
MEASURING YOUR FAITH
MATTHEW 9:29

Introduction
These tremendous words were spoken by Jesus to two blind men.  They were
greatly rewarded for their faith because their eyes were opened!   

Jesus did not say, according to your "fate" or according to your "fortune";
nor did He say, according to your "feelings," but He did say, "According to
your faith . . .".

I. UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE DIFFERENT KINDS OF
FAITH!  
In fact, there are at least five different kinds of faith we can express:
A.  There is NATURAL FAITH!  

Natural faith is a kind of faith that even lost people can and do
express!  This kind of faith may or may not let you down!

Natural faith is the type of faith such as you might have in a
bank—you deposit your money there having faith that your
money will be safe and available when you need it or want it. 

Natural faith is also shown by those who fly the airways—we
step on board that plane believing that the pilot can fly the
plane to our destination and that the plane is airworthy enough
to fly to our destination.

Natural faith is also the faith you have in your employer that
you will be paid after having worked for them during the
previous pay period.

B.  There is INTELLECTUAL FAITH!
Again, this is a kind of faith that even lost people can and do
express.   

A woman baking a cake and following a recipe or instructions
on the cake box is exercising intellectual faith.  She has reason
to believe that a cake will result from following the cake recipe
or instructions on the box. 
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     When we last had a total eclipse of the sun, scientific facts led
us to accept by faith that the eclipse would come at a certain
time and none of us were disappointed, as it came right on
schedule.

  The next one is scheduled to come in 2024, and all of us
believe that it will be on schedule, too.

Natural Faith...Intellectual Faith...
C.  There is HISTORICAL FAITH!  

Once again, this is a kind of faith that even lost people can and
do express.

We believe that Napoleon actually lived and led a great army. 
We believe that George Washington was the first President of
the United States and that Abraham Lincoln was our President
during The Civil War and gave the Gettysburg Address.  

We believe these things, not because we were there, but
because we have eyewitness testimony of those who were there
that has been recorded in history.  We can choose to either
believe or disbelieve the historical records based upon our
perceived veracity of those records!

This is one kind of faith believers use when it comes to the to
the veracity of Scripture! We believe the Bible accounts that
tell us Jesus Christ actually walked this Earth and that the
historical accounts of the Scripture relating to His life are true!

Many of the Historical accounts of Scripture can be verified 
from other recorded historical documents as well as from
archeological evidence that has been uncovered over the years.

D.  There is SAVING FAITH!  
Romans 10:9-10
This is Bible faith that repents of sin and believes that God will
keep His promise and save us by His grace, through our faith!
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E.  There is VICTORIOUS FAITH!  
This is the faith of a child of God that helps him to exercise
prayer and obedience in the Christian life, believing that God
will give certain rewards and benefits because He has promised
to do so.  We read in the Scriptures, "And this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith" (I John 5:4).

In this message we are not going to discuss natural faith,
intellectual faith, historical faith or saving faith; but I want us to
consider the matter of victorious faith that helps the Christian to
do things for God.

II. UNDERSTAND THAT THERE ARE DIFFERENT DEGREES
OF FAITH!
The Bible speaks of a "measure of faith" and also of a "proportion of 
faith."  Our text says, "According to your faith."  

These all seem to indicate that there are various degrees of faith.  

Let’s consider several verses that help us to understand this truth.
A.  There is the matter of having NO FAITH!  

In the Bible, we read the statement, "How is it that ye have no
faith?"(Mark 4:40).  

Jesus asked this question of His disciples in the boat when they
feared that they would perish.  

Surely there are many defeated Christians living without power
and victory who have no faith.

     B.  There is the matter of having LITTLE FAITH!  
In Matthew 8:26 Jesus said, "O ye of little faith."  

This is Matthew’s account of the disciples in a ship in a storm.
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     C.  There is the matter of having WEAK FAITH!  
"Him that is weak in the faith receive ye . . ." (Romans 14:1).  

Here the Apostle Paul is referring to an immature Christian
who has not been made strong yet.  He is spoken of as being
weak in the faith.

     D.  There is the matter of having DEAD FAITH!  
We read, "Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead" 
(James 2:17).  

We might call this a faith that is “head knowledge” only!
Genuine faith brings forth action.  There is proof wherever 
there is genuine faith.  James admonished his readers to show
him their faith by their works!

     E.  There is the matter of having VAIN FAITH!  
The Bible speaks again of another kind of faith.  " . . .and your
faith is also vain" (1 Corinthians 15:14).  

The word "vain" means empty or of no avail.  In other words it
would be faith that is in the wrong object!

That is the problem with religious people who have not
believed the Gospel!  It is not that they have NO FAITH, or
LITTLE FAITH, or WEAK FAITH, or DEAD FAITH.

Their problem is that the faith they have is VAIN FAITH!
Their faith is in something that cannot achieve what they are
hoping for!

     F.  There is the matter of having GREAT FAITH!  
Jesus spoke to the Gentile woman who sought for crumbs from
under the table and said to her, "I say unto you, I have not found
so great faith, no, not in Israel." (Luke 7:9)  

In several places Jesus spoke of those who had great faith.

Page 4 of  8



MEASURING YOUR FAITH
MATTHEW 9:29

     G.  There is the matter of being FULL OF FAITH!  
The Bible says this of Barnabas:  "For he was a good man, and
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith" (Acts 11:24).  

This early New Testament Christian was a tremendous
example and pattern for all believers.  

What a great compliment, that he was full of faith!

     H.  There is the matter of having STEADFAST FAITH!  
" . . .beholding your order, and the steadfastness of your faith
in Christ" (Colossians 2:5)

There is great peace and contentment in being settled and
relaxed about the promises of God.  

(e.g.  Romans 4:18-22 – Abraham)

Israel continued in doubt and unbelief, but Paul complimented
the early Christians because of their steadfastness of faith.
(Or we could say an unwavering faith!)

     I.  There is the matter of being RICH IN FAITH!  
James speaks in his book of being rich in faith.  

"Hath not God chosen the poor of this world rich in faith?" 
(James 2:5).  

He is insinuating that faith is a more valuable asset than money.

     J.  There is the matter of having PRECIOUS FAITH!  
Peter wrote, " . . .to them that have obtained like precious faith
. . ." (2 Peter 1:1).  
He was referring, of course, to our salvation that makes us
partakers of the grace and mercy of God.  This is surely a
precious attribute.  
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The word "precious" is often used in relation to something that
is scarce and very valuable, such as precious stones.
But there, Peter is speaking of "precious faith."

K.  There is the matter of having HOLY FAITH!  
"…building up yourselves on your most holy faith…" (Jude 20).

In all of these Bible phrases, we see an evidence of degrees of faith.

So We’ve Seen–Different Kinds Of Faith, Different Degrees Of Faith, 

III. DIFFERENT PEOPLE OF FAITH.
     No sermon on faith would be complete without reference to Hebrews,

chapter 11, where we find the great Hall of Faith.  

Some of God's choicest people of faith are listed, with specific
comments about their faith and what their faith did!  (Abel, Enoch,
Noah, Abraham, Sara, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Joshua, and Rahab)

Some others are named as people of faith with general comments about
what their faith accomplished.  (Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthae, 
David, Samuel and the prophets are mentioned, but not by name.)

Then there are many others who are mentioned but not named, whose 
faith brought them through some difficult times.  (“...and others...”)  

i.e. The Bible is filled with stories of people of faith who believed God.

 IV. QUESTIONS ABOUT FAITH.
     A.  WHAT IS FAITH?  (Forsaking All I Trust Him)

The Bible says, "Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen" (Hebrews 11:1).

Faith is taking God at His Word!
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     B.  WHERE DO WE GET FAITH?  
"So then, faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of
God"  (Romans 10:17).  

The more a person reads the Bible and mediates in the Book,
the more faith he will have.  

The Bible promises, "For whosoever shall call upon the name
of the Lord shall be saved" (Rom. 10:13).  

But the next verse explains further, "How then shall they call
on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard?" (vs. 14).

     C.  WHAT DOES FAITH IN THE WORK OF CHRIST ON
THE CROSS DO FOR A SINNER?  
Plain and simple—Faith brings salvation to the sinner!

"For by grace are ye saved through faith . . ." (Eph. 2:8).  

The thief on the cross is an example of this.  He had no
opportunity to make restitution or even to be baptized.  
He simply trusted in Christ and went that day to Paradise.

     D.  WHAT DOES FAITH DO FOR THE SAINT?  
For the Christian, faith is the overcoming factor.  We read,
"And this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our
faith" (I John 5:4).  

(The song we sing: “Faith Is The Victory” comes from here!)

Christians of great faith do great works and accomplish great
things for God.

     E.  WHAT CAN WE DO BY FAITH?  (Matthew 17:19-20)
Answer: Any thing God wants us to do!
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In the Scriptures we read that it is possible to "walk by faith,"
"pray in faith," "add to your faith," "contend for the faith,"
"continue in the faith" and many other such phrases.

F.  WHAT SHOULD WE NOT DO?  
We read in the Bible that it is possible to "depart from the
faith," "deny the faith," "err from the faith" and "waver in
faith."  These things are to be avoided.

Conclusion 
Someone has said that "faith sees the invisible, faith tries the impossible and
faith bears the intolerable."  

Surely faith in God is a great characteristic in the life of an individual.  
We should pray as the one who said, "Lord, I believe; help thou mine unbelief"
(Mark 9:24).

May the Lord help us to believe the truths of Scripture, not with head
knowledge (dead faith) but with a faith that moves us to action for Him!

Are saved?  Have you ever expressed saving faith in the Lord Jesus Christ?
If not, my friend you don’t want to leave this world without having done so! 
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