
Questions and the Text 
The Beginning – Part 5 

Genesis 1-2; Coast Community Church Pastor’s Class; Earl Miles; July 17, 2016 
 
See Genesis 1:1 

 What does the Bible say happened ‘in the beginning’? – Matthew 19:4; Mark 10:6; 2 
Peter 3:4; Romans 1:20; 2 Peter 3:4 

 Would we expect ‘the beginning’ to be longer than the rest of time measured? Why 
would ‘the beginning’ of the story be infinitely longer than ‘the rest of the story’? – 2 
Samuel 21:9 

See Genesis 1:1-2  Does the absence in the text of any explicit mention of a time gap between Genesis 1:1 
and 1:2 prevent that possibility? - Luke 8:26-39; Matthew 8:28-34; Luke 8:40-56; 
Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:22-43 

 What does the activity of the Spirit at the beginning of Genesis say about how things 
transpired? - Isaiah 45:18; Hebrews 11:3 

 Is there a problem with death before the Fall? – Romans 5:12; 6:23; 1 Corinthians 15:26 
See Genesis 1:3 

 Does the refrain ‘said’ and ‘there was’ imply an instantaneous creation not an 
evolutionary process? - Psalm 148:5  Could there be light before the sun? There is light without the sun at the end, so why not 
at the beginning? – Revelation 21:23; 22:5 

See Genesis 1:4-5  Does the refrain ‘there was evening and there was morning’ imply a time frame similar to 
what we experience? – Genesis 5:1-5; Exodus 20:8-11; Exodus 31:15-17 

 Why not say simply ‘day one’ without the refrain if it wasn’t a day like we know or if 
you are only using days to frame a story? 

See Genesis 1:6-8  Does ‘God said’ and ‘it was so’ imply a short supernatural process? a brief time frame 
not an evolutionary process? 

See Genesis 1:9-10  Does the refrain ‘was good’ imply an instant completion not an evolutionary process? 
See Genesis 1:11-13  Does the refrain ‘after their kind’ allow for macroevolution? 
See Genesis 1:14-19  Could the creation of the sun and moon and stars on the fourth day be intended to 

preclude the worship of the heavenly bodies as if everything had its source in them? 
See Genesis 1:20-23  Isn’t it clear that birds did not evolve from reptiles according to this description?  Doesn’t the refrain ‘it was good’ imply that there were no evolutionary transitional forms 

that were not good? – 1 Timothy 4:4 
See Genesis 1:24-25  Doesn’t ‘let the earth forth living creatures’ seem to preclude the idea that animals came 

from fish or birds? 



See Genesis 1:26-31  Does ‘beast of the earth’ require carnivorous animals before the Fall?  Does man made in the ‘image of God’ preclude man made in the image of apes or prior 
life forms?  At what point does a hominid become a man made in the image of God? What are 
hominids if they aren’t men made in the image of God?  It seems the creation of man was the purpose of the creation of everything else (‘rule 
over’) so why would the creation exist for billions of years without man?   What would be the purpose of long periods of time without man? - Colossians 1:15-16; 
Romans 8:29; Revelation 22:13 

See Genesis 2:1-3  Does the fact that ‘evening and morning’ is not mentioned in reference to the seventh day 
that it was a day that never ended? Does silence require that? 

See Genesis 2:4-6  Does the fact that certain plants and vegetation had not grown at some point mean that 
nothing had grown?  Does the mention of ‘no rain’ require the idea that God was using only natural processes 
at speeds with which we are familiar? 

See Genesis 2:7  Does ‘formed man of dust’ allow for ‘formed man from transitional evolutionary forms’? 
- 1 Corinthians 15:45-49; Acts 17:24-28  Is God accommodating himself to prescientific people or stating a literal fact? 

See Genesis 2:8-9  Does ‘planted’ require natural processes over time? Could ‘the LORD God caused to 
grow’ include supernatural and instantaneous creation?  Doesn’t the presence of the ‘tree of life’ and the ‘tree of the knowledge of good and evil’ 
require supernatural intervention and not simply natural processes? What natural process 
would that involve? 

See Genesis 2:10-20  Does the text say that Adam was lonely and had been lonely over a long span of time?  Does the order in chapter 2 contradict the order in chapter 1?  Would the naming of the animals necessarily have taken a long time? Could this have 
had some other supernatural element in it that makes the time issue a non-issue? 

See Genesis 2:21-25  Are we to think that man evolved from previous life forms but Eve was created out of 
Adam or did Eve evolve from Adam? - 1 Corinthians 11:7-9  What is the implication of a figurative Adam sleeping for millions of years until Eve 
evolves out of him? Shouldn’t the evolution of Eve mean the demise of Adam? What 
about Eve being called the ‘mother of all living’? – Genesis 3:20 

 Was God deceiving Eve because Adam wasn’t as old as he looked? If we would allow for 
the instantaneous creation of a mature Adam and Eve, why would we think that the 
instantaneous creation of the rest of creation would be unthinkable? 

 Should we think the New Creation will also take billions of years? - 2 Peter 3:10-13; 
Revelation 21-22 
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Is the Bible God’s Word or man’s word? 
 
Is Genesis 1 ‘poetic history’ or ‘historical poetry’? 
 
Is this issue like the Copernican revolution? 
 

This is not like the Copernican revolution because this isn’t a matter of 
phenomenological language but of poetic history (not historical poetry). 

 
See Genesis 1:1 
 

God created (1) every thing there is, seen and unseen, not some things (2) out of nothing, 
not out of something that pre-existed (3) in the beginning, not over the span of billions of 
years. 
 
‘In the beginning’ God created ‘the heavens and the earth’(in an unfinished state) and 
after six days He ‘completed’ them so that they were not ‘formless and void.’ 

 
 What does the Bible say happened ‘in the beginning’? – Matthew 19:4; Mark 10:6; 2 

Peter 3:4; Romans 1:20; 2 Peter 3:4 
 

 Would we expect ‘the beginning’ to be longer than the rest of time measured? Why 
would ‘the beginning’ of the story be infinitely longer than ‘the rest of the story’? – 2 
Samuel 21:9 

 
See Genesis 1:1-2 
  Does the absence in the text of any explicit mention of a time gap between Genesis 1:1 

and 1:2 prevent that possibility? - Luke 8:26-39; Matthew 8:28-34; Luke 8:40-56; 
Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:22-43 
 
It is clear from some Gospel accounts (Luke 8:26-39; Matthew 8:28-34; Luke 8:40-56; 
Matthew 9:18-26; Mark 5:22-43; : that (1) an account can be true that doesn’t include all 
the possible details (2) an account can be true even when conversations and events are 
collapsed in order to shorten the narrative. 

 
 What does the activity of the Spirit at the beginning of Genesis say about how things 

transpired? - Isaiah 45:18; Hebrews 11:3 
 

 Is there a problem with death before the Fall? – Romans 5:12; 6:23; 1 Corinthians 15:26 



See Genesis 1:3 
 

 Does the refrain ‘said’ and ‘there was’ imply an instantaneous creation not an 
evolutionary process? - Psalm 148:5 
  Could there be light before the sun? There is light without the sun at the end, so why not 
at the beginning? – Revelation 21:23; 22:5 

 
 
See Genesis 1:4-5 
  Does the refrain ‘there was evening and there was morning’ imply a time frame similar to 

what we experience? – Genesis 5:1-5; Exodus 20:8-11; Exodus 31:15-17 
 

 Why not say simply ‘day one’ without the refrain if it wasn’t a day like we know or if 
you are only using days to frame a story? 
 

See Genesis 1:6-8 
  Does ‘God said’ and ‘it was so’ imply a short supernatural process? a brief time frame 

not an evolutionary process? 
 

See Genesis 1:9-10 
  Does the refrain ‘was good’ imply an instant completion not an evolutionary process? 
See Genesis 1:11-13 
  Does the refrain ‘after their kind’ allow for macroevolution? 

 
See Genesis 1:14-19 
  Could the creation of the sun and moon and stars on the fourth day be intended to 

preclude the worship of the heavenly bodies as if everything had its source in them? 
 

See Genesis 1:20-23 
  Isn’t it clear that birds did not evolve from reptiles according to this description? 

  Doesn’t the refrain ‘it was good’ imply that there were no evolutionary transitional forms 
that were not good? – 1 Timothy 4:4 

 
See Genesis 1:24-25 
  Doesn’t ‘let the earth forth living creatures’ seem to preclude the idea that animals came 

from fish or birds? 



See Genesis 1:26-31 
  Does ‘beast of the earth’ require carnivorous animals before the Fall? 

 
It says the animals ate ‘green plants’! 

  Does man made in the ‘image of God’ preclude man made in the image of apes or prior 
life forms? 
  At what point does a hominid become a man made in the image of God? 

  What are hominids if they aren’t men made in the image of God? 
  It seems the creation of man was the purpose of the creation of everything else (‘rule 

over’) so why would the creation exist for billions of years without man?  
  What would be the purpose of long periods of time without man? - Colossians 1:15-16; 

Romans 8:29; Revelation 22:13 
 
Creation wasn’t ‘very good’ until man was created. 
 
This implies that man is the crown of creation and separate from creation in a unique 
sense not simply another part of creation. 
 
This implies that man should be treated differently from the rest of creation and that the 
rest of creation is for the service of man, not man for the service of the rest of creation 
(contrary to extreme environmentalists).  
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