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John 8:1-11  Jesus went unto the mount of Olives.  2  And early in the morning he came 
again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat down, and taught them.  
3  And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; and when 
they had set her in the midst,  4  They say unto him, Master, this woman was taken in 
adultery, in the very act.  5  Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be 
stoned: but what sayest thou?  6  This they said, tempting him, that they might have to 
accuse him. But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he 
heard them not.  7  So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto 
them, He that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.  8  And again he 
stooped down, and wrote on the ground.  9  And they which heard it, being convicted by 
their own conscience, went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and 
Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.  10  When Jesus had lifted up 
himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto her, Woman, where are those thine 
accusers? hath no man condemned thee?  11  She said, No man, Lord. And Jesus said unto 
her, Neither do I condemn thee: go, and sin no more. 
 
3-5a  And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto him a woman taken in adultery; 
and when they had set her in the midst,  4  They say unto him, Master, this woman 
was taken in adultery, in the very act.  5a  Now Moses in the law commanded us, 
that such should be stoned:  
 

Deuteronomy 22:23-24  If a damsel that is a virgin be betrothed unto an husband, and a 
man find her in the city, and lie with her;  24  Then ye shall bring them both out unto 
the gate of that city, and ye shall stone them with stones that they die; the damsel, 
because she cried not, being in the city; and the man, because he hath humbled his neighbour's 
wife: so thou shalt put away evil from among you. 

 
5b-6a but what sayest thou? 6  This they said, tempting him, that they might have 
to accuse him. 
 
The scribes and Pharisees were hoping that Jesus would either reject the Mosaic law or that he 
would uphold the law and condemn the woman. Jesus does neither and takes his time 
answering them. 
 

Ecclesiastes 5:2  Be not rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to 
utter any thing before God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy 
words be few. 

 
James 1:19  Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath: 

 
6b But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground, as though he 
heard them not. 
 
No one knows what Jesus wrote. Some commentators speculate that he listed the names of the 
scribes and Pharisees along with their individual sins. Some guess that Jesus was fulfilling 
Jeremiah 17:13. 
 

Jeremiah 17:13  O LORD, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed, and they 
that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because they have forsaken the LORD, 
the fountain of living waters. 
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Daniel 5 provides another possibility. 
 

Daniel 5:1-6  Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine 
before the thousand.  2  Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden 
and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in 
Jerusalem; that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein.  3  
Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which 
was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them.  4  
They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, 
and of stone.  5  In the same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand, and wrote over 
against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king's palace: and the king saw 
the part of the hand that wrote.  6  Then the king's countenance was changed, and his thoughts 
troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another. 

 
7  So when they continued asking him, he lifted up himself, and said unto them, He 
that is without sin among you, let him first cast a stone at her.   
 
Jesus neither denies the law nor condemns the woman in his response. The response he gives to 
them is short yet convicting. It is in the response that he reveals that he is God. 
 

Hebrews 4:12-13  For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.  13  Neither is there 
any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the 
eyes of him with whom we have to do. 

 
8  And again he stooped down, and wrote on the ground. 
 
The scribes and Pharisees were likely angered, yet stunned, by Jesus’ response. Jesus pays them 
no attention, but returns to writing on the ground. Again, Daniel 5 may be used to understand 
Jesus’ actions.  
 

Daniel 5:18-31  18  O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar thy father a 
kingdom, and majesty, and glory, and honour:  19  And for the majesty that he gave him, all 
people, nations, and languages, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and 
whom he would he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he put down.  
20  But when his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in pride, he was deposed from his 
kingly throne, and they took his glory from him:  21  And he was driven from the sons of men; and 
his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild asses: they fed him with 
grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven; till he knew that the most high God 
ruled in the kingdom of men, and that he appointeth over it whomsoever he will.  22  And thou his 
son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;  23  But 
hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of his 
house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drunk wine in 
them; and thou hast praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which 
see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all 
thy ways, hast thou not glorified:  24  Then was the part of the hand sent from him; 
and this writing was written.  25  And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, 
TEKEL, UPHARSIN.  26  This is the interpretation of the thing: MENE; God hath 
numbered thy kingdom, and finished it.  27  TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the 
balances, and art found wanting.  28  PERES; Thy kingdom is divided, and given to 
the Medes and Persians.  (continued) 
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(continued) 29  Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a 
chain of gold about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the 
third ruler in the kingdom.  30  In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans 
slain.  31  And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years 
old. 

 
9  And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience, went out one 
by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and Jesus was left alone, and 
the woman standing in the midst.   
 

Psalms 50:16-22  But unto the wicked God saith, What hast thou to do to declare my 
statutes, or that thou shouldest take my covenant in thy mouth?  17  Seeing thou 
hatest instruction, and castest my words behind thee.  18  When thou sawest a thief, then 
thou consentedst with him, and hast been partaker with adulterers.  19  Thou givest thy mouth to 
evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit.  20  Thou sittest and speakest against thy brother; 
thou slanderest thine own mother's son.  21  These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; 
thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, 
and set them in order before thine eyes.  22  Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I 
tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver. 

 
Every man that had brought the woman to Jesus for judgment left convicted of his own sins. 
They had thought that Jesus was a man, but they encountered Jesus the Son of God who, with 
the wisdom of God, turned their own judgments against them. 
 
10  When Jesus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto 
her, Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned thee?  11a  
She said, No man, Lord.  
 

Isaiah 41:10-13  Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I 
will strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my 
righteousness.  11  Behold, all they that were incensed against thee shall be ashamed 
and confounded: they shall be as nothing; and they that strive with thee shall perish.  
12  Thou shalt seek them, and shalt not find them, even them that contended with 
thee: they that war against thee shall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought.  13  For 
I the LORD thy God will hold thy right hand, saying unto thee, Fear not; I will help thee. 

 
Jesus uses the term “accusers” which is synonymous with “Satans”. He reveals himself as an 
advocate and counselor. 
 
11b And Jesus said unto her, Neither do I condemn thee:  
 

John 3:17  For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved. 

 
John 8:15-16  Ye judge after the flesh; I judge no man.  16  And yet if I judge, my 
judgment is true: for I am not alone, but I and the Father that sent me. 

 
John 12:47-48  And if any man hear my words, and believe not, I judge him not: for I came 
not to judge the world, but to save the world.  48  He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not 
my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him 
in the last day. 

 
If Jesus did not come to judge and condemn sinners, then who are we to do the same? 
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Matthew 7:1-5  Judge not, that ye be not judged.  2  For with what judgment ye judge, ye 
shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you again.  3  
And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is 
in thine own eye?  4  Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the mote out of thine 
eye; and, behold, a beam is in thine own eye?  5  Thou hypocrite, first cast out the beam out of 
thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to cast out the mote out of thy brother's eye. 
 
Luke 6:36-37  Be ye therefore merciful, as your Father also is merciful.  37  Judge not, and 
ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be 
forgiven: 
 
Romans 2:1-3  Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: 
for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest 
the same things.  2  But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them 
which commit such things.  3  And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do 
such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 
 
1 Corinthians 4:3-5  But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of 
man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self.  4  For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not 
hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord.  5  Therefore judge nothing before 
the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and 
will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 

 
11c go, and sin no more. 
 
If we are to be like Jesus and not judge or condemn, leaving that up to God in the end, how then 
do we address sin? Again, like Jesus, we should identify the sin and counsel the sinner to sin no 
longer. Why? First, unlike Jesus, we too are sinners in need of God’s mercy.  
 

Proverbs 28:13  He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and 
forsaketh them shall have mercy. 
 

Second, we as sinners need to confess and repent of our sins. Repenting is turning away. It is 
confession in action. 

 
Luke 15:3-10  And he spake this parable unto them, saying,  4  What man of you, having an 
hundred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and 
go after that which is lost, until he find it?  5  And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing.  6  And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and 
neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my sheep which was lost.  7  I say 
unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.  8  Either what woman having ten pieces 
of silver, if she lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and seek diligently till 
she find it?  9  And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and her neighbours together, 
saying, Rejoice with me; for I have found the piece which I had lost.  10  Likewise, I say unto you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 
 

When God’s children turn from their sins, their repentance is celebrated in heaven. 


