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Introduction  

1. 1. The text before us pertains to what is recorded in Genesis 27:1–4. 

a. How can it be said that Isaac blessed Jacob “by faith” when he determined rather to bless Esau?  

b. Not only that, but Isaac blessed Jacob because Jacob tricked Isaac into believing that he was 

Esau. 

2. The Holy Spirit selected this act of blessing of his sons as the evidence of Isaac’s faith.  

The Puritan John Owen wrote that there is no other story in Scripture so filled with “intricacies and 

difficulties, as unto a right judgment of the thing related, though the matter of fact be clearly and 

distinctly set down” (Exposition of Hebrews, v. 7, p. 120).  

I. Intricacies and Difficulties 

1. This story illustrates the great need for God’s people to be watchful and vigilant in order “that we 

would not be outwitted by Satan; for we are not ignorant of his designs” (2 Cor. 2:11). 

a. Again, we point to Gen. 3:15 and Satan’s continual effort to thwart the coming of the seed of the 

woman who would bring about his demise. 

b. This seed war is played out over and over in the OT and, in this instance, as it relates to two sons 

2.  Genesis 25:23 records God’s answer to Rebekah’s request for the reason the twins in her womb 

struggled. 

a. Two nations and people groups were prophetically represented by these children yet in the womb. 

b. One, Esau, would be stronger than the other, but— 

c. The elder, Esau, was to serve (yield his privilege as firstborn) to his younger brother, Jacob, ac-

cording to God’s sovereign purpose (note v. 40; 2 Sam. 8:14; Psa. 60:8, 9; 2 Kings 8:20). 

3. We assume that Isaac was aware of this revelation; although Scripture does not say so. 

a. Nevertheless, we read, “Isaac loved Esau because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob” 

(Gen. 25:28). Family favoritism is a sad, but oft-repeated error, always accompanied with sad re-

sults. 

b. We can only speculate on the motive that led Isaac to bless Esau in spite of the clearly revealed 

will of God in the matter. 

4. One clue presents itself in 27:1: “Isaac was old and his eyes were dim” (cf. Deut. 34:7). 

a. Although the dimness refers to his physical sight, Scripture drives the reader to look deeper into 

the spiritual sense as well (2 Pet. 1:8, 9). 

b. We can also observe that Isaac had fallen into a low spiritual state because the motive of his love 

for Esau centered in his fleshly craving of the “delicious food” Esau’s hunting skills provided 

(27:4). 

c. The NT clearly teaches that spiritual discernment is connected to denying self and abiding in 

Christ (John 8:12; Rom. 8:8, 13). 

d. We must also be careful not to attribute Isaac’s intentions to presumptuous  sin and rebellion 

against God’s purpose, but what we can say is that, in his dull spiritual state, had he proceeded 

with his purpose, he would have thwarted God’s will. 



e. Satan’s effort to stop the seed of the woman would have succeeded (Deut. 32:9). 

5. Rebekah, however, acted to prevent the blessing of Esau by a ruse to disguise Jacob and fool Isaac. 

a. We would like to believe that her motive was to ensure God’s purpose, but her actions belie that 

she, too, was motivated by her favoritism for Jacob. 

b. Did she not first appeal to Isaac? The Bible is silent, but blame rests on Isaac for failing to love 

Rebekah in a way as to cleanse and guard her spiritually (Eph. 5:25–28). 

II. Sovereign Design 

1. Here is where things get sticky. 

a. Did God condone the lies and deception of Rebekah and Jacob to assure that His will would be 

done? 

b. Hebrews also tells us that Isaac’s blessing of Jacob was done in faith. How so? 

2. God has and will use failure, disobedience, sin, and carnal motives to accomplish His will while ful-

ly condemning and judging all such wrong. 

a. God is sovereign, and His purposes will be done (Prov. 19:21). 

b. His sovereign design is also demonstrated in that He often turns the normal and accepted standard 

on its head as seen in His taking the younger before the elder (Rom. 9:6–16). 

III. Spiritual Clarification 

1. We need to read very carefully what Hebrews 11:20 says.  

a. When the deception was discovered, Isaac remained firm in his act of blessing Jacob: “I have 

blessed him. Yes, and he shall be blessed” (Gen. 27:33b). 

b. The revelation shook Isaac to the core (v. 33a), but then his awakened faith acted to make him 

firm as a rock (Psa. 37:24). 

2. Although the blessings pronounced on both sons seem on the surface to be similar, they are vastly 

different. 

a. The blessings, though temporal, were future and spiritual in nature, reflecting the difference in the 

spiritual character of each. 

b. Jacob becomes Israel; Esau remains Esau (see Heb. 12:15–17). 

What This Means for Us  

1. There is great comfort in the understanding that our weakness and failures cannot prevent the will of 

God.   

2. There is also a great warning for us not to allow the flesh to divert us away from God’s direction by 

which we will not glorify His name. 

3. True faith is resolute and firm, resting on God’s immutable purpose to defeat lawlessness and evil 

and to restore righteousness and holiness to a renewed earth (Heb. 12:22–24). 


