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We have now come to the meeting of meetings; Peter with Cornelius and his whole household.  
It was the Holy Spirit who brought about this meeting; Peter, the Jewish apostle who was being 
instructed to formally open the door of salvation to this man who had received so much common 
grace, and who had improved upon it all.  The Bible tells us plainly here, that it was the Spirit’s 
working which led these people to this place at this time, where the gospel would be preached to 
them.  And it was at this time that Cornelius and his whole household would be saved.  I have 
tried to carefully lead you through this portion of Scripture, to show you what I believe to be 
true, that Cornelius was not a saved man before this meeting, but he had been living as a 
righteous man would live, if he had been a Christian.   
       We should always remember the facts of his case; that he was a very devout man, a very 
moral man, and he is even called in verse 22 of this chapter, “a just man, one who fears God and 
has a good reputation among all the nation of the Jews”.    By these words you would think that 
he was already a Christian; and yet we will find out that he needed something more before he 
could be called a saved man.  He needed the Spirit’s work and Peter’s words.  He needed the 
gospel truth which Peter would preach to him, telling him about Jesus Christ.  It was only after 
he would hear these words, and believed them, that he would find himself receiving the essential 
work of the Holy Spirit; the truth being sealed to his heart.  And thus, he would know himself to 
be a Christian, and so, also, would all who were looking on.   
       So, this morning I want to speak to you about the Spirit’s work and Peter’s words.  I want to 
attempt to show you 1st of all – That it is only by the Spirit’s working that mistaken conceptions 
can be corrected, and God’s truth be brought to light. (verses 24-32)  2nd – It is only by the 
Spirit’s working that the glory of God and the Lord Jesus are set forth in the preaching of the 
word. (verses 33-43)  And 3rd – It is only by the Spirit’s working that the hearts and minds of 
men are convinced of the truth of the word and brought to embrace it. (verses 44-48) To make 
these points more simple, think of it this way.  Together we are now going to consider the Holy 
Spirit’s work of illumination, His work of anointing, and His work of pouring Himself out on the 
hearers of the word.  Let us pray to receive these truths so that the work of the Holy Spirit will be 
more clearly seen by each one of us.     
 1st of all – Let us understand that it is only by the Spirit’s working that mistaken 
conceptions can be corrected, and God’s truth be brought to light.    
       We have a very interesting thing that happens here, when Peter was walking in the door of 
Cornelius’ house.  Cornelius met him and it says he fell down at his feet and worshiped him.”  
Now this falling down at Peter’s feet and worshiping him was not just a middle-eastern token of 
respect.  Cornelius really was paying homage to Peter, and the reason that we know this is by 
Peter’s response.  He lifted Cornelius up and said – “Stand up; I myself am also a man.”  
Cornelius was seeing Peter as someone greater than a man because he knew that Peter was the 
Lord’s representative.  I think that each of us needs to understand that in coming to Christ, and 
in living your Christian life to the glory of God, that there are many things that you need to learn 
as you go along.  This is one of them; you do not give worship to a mere man under any 
circumstances.  It is not as though we cannot understand why Cornelius would do such a thing; 
he knew that he was going to receive the most valuable message that he had ever heard in his 
entire life.  He knew that if he received Peter’s words he would be saved.  Nevertheless, it was 
wrong of him to bow in worship to Peter, the Lord’s messenger, as though Peter was the Lord 
Himself.  
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        If you think that this is not something which even the most eminent apostle needs to learn, 
let me show you the truth.  Sometimes we may get so excited about the truth of what we are 
hearing that we may be tempted to worship the person giving it to us.  Turn with me over to 
Revelation chapter 19, verse 9.  “Then he said to me, ‘Write: ‘Blessed are those who are called to 
the marriage supper of the Lamb!”  “And he said to me, ‘these are the true sayings of God.”  “And 
I fell at his feet to worship him.”  “But he said to me, ‘See that you do not do that!”  “I am your 
fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus.”  “Worship God!”  “For the 
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”   This was most glorious news given to John; that 
the Marriage Supper of the Lamb would come; the time when the greatest of the Church’s 
enemies, Babylon the Great would be destroyed, and Christ’s kingdom would come to reign 
upon the earth.  The news gave John such a rush of exuberant joy at the thought, that he fell 
down at the feet of the angel, or living creature who told him this news.  But he is immediately 
told not to do that; rather to worship God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.   
       The conclusion that we should draw is this.  We need the Spirit’s work of confirming the 
truth of God’s word to us, so that we will learn what is appropriate and inappropriate in worship.  
What we might think is appropriate and right to do, may not be right at all.  It may feel right 
when we do it, but it may not be right at all; and so, how are we to know?  We know by what we 
taught and given example of, in the Word of God.  We are not to bow down to men, and by 
extension, neither should we give any man the reverence and worship which belongs to God 
alone. This would include the Pope and his bishops, and every ecclesiastical authority which 
would come close to teaching this.  Keep yourselves, brethren, from false worship.  May the word 
of God regulate all of our worship here in this place.  It is important in this regard to see, that to 
make progress in truth, we should follow the Regulative Principle of Worship, and not allow 
anything to come into the worship of our church which is not commanded in the Bible.   
        But I am trying to show you that it does take the working of the Holy Spirit to be brought to 
the place where you see the particular truth of what God’s word teaches, either doctrinal or 
practical.  For when you are first coming to Christ, there are many things to learn, and even 
when you have attained to a degree of maturity in the Christian faith, there are still more things 
to learn.  Look at Peter’s example in this regard.  In verse 28 when Peter began talking with 
Cornelius and his household, he says – “You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep 
company with, or go to one of another nation.”  “But God has shown me that I should not call 
any man common or unclean.”  Peter was an apostle, and yet he was going to need to rearrange 
his thinking to accommodate what the Lord was doing in saving many Gentiles.  According to 
his past understanding, he would never have come to Cornelius’ house had the Lord the Spirit 
not expressly told him that other nations were not unclean any longer; they were to receive the 
gospel and be saved as well, according the Spirit’s work and leading.   
       This was a truth that was going to take some time for Peter to get used to.  But the Spirit 
would work with him, and He would prevail with Peter because He would illumine Peter’s mind 
to the truth.  Even so, if you would be mature, wise, and discerning, you must pray that the Spirit 
would do the same with you.  Let us understand that there are many important truths to learn in 
relation to the Bible, that will affect the way that you worship, and the way that you will see 
other people around you.  Why are there so many different denominations of Christians at this 
present time in the history of the Church?  Why is it that they cannot all agree in regard to 
doctrine and practice?  It is not because the Holy Spirit has not been given to all who believe in 
the Lord Jesus.  He has.  And it is His ministry to work with each one of us, as one of God’s elect 
people to show them the truth.  He must open the heart.  He must illumine the mind.  He must 
show us what the acceptable way to worship is, and how we should look at other believers and 
other people around us.   
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       Let us understand that at this present time in Church history there are disagreements among 
Christians about doctrine and practice, and the Spirit is the only one who can help us to see 
these matters in a righteous and a Biblically correct way.   This is possible to come to.  Ultimately 
sound doctrine and faithful practice are not a matter of opinions.  We may not be able to resolve 
the differences in doctrine and practice until we have more light from the Spirit.   And yet should 
we see other denominations of Christians as our enemies?  Certainly we should not, if we believe 
that they are true Christians; if we can perceive that they indeed have believed the true gospel. 
But we must live by the convictions that we form, which come to us from the word of God, by 
asking help from God in our discerning the truth.  We should understand that there will be 
errors and heresies which will need to be addressed by us as a church, if we would be faithful to 
learn the Lord’s way and do His good will in regard to the doctrines that we hold to, and the 
worship that we offer up to God.  We must acknowledge that there will be differences between 
those who are Christians and those who call themselves Christians, but who are not.  But this 
does not mean that we cannot understand what we should do, when we see that the Holy Spirit 
can teach us very particularly the truth about what we should do in our worship. 
       The problems only come when we assume that we are right about something which the Holy 
Spirit has not taught us.  We become convinced of certain doctrines which deny God’s 
sovereignty in salvation; doctrines which assert man’s ability to keep God’s commandments 
apart from the actual grace which the Spirit gives.  We come to these conclusions by the strength 
of our own intellectual reasoning, and we fail to really receive what the Lord by His Spirit would 
want to teach us.  In other words we impose our own thoughts and conclusions upon the Bible.  
Similarly, we may want a more man-centered worship rather than a God-centered worship 
because we are swayed by the trends in music, and place our feelings about having style or beat 
in music above that that of having the simplicity of melody and tune, and the theological depth 
and correctness, which are found in the good Psalms and hymns of the past.  Thus, in a man-
centered worship everything that is offered up to God can become tainted with these personal 
preferences, and the authoritative preaching of the word of God ends up being brought down to 
second place in the thoughts of some, and they will choose the church that they will attend based 
upon whether there is contemporary music played there in the worship service.   
       When I say these things I am not meaning to say that there cannot be hymns or songs 
composed in our own day which will glorify God in worship.  There can be, and there have been.  
But it is evident that real care must be taken by those who compose and play the music, not to 
simply be bringing their own entertainments into the worship of God.  We want to give to God 
the glory due His name.  Cornelius learned something very valuable from Peter that day; he was 
not to worship men.  He learned that he should not  give to men the homage that he should only 
give to God.  And we can learn from Peter as well, when we are sensitive to the Holy Spirit’s 
leading.  For when the Holy Spirit is working in your heart you will not be eager to put your own 
personal preferences first, when you are looking to be a part of godly worship; but you will 
rather determine to stick to what the word of God has clearly revealed to you.  Using your 
intellect and your reasoning is certainly the right thing to do in your analysis of Biblical doctrine 
or Biblical practice.  You simply need to see your dependence upon the Spirit in drawing the 
conclusions that you draw.  You will want to draw the conclusions that the Spirit would have you 
to draw and not to make living your Christian life a simple matter of believing in yourself and 
your own strong intellect or human discernment.   
       Each of us needs to learn how great God’s holiness and glory are, rather than to be leaning to 
our own understanding.  The real question is – Am I humble and willing to be taught the way of 
holiness, or have I reached the place where I think that I do not need to learn the way of 
reverencing God in worship?  We are commanded to add to our faith virtue, and to virtue 
knowledge, and to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, and to perseverance 
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godliness, and to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.  It is your duty to 
add these things, and you will add them by the Spirit’s illumining your mind on the specifics in 
every case.  Virtue is connected to knowledge and knowledge to self-control.   You don’t need to 
show off your knowledge; rather, you need to use self-control and be motivated by love.  Be 
responsive, in connection with the truth of God’s word, to the Spirit’s guiding your mind into the 
reality of true, meaningful, and joyful worship; a worship where God is reverenced and treated 
as holy.   
2nd – It is only by the Spirit’s working that the glory of God and the Lord Jesus are 
set forth in the preaching of the word. (verses 33-43) 
       In verse 33 Cornelius says: “So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come.”  
“Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by God.”  
“Then Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘In truth I perceive that God shows no partiality.”  “But 
in every nation whoever fears Him and works righteousness is accepted by Him.”  I want you to 
take notice my brethren of the way that the apostle Peter set forth the glory of God for all of his 
listeners that day.  Indeed he sets it forth for us today, as well.  It is the glory of God to show no 
partiality.  He is no respecter of persons.  In regard to the good works that they will do in their 
attempts to do what is right, in accordance with His will and His word; He looks upon those 
works favorably because there is some real good in them.  That good has come from His own 
common grace at work in their lives, but they have sincerely made a response to His truth and 
His expectations of them.  Whoever fears God and works righteousness is accepted by Him, 
Peter says.   
       In other words, if any person in any nation has regard for God by sincerely going about to 
keep the commandments of God; this is acceptable to God.  It does not merit His favor in such a 
way that He would save them on account of their good works, for by the works of the law shall 
no flesh be saved, but certainly God does consider whatever good and honorable and righteous 
thing that is being done by any person from any nation, to reward them according to their 
works.  For all men, you should understand, are judged by God according to their works.  And if 
they are one of God’s elect, as Cornelius most certainly was, all of his good response to God’s 
common and prevenient grace was rewarded with further revelation; that of the gospel being 
preached to him and his household.  He was worthy of this, even though he himself, because he 
was a humble man, would not say that he was worthy of it.   
       Peter, when he talks about God not showing partiality to any is referring to Cornelius’ being 
a Gentile, and his having a moral and outwardly blameless life as a Gentile; a person who had 
not been favored with the privileges of being a Jew, as far as his having been circumcised, as far 
as his having the Scriptures, and as far as his being a part of the Old Covenant people of God.  
What had taken place with Cornelius was that he had responded in obedience to all the 
commandments and principles of truth from the Old Testament Scriptures which he had heard 
about.  He was living up to the light that had been shown to him.  Let us never think that it is 
only morally degenerate people who are eligible candidates for the preaching of the gospel and 
salvation; it is also those persons who have tried hard to do what is right, and they have 
faithfully attempted to improve upon all that has been taught to them about the God of the 
Bible, by living it out in the best way that they know how.  These are also in need of the gospel, 
and salvation through the Person and work of Jesus Christ our Lord.    
       Why do moral people need Christ?  It is because their persons and their works can in no way 
be acceptable to God ultimately, apart from their being in Christ.  Only Christ has died for 
sinners and for sins.  Only Christ can truly make us accepted before God, no matter how good a 
person we have become by our own efforts.  Romans 3 states that there is no one who by nature 
does good, no not one.  There is none who seeks after God.  There is no fear of God before their 
eyes.  By nature, this is the way that all men are.  All are under sin.  But brethren, Cornelius it 
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says in this chapter that we are studying, had all of these things; fearing God, righteous works, 
praying to God always.  And so we must conclude that a person can have great common grace 
given to them; they can be raised by loving and godly parents, they may have had the Scriptures 
read and preached to them often; they may have been taught the truth of the Bible and the Ten 
Commandments, and they may have responded to this teaching in a humanly good way, in 
accordance with their own intellect and will.  They are not perfect, but they are trying to do what 
is right.  This is good, but there will always be something lacking or missing until they believe in 
Christ and are complete in Him.   
       There is a glory in Christ’s Person and His work, that goes far beyond the glory of the most 
moral man who has ever lived.  Peter preached of Christ’s great glory to Cornelius that day, and 
the Holy Spirit helped him greatly.  As it says in verse 36 – “God sent His word to the children of 
Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ – He is Lord of all.”  I want you to see this clearly 
now; God Himself is the One who offers peace to sinful men through His having reconciled the 
world to Himself through Jesus Christ.  That is, it was God who was in Christ doing this, not 
imputing their trespasses to them, but laying them on His own beloved Son.  And so, He made 
Christ who knew no sin, to become sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him.  Oh, what glory it is, that the Lord of glory, our Lord Jesus Christ, would agree to 
the Father’s proposed terms, in the council of peace which was held in eternity past; to take 
upon Himself human flesh in His Incarnation; that He would come into this fallen world of 
sinners for this very purpose; to make peace between God and man.  For God is at enmity with 
sinners, and they may think that their sins are not that many, and their sins are not that great.  
But God sees the heinousness of the smallest sin.   
       And that is why He says through James – “Whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet 
stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.”   No, the only way that you can find peace with God, is if 
all your sins are dealt with through Christ’s death.  And the only way that you can be seen as 
perfectly righteous is when you come to believe that the chastisement for your peace was laid on 
Him on the cross, and He purchased it by His obedience, sufferings and death.   This is what 
Cornelius needed that He did not yet have.  He was not yet justified in the sight of God.  His 
works had come up as a memorial before God, but they would not be enough to save Him if he 
did not come to Christ.  Ah, the glory of the cross, and the glory of Christ’s resurrection that the 
Holy Spirit was able to impart these blessings on this day that he heard the gospel.  You, too, 
whoever you are, can know the glory of having the Prince of peace grant you peace with God, if 
you will simply trust in Christ as your Savior.   
       You see, it was the glory of God that He anointed Jesus with the Holy Spirit and with power, 
and He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil in His earthly 
ministry.  God was with Him.  And God was with Him when His apostles and disciples all 
deserted him and fled from the garden of Gethsemane.  And God was with Him answering His 
prayers that He would not turn back from going to the cross; that He would be able to do God’s 
will perfectly and fulfill the law entirely.  Christ poured out His prayers unto God with strong 
crying and tears to Him who was able to save Him from death, even the Father, and He was 
heard because of His godly fear.  The Father heard His prayers and answered them perfectly in 
His laying on Him the iniquity of us all.  “Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the 
things which He suffered.”  “And having been perfected, he became the author of eternal 
salvation to all who obey Him.” (Hebrews 5: 7-9)  Ah, the glory of the cross. 
       But then there was also the glory of Christ’s resurrection which Peter preached to Cornelius.  
Verse 40 – “Him God raised up on the third day, and showed Him openly, not to all the people, 
but witnesses chosen before by God, even to those who ate and drank with Him.  Cornelius was 
expected to believe the testimony of one of these witnesses who had seen Christ risen from the 
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dead.  And the same is expected of you here listening to me today.  You must believe in Peter’s 
witness to Christ; the things that he said to Cornelius here.   
3rd – It is only by the Spirit’s working that the hearts and minds of men are 
convinced of the truth of the word and brought to embrace it. (verses 42-48)   
       Cornelius had asked Peter to speak to him and all those gathered, all the things that had 
been commanded him by God.  And Peter gave him an overview.  But he concluded his message 
with these words in verse 42.  “And Christ commanded us to preach to the people, and to testify 
that it is He who was ordained by God to be Judge of the living and the dead.”  “To Him all the 
prophets witness that, through His name, whoever believes in Him will receive remission of 
sins.”  This was good news to Cornelius.  He knew that God was a great Judge and that he would 
judge all men someday.  But what he did not know before this was that Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 
was the One ordained by God to be the Judge of the living and the dead.  The One who would be 
the Judge was the One who had died and risen again for sinners like himself.  He realized that 
even though he had tried his hardest to please God that there was only one Person who was 
perfect and that was Jesus.  He would receive this truth; he would believe in the Lord Jesus.   
       But then something perfectly marvelous happened.  While Peter was still speaking these 
words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard the word.  The Holy Spirit was poured upon 
Cornelius and all those Gentiles gathered with him to hear the word of God.  Rivers of living 
waters were poured out upon them that day, so that they greatly rejoiced.  They were not only 
given the gift of salvation, but they were given the gift of speaking in tongues in order to magnify 
God.  I want you to see and understand today this truth in closing.  Just because the gift of 
tongues ceased at the end of the first century when the apostles left the scene and the word of 
God was canonized, it does not mean that God cannot or will not pour out His Spirit upon 
sinners who He would bring to Christ, or to believers who are looking to Him for power to 
preach and testify to Christ.  The Holy Spirit, according to the will and purpose of God, 
continues to be poured out whenever and wherever it is God’s purpose to see Christ’s kingdom 
advance.  Let us believe this, for someday the knowledge of the glory of the Lord will cover the 
earth as the waters cover the sea.  And this will come about, not simply because of the zeal which 
Christians have to see this come to pass.  But it will come in God’s way, and God’s time, because 
He purposes to build in the way that will glorify Him the most.   
       It will not be by might, nor by men’s power, but by My Spirit, says God in Zechariah 4: 6.  
This morning we have seen the door of the gospel formally opened to the Gentiles.  The gospel 
which was initially received so eagerly by many Jews on the day of Pentecost, by the pouring out 
of the Spirit on that day, and for a few years following, that gospel ceased to be received by them, 
except for a remnant.  And so we are currently living in what is called the times of the Gentiles.  
But even as Peter had to be taught not to consider any man common or unclean, even so, we 
should remember that someday the Spirit will be poured out once again on the Jews, and God’s 
covenant will be fulfilled with them as a nation.  Listen to Isaiah 44: 1 – “Yet hear now, O Jacob, 
My servant, and Israel whom I have chosen.”  “Thus says the Lord who made you and formed 
you from the womb, who will help you: ‘Fear not, O Jacob My servant; and you, Jeshurun, whom 
I have chosen.”  “For I will pour water on him who is thirsty, and floods on the dry ground; I will 
pour My Spirit on your descendants and My blessing on your offspring; they will spring up 
among the grass like willows by the watercourses.”  “One will say, ‘I am the Lord’s; another will 
call himself by the name of Jacob; another will write with his hand, ‘the Lord’s’, and name 
himself by the name of Israel.”  
       When the Spirit is poured out, and people trust in the Lord Jesus, the appropriate response 
is to be baptized by immersion in water, and this is why Peter said – “Can anyone forbid water, 
that these should not be baptized who have received the Holy Spirit just as we have?”  If you 
have believed in Jesus, you will desire to be baptized.    
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