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KJV – Genesis 48:1-22 

 

“Manasseh and Ephraim” 

Introduction: 
 
     Genesis chapter 47 ends with this verse: And he said, Swear unto me. And he sware unto him. And 
Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head. 
 
     Of all the experiences in Jacob’s life, it is this one that is referenced later in the great faith chapter 
of the New Testament book of Hebrews; Jacob’s speech and his actions just before he died.  
 
Hebrews 11:21 
 

21 By faith Jacob, when he was a dying, blessed both the sons of Joseph; and worshipped, leaning upon 
the top of his staff. 
 
     In fact, it is what Jacob would say just before he died that takes up of the rest of most of book of 
Genesis. Those who will be honored for their faith are those who continue to do the will of God and 
communicate the truth of God until the very end. Not only will they be honored and benefit from 
this but their family as well as all those that come into contact with them that see the actions of 
their faith. They too will benefit from this.  
 
     So remember as we have seen from the life of Abraham, Isaac and now Jacob; age is never an 
acceptable excuse for sin, a lack of commitment or a lack of focus on God’s Word.  
 
Genesis 48:1 

1 And it came to pass after these things, that one told Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick: and he took 
with him his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim. 

     The Hebrew word “sick” is one that means Jacob was worn down in strength and is  
dying due to some sickness or disease (Gesenius, Hebrew Lexicon, p. 279). Obviously  
this sickness was what God was going to use to take Jacob into eternity (Genesis 47:29). We need  
to doctrinally understand this point, sometimes sickness or disease is part of the process God uses 
to take an honored believer home.  
 
Joseph immediately took his two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, to see him. Keep in mind  
that these boys are the offspring of Joseph and Asenath, the daughter of a heathen Egyptian priest 
(Genesis 41:50-52). These two are not pure Israelite and Joseph was very concerned about what 
would happen to them. 
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     Keep in mind that Joseph is a very busy man; he is still second in command over all of Egypt. He 
is not living in Goshen with the rest of his family and his father. He had duties and responsibilities 
to fulfill elsewhere. But when he learned that his father was sick and was going to die he 
immediately went to see him and took Manasseh and Ephraim with him.  
 
     This was close to a 40 to 50 mile trip to Goshen, possibly by chariot which would be an estimated 
time of four to five hours without stops. But Joseph stopped what he was doing, and immediately 
left to go see his father.  
 
Genesis 48:2 

2 And one told Jacob, and said, Behold, thy son Joseph cometh unto thee: and Israel strengthened 
himself, and sat upon the bed. 

     When we compare the statement of Hebrews 11:21 with this, we may assume that Jacob, who 
obviously was very weak, mustered enough strength to sit up, move to the side of the bed and lean 
on his staff. He did this being very old and very sick, which was a major act of faith in order to make 
a statement for God and to worship God. 

Genesis 48:3-4 

3 And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty appeared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and 
blessed me, 

4 And said unto me, Behold, I will make thee fruitful, and multiply thee, and I will make of thee a 
multitude of people; and will give this land to thy seed after thee for an everlasting possession. 

     In Jacob’s final moments of his life he remembered and proclaimed the promises of God. He told 
his son Joseph and his two grandson’s Manasseh and Ephraim what the LORD God had told him at 
that place called Luz in which he awoke from his ladder vision and proclaimed “Surely the LORD is 
in this place and I knew it not.” Jacob renamed Luz, Beth-El which means “the House of God.”  

     Even though Jacob nor his seed had received the Promised Land, nor has it yet to be fulfilled to 
this day, it will be and Jacob trusted God at His Word and proclaimed this promise unto Joseph, 
Manasseh and Ephraim. Even in his weakest moments of death Jacob still trusted God and took Him 
at His Word. 

Genesis 48:5-7 

5 And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt before 
I came unto thee into Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they shall be mine. 

6 And thy issue, which thou begettest after them, shall be thine, and shall be called after the name of 
their brethren in their inheritance. 

7 And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel died by me in the land of Canaan in the way, when 
yet there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath: and I buried her there in the way of Ephrath; the 
same is Bethlehem. 
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     After summarizing God’s affirmation of the Abrahamic Covenant to himself, Jacob “Israel,” in 
gratitude for Joseph’s great generosity and preservation of God’s people Jacob proclaims adoption 
of Joseph’s two sons, Manasseh and Ephraim on a level with Reuben and Simeon.  

Genesis 48:8-14 

8 And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said, Who are these? 

9 And Joseph said unto his father, They are my sons, whom God hath given me in this place. And he said, 
Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will bless them. 

10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he could not see. And he brought them near unto 
him; and he kissed them, and embraced them. 

11 And Israel said unto Joseph, I had not thought to see thy face: and, lo, God hath shewed me also thy 
seed. 

12 And Joseph brought them out from between his knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the 
earth. 

13 And Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his 
left hand toward Israel's right hand, and brought them near unto him. 

14 And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it upon Ephraim's head, who was the younger, and 
his left hand upon Manasseh's head, guiding his hands wittingly; for Manasseh was the firstborn. 

     With poor eyesight, Jacob asked Joseph who are these. He instructed Joseph to bring them in unto 
him so that he could bless them. When the boys were brought into him Jacob, he kissed and 
embraced them. This act showed that they were accepted as full sons.  

     Verse 13 is very important - Manasseh was the oldest son and Ephraim was the younger son. 
Since Joseph was standing in front of Israel, the right hand of Israel should go on the eldest son 
Manasseh and the left hand should go on the youngest son Ephraim. Joseph did everything in his 
power to orchestrate this, but directing Ephraim to Jacob’s left hand and Manasseh to Jacob’s right 
hand. 

     Verse 14 makes it very clear that Jacob crossed his hands and he did this wittingly. Being guided 
by God and knowing the will of God, he reverses his hands. His right hand goes upon the younger 
son Ephraim and his left hand goes upon Manasseh. Concerning these matters Jacob knew more 
about the will of God than Joseph did and he was concerned that God’s will be done until the end of 
his life. 

Genesis 48:15-16 

15 And he blessed Joseph, and said, God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk, the God 
which fed me all my life long unto this day, 
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16 The Angel which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads; and let my name be named on them, and 
the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the 
earth. 

     With his hands upon the grandsons, Jacob blesses Joseph as he begins to utter the prayer-wish 
for Joseph, which indicated by his wording that these two would be taking Joseph’s place under the 
Abrahamic Covenant for the promises.  

     Pessimism and doubt no longer overshadowed Jacob’s testimony; he recognized that every day 
of his life he had been under God’s hand or that of His Angel. In the Hebrew text, there is an article 
“the” before the noun “angel” which means Jacob is thinking of a particular angel who had delivered 
him from “all” evil. There is only one angel capable of doing this and that is “the angel of the LORD” 
Who is none other than Jesus Christ. 

Genesis 48:17-18 

17 And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him: 
and he held up his father's hand, to remove it from Ephraim's head unto Manasseh's head. 

18 And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father: for this is the firstborn; put thy right hand upon 
his head. 

     Joseph had carefully choreographed this moment by putting Manasseh the oldest on Israel’s right 
side and the youngest Ephraim on his left side, in the attempts to control which one would receive 
the right hand of the blessing. Jacob purposely crossed his hands to render the right hand to the 
youngest son. Joseph was so upset with this he actually grabbed his father’s hands and attempted to 
reverse them.  

Genesis 48:19 

19 And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, I know it: he also shall become a people, and he 
also shall be great: but truly his younger brother shall be greater than he, and his seed shall become a 
multitude of nations. 

     Jacob knew exactly what he was doing. Joseph who was only being a faithful father bids a 
reversal. Yet Jacob willing the will of God in this matter is unwilling to change. By faith, he was 
standing his ground against his own son in the final hours of his life because he is defending the 
Word of God and Program of God even against the son he loved the most.  

Genesis 48:20-22 

20 And he blessed them that day, saying, In thee shall Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim 
and as Manasseh: and he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 

21 And Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but God shall be with you, and bring you again unto the 
land of your fathers. 
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22 Moreover I have given to thee one portion above thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the 
Amorite with my sword and with my bow. 

     Verse 20 shows that Jacob knew God’s plan for the two sons of Joseph, Ephraim and Manasseh. 
Verse 21 shows that Jacob also knew God’s plan for himself that he should soon die. But it further 
shows that he knew the plan for the entire nation of Israel that God would one day bring them again 
unto the land of your fathers.  

     We see in the last days of Jacob that he has become a man truly focused on doing God’s will and 
worshipping God. Because of his faith and trust in his redeemer who delivered him from evil. A lot 
can be learned from this man’s life because at this point he has developed into a senior saint.  

     The younger generation of today needs these senior saints as an example, those who will 
demonstrate a total confidence in God, who know the Word of God and count Him faithful. To stand 
firm in their faith and defend the faith as Jacob did until they leave this world for their Promised 
Land.  


