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Build the House 

Haggai 1 

Series:  Topical 

 

1. Introduction: 

a. In America, the church has been very busy for the last 30 or so years. 

b. The problem with our busyness is that we have been building bigger 

buildings and ministries but we have not been building the church of 

God.   

c. We have forgotten that the church of God is not the building but the 

people that make up the building are the church.   

i. 1 Corinthians 12:27  Now you are the body of Christ and 

individually members of it. 

ii. Romans 12:5  so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually members one of another. 

iii. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20  Or do you not know that your body is a 

temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from 

God? You are not your own,  (20)  for you were bought with a 

price. So glorify God in your body. 

d. It is our duty, at God’s Garden Church, to build the church of God and 

it is your duty as Christian to build your life on the solid ground, Jesus 

Christ. 

 

2. Verses 1-4 – The condition 

a. The people had come back from captivity and in their gratefulness to 

God, they had started building the temple, but when opposition arose, 

they had abandoned the work for over 4 decades.   

b. Verse 1 – God calls the governmental and religious leaders to take up 

the burden that has been laid upon them. 

c. Verse 2 – They had forgotten to build the house of God and had 

excuses as to why they were forsaken the work of building an 

acceptable relationship with God.   

d. Verse 3 and 4 – they had not forgotten themselves.   

i. They had built for themselves houses and businesses and where 

living in such a way as to be comfortable.   

e. It is a grievous sin to God, the church, and the local body of believers 

when any Christians or group of Christians decide to live in comfort 

in this world and forsake their spiritual duty.   
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i. Jude 1:20-21  But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your 

most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit,  (21)  keep 

yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our 

Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. 

 

3. Verses 5-6 – The fount of blessing is Jesus Christ for the Christian 

a. Verse 5 – Consider your ways 

i. We need to take stalk in ourselves and in the way that we are 

living.   

ii. We need to consider if our lives are being built up into a 

spiritual house that is pleasing to God or are we building on this 

worlds sinking sand.   

iii. Matthew 7:24-27  "Everyone then who hears these words of 

mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house 

on the rock. (25)  And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 

winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it 

had been founded on the rock. (26)  And everyone who hears 

these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish 

man who built his house on the sand. (27)  And the rain fell, 

and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that 

house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it." 

iv. Matthew 6:33  But seek first the kingdom of God and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

b. Verse 6 – the futility of building on any other foundation  

i. You have sown much, and harvested little. 

1. All your work is useless outside of Christ 

ii. You eat, but you never have enough; you drink, but you never 

have your fill. 

1. You are never satisfied outside of Christ 

iii. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm.  

1. You are never comfortable outside of Christ 

iv. And he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with 

holes 

1. You never get anywhere outside of Christ 

v. Our deepest fundamental needs are only met in Christ. 

 

4. Verse 7 – A second injunction to take a good hard look from the God that 

does not need to repeat himself.   

 

5. Verse 8 – Remedy 
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a. Get to work on building the things of God. 

i. Go up 

ii. Cut trees 

iii. And do the work that pleases God and has everlasting value for 

you and the people of God.   

 

6. Verse 9-11 - Because of my house that lies in ruins, while each of you busies 

himself with his own house 

a. We will never find in this world the things to satisfy the Christian’s 

sole.   

i. 1 John 2:15-17  Do not love the world or the things in the 

world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in 

him.  (16)  For all that is in the world--the desires of the flesh 

and the desires of the eyes and pride of life--is not from the 

Father but is from the world.  (17)  And the world is passing 

away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God 

abides forever. 

 

7. Verse 12 – Proper response 

a. Obedience 

i. 1 Samuel 15:22  And Samuel said, "Has the LORD as great 

delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice 

of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to 

listen than the fat of rams. 

b. Fear –  

i. Proverbs 9:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of 

wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight. 

 

8. Verse 13 – The Lord’s encouragement 

a. I am with you 

 

9. Verse 14-15 – The Lord’s empowering 

a. The Lord stirred up the spirit of the people. 

b. St. Augustine 

i. "O Lord, command what you will and give what you 

command" 

ii. “The Bible teaches two things: Many of the blessings of God 

are conditional upon our response of faith, and God Himself 

ultimately enables that response of faith and obedience.” 
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iii. Mark 16:20  And they went out and preached everywhere, 

while the Lord worked with them and confirmed the message 

by accompanying signs.]] 

 

10. Benediction – 

a. Luke 9:62  Jesus said to him, "No one who puts his hand to the plow 

and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God." 


