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Faith in Action: Moses 
Hebrews 11:20-29 

 

Waiting and Waiting 

 Isaac, Jacob, Esau and Joseph all die in faith without 

receiving the land God promised to their common ancestor: 

Abraham 

 400+ years pass and it seems like the clock is no longer 

ticking on God’s fulfillment of His promise 

 BUT... God’s clock is always ticking whether we hear it 

or not! 

 The sound of God’s clock ticking suddenly becomes audible 

again with the appearance of Moses on the stage of 

redemptive history 

Moses’ Background 

 One of the OT’s most towering figures 

 though Moses is closely associated with God’s Law, the 

picture of him we are given here reminds us over and 

over again that he lived by faith, not by legalism 

 God’s way has ALWAYS been the way of faith 

 Born into a faithful family 

 Moses’ parents acted on behalf of their son’s welfare 

because of their faith 

 v. 22, Moses’ parents were not afraid of the king’s edict 

 they have strength to ignore the pressure and possible 

penalty that come when living the world’s way 

collides with living God’s way 

 willing to risk their lives to follow God’s way 

 God uses Moses’ mother to build into him the faith 

that becomes the outstanding characteristic of his life 

 A reminder to parents 

Moses’ Faith 

 Moses comes to a crossroads when he is 40 

 live as a loyal, full-fledged Egyptian? 

 identify with and join the ranks of the enslaved 

Israelites? 

 the back story: Exodus 2:11-15 

 Moses’ heart is with his people 

 Moses has a sense of God’s special mission and ministry 

for him (Acts 7:25) 

 though his fellow countrymen do not understand Moses’ 

mission, Moses does 

 Moses gives up his position and prestige to align himself 

with the plight of his people 

 what the world calls great has nothing to do with what 

God calls great 



 Moses has a choice: he can obey OR disobey 

 v. 25, the fleeting pleasures of sin 

 it is always an act of faith to believe that if we do what 

God wants we will be immeasurably better off in the end 

 Moses identifies with God’s Messiah and Messiah’s people 

and purpose long before Jesus comes to earth 

 when Israel suffers, Messiah suffers with her 

 when Moses suffers, Messiah suffers with him 

 though Moses does not yet know Christ personally, he  

chooses to align his life and priorities with Him 

 Everyone who lives for God and turns his/her back on the 

world’s way will be persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12) 

 cf. Acts 5:41, 1 Peter 4:14 

 God’s reward is always greater than the world’s reward 

Moses’ Ministry 

 By faith, Moses leaves Egypt (v. 27) 

 though Moses does fear the retribution and punishment 

he deserves from Pharaoh for killing a man, he is driven 

by faith, not fear 

 fear is one of Satan’s most used and most effective 

weapons against us 

 fear is a great pressure, but true faith does not fold under 

the world’s pressure 

 From the palace of Pharaoh to the Midian desert! 

 Moses spends 40 years watching over his father-in-law’s 

sheep 

 in the midst of all that, God breaks in (His clock is 

always ticking!) 

 God redeploys Moses to Egypt to lead Israel out of slavery 

and bondage to the land God promised almost 500 years 

earlier to Abraham and his descendants 

 by faith, Moses responds 

 Moses faces repeated confrontations with both Pharaoh 

and his own people 

 By faith, Moses and the people cross the Red Sea 

 The test of faith is trusting God when all we have are His 

promises 

 Personal Application 

1. How able are you to continue on “in faith” when you are 

unable to hear the sound of “God’s clock ticking”? What 

was it that sustained God’s people for so many centuries as 

they waited for God’s promise to be fulfilled?  

2. What fleeting pleasures of sin are most likely to derail you 

and cause you to choose disobedience instead of 

obedience? 

3. God promises that all who live for Him by turning their 

back on the world’s way will be persecuted (2 Tim 3:12). 

How has this truth become evident in your life? What is 

your reaction to THIS promise of God? 


