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Message:   A Day of Deliverance
Text:          Esther 9:1-19

Introduction

  A.  One of the metaphors that comes to mind when considering the profitability of all 66 books 
of the Bible is a tool box full of 66 different tools, all made to meet various situations.  
Some, like hammers or screw drivers we might use more frequently than allen wrenches.  
But when a situation calls for an allen wrench, we won’t make progress without it.

  B.  The book of Esther, like all of the God-inspired books of the Bible, is profitable in giving us 
the wisdom to put our faith and trust in the Lord, a wisdom that equips us for every good 
work of faith in the Lord, a wisdom that leads to salvation through faith through faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.  As Christ inspired His apostle Paul to write to Timothy ...

2 Timothy 3:15   and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which
are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in
Christ Jesus.  All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for 16

reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness;  so that the man of God may be 17

adequate, equipped for every good work. 

  C.  In the gospel of John and many other sacred books, God records His signs and wonders to 
produce, sustain, and strengthen our faith in Him.  But God inspired the book of Esther to 
be written without any mention of God, Scripture, prayer, or miraculous signs and 
wonders, to specifically produce, sustain, and strengthen our faith in Him when He is 
hidden to the naked eye.  God is causing us to look more consciously at what appears 
ordinary or coincidental to see the sovereign hand of God, of Christ working in our lives 
and behind all that occurs in all creation. It draws our attention to the providence of God
in a way some other books do with perhaps less emphasis due to other emphases.

  D.  The way God has inspired the author of Esther to communicate this truth to us is through 
several means ...

      1.  satire/irony - poking fun at the folly of those who, thinking they are in control, oppose 
God’s people and purposes.

      2.  extreme reversal of fortunes between the righteous and the wicked
      3.  apparent coincidences that are too extraordinary to be truly coincidental to those with eyes 

of faith.

  E.  As we come near to the end of this book, God shows us an ironic, climactic reversal of 
fortunes between His people, the Jews, and those who hated and planned to destroy them.

I.  9:1-5   An ironic, climactic reversal of fortunes by the providential hand of God.



  A.  9:1 On the very day Haman, by casting a lot (dice, Pur in Persian), determined to annihilate 
all the Jews in the empire, the Jews gained the upper hand over their enemies.

Esther 9:1   Now in the twelfth month (that is, the month Adar), on the thirteenth day
when the king's command and edict were about to be executed, on the day when the
enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery over them, it was turned to the
contrary so that the Jews themselves gained the mastery over those who hated them. 

      1.  Haman had cast a Pur, a lot, to determine what day of the year would be his “lucky day,” a 
day when his wicked plan would be successful.

Esther 3:7   In the first month, which is the month Nisan, in the twelfth year of King
Ahasuerus, Pur, that is the lot, was cast before Haman from day to day and from month
to month, until the twelfth month, that is the month Adar.

Esther 3:13  Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces to destroy, to kill and
to annihilate all the Jews, both young and old, women and children, in one day, the
thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and to seize their
possessions as plunder. 

      2.  God’s people reading Esther would recognize from those Scriptures already written that 
the Lord’s providential hand was over the determined date and this reversal of fortunes.  
Neither Haman nor his gods or superstitions were in control.  God is sovereign over 
everything - even the roll of the dice.

Proverbs 16:33   The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. 

  B.  9:2   God’s people reading Esther would recognize God’s sovereign hand behind the dread 
of the Jews falling on all peoples, because God had caused this to happen before in 
Israel’s history.

Esther 9:2  The Jews assembled in their cities throughout all the provinces of King
Ahasuerus to lay hands on those who sought their harm; and no one could stand before
them, for the dread of them had fallen on all the peoples. 

Deuteronomy 2:25   'This day I will begin to put the dread and fear of you upon the
peoples everywhere under the heavens, who, when they hear the report of you, will
tremble and be in anguish because of you.' 

Joshua 2:9 (Rahab) said to the men, "I know that the LORD has given you the land, and
that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have
melted away before you. ...  ... our hearts melted and no courage remained in any man 11

any longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on
earth beneath.” 



Joshua 21:43   So the LORD gave Israel all the land which He had sworn to give to their
fathers, and they possessed it and lived in it.  And the LORD gave them rest on every 44

side, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers, and no one of all their enemies
stood before them; the LORD gave all their enemies into their hand.

Joshua 23:9   "For the LORD has driven out great and strong nations from before
you; and as for you, no man has stood before you to this day.  "One of your men puts 10

to flight a thousand, for the LORD your God is He who fights for you, just as He
promised you. 

  C.  9:3-5   The dread of the Jews and Mordecai whom God elevated caused the Persian leaders 
in the provinces to assist the Jews in defeating and destroying their enemies.  How they 
assisted - weaponizing, intel, military assistance - is not specified.  But they realized that 
there was much greater risk in opposing the edict of a living Mordecai than a dead 
Haman.

Esther 9:3  Even all the princes of the provinces, the satraps, the governors and those
who were doing the king's business assisted the Jews, because the dread of Mordecai
had fallen on them.  Indeed, Mordecai was great in the king's house, and his fame 4

spread throughout all the provinces; for the man Mordecai became greater and greater. 5

Thus the Jews struck all their enemies with the sword, killing and destroying; and they
did what they pleased to those who hated them. 

  D.  May God give us a holy fear of Him and His Son Jesus, whom He has exalted to His right 
hand as Lord.  The fear of the Lord is the beginning of that wisdom that leads to salvation 
through faith in Jesus.

Proverbs 8:13   The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil
way and the perverted mouth, I hate.

Proverbs 14:27   The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life, that one may avoid the snares
of death. 

Psalm 34:9  O fear the LORD, you His saints; For to those who fear Him there is no want. 

II.  9:6-15   God will break the pride of man.

  A.  9:6-10  Those in Susa who sided with Haman in his plot to destroy the Jews were 
\ themselves destroyed.

Esther 9:6   At the citadel in Susa the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men, 7

and Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha,  Poratha, Adalia, Aridatha,  Parmashta, Arisai, 8  9

Aridai and Vaizatha,  the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Jews' 10

enemy; but they did not lay their hands on the plunder. 



  B.  All in which Haman boasted, his status, riches, sons, were lost to him. 

Esther 5:11  Then Haman recounted to them the glory of his riches, and the number of his sons,
and every instance where the king had magnified him and how he had promoted him above the
princes and servants of the king. 

  C.  9:11-15 The pride of Haman, his sons, was put to humiliation and shame - hung high on the gallows 
for all to see.  What are our children to us - instruments of pride and pawns through which we live 
out our unfulfilled and self-exalting dreams?  What makes us proud of them?  What will it profit 
them if they gain the whole world and lose their souls?  Haman’s legacy - his influence, his estate, 
his sons - was brought to nothing.  He left his sons no refuge.

Esther 9:11  On that day the number of those who were killed at the citadel in Susa was reported
to the king.  The king said to Queen Esther, "The Jews have killed and destroyed five 12

hundred men and the ten sons of Haman at the citadel in Susa. What then have they done in
the rest of the king's provinces! Now what is your petition? It shall even be granted you. And what
is your further request? It shall also be done."  Then said Esther, "If it pleases the king, let 13

tomorrow also be granted to the Jews who are in Susa to do according to the edict of today; and
let Haman's ten sons be hanged on the gallows."  So the king commanded that it should be done 14

so; and an edict was issued in Susa, and Haman's ten sons were hanged.  The Jews who were 15

in Susa assembled also on the fourteenth day of the month Adar and killed three hundred men in
Susa, but they did not lay their hands on the plunder. 

Luke 9:25   "For what is a man profited if he gains the whole world, and loses or forfeits 
himself?

Proverbs 14:26   In the fear of the LORD there is strong confidence, and his children will have
refuge. 

  D.  Those reading Esther in the light of the Scriptures would know it was God who broke the objects of   
   Haman’s pride in the dust.

Isaiah 2:12   For the LORD of hosts will have a day against everyone who is proud and lofty
and against everyone who is lifted up, that he may be abased. ...  The pride of man will be  17

humbled and the loftiness of men will be abased; And the LORD alone will be exalted in that
day, 

III.  9:16-19   The Lord leads His people to victory.

  A.  9:16   As God used his people to triumph over His/their enemies in Persia, so Christ will lead His 
people in victory over His/their enemies at Christ’s return.

      1.  God used His people to inflict an intermediate judgment upon His enemies.

Esther 9:16   Now the rest of the Jews who were in the king's provinces assembled, to defend their



lives and rid themselves of their enemies, and kill 75,000 of those who hated them; but they did
not lay their hands on the plunder. 

Esther 9:10  the ten sons of Haman the son of Hammedatha, the Jews' enemy; but they did not
lay their hands on the plunder. 

  a.  Their motivation was not due to coveting the wealth of others, for we are told a second time 
(for emphasis, 9:10) that the Jews did not lay hands on the plunder.

  b.  Their first king, Saul, and his people coveted and kept the best of the plunder, along with king 
Agag, (1 Samuel 15:8,9) when God told them to destroy the Amalekites and their 
possessions.  All of the Jews in the empire chose not to replicate what their forefathers did, 
even though Mordecai’s edict allowed it.  This indicates that this judgment on their 
enemies was ultimately the judgment of God by the hand of God.

1 Samuel 15:8  He captured Agag the king of the Amalekites alive, and utterly destroyed
all the people with the edge of the sword.  But Saul and the people spared Agag and 9

the best of the sheep, the oxen, the fatlings, the lambs, and all that was good, and were
not willing to destroy them utterly; but everything despised and worthless, that they utterly
destroyed.  Then the word of the LORD came to Samuel, saying,  "I regret that I have 10  11

made Saul king, for he has turned back from following Me and has not carried out My
commands."

      2.  One day Christ will return in glorious power to destroy His enemies creation-wide, and his saints 
will share in the victory with Him.

Malachi 4:1   "For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and
every evildoer will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze," says the LORD of
hosts, "so that it will leave them neither root nor branch."  "But for you who fear My name, the 2

sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like
calves from the stall.  "You will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles 3

of your feet on the day which I am preparing," says the LORD of hosts. 

Revelation 19:11  And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and wages war. ...  And the armies 14

which are in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, were following Him on white
horses.  From His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may strike down the nations, 15

and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God,
the Almighty.  And on His robe and on His thigh He has a name written, "KING OF KINGS, 16

AND LORD OF LORDS." 

  B.  9:17-19  On the day the Lord brought victory, He turned their fasting into feasting, their sorrow into 
joy.

Esther 9:17   This was done on the thirteenth day of the month Adar, and on the fourteenth day



they rested and made it a day of feasting and rejoicing.  But the Jews who were in Susa 18

assembled on the thirteenth and the fourteenth of the same month, and they rested on the fifteenth
day and made it a day of feasting and rejoicing.  Therefore the Jews of the rural areas, who 19

live in the rural towns, make the fourteenth day of the month Adar a holiday for rejoicing and
feasting and sending portions of food to one another. 

  C.  They, through the Scriptures already written, could know that the hand of their unseen God did this.

Jeremiah 31:13   "Then the virgin will rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old,
together, for I will turn their mourning into joy and will comfort them and give them joy for
their sorrow.  "... my people will be satisfied with My goodness," declares the LORD.  14

  D.  And now we, having all of the Scriptures, can read Esther knowing that the unseen hand of God 
working in Esther’s day is still working in our own day and in our own lives to one day in Christ, 
wipe away every tear from our eyes and turn our sorrow into everlasting joy.  What He did 
repeatedly in seasons for the Jews, He will do forever for the people He purchased with His blood 
from every nation, language, and people!

Revelation 21:3  And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God
is among men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself
will be among them,  and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no 4

longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have
passed away."  And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all things new." And 5

He said, "Write, for these words are faithful and true."

Conclusion:   Now in light of the Scriptures revealed to us, Esther, like all of God’s sacred writings, 
gives us the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith in Jesus Christ, whose sovereign hand is 
working all things for His glory and for the eternal blessing and joy of His people.
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