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Once again, I do just want to welcome everybody that's here. I'm very encouraged, very 
excited. I'm just getting emails day by day from people asking about our fellowship 
locally and saying, "What do you believe? Tell me when the services are." Things of that 
nature, and I know some of you have even contacted us this week, so we're really glad 
that you're here. Our purpose here is so very simple, it's simply the proclamation of God's 
word and the growth of the body of Christ, and we've sought to develop that here in our 
early weeks of fellowship by teaching through verse by verse the book of 1 John, and if 
you would turn in your Bibles to the book of 1 John, you're going to join a series that has 
already been in progress for a couple of months and has a few more months yet to go in 
it, and so we're coming back our study of 1 John this morning.

You know, the Apostle John made his purposes in writing this letter very clear. He said in 
chapter 1, verse 4, I write, "so that our joy may be made complete." And in chapter 2, 
verse 1, he wrote and said, "My little children, I write so that you may not sin." Then in 
chapter 5, verse 13, he said, "I have written these things do you know the name of the 
Son of God that you might know that you have eternal life." So his teaching here is not a 
kind of external moralistic behavior modification program, he's writing to accomplish 
specific spiritual goals in the lives of those who know the Lord Jesus Christ. He was 
writing at this time back when he was about 90 years old and at the end of the first 
century, Christ had ascended into heaven some 50 or 60 years earlier, and he was writing 
to believers who were being beleaguered by false teachers who had come and infiltrated 
the body and separated some of them out and it was a bit of a spiritual mess and he was 
writing with apostolic authority to correct the problem, and to strengthen the true 
believers, and to help them have discernment away from the false teachers and to give 
them the assurance that walking in the simplicity of truth is the true mark of being a real 
believer and so that's what we're going to see in the days and weeks to come.

Now, last week, for those of you that weren't here, we finished chapter 1. We raced 
through it in like seven or eight messages, I think, and now we're coming to chapter 2, 
verses 1 and 2, which is a very pivotal passage, a controversial passage on some points, 
but a very pivotal passage and we're going to be very careful in our handling of that 
passage today and in a few weeks to come. Let me read verses 1 and 2 to help get it 
started here and to put it all fresh in your mind. John says in chapter 2, verse 1, he says,
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1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and not for 
ours only, but also for those of the whole world. 

Our passage this morning states explicitly what God intends to accomplish in your life as 
you study this passage and understand it. John says, "I'm writing to you so that you may 
not sin." He has a goal of seeing increased sanctification, increased spiritual growth in the 
life of his readers. It's the same goal that applies to us today. This is always God's 
intention in your life if you're a Christian, he wants to accomplish spiritual growth to 
conform you to the image of our Lord Jesus Christ, to increasingly separate you from sin 
so that you might live a more holy, sanctified life during the days that he has appointed 
for you here on this earth. That is the goal of Christian living. I realize that so often we 
are conditioned to think of God as our spiritual butler who simply accomplishes what we 
want as we dictate to him the things that he should or should not do in prayer, but the 
reality is quite different. God saved you so that he would display his transforming power 
in your life, conforming you to the image of Christ, which means that he's going to 
increasingly over time separate you from sin, and that is what this passage is saying for 
us today. God is saying in his word here today to every one of you that knows the Lord 
Jesus Christ, he wants you to grow spiritually. The intent of this passage is that you 
would sin less and be holy more. That couldn't be any plainer. You can see that and read 
it for yourself on the pages of Scripture. And we all need help in this area; we all struggle 
with sin; there is no secret when it comes to the Scriptures about that. The Bible makes it 
clear that we all sin and fall short of the glory of God.

You know, that's one of the reasons why it is so essential for a church to have clear in its 
mind why it gathers together on a Sunday morning. Christians need the help of clear 
instruction from God's word so that they can grow in their spiritual lives, so that they can 
be sanctified, so that they can be more like Christ. The gathering together on Sunday is 
not to evangelize believers. I know that's a shock to some people, but it is so that we can 
fulfill what we read even in Ephesians 4, that there would be the instruction of the body 
of Christ so that there could be a growing maturity among God's people. If that doesn't 
take place when we gather together, it's not going to happen anyplace else. So it has to 
happen as we gather together as a body of believers and that's why we teach the word of 
God here on Sunday morning. We teach it gladly. We teach it joyfully. I am so happy to 
be here and so I'm very grateful for the opportunity to bring this passage to you here this 
morning. I want to be here and I know that you do too or you'd be someplace else, right? 
And so this is just a blessing from God for us to gather around his word as believers in 
Christ.

Now, what about this passage, these first two verses of chapter 2 in 1 John, chapter 2? 
This passage speaks to every one of us. It speaks to those who are complacent in their 
spiritual lives. They don't take or perhaps you haven't taken the biblical command to 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, you haven't taken that very 
seriously over the past few years. Some people drift along in a spiritual fog. If they 
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stopped to examine themselves and in a room of this size, I'm sure there are people like 
this here with us today, some of you, if you stopped to examine yourself would realize 
that while you've claimed to be a Christian all this time, your life really isn't that much 
different than it was five years ago. You really don't have much progress to show for the 
past five or ten years of your spiritual life. Well, it's not supposed to be that way. You 
should be able to look back on your life and say, "Oh, over time, I see that I have grown." 
Well, if that's missing in your present spiritual experience, this passage speaks to you and 
calls you and jolts you to wake up and to realize that life is fleeting, life is short, and it's 
time to get serious about walking with Christ. It speaks to people like that.

It also speaks to a whole different kind of group of people. Some people are so 
introspective about their spiritual lives, so overwhelmed by the prospect of recognizing 
the remaining sin in their lives, that they simply fall into a hole of despair and 
discouragement and grief of just an ongoing dark proportion. If they have a problem with 
sin or doubt or discouragement, they focus on that one issue, it starts to dominate their 
mind, and they sink into a spiritual hole, and the more they look inside to try to get to the 
root of it, they just find that they're digging and digging and creating a deeper hole for 
themselves, and the discouragement and the despair become crushing. This passage 
speaks a word of hope to people like that.

And still others, I trust many of you, would be in a different realm. You consciously 
desire spiritual growth. You consciously want to be more like Christ and you yearn after 
that and you want that and you pursue it but you yearn for more consistency. You want to 
be more faithful, more consistent today than you were yesterday. Well, this passage 
speaks to you as well. There is a whole broad-spectrum of application for the one central 
truth that we find here in this passage and so even those of you that have not come to 
saving faith in Christ, you know you're lost, you know you're dead in trespasses and sins, 
the Bible has never become alive to you, this passage speaks to you as well and would be 
the passage that God would use to open your heart and to bring you to saving faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ for the very first time.

How do we get into this? We need to set the context. John has already written as it now 
stands in our English Bibles, he had already written 10 verses and so he had already been 
building up momentum to this exhortation that he gives in chapter 2, verse 1. And here's 
what's happening, and this is what makes Bible study so exciting is when you study 
verses in their context, that's when they really explode on your mind. That's when they 
really come to life rather than picking and choosing verses without any regard to context 
and stringing together something that someone might want to say, when you study the 
Scriptures in context, the lights really start to go on and that's what we're going to do here 
this morning. John wants to take, what he's been saying so far and he's making a personal 
application to his readers, and what he's saying is that he's coming to a pivot point. He 
wants to say, "I've said these things in the first 10 verses and now here's why I'm saying 
it." 

Look at what he says in chapter 2, verse 1. He says, "My little children." Now stop right 
there. Understand that throughout this wonderful book of 1 John, John is speaking with a 
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pastoral heart toward his readers. He loves them. He cares for them. He is acting as a 
shepherd of their souls. And he's writing as an old man, he's 90 years old, or in that 
general ballpark as he's writing this letter toward the end of the first century. He's writing 
to people, some of whom are decades, generations younger than he is, and as he says, 
"My little children," he is speaking to them with a tone of affection, a tone of protection. 
He is writing to help them. He is on their side and he is writing to minister to their hearts, 
and this is always the way that he speaks to the true Christians in the circle of readers that 
he's writing to. Look at chapter 2, verse 7, he says, "Beloved, I am not writing a new 
commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have heard before." Chapter 
2, verse 12, "I am writing to you, little children." He says in other places, he calls them 
children in chapter 2, verse 18. He is just filled with this fatherly affection and care for 
them, to assure them, and it shows to them that he has their spiritual interests at heart, and 
this is the heart of God toward you as a believer in Christ as we go through this passage. 
This is God speaking through his word, speaking to you with the affection of a sovereign, 
loving, gracious, heavenly Father in order to accomplish spiritual goals in your life.

So John says, "I am writing to you, little children, I am writing these things to you so that 
you may not sin." Now, what are these things? What are these things that he's writing to 
them? Well, understand he is pointing back to what he had been saying in chapter 1. 
Those are the things that he had been saying and so he is stopping, he is calling a timeout 
and he's saying, "Let me tell you explicitly why I have said these things to you. I'm 
writing so that you would not sin." That is the point and he is pointing back to chapter 1 
and he is drawing out the implications of everything that he has said in the first chapter. 
Chapter 1 has laid the foundation for this exhortation not to sin. That's really important. 
That's really crucial to understand, to get into the heart of what he is saying here. And 
when you understand the context of this passage, what you are going to see is that John 
has laid out an entire worldview through which you are to look at all of life. Through the 
things that he has said in chapter 1, he has laid a foundation upon which to build every 
moment of your life. He is not simply writing to help you stop smoking or whatever other 
little sin that might be troubling your mind here, he is writing and he has written things 
that are to shape the entire way that your mind works. No question about it. This is the 
way the fundamental gears of your mind are to operate 24/7, 365 days a year. 

This is what he has said and he has given us here, we're going to look at four principles in 
this passage and these four principles provide the very foundation upon which you can 
build a holy life. These are the four principles that provide a great balance for your walk 
and let me say this from the start because I know what's coming here, I know what's here 
because I've got the notes, I've got the benefit of looking ahead: these four principles are 
things that you have to hold in perfect balance. You have to be 100% committed and 
engage your heart unreservedly, completely, to every single one of these four principles if 
you are to advance in your spiritual life as God intends for you to do. This is the 
foundation. This is the spine that supports all of your spiritual life. These are the 
convictions that should shape your fundamental approach to every day of your existence. 
God here in this passage is teaching you how to think.
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Now, let me back up a bit. When you and I try to deal with sin, I alluded to this last week, 
when you and I find a sin in our lives, our tendency is to want to focus on that one sin and 
focus on that one particular, and fix that one bad thing in our lives. That really doesn't 
work long-term. You have to start further back. We can't deal with sin in that superficial 
way. What you're going to see from this passage is John showing us that he deals with sin 
differently than we commonly do. What he does in this passage is he has laid out great 
first principles that are to undergird your entire approach to life and that's what we're 
going to do today.

So first of all, what's the first point here? The first point is that you approach life with 
settled reverence. Two words for your first point: settled reverence. If you are going to 
advance in the spiritual life, you must start with settled reverence for the most holy God 
of the Bible. That's where he starts. You see, your life is not meant to be a pursuit of 
happiness. Your life is not meant to be making it as obstacle free as possible. Your life 
has a different, higher, grander purpose. It is the pursuit of holiness, not the pursuit of 
happiness that should mark your life as a believer. And what John shows us here in this 
great passage, these first 12 verses of this book, is that the battle with sin that each one of 
us fight, some of us are more conscious of it than others, the battle with sin does not start 
with your efforts to overcome a particular sin of some kind in your life. That is not where 
the battle starts. A war is not fought first of all by engaging battle line combat, the war 
has started further back with the planning and the strategy and the undergirding of the 
principles that are going to guide and shape the war that takes place. Then the battle lines, 
the front line conflict comes as a result of the strategy that has taken place further back.

Well, it's similar and the same kind of approach here when you're battling with sin. The 
battle with sin starts further back than where it manifests in your particular aspect of life. 
Your battle with sin starts with this, it starts with this: it starts with the holiness of God. It 
starts with you consciously meditating upon, consciously engaging over time, not during 
a 50 minute message, over time consistently day after day engaging your mind in the 
reality of the holiness of God and as you go about engaging the holiness of God, that 
deepens and deepens and deepens in your heart and soul. That is where it starts.

You say, "Prove that to me from Scripture." Well, I'd be delighted to do just that. Chapter 
1, verse 5, look at it here with me. This is where John had started. Remember, he said, 
"I'm writing these things to you so that you may not sin." What are these things? They are 
the things that he had just been talking about. Let's get specific. What had he just been 
talking about? Verse 5, he said it, "This is the message we have heard from Him and 
announce to you, that God is Light, and in Him there is no darkness at all." 

Now, just as a matter of thinking through the way to approach spiritual life, let's put a 
couple of thoughts here together. He says in chapter 2, verse 1, "I am writing these things 
to you so that you may not sin." But notice where he had started, he had started earlier by 
being God-centered, wholly centered in his thinking in verse 5. God is holy. God is light. 
He is morally perfect in every dimension. The Scriptures teach that God cannot sin, he 
cannot be tempted to sin, and he does not tempt you to sin. He is utterly separate from the 
realm of sin. He is absolutely holy. His entire nature is contrary to sin. His purposes in 
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history are going to the point where he is one day going to eternally judge sin and banish 
it from his presence. That's how holy he is. Eternity will be an outworking of the 
principle of the holiness of God, banishing in eternal destruction those who would not 
name the name of Christ, perfecting for all the eons of eternity those who have come to 
Christ in saving faith and perfecting them and glorifying them and making them like 
Christ and enjoying fellowship with a holy God around his throne forever. Eternity will 
mark out the final separation of God from sin. He endures it for a time here in this present 
age in order to bring sinners to a saving faith in Christ, but it's not going to be this way 
forever. He is going to banish sin from his presence and he is going to perfect you and 
separate you perfectly from sin when you are with him in heaven.

So understand as a first principle of the way that you think that the God of the Bible, the 
God who reigns over all is like that. That's where godly thinking starts. It's with a right 
estimation of the character of God. Habakkuk 1:13 says, "His eyes are too pure to 
approve evil." Sin is abhorrent to him. 1 Chronicles 17:20 says, "O LORD, there is none 
like You, nor is there any God besides You, according to all that we have heard with our 
ears." There is no one like him and your approach to your Christian life, beloved, has to 
start there. It has to start with a high view of God. It has to start there. If your thinking 
starts anyplace else, you are on the wrong trajectory, and you see the holiness of God has 
consequences. You start your thinking there but as you work it out in your mind, as you 
work it out in your life, you must realize that his holiness, God's holiness has necessary 
implications for your daily life. 1 Peter 1:6 says, "Be holy for I am holy." The call to 
holiness is not grounded in moralistic rules that sometimes are external and superficial 
anyway, no matter how dogmatically they might have been proclaimed from a pulpit. The 
statement of God's holiness has implications and God says, "You be holy because, 
understand why, because I'm holy." 

In fact, if you're in 1 John, turn back just a couple of pages to 1 Peter. I want you to see 
this here. 1 Peter 1:14. Let's go to verse 13. We're not in a hurry, are we? Chapter 1, verse 
13 in Peter he says, "Therefore," look at what he says, "prepare your minds for action." It 
starts with the way that you think. "Prepare your minds for action, keep sober in spirit, fix 
your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your 
ignorance, but," here we go, we're getting into this holy realm here. He's calling you out 
of your lusts, out of your wrong thinking, out of your wrong behavior and look how he 
does it. He says, "but," instead of being like this, this is what you are called to be, "but 
like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; because it 
is written, 'You shall be holy for I am holy.'" Notice the becauses there. Notice the "for" 
there. Be wholly because it is written you shall be holy for I am holy. Peter points to the 
authority of Scripture, points to the holiness of God and says, standing on that foundation 
changes the way that you live. 

It's based in the character of God and here's what you need to see, beloved. As the main 
exhortation, the main principle that John is writing to inculcate in your mind in chapter 2, 
verse 1, "I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin," understand that your 
spiritual growth starts with a settled reverence for God in light of his holiness that he has 
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revealed in the holy Scriptures. That's where it starts. You have to go back to that. If you 
found yourself in sin this week, if you're here conscience of, engaged in either a heart 
struggle or some kind of external struggle that you're going through, battling against sin, 
realize that what you need to do is step back from that, stop thinking about that for a 
while and meditate on the nature and character and holiness of God because holiness, a 
walk of biblical holiness, starts with a settled reverence for this high God that we see 
revealed in Scripture. Okay, so settled reverence is the first point. Settled reverence is the 
first pillar that supports a godly life. Your view of God shapes everything.

Now, we're going to move on from that here. God's holiness, the fact that he is absolutely 
holy and that his holiness permeates the universe, that reality sets the stage for three other 
unqualified convictions that set your mind for holiness. We've titled this message today 
"A Mind for Holiness." Well, what I mean by that is that what are the characteristic 
convictions that mark a mind that is moving in the direction of holiness, moving in the 
direction of sanctification? The first conviction we saw is settled reverence for the 
holiness of God. There are three other things that are equally indispensable and I'm going 
to give you a little overview here. These three remaining points are equally indispensable 
for you. 1., actually it would be number 2., settled reverence is number 1. 2. No denial. 3. 
No compromise. 4. No despair. I'm going to work these out for you but here's what I'm 
referring to: in light of God's holiness, if you are to grow in holiness, there can be no 
denial of sin, there can be no compromise with sin, and there can be no despair over sin. 
That's where we're going in the rest of this message. No denial of sin. No compromise 
with sin. No despair over sin. Those are the four pillars along with the settled reverence 
for God. These of the four pillars that produce a mind geared for holiness and we're going 
to see it all right from the text of the Scripture here. I love this.

So, second point: no denial. What do we mean by that, no denial? Here's the second point 
in total. No denial, in other words, you have a settled confession of sin. You have a 
settled reverence for God and flowing from his holiness you have a settled confession of 
sin. You never deny the reality that you are a sinner who falls short of the glory of God 
and that is fundamental to the way that you view yourself. It is absolutely fundamental 
and we're going to look into this now.

You see, having started with God's holiness, his pristine perfect holiness exposes your sin 
by contrast. You go into a closet you haven't been into for a while and bring a flashlight, 
you're going to see dirt on the floor, dirt in the corners, well, it's that way when God's 
holiness comes to bear upon your life. The sheer light of his great holiness exposes 
corresponding darkness in your own soul, places where you fall short of his glory, 
attitudes that have taken root in your mind, resentments, bitterness, grudges, complaining, 
those kinds of things that cling to you. And when you understand and have a high view of 
God, those unworthy attitudes in your heart are exposed by comparison. The light 
exposes that and you realize how gracious and humble the Lord Jesus Christ was and 
realize how sometimes you're selfish and complaining by comparison. The weight of that 
starts to bear on you. Well, you have to own up to it. There can't be any denial. There's no 
denial. You won't fight sin if you don't acknowledge it in your life. You won't fight sin if 
you don't view it as the mortal enemy of the reason that you exist and so you 
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acknowledge the sin openly. If you want to overcome sin in your life, you have to have a 
settled conviction that you actually have a sin problem that needs to be resisted as a 
Christian. If you don't believe that, you're not even in the ballgame. You're just sitting on 
the sidelines pretending that you're somebody, perhaps deluded into thinking that you're 
somebody that you're not. John had made the importance of confessing sin plain in the 
verses immediately prior to chapter 2. Once again, context shows us what he's talking 
about in verse 1.

Look at what he said in the immediately prior verses. This makes it so clear, and what I 
want you to see and what I want you to see over time, for those of you that are going to 
be at Truth Community Fellowship, is that I am never going to show you things that you 
can't... I'm never going to teach you things that you can't see for yourself right on the 
plain pages of Scripture. What I teach you is right there for you to see as well. There are 
no secrets here and this is just exactly like that. The context informs what John is saying.

Look at what he said in verses 8 through 10. These are the verses we taught last week. He 
said, "If we say that we have no sin," talking about a sin nature, some kind of principle 
that prompts you toward evil even as a believer, "If we say that we have no sin, we are 
deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us." That kind of settles it right there, right? 
None of you want to stand up and say, "I have no sin" in light of that statement. You 
know, the Scriptures condemn that so you're deceiving yourself if you think anything 
different. The truth isn't in you if that's what you really believe. Verse 9, "But if we are 
confessing our sins," it's a present tense in Greek, that's how you know that he's talking 
here not about an evangelistic verse but he's talking about what marks the Christian life, 
it's the present tense, "if we are confessing our sins"; it's an ongoing thing that marks the 
life of a true believer. Verse 9, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." You don't deny it but 
instead you confess it. Verse 10, "If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar 
and His word is not in us." Wow. Wow. Think about that. Think about that. A casual 
approach to sin treads into the realm where you are calling this holy, magnificent, great 
God a liar. I don't want to go there, do you? Well then, that means that we have to be true 
with what we see in Scripture.

So in that context, he's been talking about the importance of confessing sin and so here's 
the point, follow me here, okay? Follow me. When he says in chapter 2, verse 1, "I am 
writing these things to you so that you may not sin," these things include a settled 
confession of sin. That's what you're supposed to see there. We covered this passage in 
my last message so I'm not going to spend a lot of time here. We have remaining sin in 
our nature, whatever you want to call it. There is some kind of impulse in us. There is 
some kind of hold that remaining sin still has in us even as believers that prompts us to 
sin, that makes us receptive to temptation. Paul talks about that in his own life in Romans 
7. We sin in our attitudes and actions. You and I do not love this magnificent God with 
the pure undistracted devotion that we should. We don't love lost sinners like we should. 
We don't love one another like we should, like God's word, like God's law calls us to do. 
We fall short of that and here's the point: a true Christian, those of you, I won't ask for a 
show of hands, I usually don't like to do that and I'm not going to do it here, but those of 
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you that would say, "Yes, I'm a true Christian," and you would hold up your hand to  
acknowledge that and confess that, here's what this means: a true Christian has this 
settled confession of sin in his mind as a fundamental tenet of his spiritual life. This is 
fundamental to the way that he views himself. A true Christian is conscious of his own 
spiritual bankruptcy. A true Christian does not boast about his supposedly great character 
because he knows that is a fiction. He knows that sin is still an active force in his 
character. 

James 3:2, this is a verse that should be imprinted on your mind in this context. James 3:2 
says, "we all stumble in many ways." We all stumble in many ways. Now, when you find 
yourself stumbling, that has an effect. You say, "Oh, well, yeah, this is par for the course 
for me, I'm a sinner." And you're not shocked by the fact that you've sinned because you 
don't have such a high view of yourself that you'd think that you wouldn't stoop to it 
anyway because you have this settled confession of sin in your mind. And let me just say 
that those who believe that spiritual perfection is possible in this life are not only 
mistaken and contradicting what John says here, what God says in the Scriptures, they are 
not even on the path of biblical holiness. If you think you're perfect, you're not pursuing 
holiness because you don't think you have any growth to do, but even worse, you're 
denying the reality of what Scripture has said. And what actually happens with people 
like this is that they become very proud and self-centered and they just excuse everything 
and say, "Oh well, that was a mistake, not a sin." Oh please, give me a break. And 
everyone around them can see the reality of it but they maintain this pretense because of 
some theological construct that they have in mind that is unbiblical. If you even think that 
you're a basically good person who simply misses the mark once in a while, you know, 
maybe three times a month, you need to get your mind into the Scriptures because you're 
really off track. You're really off track and I say that not to condemn you but simply to 
lay the truth out to you like John says, "My little children, you've got to see these things." 

We have to be serious about this and here's why you can know this is true, this reality of 
sin: someone who has a settled reverence for God's holiness and has a high view of God 
and is God-centered in his thinking and approach is going to see the contrast of his own 
life by comparison. That is inevitable and we're all in the same boat. I'm not speaking to 
you as one that's outside speaking down. I'm in the same club that you are. I was a charter 
member. So there has to be no denial. You have settled in your mind that you are a sinner 
with indwelling sin that you must recognize and as you go along in the Christian life, you 
start to realize that that indwelling sin is a stubborn foe. You come back and you're 
dealing with the same issues again and again. It doesn't just go away.

Now, when John says, "I've written these things so that you may not sin," he is calling 
settled reverence from verse 5, God is light, he is calling settled reverence to mind. When 
he says, "I'm writing these things so that you may not sin," he's calling this settled 
confession of sin to mind. Do you see that? It's all right there. I didn't quote anybody. I 
didn't quote complicated Greek. I simply laid out what the Scriptures say. You can see 
this for yourself. You can go home this afternoon and review it and say, "It's all right 
there. Why are we paying that guy, I can see it for myself?"
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Now, point 3. Settled reverence, settled confession, no denial. Point 3: no compromise. 
No compromise. Point 3: no compromise, by which I mean this, settled resistance to sin. 
Settled resistance to sin. John is not writing an abstract theology here. He has pastoral 
purposes for his readers. His teaching, God's word at this point, is designed to help you 
avoid sin.

Look at verse 1 with me again, chapter 2, verse 1. "My little children, I am writing these 
things to you so that you may not sin." It has the idea of committing any sin at all. No sin 
is acceptable. John is writing that we would avoid every act of sin that might insinuate 
itself into our lives. He's setting the bar high for us. He wants to produce in your heart a 
settled resistance to sin in all its forms.

Now, here's an important question as you're trying to understand this passage and as 
you're following along in it. Here's a question: why does John say that here? Why does he 
say, "I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin"? Why does he say it here, 
that's the question? Why now? Why at this point? Why does his mind under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit go to say, "I'm writing so that you would not sin" here? 
Well, just think with him for a bit. In the prior three verses, John had made it plain that 
sin is a pervasive reality for every believer. A casual reader might think that sin is 
therefore simply inevitable. What is the point of resisting sin if we have a settled 
confession about the reality of sin? If this is such a pervasive reality, then why bother? 
Why resist it? 

And it's even more possible to misunderstand John because look at what he said in verse 
7 as he wrote to these believers. He said at the end of verse 7, "the blood of Jesus His Son 
cleanses us from all sin." Then he says in verse 9, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness." You've 
got this pervasive reality of sin and you have these repeated promises about the cleansing 
effect of the blood of Christ as you confess sin in your Christian life. If sin is so real and 
if forgiveness is real, if both of those principles are so real, affirmed by the testimony of 
the Holy Spirit as he wrote the Scriptures through the Apostle John, if sin and forgiveness 
are both real, then how bad can it be? What's the big deal? Why worry about it? If it's 
going to be real anyway and Christ has died and cleansed us from all of it, then why do 
we even bother? Why can't we just kind of go through life and be happy and do our thing 
and not be troubled with these spiritual realities? It would make things a lot simpler, in 
one sense.

Here's the point, oh, this is so important! This one would be worth climbing up on the 
stage to emphasize, not simply stepping up one step like this, but I'll step up the one step 
just as a point of emphasis. As you're taking notes you can remember, "Oh, he stood up. 
This one must have been really important." The only problem is I can't read my notes 
from here. Beloved, here's the point: the reality of sin and the reality of full forgiveness 
by the shed blood of Jesus Christ does not mean that we take sin lightly in our lives. That 
is what John is saying here. "Yes," he says, "I have spoken to you about the reality of sin. 
Yes," he says, "I've spoken to you about the reality of forgiveness in Christ. But don't 
misunderstand and think that therefore sin does not matter in your spiritual life." This is 
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where this gets so clear and obvious. You can't miss it. You must have a settled resistance 
to sin if you have clear in your mind a settled reverence for the holiness of God. If you 
really have it settled in your mind that God is perfectly holy, that he cannot look on sin 
with favor, that he cannot sin, he cannot tempt others to sin, he doesn't tempt you to sin, 
he is not tempted by sin, if that's clear in your mind as the fundamental cornerstone 
through which you view all of life, then you could never make such a foolish mistake as 
to think that sin doesn't matter in your life because Christ died to take it all away, Christ 
died to forgive you. If that's clear in your mind, then you will never go to the place where 
you are indifferent to sin. Do you see that? It's okay to nod in agreement, to nod and say, 
"Yeah, I get that." This is really fundamentally important.

Listen, if God cannot look on sin with favor, if God cannot approve evil and he is the 
supreme authority in the universe, and you say, "I belong to his family. I am a child of 
God through the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ," then your attitude toward sin must 
conform to God's attitude toward sin and it is unacceptable to him and therefore it must 
be unacceptable to you. And let me add one other thing, this is important too: we're not 
talking about the way that you think about the sins out there that other people commit. 
We're not talking about the sins of society. We're not talking about the accommodation 
that we've made to abortion and homosexuality and all kinds of perversity. That's not 
what we're talking about here. We're talking about your sin. It could be, all of the 
histrionics that Christians sometime engage in the sins of society is just a mark of actual 
self-righteousness that isn't taking seriously sin within. John is writing here not so that 
society won't sin, he's writing so that you won't sin. That's a big difference. I've met and 
so have you, I've met all kinds of Christians who are all worked up about the spiritual 
moral decline of America and I'm worked up about that too, but you and I have met a 
smaller subset of people who get equally exercised about their own sin. You and I can't 
be like that, beloved, not in this place. Not in light of the Scriptures.

Look at it again with me, John 2:1, "I am writing these things to you so that you may not 
sin." It focuses on you, not on San Francisco. And if it's clear in your mind that God 
doesn't approve sin, then as you want to conform your mind to his, then sin is not 
acceptable to you either, and that's why we say that there is no compromise. As you work 
your way all the way through these things, you develop a settled resistance to sin and you 
say, as it were, "Yes, I don't deny sin. I realize that there is sin that still dwells within me 
and it wells up and it manifests itself in my life, but," here's the point, "I don't accept that. 
I'm not content to live with that. That foe must be resisted in my life because I belong to a 
holy God and I want to be like him. Christ gave his life for sin, I'm not going to engage in 
that which slew my Savior."

Now, you can see this illustrated in a physical healing that Jesus did in John 5. Turn back 
to the Gospel of John 5 with me. A little bit of biblical illustration here. John 5, this is the 
healing at the pool of Bethesda and we'll pick up the story in midstream just for the sake 
of time. John 5:5, "A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus 
saw him lying there, and knew that he had already been a long time in that condition, He 
said to him, 'Do you wish to get well?' The sick man answered Him, 'Sir, I have no man 
to put me into the pool when the water is stirred up, but while I am coming, another steps 
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down before me.' Jesus said to him, 'Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.'  Immediately 
the man became well, and picked up his pallet and began to walk." Notice what Jesus 
says to him later in the passage, verse 13, let's go to verse 12. Some Jews wanted to know 
what had happened here, "Who is the man who said to you, 'Pick up your pallet and 
walk'?" That's verse 12. Verse 13, John 5:13, "the man who was healed did not know who 
it was, for Jesus had slipped away while there was a crowd in that place. Afterward," 
verse 14, "Jesus found him in the temple and said to him, 'Behold, you have become well; 
do not sin anymore, so that nothing worse happens to you.'" You've become well. Don't 
sin anymore. Beloved, that is the mindset with which you must think about sin. That is 
the kind of settled resistance that you must have to sin. If God has saved you from the 
penalty of sin, if God has put his Spirit in you and delivered you from the power of sin, 
then you have become well in a spiritual sense. You have been justified, declared 
righteous before this holy God. He has saved you and given you new life. If that's you, 
then the command to you is: sin no more. That's the call. You've been delivered out of 
this. You've been delivered out of that darkness. Don't go back to it. 

So no compromise. Our sins are forgiven in the Lord Jesus Christ but that does not give 
us liberty to sin now. To come to that conclusion is to miss the point of Christian 
salvation. What is Christian salvation? It is deliverance from sin, its penalty, its 
consequences and its power, ultimately in heaven, deliverance from its presence. The 
whole point of Christian salvation is separation and deliverance from sin. Well, if that's 
the reality, then your settled mindset should be, "I'm going to resist that for which Christ 
lost his life on my behalf."

Paul made the same point in Romans 6:1-2, he said, "What shall we say then? Are we to 
continue in sin so that grace may increase? May it never be! How shall we who died to 
sin still live in it?" And it's probably almost certainly true in almost certainly every case 
that no matter what kind of profession someone makes about, "I came to know Christ. I 
accepted Christ as my Savior when I was 18 months old," whatever kind of confession  
they say they made, if they have a lifestyle, they have a mindset of indifference to sin and 
they can sin without pang of conscious, they can sin and go on week after week, month 
after month, year after year with no desire for holiness whatsoever, that is the mark of 
someone under the domain of the devil, not under the domain of Christ, because if 
someone belongs to Christ, if Christ has saved someone, if the Holy Spirit indwells that 
person, there is going to be some kind of desire for holiness and separation from sin 
because that's what it means to be a Christian, and if you don't care about the things that 
mark a Christian, then you don't have any claim to being one in the first place. I don't 
care what kind of stake you drove in your backyard on some date 30 years ago. True 
salvation results in a true desire, an enduring desire for holiness, and a settled reverence 
for God, a settled confession of sin and settled resistance to sin. You and I, beloved, can 
never back away from those spiritual convictions. Those are all absolute non-negotiables. 
God is holy. You and I are sinners and you and I must resist sin. We must resist it as 
believers in Christ. We have no alternative. This is our calling. John says, "I have written 
these things to you so that you may not sin." This is clear. This is basic. This is not 
theology postdoctoral stuff, this is Christianity 101. We never back away from any of 
those three spiritual convictions. We never accept sin.
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There's a fourth point here. We have those convictions: settled reverence, settled 
confession, settled resistance, and yet John helps us right here, right now, when we 
inevitably fall short. This is the genius of the Spirit of God, this is the fullness of the 
grace of God that right in the middle of this exhortation not to sin, you see a gracious 
word side by side with it. Chapter 2, verse 1, he says, "And if anyone sins," I've written 
these things so that you may not sin but if and when you do, "we have an Advocate with 
the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and He Himself is the propitiation for our sins; and 
not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world." We're going to spend a lot of 
time on what I just read there. We'll deal with this more in the coming weeks but, 
beloved, I don't want you to leave this room today without seeing the emphasis that John 
places on our Lord Jesus Christ right in the midst of this. The character of God is so high 
and lofty. The call to resist sin is so high and lofty and our hearts as believers yearn and 
aspire after that and say, "Yes, that's what I want. I want to rise up to that but sin has me 
by my ankles and it keeps pulling me down." John understands that. He's totally realistic 
about it. Anyone who deals seriously with sin knows what it's like to have temptation 
well up within you. Anyone who deals with sin, any Christian knows what it's like to sin 
and fall short of the glory of God.

Here's the point. Some of you, I know, know this by direct personal experience recently. 
When you see that sin in your life with those lofty holy ambitions and desires in your 
heart, when your affections are animated by the holiness of God and then you see sin in 
your life, you are tempted to be cast down. You are tempted to go into despair and the 
fourth point, I can't remember if I actually said it or not, and you're all too polite to say, 
"Hey, you didn't say it." The fourth point is this: no despair. Settled trust in Christ. No  
despair but settled trust in Christ. When you see sin, when you do sin as a believer and 
you're tempted to be cast down and to start to collapse into that weight of introspection, 
it's at that very moment that you must remember our Lord Jesus Christ. You must go 
back to the cross. You must go back to the whole reason that he came.

And John says it here in chapter 2, verse 1, he says, "If anyone sins." In other words, 
when you inevitably do sin because you can't deny sin that's within you, I'm not setting 
forth an unattainable standard here. The goal is to resist sin but, look, I understand you're 
going to fall short from time to time. When that happens, here's what you do, here is 
where your mind goes. If anyone sins, what then? It's like you say to the Apostle John, 
"John, I just blew through the holiness of God, I blew through my confession of sin, I 
blew through my resistance of sin and here I am. Fell short again. Now what?" John 
tenderly, "My little children," with the compassion of a loving father says, "When that 
happens, remember this: we," meaning believers, "we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous." We have one who represents us before the holy throne room 
of God. He says, "Not only that, he's our propitiation for sin. He's the propitiation for our 
sins." Remember that the Lord Jesus Christ came to give his life as a sacrifice on the 
cross to forever turn away the wrath of God from you. Remember that being a Christian 
means that  you stand in a new relationship legally before God. He has declared you 
righteous. He has removed sin from you as far as the east is from the west. You have, 
beloved, oh beloved, this is the note with which you must go out of this room: in the Lord 
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Jesus Christ, you have an advocate who represent you to the Father. You couldn't go 
there with that sin clinging to you but Christ has already taking care of that. Christ has 
already, as it were, taken his hand, taken your load of sin, put it on his own shoulders and 
gone to the cross, nailed it to the cross because God punished sin there so that you could 
be forgiven and go free and not have to carry the weight of guilt on your conscience 
because the demands of God were satisfied when Christ died on the cross. That is the 
whole purpose for which he came.

His sacrifice on the cross has turned away the wrath of God from you. His sacrifice on 
the cross has covered all your sin. His sacrifice on the cross has expunged your record 
and there are no guilty charges against you anymore in the court of God and so your 
conscience can appeal to the work of Christ and be satisfied. Yes, you're a sinner but if 
you're a Christian, you are a forgiven sinner in our Lord Jesus Christ. Christ has saved us. 
Christ is now interceding for us. Christ has satisfied the wrath of God against your sin. So 
when you fall short in your resistance to sin, turn to Christ afresh. Don't let yourself go 
into that despair. Don't let yourself go into that pit of ever increasing self-condemnation. 
Turn to Christ afresh. He has already accomplished your salvation. He is willing to 
cleanse you in confession. Go to him and rest in him because that is why he came. He 
came to seek and to save that which had been lost. He came to give his life a ransom for 
the many. He is a friend of sinners.

J. C. Ryle said this and with this I'll close, he said, "Do not doubt that these words are for 
you as well as for anyone else. Bring all your sins and unbelief, your sense of guilt and 
unfitness, your doubts and infirmities, bring them all to Christ. This man welcomes 
sinners and he will welcome you. Rise, he is calling you."

Settled reverence of the holiness of God. Settled confession of sin. No denial. No 
compromise. But oh, beloved, in this glorious thought in Christ, no despair.

Let's pray together.

Father, as our musicians come for a closing hymn, we simply want to lay before you our 
weak lives, our weak minds and our weak wills and ask you to strengthen us by your 
Holy Spirit through the things that you have laid out in your word here today. Strengthen  
in each one of our minds and the minds of anyone who might hear this message later 
through some medium, strengthen in our minds a reverence for your holiness. Humble 
our hearts, Father, to whatever degree is necessary so that we wouldn't deny sin in our 
lives; that we would confess it openly before you and not pretend to be a spiritual giant 
that we're not. Father, help us in our wills that we would never compromise with sin; that  
we would never fall into that awful mindset of saying, "Oh, I'll sin now and ask 
forgiveness later." No, Father, let the fight with sin be on the front end before it occurs, 
not in a presumption on your grace afterwards, after we have deliberately sinned against  
your grace. Help us, each one of us, so that there would be no compromise. Yet, Father, 
in light of all of these things, help us equally cling to Christ, cling to the great one who 
shed his blood on our behalf, cling to the one who is a friend of sinners. O Father, we 
need that friend. We need him even now as believers in Christ. So help us, Father, never 
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to despair but when the sense of sin is present, when the conviction of the Holy Spirit has  
come to bear on our minds and says, "You're the man, you're the woman, that is your 
sin," when that moment comes, O God, help our eyes to turn to Christ and see afresh our 
gracious merciful Savior who has completely satisfied your demands on our lives and he 
did it as a gracious gift. 

Father, I pray particularly just now for that man or woman that's here that doesn't know 
Christ, that all of this is foreign to them. Father, I pray that in the fundamental sense, in 
the first instance, your Spirit would convict them of sin and draw them to Christ that they  
would leave their life of sin and indifference to you behind and come and unreservedly 
embrace this great Savior and his purposes for those he calls to himself. We bless you. 
We honor you in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

You have been listening to Pastor Don Green from Truth Community Church. For more 
information about our ministry including Pastor Don's blog and our location and service 
times, please visit us at truthcommunitychurch.com. You will also find Don's sermon 
library where you can download free messages on many biblical passages and topics. 
This message is copyrighted by Don Green. All rights reserved.
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