understand this important truth. He follows this up with a 
prophecy of what level of responsibility they would be given starting with the first holiday 
of Pentecost after Jesus had returned to Heaven. First it is important to understand the play 
on words in the Greek text. Jesus says that Peter (Greek petros meaning pebble) and upon 
this Rock (Greek Petra meaning boulder), I will build my Church. The Rock upon which 
Jesus would build His Church is Himself, Christ. Jesus is the divine architect of our faith 
and the Church of which He is the Chief Cornerstone. Peter representing the other apostles 
would have pivotal roles in starting the Church. Jesus said that nothing would prevent the 
Church of growing and developing into what He wanted it to become. He said that, “the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” In other words nothing would stop it from 
developing not even all the efforts of Satan. In giving the keys to the Kingdom of Heaven 
Jesus was granting authority to the apostles and those following them into leadership roles 
to carry out the decisions that had already been made in Heaven. A clearer rendering of 
the text would be,” And whatsoever thou shall bind shall have already been bound in 
Heaven. Further, what so ever you shall loose (forgiven) shall have already been loosed in 
Heaven.   In other words they would have the power to carry out the commandments, 
which had already been established in Heaven. The Roman church mistakenly interprets 
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these verses to say that Peter was the first Pope and he gave all Rome all authority to make 
ecclesiastical policy for Heaven on the earth. This is not what is in the text. God retains 
the authority and we carry out His commands, which are given in the Bible. Finally Jesus 
again told them not to tell anybody who He was. 
 
JESUS PROPHESIES HIS DEATH 
 
Mark 8:31-38 
 

 31 And he began to teach them, that the Son of man must suffer many things, 
and be rejected of the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again. 32 And he spake that saying openly. And 
Peter took him, and began to rebuke him. 33 But when he had turned about 
and looked on his disciples, he rebuked Peter, saying, Get thee behind me, 
Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things that be 
of men. 34 And when he had called the people unto him with his disciples also, 
he said unto them, Whosoever will come after me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross, and follow me. 35 For whosoever will save his life shall lose 
it; but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same 
shall save it. 36 For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, 
and lose his own soul? 37 Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? 
38 Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, 
when he cometh in the glory of his Father with the holy angels (KJV). 

 
Jesus now began to get very serious with His apostles and tell them about His 

death and the eventuality of His ministry on earth. His impending death was the reason He 
came. He identified the perpetrators as the elders, and of the chief priests, and scribes. He 
concluded this revealing statement with and after three days rise again. The Resurrection 
of Jesus is the single most important event in all-human history. Jesus was finally letting 
His chosen ones in on the single most important event in all of human history and Peter 
responded in a manner that caused Jesus to rebuke him. Peter did not realize what it was 
that was leading himself to say this to Jesus. The disciple who had just been blessed by the 
Master obviously did not fully comprehend God plan. Peter could not understand how 
Jesus could be Messiah and yet die at the hands of the religious leaders. Peter didn’t want 
Jesus to go. He was protective of Him and didn’t want Him to die at the hand of the 
corrupt religious authorities. Jesus responded to Peter in a startling manner by saying,” 
Get thee behind me, Satan: for thou savourest not the things that be of God, but the things 
that be of men.” Peter did not realize that Satan was influencing him to try and keep Jesus 
from going to the cross.  
 
Jehovah God sent Himself, a suffering servant (Isaiah 49-57), in the body of a man to 
atone for the sins of the world. His suffering reached a level of pain before and during the 
crucifixion that we couldn’t imagine as He bore the sins of the world and the cosmic realm 
as well. He met with the powers of darkness in the cosmic realm, which He battled and 
won the war (Luke 22: 53). Satan tried all he could to prevent Christ’s crucifixion. The 
death He experienced cleansed the heavenly tabernacle (Hebrews 9: 23-26), which Satan 
polluted with his sin and fall, as well as providing for the salvation of all who would 
believe the gospel of Christ (II Corinthians 5: 21). This is why the Lord Jesus had to come 
to earth. He had to go to the cross and provide the cleansing of the heavenlies and the 
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earthly realms. Satan has not given up though and we see many instances in Scripture 
where he tried to stop the Messiah from arriving to accomplish His task. All these efforts 
on the part of Satan are laid out in the Bible for us to see how the Christ prevailed. We 
must remember that Satan is the force behind all evil in this world. 
 
Christ then immediately moved the discussion to what our relationship must be to Him. If 
we value our lives more than our relationship to Him then we will lose out eternal 
salvation. God says follow Me to death and do not forsake Me for earthly pleasures or 
selfish ambition. Trust in Me to lead you to Heaven. A person who lives to satisfy his or 
her own life here on earth loses eternal salvation. The other side is what Jesus called life, 
not here on earth. So if this is what you are trying to preserve at all costs you will lose 
eternal life. This world is a poor exchange for eternity. Eternity is the greatest prize 
anyone could receive on the earth. If one gave up his eternal life in paradise for gaining all 
the riches in this world it would be an empty achievement that he would lose any way at 
death. This section of scripture is embodied in Paul’s personal statement. 
 
Philippians 1:21 
 
For me to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
 
There are no other words you can substitute for Christ and receive a blessing when you 
die. 
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