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Dear congregation, summertime is a time for many to travel, to travel around our 
beautiful country or to go even into other countries, and it is very instructive to see the 
beauty of God's creation in our own country or other countries. But summertime is also a 
time whether we stay at home or whether we travel during which we should ask ourselves
whether we are on that all important journey to a better country, to a heavenly country, as
Abram was and Isaac and Jacob, of whom we read in the chapter that was read in your 
hearing, Hebrews 11, because only if we are on that journey are we safe and only on that 
journey will we discover all that God intends for us to know here during this life to 
prepare for a better life.

So with the Lord's help, we wish to see this truth from our text and allow me to read 
verses 8 and 9 and also verses 13 through 16. Hebrews 11:8-9,

8 By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he 
should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not 
knowing whither he went. 9 By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, 
as in a strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the 
heirs with him of the same promise: 

Then let's drop down here to verse 13,

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having 
seen them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For they 
that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country. 15 And truly, 
if they had been mindful of that country from whence they came out, they 
might have had opportunity to have returned. 16 But now they desire a 
better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city. 

Thus far the words of our text.

Our theme with God's help this evening is "Journeying to a Better Country." We'll see 
first of all the start of this journey; secondly, the secret of this journey; and lastly, the 
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destination of this journey. Journeying to a better country: the start, the secret and the 
destination.

Dear congregation, when we think of a person who is a pilgrim or going on pilgrimage, 
we think of that person leaving his home and going somewhere else, somewhere that is 
not his home or her home, but spiritually speaking, it's different. A pilgrim is someone 
who leaves where he or she is at now and goes to his or her true home. His or her true 
home. Are you traveling home? 

Well, how is it that such a person begins his or her journey? There are three things that 
our text points out to us this evening and the first is this: that it all begins with the call of 
God. Look at our text, verse 8, "By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a 
place which he should after receive for an inheritance." He was called. Now, it worked 
this way in Abraham's life that God, the God of glory appeared to him when he was in Ur
of the Chaldees. It wasn't that Abraham thought at one point, "Now I really have to seek 
after God. I really have to obey God in my life." No, the God of glory appeared unto 
Abraham. Alongside of thee, the Lord appeared. You can read of it in Acts 7. Abraham 
was an idolater. He was a man of prominence, no doubt in his own culture and 
community. He had a large clan to which he was attached but into that all, the call of God
came. The word of God which is living, quick and powerful and sharper than any two-
edged sword came into Abraham's life and God said to Abraham has you can read in 
Genesis 12:1-3, "Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy father's house, and go 
to the land that I will show thee." 

The Lord called Abraham and young people and children, the Lord also is calling you. 
Yes, outwardly in the external call of the Gospel, God's word, he comes and he calls each
and every one of you and none of you have an excuse, none of you can claim ignorance. 
The Lord has called you in your baptism. The Lord has called you from Lord's day to 
Lord's day and he says, as it were every time his word comes he says, "Get thee out. Get 
thee out of this world that you are currently inhabiting. Leave the path on which you've 
been born which is a path which if you take will end in destruction. Get thee up and go."

I'm sure all of you have heard of "Pilgrim's Progress" and most of us have read it, perhaps
many times. That call of God came to this man named Christian there in the City of 
Destruction and it entered into his soul and into his heart and he began to go, heeding the 
call of God. Life, eternal life, he said plugging his ears to every other call. The start of 
this journey to the heavenly country begins with the call of God. A call which is 
powerful. A call which enlivens. A call which enters into our hearts secretly and 
irresistibly. A call which none of us even if we would, can refuse. The inward call of God
lies at the beginning of each and everyone's journey to this heavenly country.

But it's not just the call, it's secondly, a promise. Listen to verse 8, "By faith Abraham, 
when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an 
inheritance." Whenever the Lord calls, he doesn't just simply call, command. No, he 
attaches to his calls, to his commands, a promise because the Lord is a good doing God 
and the Lord promises that which he calls us to do. Saint Augustine, as you know, said 
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once to the Lord in prayer, "Give what thou hast promised and then command what thou 
wilt." And that is, indeed, the language of faith. The Lord promises.  

You see, the call of God is not simply a law that comes to us to whip us up and to whip 
us out of the place where we are. No, the Lord's call is a gracious call. It is a wonderful 
call. It is a merciful call and it is a call in which the Lord puts everything that sinners 
need. Do not have hard thoughts about God and his call. Yes, he calls you to leave but all 
you are leaving is the city of destruction, all you are leaving is your sin, all you are 
leaving is the guilty condition in which you find yourself. "Get thee up out of thy country
and out of thy father's house and go to the land that I will show you."

Not only is the start of this journey to a better country in the call and in the promise, but it
is also in that gracious obedience which the Lord calls us to and which he gives. Notice 
verse 9 of our text, "By faith he journeyed in the land of promise, as in a strange country, 
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise." 
We also read that Abraham obeyed this promise. You can find it in Genesis 12:4. If you 
were to read John Calvin's commentary on this, you would realize as he says there that 
there is a whole world of grace that lies behind those simple words, "and Abraham 
obeyed." Miracle of all miracles, this idolater Abram, leaves his country, leaves his 
family and goes at a high age out of everything that he knew and everything that he was 
comfortable with and he went no knowing where he would go.

He must have sold everything that he had, pretty much. Gathered a few things together, 
perhaps, and on camels together with Sarai and Lot and a few others, he left this his 
country. He obeyed. My question to you this morning is: have you obeyed the call of 
God? It's a very simple question to which there is only two answers possible: it's either 
no, you haven't; or yes, by God's grace you have. There is no middle road. There is 
between these two roads, the road that leads to destruction and the road that leads to the 
celestial city. There is not a middle road. Have you obeyed the call of God? Have you 
heeded the promises of God?

The Lord calls you when you were young already, when you're a child already. Children, 
don't forget that. The Lord doesn't say you should wait until you're 30 or 40 or 60 or 80 
before you heed his call. "Give heed, O ye children, to my voice," the Lord says. 
"Hearken unto my word. Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth." Some 
of you have followed and heeded God's call only so late and you look back and I'm sure 
you would say to the young people and the children here, "Oh, would to God I had 
heeded his voice earlier. I spent so many years in the service of sin. I pushed these things 
away. I hardened my heart as the Lord says in his word and what a misery I reaped. You 
can never serve the Lord too early."

And we all have to heed the call of God personally. You can read in our text passage of 
Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob. All of them were called, all of them had promises 
and all of them obeyed. And the important point there is that simply because your father 
is obeying the Lord's call doesn't mean you don't or that somehow by growing up in a 
Christian family all will be well. Absolutely not. Take Jacob, for example, whose name is
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mentioned here. Jacob went his own way. Jacob, the deceiver, did not heed the call of the
Lord. He went about his life his own way and it got to such a point that Jacob had to flee 
from the land of promise, the terrain on which his father and grandfather had lived and 
journeyed, in which the Lord had said that it would be for an inheritance, and he was 
forced to leave it because of his sin and yet the Lord mercifully had dealings with him, 
appearing to him at Bethel and later at Peniel, and Jacob too was brought by the bond of 
the covenant, he was brought into this way that led to everlasting life.

And congregation, no matter if we've heeded that call or not, we need to heed it again. 
Abraham left the land of promise to go down to Egypt during a season of famine, and so 
the people of God also often leave the path of obedience and need to be brought back 
again and again. Lot who had been traveling with Abraham, because of what he saw in 
the plains of Sodom, he stopped journeying, we could say in a certain sense, he lost this 
mentality, this mindset of being a pilgrim and he pitched his tent toward Sodom and he 
was soon in Sodom and only later when the angels came and forcefully grabbed him and 
set him once again running for his life's sake, was he once again on the path of God's 
appointing. But what a loss Lot had, losing even his wife who looked back.

Part of the beauty of the Lord's day is we come to a place where God's call is issued again
and again. We're reminded that we are not to be part of this worldly mindset but we are to
set our sights higher. We are to leave this world behind. The Lord's day is a good time 
when the Lord comes and in various ways and in various words he says, "Dearly beloved,
I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against your
soul, having your conversation honest among the Gentiles." We need every week, we 
need occasions when we hear this welcome sound, the call to seek Jehovah's house.

Let us honestly before the Lord this evening answer this question that comes to us: have 
we heeded his call? Are we on the journey by God's grace? Or are we still on the way that
leads to destruction? Let me speak to someone here who is still on his way or her way to 
destruction. Why, my friend, why will you die? That's what the Bible says. Why is it that 
you have in your heart such a pull towards death? Are you still blind? Don't you see death
written over this whole world? Don't you see death written over your own life? Don't you
realize that if tonight became eternity for you, where would you be? And it wouldn't just 
be for a week or a month or 100 years.

Oh, that God would pull back the veil of the next life and make you to see you have a 
heaven to gain and a hell to lose. Don't harden your heart. Don't push it away. Don't let 
the smiles of this world keep you from heeding the call of Almighty God. No one who 
has heeded God's call has ever in truth regretted it. They have wished they would have 
heeded it sooner and followed God with all their heart, with all their soul, with all their 
mind, and with all their strength.

Well this, congregation, is the start of this journeying towards a better country. Now 
secondly, the secret. What's the secret because the pilgrim life is a very stressful life. The 
Bible never hides the difficulties of the road to heaven. Abraham must have found it very 
difficult to kiss his loved ones goodbye, all of them; to give up the life that was so 
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comfortable to him, his work, his prestige, and to climb onto those camels and go from 
those cities that he had called home so long. There must have been immense cultural 
pressure, family pressure, social pressure, and in his own heart a pressure that said, 
"Abram, stay back. Abram, think about this a little longer. Abram, give yourself another 
week, another month, another year. Abram, nobody does this. Why would you do this?"

What was true for Abraham is still true today. There are many stresses, many pressures, 
many difficulties. The Lord has called this a narrow way with a narrow gate. It's not a 
way that is pleasant for the natural heart. You gain enemies, serious enemies: Satan, the 
world and your own flesh. Enemies which before the start of this journey, they coddle 
you, they love you, they compliment you, but once a soul hears the call of God and heeds
it, there is immense fighting. There are fleshly lusts which roar against the soul. The 
moment a soul sets his or her sights on heaven, all of hell rages. Satan calls all the legions
of his armies and of his demons to pursue such a person, especially in an early stage, to 
draw them back if at all possible.

One of our students some years ago, he told me that he had grown up in Ethiopia and he 
had been part of a big clan. He was the oldest son and he had been promised the business 
of his father which was large and wealthy as the oldest son. And he had heard the Gospel 
preached to him and by light from on high, he had believed it. He had been transformed. 
He had been changed. He came to see the folly of sin, the guilt of sin, and with the help 
of the Lord, he said farewell to it. 

He told his family. He was the oldest of 12 or 13 children. He told his family about this 
and his father was not pleased. His father called the whole clan together, including his 
uncles, and there they had a family meeting. The father said to his son, "Son, if you will 
renounce your faith, your newfound faith, then everything that I have is yours. You'll 
never have to worry ever in life again. You'll be at the head of this large business. You'll 
have everything at your behest. You'll have prestige. People will look up to you." But he 
said, "If you determine to go the way that you have set yourself to go, then you are not 
my son. Then nothing is yours. You can keep the clothes on your back but everyone will 
know you are not welcome and you are not my son."

There before his father and his uncles and everybody who up to that point had been dear 
to him, he said in effect, "I love you all very much but what you ask me to do, I cannot do
even if I wanted to and I don't want it. And if you put it like that and if you will persist in 
this, then I must bid you all farewell so help me God."

And he left his parents' home and, indeed, what his father had threatened, he did it. The 
whole community knew this was a vagabond. He was to be rejected. No one took him in 
whatsoever. No one gave him so much as a meal to eat and he wandered the streets for 
three months without anyone accepting him in their home. And he told me in my office, 
he said, "Those three months were the best months of my entire life because the Lord was
close each and every hour of each and every day." You see, he honored his servant and he
drew close to his servant. He was rejected. He was despised. He was afflicted. And the 
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foxes had holes and the birds of the air had nests but he had nowhere to lay his head and 
he came alongside his child. He didn't leave him alone.

The stresses are great but what, then, is the secret? How could Abraham persevere against
all these many odds? Well, it certainly wasn't that Abraham simply had a weariness with 
this life. You know, some people have that. They just think of life and they're weary of it.
They have experienced much and it hasn't satisfied them and so they have this fatigue 
regarding life and they're on this quest for something else. Not so with Abraham. That 
wasn't his secret. Nor, secondly, was Abraham just such an adventurous person. Some 
people have that as well. They leave everything behind because they have this sense of, 
the spirit of adventure. They want to discover things, new things, and they're tired of the 
old. Not so with Abraham. He was older in life and an adventurous spirit certainly 
couldn't sustain him against all the many pressures and difficulties which he was to face.

What was it in his heart that kept Abraham going? The Bible says to us here that he knew
that he was an heir. Look at verse 8, "By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out 
into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance." Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
knew that they were heirs of the promises of God and because of that, they could leave 
everything behind. You know what an heir is, don't you? It's someone who has been 
promised an inheritance; who is in the will and testament of someone else. And you have 
this today as well, perhaps you have money being left you by a father or grandfather or 
someone else, some benefactor, and your name is in that testament. You don't possess 
those things now. They're not yours now except by right via the testament, but you don't 
have them in your hands. You don't possess them. But the Lord in his promises swears to 
each and every one of his people by covenant, by right, that he will give them all that 
they need, "All that I have needed, thy hand has provided for this life and for a better." 

He will give them blessings of a spiritual nature, forgiveness of sins, peace that endures. 
He will give them earthly blessings. All things will work together for good. He will give 
them sustenance in life. He will give them hope for the future. All things are yours, the 
Apostle Paul says. He gives his people his word whereby they can live. He gives them the
ministry of the Gospel from which they feed. He gives them the ministry of angels 
around them who are to minister to the heirs of salvation. He gives them life now and life
forevermore. All things are yours, says Paul.

And Abraham understood this, not simply with his intellect but he understood this by 
faith for the truth of our message tonight is found in Hebrews 11, the great chapter of 
faith. More than two dozen times this word "faith" appears in this chapter. Faith is the 
secret whereby Abraham goes on this journey to the celestial city. Faith believes the 
things that God has said, takes them for truth. It's a certain knowledge, our Catechism 
says, whereby I hold for truth all that God has revealed in his word. 

Well, faith is more than that. Faith is the evidence of things not seen. Faith is the 
substance of things not hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. And by faith, Abraham
rested in the promises of God. He was persuaded of them, we read in our text passage. He
was persuaded that what God had promised he would also do. And just like that heir sees 
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his or her name in the testament and hopes in that firmly, puts his or her trust in that, that 
come what may this will, this testament by right will be fulfilled, so too the child of God 
sees his name attached to every promise of God recorded in his word and he lives out of 
those. He lives out of those each and every day.

Geerhardus Vos in the previous century, he had a wonderful comparison of faith in the 
heart of the believer. It operates, he says, much like an oxygen tank so that while the 
Christian is in a city filled with the carbon monoxide of this world, he breathes in a 
different air, the air of the Spirit. The fresh breeze from the ocean of heaven comes to 
him and by faith he understands that all that God has promised he will fulfill and he lives,
he lives by faith. He lives because God gives him life and sustains his life by faith.

Faith, congregation, is the secret for those who are on this journey. I ask you tonight, do 
you know this faith? Do you have this faith of the operation of God in your heart? You 
will know whether you have it or not by what you desire truly. They desire, verse 16 
says, a better country. They long for it. They yearn for it. They need it more than they 
need their next breath.

Do you look to the things that are seen or to the things that cannot be seen? How do you 
live your life? What is the main tendency, the main orientation of your life? Is it looking 
all around you at what's happening, what's going on, and making your calculations based 
on what you see? This seems to be the most comfortable path so I'll go that way. Or have 
you learned the vanity of living that way? Have you been uncovered to the fact that the 
way that you come into this world is with an unbelieving heart, a blind heart that doesn't 
see God's truth but has a veil over it against God's truth?

Well, congregation, we need this, faith of the operation of God. Let me give you some 
practical ways in which this is evidenced in our life. Pilgrims are a people who are living 
in this world and they are passing through it as one passes through a strange land. That's 
what we read in verse 9, "By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange 
country, dwelling in tabernacles," or tents, "with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of 
the same promise." A pilgrim walks this earth but he's not at home here on the earth. He 
has a calling but his home isn't here. It's after here. It's in the hereafter. 

I once had a student who told me that he was traveling from his home country to America
to study and he was asked by an airport security man what his final destination was and 
he asked that man, zealous to speak of the Lord, he said, "Do you really want to know 
what is my final destination? It's nowhere here on the earth. It's beyond this earth. It's that
country, that better country which God has prepared for all his people."

Does your heart go out after that country? A lot of times when we travel, I don't know if 
you do this but many people do, they keep their watch on the time zone of their home just
to remember what it's like at home. "Oh, it's 6 o'clock here but it's 12 o'clock at home. My
family is eating lunch now." And their mindset is on home and so the Christian's mindset 
is on home. They want to be home and they have ways of reminding themselves of home 
and this world is strange to them. They're not at home here.
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I was traveling a few years ago and I saw there at this airport where people were just 
passing by and everyone on their way, I saw a group of young people. I guessed that they 
were going to a mission trip or so. They were dressed very modestly, very nicely. They 
spoke with love to each other. They had good leaders present. I picked them out as people
who were probably heading on a mission trip and they breathed a different air and they 
exuded a different witness. Among all the people going down these corridors of these 
airports, these people were different. Their home was different. Their morals were 
different. Their testimony was different. They didn't ultimately care what people thought 
around them. They didn't try to fit in with those around them. They were content to be 
guided by a different call and a different Lord.

Pilgrims, first of all, are passing through a strange land but, secondly, pilgrims are people
who do not cling to this world as not willing to let it go. Pilgrims do not so cling to this 
world as not willing to let it go. John Calvin said this, "To love this life is not itself wrong
provided that we only pass through it as pilgrims keeping our eyes fixed on our object, 
for the true limit of loving life is when we continue in it as long as it pleases God and 
when we are prepared to leave it as soon as he shall order us. Or to express it in a single 
word," says Calvin, "when we carry our life, as it were, in our hands and offer it to God 
as a sacrifice. Whoever carries his attachment to the present life beyond this limit 
destroys his life, that is, consigns it to everlasting ruin." In other words, congregation, a 
true pilgrim is someone who takes everything he has and holds it up in his hands, as it 
were, and says, "All to thee I surrender." When the Lord will take my possessions, my 
belongings, the things that are precious to me, he knows best. As you drive down the belt 
line and pass Calvin College, you see that, "My heart I offer unto thee promptly and 
sincerely." 

That's the language of the pilgrim and we don't clutch the things that God has given us so 
much that when the Lord calls them back to himself, he doesn't have to pry open our 
fingers and take them out. We offer them freely unto him. And when I compare myself to
this, I realize that I come short of this. Perhaps you feel this as well. So often my tent 
pegs are too deeply rooted in this world. My identity is too much bound up with the 
things I possess but my desire is that God would loosen me from that and that I would be 
really willing and ready to give up what the Lord asks back.

We read of this in our text with Abraham when the Lord called him to offer up Isaac, 
verse 17, "By faith Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac: and he that had 
received the promises offered up his only begotten son." One day the Lord came and 
called Abraham and said, "Abraham, Abraham, go to the place that I will show you and 
offer up your most prize possession, that which you so dearly love. I want Isaac back." 
That's how the Lord came to Abraham and it was a test. You can read of that in Genesis 
22:1. The Lord was testing Abraham whether Abraham would so clutch onto Isaac so as 
not let him go. And we read that Abraham rose up early in the morning, he saddled his 
donkey and he went. I don't know about you but I don't know if I would have woken up 
early that morning. But oh, for an obedient heart that will render to the Lord. "What shall 
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I render to the Lord?" He withheld not his only Son whom he loved when the Lord asked 
him back.

Pilgrims, congregation, also view suffering and death a different way than the world 
does. They realize that life here is not the end. They come to know by experience that 
nothing shall be able to separate them from the love of God, not even tribulation or death.
It's a struggle in their life. The Lord is working out his purposes in their life. There is so 
much inside of them that still has to die. There is that old nature. There is indwelling sin 
which will never be converted, by the way, but which needs to be put to death, 
eradicated, and the Lord is doing that by his Spirit in sanctification in this life. And that 
new nature which the Lord has implanted in the heart, it is growing by the grace of God 
and by the Spirit of God. Oh yes, it will be a struggle until our last breath, until we then 
lay off the body of this death entirely and we will pass into glory. But the Lord already 
now works all things in his people. He makes them to will and to do of his good pleasure 
and so gives his children comfort and assurance.

So pilgrims are people who are passing through this world as through a strange land. 
Pilgrims do not cling to this world as not willing to let it go. Pilgrims, thirdly, leave a 
legacy behind them. This is true of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, heirs of the promise. Most 
people have heard of Abraham. Abraham, that one man who left his homeland. Who do 
we know of all the people that stayed behind? No one. But this one man Abraham, he left
and we know about him because God vindicated and God speaks of him and God is not 
ashamed to be called his God.

Many people in our world tell us that we should not be so heavenly minded because then 
we will be of no earthly good but, young people, if you ever hear that, that is a lie. The 
more heavenly minded a person is, the more useful they are in this world. Think of 
Abraham. Think about Lot who was the opposite. He was very earthly minded. What 
legacy did Lot leave behind? Very little to nothing. But Abraham did.

Think of Jonathan Edwards who in his "Resolutions," you should read them sometimes. 
You can find them very readily on the web. But Jonathan Edwards, among those 
resolutions he resolved that not a day should go by without him thinking about his own 
death and he sought to redeem each moment for God and for his glory. 

Jonathan Edwards is acknowledged by many even secular people to have left a huge 
legacy in our country and so it is with every Christian. Perhaps you know them, people in
your family who have passed from time into eternity, people who lived for God. There 
was a fragrance that went out from them. They were people that perhaps in your 
unconverted stage you shied away from them, but still you knew that something was 
different about them and when the Lord begins to work in our hearts, it's with those 
people that we want to be. We want to keep company with the people of God because 
God is with them. God dwells in them and God dwells with them. And the names of the 
people whom you remember in most instances that are passed down in the line of the 
generations are people who served God fervently, spoke often of the Lord. And countless 
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others, they may have come to church, come to church, sat down, left again, but they 
never lived for God. Their names are forgotten and their place knows of them no more.

Pilgrims leave a true legacy behind them. And fourthly, here is evidence of this, whether 
we possess the secret or not: pilgrims are a people that seek communion with their God. 
Down deep and this is the wellspring of it all: by faith they look to God, the great unseen 
God, and they long for him, they thirst for him, they yearn for him. We sang of it in 
Psalm 42 and Psalm 84, "My soul longs, yea even faints for the courts of the Lord. When 
shall I come and appear before God?" Is that your desire? Do you thirst for God? Do you 
need God? Or do you have to say, "Not really. God's not in my thoughts the way he 
should be." Oh, that God would plant that longing in your heart. Oh, that today would be 
the day in which he would change your affections, change your hearts, and put in you that
thirst for God, for his righteousness, for his grace.

You can see this with Abraham, verse 16, "now they desire a better country." The desires 
of the Christian, that's where you really see whether they are headed to a heavenly 
country. What are your desires, friends, tonight? Well, may it be for this better country, 
this destination as we hope to see in our third and final point. But let us first sing from 
107, 3 and 4, "O Lord, regard my fears and answer my request." 107, 3 and 4.

"O Lord, regard my fears,
And answer my request;
Turn not in silence from my tears,
But give the mourner rest. 

"I am a stranger here,
Dependent on Thy grace,
A pilgrim, as my fathers were,
With no abiding place."

We have seen the start of this journey, the secret of this journey, and finally, the 
destination of this journey. What is the destination of this journey? You can find this in 
verse 16, "But now they desire a better country, that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is 
not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city." A better 
country, friends. We have just in this past week been able to celebrate the birthday of our 
country of America and we're thankful for our country. We have concerns but there is 
much that we love about our country but there is a much better country, a much much 
better country. 

Oh yes, there's a worse country too. Let me speak first about that worse country because 
those of you who are not heading to this better country, you are heading to a far worse 
country than the country here or any country in this world. What would you consider the 
worst country of our world? North Korea, Somalia, Venezuela or some other place where
there is war, there is strife, there is famine, but my friend, the worst country in all the 
world is the place where there is not a drop of water to cool your tongue. The worst 
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county in all the world is the place where the worm dieth not and the flame is not 
extinguished. 

The worst country in the world is the place where the devil is at home and his angels, a 
bottomless pit where there is a falling and a falling and a falling and a never stopping. 
The worst country in the world is a place where there will be shrieks and howls for all 
eternity and where those who are worst off in hell will be former church members who 
sat in houses of worship like this and who will be saying there throughout all eternity, "I, 
for one, should have know better! I, for one, was told of this city of destruction! I, for 
one, was warned to flee for my life! I, for one, knew people who left the city of 
destruction and who said, 'Come with me, come with me,' and I stayed where I was 
because of this world and because of my desires and because of my flesh." Oh, that worm
of regret will never die. My friend, before we hear of this better country, would that you'd
know of this worst of all country. Oh, that God would emblazon it upon your heart before
it is too late, that today is the day of grace. Do not delay lest one day eternity open up and
you begin to fall and it's a fall from which you never can come back.

They desire a better country. How thankful you should be, my dear brother, my dear 
sister, if God has implanted in your heart this desire for a better country, this faith that 
looks to the unseen world, that looks to God, his righteousness. How is this country 
better? Well, it's better in the sense that all there enjoy rest forever. In this country, we 
have many privileges, many blessings. We can rest from our labors many different times 
but there's not a complete rest. There is much turmoil. There is much trouble. There is 
much fear, much anxiety. But this better country is a country where there will be rest 
forevermore.

This country will be a better country because there will be no more pain, no more toil, no 
more trials. This country is better because it will be the home of love. Edwards said that 
heaven is a world of love: God's love to his people, God's love to his Son, the Son's love 
for his people, his people's love for him, his people's love for each other. Heaven, a world
of love. Even at our best times as a country, America has not been a home of 
unconditional absolute and perfect love, but heaven will be such a better country.

Heaven is a better country because there will be no enemies. Child of God, when once 
you go through those pearly gates, you will forever wave goodbye to Satan, the world 
and your own evil flesh. Never again. They have accompanied you all your life long, they
have assaulted you times without number, but then no more.

It's a better country because there will be no sin. We can't say that now. Sin every day, 
every moment, even in our best works there is the stain of sin. But then no more sin, no 
more unbelief, no more coldness, no more lack for the Lord will be there.

Heaven is a better country because all there will be like Christ. We, John says, shall be 
like him for we will see him as he is. Heaven is a place of unbroken joy. Heaven is a 
place where there is peace forevermore.
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And congregation, do you know what the heaven of heaven is? It's Christ himself. It's 
Immanuel. It's the Lamb to whom belongs all the glory. For we shall see him. We shall 
see his nail pierced hands. We shall see the scars that speak of his undying love unto all 
eternity. Everything in heaven will be made whole and beautiful and perfect but the 
Lamb will still bear his scars in order that the saints will forever praise him and to him 
who loved us and gave himself for us. And not only will Christ be there, but God the 
Father, God the Spirit, the Triune God forevermore. 

My friend, there is no better country. There is no better place. This is the best country of 
all. And Abraham traversed Canaan and it was a good country, it was flowing with milk 
and honey but this better country is flowing with righteousness and glory and happiness 
world without end. Abraham traversed the land of Canaan which had beautiful mountains
and hills and a seashore that was most delightful. He could look up into the heavens in 
which the stars spoke of the promises of God and the sand upon the seashore spoke of all 
his descendants, but in that better country, there will be no more night and there will be 
no more sea, no more restlessness, no more commotion, but it will be perfect 
forevermore.

I ask you tonight: are you heading to the better country? It seems to me I hear someone 
say, "Oh, I wish I knew I was heading there. I fear I'm not. When I look at the compass of
my life, it seems that I'm so fixed on our world, so fixed on the things of the flesh." I 
believe our text stoops very low, maybe you can find yourself in these words, "But now 
they desire a better country. They long for a better country." 

I ask you too to examine yourself. What are your desires? Is there no longing for heaven, 
the holy dwelling of the Lord? Is there no desire to follow after holiness? Is there no 
desire for God and for his righteousness? Is there no hunger and thirst for that which is of
God? If there is not, my friend, would that you would find a quiet place tonight and you'd
pour out your heart, that you'd confess your sins, that you'd confess your lack of desire. 
But if there is that true desire, even if it is small, oh that the Lord would fan it into flame 
and that soon you would be altogether on the journey and that Satan would know it and 
that the world would know it and that your neighbors would know it and that your family 
would know it. That you would plug your ears to this world and the siren calls of this 
world and you would say to your friends and to your neighbors, "Eternal life. Eternal 
life."

My dear believing friend, this is what you should do: you should often be seeking the 
Lord in prayer, desiring him. Prayer is, as our forefathers said, the exercise of our lungs 
whereby we draw the oxygen of heaven into our souls. Prayer through the Spirit brings 
life into our dead souls. Be often on your knees praying for yourself, praying for others, 
praying for the ministers of the Gospel, praying for lost souls who are on their way to the 
worst country that they would be on their way to a better country. Exercise your lungs.

Secondly, abstain from fleshly lusts which war against your soul. Let me put it to you 
bluntly, to all of you but especially to you young people: 1 Peter 2 says it like this, "As 
pilgrims and sojourners, abstain from fleshly lusts which roar against your soul." To put 
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it bluntly: you have no business with sin. You have no business sinning. The Christian 
has no business sinning. Mortify the deeds of the body, Paul says, that you may live. 
Abstain. Say no to the world. Say no to fleshly lusts. Draw a line in the sand and say no 
to all those things that entice you. Many people who never set their face to go to that 
better country are held captive to sins of the flesh and of the mind, to passions which war 
against their soul. 

Oh, my friend, begin this fight of faith by God's grace and by his power. He will redeem 
Israel from all his iniquities. You can't fight this on your own but you can fight it by 
grace. Many here are testimonies to the fact that they too were held in the grip of sin but 
that by faith through the Spirit, God made a difference in their lives and they learned to 
abstain from fleshly lusts.

Fourthly, walk the ancient paths. Walk the old paths of which Jeremiah says in them is 
life. Walk the way of God's commandments. Treasure his word. Be studying his word 
because therein is life, the Lord says. It is your map. It is reverently speaking, a GPS 
whereby you might be able to find your way to that better country. How blessed are the 
undefiled in the way who walk in the law of the Lord.

Congregation, as we close, I want to quote the words of a man who came to know the 
grace of God and he said, "By nature I was on my way to the City of Destruction but by 
the grace of God, I was made a Christian man. By my own actions, I am a great sinner, 
but by his calling, I am a traveler to the Celestial City. I have my worldly goods in my 
backpack, all of which are like some dried bread which I could easily be rid of should I 
need to, but in my breast pocket is my Bible from which I will never part for it speaks to 
me of the promise from which I live and believing, I will one day die."

Friends, some of us may be closer to the River Jordan than we realize. Child of God, do 
you see the country, the better country afar off? I heard of one of you who lost her 
husband not so long ago and when the month mark came that he passed away, she wrote 
on the calendar, "One month in glory." Oh my friend, when millions of years have 
passed, the church of God will cry, "This is altogether better because of the Lamb which 
is all the glory." Amen.

Let us pray.

Holy and merciful Lord God, enliven thy people's hearts that they would go after thee 
more fervently, they would abstain from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, that we 
would make haste for our life's sake. We pray earnestly that those who are still on their 
way to the City of Destruction would take heed to thy word, would take heed to the 
warning, would take heed to thy call, and that none of them would make excuses 
whatever they are, however pious and religious they may seem, that they would learn by 
thy Spirit to understand that it is their sin and their unbelief that holds us. Please work as
thou alone canst do on young and old, that we would take hold of one another, as it were,
and say we have been dawdling way too long. There is a heaven to be gained and a hell 
to  lose. Let us make haste for our life's sake. Lord, dismiss us under thy hands of 
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blessing. Go with us into this new week. Help us, Lord. We need it. And do pardon all 
our many sins. We ask all this in the Redeemer's name and for his sake alone. Amen.
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