
July 16, 2017 

The Roots of Christian Courage 
1 Timothy 6:11-16 

In God’s family men and women embrace their solemn duty and cultivate the courage that comes 
from trusting God.  

LTS: Psa. 130 

      I have decided to retitle this message “The Roots of Christian Courage.”  This is an important 
topic for us because as Christians we are all called to do things and say things that require more 
courage than most of us naturally have. It takes, for example, courage to share the gospel with a 
friend or family member. It takes courage to stand upon your convictions. It takes courage to 
leave everything and everyone you love to serve on some foreign field as a missionary. It takes 
courage to confront a friend whom you know has sinned. Moreover, it takes real courage to 
confess sin when you are guilty of it. All of these and more require significant courage.  

     Timothy was no different than us in this regard. He struggled with fear in his ministry 
assignment at the church of Ephesus. In 2 Tim 1:7 Paul reminded Timothy that “God has not 
given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.”  Timothy needed courage. He 
needed courage to confront the false teachers.  This may have been an especially difficult 
assignment since Timothy was a younger man. That’s why Paul told him, “Don’t let anyone 
disparage your youth” (1 Tim. 4:12). It’s hard when you are a young pastor to find yourself 
needing to confront an older man. But sometimes that’s what Christian duty demands, and that 
takes courage.  

     But you know, I believe if we look at the lives of Jesus and the apostles we should conclude 
that Christians ought to be the most courageous people in the world. But where does Christian 
Courage come from? For many courage is all about self-confidence. Some others it is rooted in 
extraordinary ability or personality. But this is not the kind of courage Timothy needed and it is 
never the kind of courage God requires of us. In fact, quite the opposite. Nowhere in the Bible 
are we called to trust in ourselves, believe in ourselves, or look for sufficiency in ourselves. On 
the contrary, we are always called to find courage in the presence, power, and Person of God.   

 Timothy had been given his instructions. He had a duty to fulfill. But fulfilling his duty was 
going to take courage. In the text before us this morning we see two things: 

1. The Believer’s Solemn Duty:   

2. The Believer’s Source of Courage: 



Read 1 Timothy 6:11-16 

I. The Believer’s Solemn Duty:   
1. It will pay us to reflect on the context here. Paul us warning Timothy not to follow the 
example of the false teachers and many professing Christians who have fallen into the snare of 
loving money. Through this craving, Paul says (10) that some have wandered away from the faith 
and pierced themselves with many pangs. 

2. “But you, O man of God (11).  And here is where we saw the “Three F’s,” namely, “Flee,” 
“Follow,” “Fight.”  Read v. 11 

3. Then in v. 12 Paul commands him to “Fight the good fight of faith.” This was the Timothy’s 
duty. God had given him a difficult assignment. He would not be loved by the false teachers for 
confronting them on their error. He would not be appreciated for Following (Pursuing) the fruit 
of the Spirit, or fighting for faith. But it was His duty as a “man of God.” And if there were any 
doubt that it was his duty, we need only read the next verse.  

Read v. 13 

4. When Paul says, “I charge you,” he is giving Timothy a command. But this isn’t the first time 
that Paul does this.  

A. 1:18, This charge I entrust to you, Timothy, my child, in accordance with the prophecies 
previously made about you, that by them you may wage the good warfare…” 

B. 5:21, “In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of the elect angels I charge you to 
keep these rules without prejudging, doing nothing from partiality.” 

5. And now here (6:13) Paul is giving him a solemn charge once again. It’s the equivalent of a 
military order. And he is doing it before witnesses. In v. 12 Timothy is said to have made his 
good confession about his trust in Jesus as the Messiah at his baptism. That would have been 
done in front of witnesses; namely, the men and women in his home church. Now, when Paul is 
laying down this solemn charge – Timothy’s sworn duty – witnesses are once again present 
though they are also invisible. 

A. God who gives life to all things. 

1) One of the witnesses to this charge is the divine and eternal Person who is the 
source of Timothy’s very life.  

2) The Psalmist said of God, “With you is the fountain of life” (Psa. 36:9). If there is 
anything in the universe that is alive, it’s because God is alive.  

3) Paul said to the philosophers on Mar’s Hill that it is God who “Gives to all, life, 
and breath, and everything.” 

4) The idea here is that Timothy has no need to be afraid. What can man do to you 



when the God who gives life is on your side? So take courage!  

B. Christ Jesus: 

1) And notice how he describes Jesus (v13). He is “Jesus Christ, who in his 
testimony before Pontius Pilate, made the good confession.” 

2) Pontius Pilate, you remember, was the Roman governor of Juda who ordered 
Jesus to be crucified.  

3) Jesus’ good confession was when Pilate asked Him, “Are you a king? (Mat. 
27:11). “The significance of this confession was that by saying it he solidified his 
guilt in the eyes of Pilate, the religious leaders, and the crowd – and thus 
established the grounds for His own crucifixion.   (Knight, 266) 

4) Paul is using Jesus as an example of how Christians are to courageously stand 
their ground in the face of fear to fulfill their God-given duty.  

5) The author of Hebrews does the same thing, when in Heb. 12:2, he writes, 
“looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set 
before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand 
of the throne of God.” 

6. Listen, Paul is attempting to stimulate moral courage in Timothy by the assurance that, first of 
all, He is in the hands of the one who gives and preserves life, and second, by the example of a 
man (Jesus) who put God’s life-giving power to the test when he stood before Pontius Pilate, 
made his confession, was executed, but then raised again on the third day. (GK. NT. P. 146). 

7. These are the witnesses of Paul’s solemn charge to Timothy. But what exactly was Paul 
charging him to do?  

Read 14 

8. Different scholars have offered different ideas about what this commandment is.   (Knight, 
266) 

A. The commandment given at Tim’s baptism 

B. One given at his ordination 

C. The injunction given here in 6:11-12 

D. The command to persevere in faith and ministry (4:16) 

E. All the charges given in this letter 

F. The gospel viewed as a rule of life. 

9. We get a hint at what this commandment is when we think about what Peter wrote in his 
second letter to the churches. In 2 Peter 2:21 Peter says,  



For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of 
righteousness than after knowing it to turn back from the holy commandment 
delivered to them.  

10. In this verse Peter equates the “holy commandment” with the “way of righteousness” which 
is a description of the Christian life considered as a body of ethical teaching. In 1 Timothy 6, It is 
likely that Paul is using it in the same way. The commandment is the totality of the Christian life. 
The commandment is to live and relate to others in a manner that is consistent with what God has 
said in His word. It means seeking to please the Lord in everything. It means “Proclaiming the 
excellencies of Christ in all things, to the glory of God in the joy of all peoples.” It takes courage 
to live this way! 

11. And notice specifically how Timothy was to live this way (14), “unstained and free from 
reproach until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  This, by the way, is the same standard 
that Paul has for elders in the local church. They life and character to be “above reproach.” They 
are to live out “the way of righteousness” without staining their reputation through sin and 
unbelief.   

12. It’s interesting to note that we normally think of charging one to keep an oath until death. But 
here Paul is charging Tim to keep the oath NOT until death, but until the return of Christ! Now, I 
don’t think that necessarily means Paul expected the Lord to return in his lifetime, but this is the 
typical language of expectation found in the NT.  From the earliest days Christians are taught to 
live as if we expect Jesus may arrive at any moment. Think about that. How would the 
knowledge that Jesus was coming back this week change the way you talk, and live, and plan 
this this afternoon? Would you start confessing sin to those you may have offended? Would you 
make every effort to share the gospel with every friend, enemy, and family member you know? 
Would you give significantly to those in need? How would it affect your life? (Well, that’s too 
convicting. Let’s move on) 

13. The word “Appearing” is a natural Jewish description in Greek for the revelation of God at 
the end time.   BDAG It is the root of our English word epiphany meaning “glorious 
manifestation. Usually, we think of the season of epiphany as Christmas when the Lord arrived 
as a babe in a manger (1 Tim. 1:10). But here Paul is talking about Jesus’ return (as he does again 
in 2 Tim. 4:1, 8). We don’t know when Jesus will return, but it will be glorious. And it will be 
according to the time set by the Father.  

14. The word for “time” is Kairos which means a fixed and definite time. Its important for us to 
remember that in the midst of all the confusion in this world, when it seems like Christianity is 
on the ropes, God is moving everything forward EXACTLY as planned. And Jesus will return at 
last just as He arrived at first; namely, in the fullness of time (Gal. 4:4) 



15. Our duty is to be faithful to Him every day while we await his appearing. This is Timothy’s 
solemn charge.  And it is every believer’s solemn charge. We need courage to fulfill this duty just 
as Timothy needed courage to fulfill his. But what does that courage come from?  

II. The Believer’s Source of Courage: 

1. Here in verse 15 Paul gets caught up in the wonder and glory of talking about Jesus and the 
Father and so he breaks into a verbal doxology here at the end of his letter.  

2. This was a common occurrence for Paul. Turn back with me to 1:17. Here we find a doxology 
at the beginning of the letter. “Doxology” comes from “doxa,” a GK word that means “Glory.” In 
1:17 Paul writes, “To the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God be honor and glory 
forever and ever. Amen.”  

Read 6:15b-16 

3. In a doxology the apostle always exalts in the attributes of God. And that’s what we see here. 
Paul is declaring the glory of God to Timothy (and to us) to remind us that though God’s calling 
upon our lives is above us, we have every reason to take courage because He is with us.  

4. Who is God?  

A. God is the “Blessed” God: 

1) Lock says the word “blessed” designates “God as containing all happiness in 
Himself and bestowing it on men. (Knight, 269) 

2) We serve a God who is always satisfied in Himself. He is the source of all 
blessedness. You will remember that each of the beatitudes in Matt. 5 begins with 
the word “Blessed.”  

• Blessed are the poor in Spirit.. 
• Blessed are those who mourn 
• Blessed are the meek 
• Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness 
• Blessed are the merciful 
• Blessed are the pure in heart. 

3) Our God is an infinite fountain of blessing because he is the blessed God.  

4) Thomas Watson wrote, “Genesis 17:1 says, "I am God Almighty."  The word 
Almighty signifies "Him who has sufficiency."  God is a whole ocean of 
blessedness, so that the soul, while it is bathing in it, cries in a divine ecstasy, "I 
have enough."  Here is fullness, but no excess. 



5) So take courage, beloved, the God who calls you to duty is the God who blesses 
you with grace upon grace, and endless mercies.  

B. God is Sovereign: 

1) “Only sovereign”: (dunastaes – from we get the English Dynasty). He is the only 
Ruler, or Potentate. Potentate seems best here because it comes from the GK word 
that means power (dunatace) and authority. It speaks of God as the absolute 
Ruler.  

2) That God is sovereign means that He is absolutely in control of all things. As 
Arthur Pink puts it, “To be sovereign means that he is “subject to none, influenced 
by none, independent; God does as He pleases. None can thwart Him, none can 
hinder him. As He said through Isaiah (46:10), “My counsel shall stand, and I will 
do all my pleasure.” And as Nebuchadnezzar said (Dan 4:35), “He does as He 
pleases in the powers of heaven and the people of earth and no one can hold back 
His hand or say to Him, “What have you done?” 

3) The invisible hand of providence is always working, always arranging, always 
moving to accomplish God’s will. (Russ Darr’s Airport story). 

4) So take courage, your Christian duty is empowered, directed, and protected by a 
sovereign God. 

  

C. God is “King of Kings and Lord of Lords”  

1) He is king of all who reign, and Lord of all who rule. When we speak of 
“Sovereignty” we are using the vocabulary of kings. But this King of ours (God 
the Father) is a king whose authority is infinitely higher than all others! The 
phrase “king of Kings and Lord of Lords” is used in the NT 3x  and usually refers 
to Jesus. But here it is speaking of God the Father.  

2) Taken in its entirety it means that God has full control over all who exercise 
control. In our day, this is tremendously encouraging!  
• Donald Trump is not in control 
• The Dems are not in control 
• The Reps are no in control 
• Vladimir Putin not in control 
• Kim Jon Un is not in control.  
• These human leaders may be kings and rulers in their own rite, but they are 

all – without exception – overruled by One who has all power and all 



authority and who can turn each of their hearts as easily as a child can 
channel running water through his little hand.  

3) So take courage! You have no one to fear, for God reigns over all.  

D. God Alone Possesses Immortality: 

1) Immortality: (athanatos) “not able to die,” “not subject to death”. Only God has 
immortality as an essential and inherent part of His being. He has endless 
existence. Because God is not subject to death, when Jesus Christ returns, we 
shall share His immortality (1 Cor. 15:50-58). Our future immortality is derived 
from His 

2) Bound up in this doctrine is the truth that since God sovereignly reigns over 
everything and never fails to accomplish his holy will, you are absolutely 
immortal until the moment God has ordained to call you home. So take risks! 
Spend and be spent for God! Say things you are afraid to say! Do things you are 
afraid to do! Sacrifice things you are afraid to sacrifice! Because no one can take 
your life away without God’s approval. And then, when you die, you will discover 
that death was merely a doorway to eternal life – Immortality! 

3) So take courage! Fight the good fight of faith and never give up. “We need not 
fear in life because God is the Ruler of all. And we need to fear in death, because 
He shares His immortality with us.  

E. God Dwells in Unapproachable Light: 

1) This is the manifestation of His holiness. Light characterizes his very existence. 
But that light is unapproachable.   

2) No man has seen or can see. Not even Moses was able to see God’s face, though 
He had the privilege of speaking to Him directly. (Ex. 33:18-23). 

3) Paul is reflecting the OT truth that God is so HOLY mankind cannot see God and 
live (Ex. 33:20 “You cannot see my face; for no one can see me and live”).  

4) Isaiah 6. 

5) The amazing thing is that in Christ we now have access to God. The author of 
Hebrews repeatedly exhorted his readers to “Hold fast” to their confession, and 
“Draw near” to the throne of grace where we can find grace and help in our time 
of need” (Heb. 4:12). 

6) In the beatitudes, Jesus said, “Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall… ‘See 
God.” 



7) So take courage! The thrice-Holy God invited you to draw near in Christ where 
you have access to all that you need. 

5. No wonder Paul concludes by declaring, “To Him be honor and eternal dominion… Amen! 

Conclusion: 
      If you don’t know the Lord Jesus Christ then you should know that Christ’s gospel invites 
you to know God in these ways. As long as you live apart from God you have reason to fear God 
because of the attributes that Paul list’s here. Contrary to what our culture thinks about God, His 
eternal goodness is not for everyone. Being close to Him is a gloriously wonderful thing only to 
those who approach Him through the death and righteousness of His Son. You must come to him 
through Jesus. Moreover, Jesus invites you to come: “Come to me all you who are weary and 
burdened with a heavy load. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me for I am gentle and 
lowly at heart and you will find rest for your souls.” 


