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Daniel 11:1-20

“The secret things belong unto the LORD our God: but those things which are revealed 
belong unto us and to our children for ever, that we may do all the words of this law.” 

Deuteronomy 29:29

Daniel 11 is one of the most detailed prophecies in Scripture. And, it is a series of 
prophecies that secular history has fulfilled. In fact, the fulfillment of this chapter is so 
precise that unbelieving scholars endeavor to assign a late date of composition to it, 
claiming it to be history written after the events, rather than prophecy foretelling them.

Many years earlier, as a young man, Daniel had been taken captive by the Babylonians and 
transplanted to Babylon. He underwent rigorous training to refine his innate abilities for the 
benefit of his captors. Thus equipped, he became an important piece of the governing 
structure of Babylon. There, he interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream, which revealed three 
successive, unnamed empires that were to follow Babylon (Daniel 2). The same information 
was later revealed to him in a dream (Daniel 7).

Chapter 11 occurred after the fall of Babylon, when Darius the Median was establishing his 
rule, having overthrown Belshazzar’s Babylonian kingdom (Daniel 5, 6). Thus, the 
prophecies of three successive empires, revealed to Nebuchadnezzar and Daniel in dreams, 
was now beginning to be fulfilled. 

In response to Daniel’s three-week session of mourning, prayer and fasting (10:2,3), an 
angel was sent from God  to reveal more detailed information regarding the second and third 
empires referenced in his and Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams (10:4ff). Fulfillment of those 
prophecies was now underway, with the Persian Empire replacing the Babylonian. In the 

11th chapter, the angel’s revelation continues, providing more detail regarding the Persian 
and Greek empires.

The historical fulfillment of this prophecy cannot be fairly reported in this venue due to the 
many details, unfamiliar names, dates, etc., etc., which would require much explanation and 
time. But it is an overwhelming vindication of the message Daniel recorded from the angel 
who instructed him. And, it provides these points of application for all mankind:

1. God knows the future in minutest detail.

2. Scripture is the Word of God, and is absolutely reliable. Rejection of its message is 
rejection of God Himself.

3. God never reveals all, but only what is suited to His purpose and our good (Deut. 29:29).

4. God is focused minutely upon the condition of His people, revealing to them His 



attentiveness and care.


