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Follow the Light 
John 8:12-30 !

BI: The battle for souls is fierce, but the forces of darkness cannot overpower the 
life-giving light of Christ.  

Read John 8:12-30 !
Introduction:  

      In the prologue to John’s Gospel (1:4-5) the beloved apostle says of Jesus: “In Him 
was life, and the life was the Light of men. 5 The Light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overpower it.” I think this verse is key to our understanding of John 
chapter 8. We are helped to interpret this passage by understanding that John wrote it 
some 40 years after the resurrection. John was writing from the perspective of one who 
was there at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry and had the privilege of seeing His gospel 
flourish throughout the known world despite all the opposition that had come against 
Christ. No matter what His opponents said or did, they simply could not put out Christ’s 
light. And even when they accomplished their ultimate conspiracy to have Him murdered, 
it wasn’t long before people realized that not even death itself had the power to snuff out 
His light for God raised Him from the dead!	

    “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The Light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overpower it.” From this verse we see John’s definition of Light. 
“Light” in this verse is a metaphor of life. And John wants us to see Jesus as the source of 
eternal life. The whole Gospel is designed to show us that Jesus is the source of life to all 
who will believe and that all of the forces of darkness together do not have the power to 
keep Him from imparting life (eternal life) to whomever He will. 	

    To use the Apostle Paul’s terms, Jesus is the Light who rescues sinners from “the 
domain of darkness” (Col. 1:13) and made us “children of Light” (Eph. 5:8). In other 
words, He saves us from sin and death and gives to us eternal life.	

    As John looked back over the decades since the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, he cant 
help but conclude that “the Light shines in the darkness and the darkness did not 
overpower it.” But that doesn’t mean that the darkness didn’t try. The forces of darkness 
are always at work trying to snuff out the Light. And in Jesus’ lifetime, the primary 
weapon Satan used was the authority of the Chief Priests, Pharisees, and Scribes. They 
hated Jesus and did everything in their power to discredit and destroy Him. And that is 
what we see in this section of the gospel. Especially here in chapter 8 we see the fierce 
opposition of the Pharisees against Christ. 	

    It all begins with a statement Jesus makes at the beginning of chap. 8. Jesus declares 
(8:12) “I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but 
will have the Light of life.” Now notice carefully the wording of this declaration. If the 
“Light of life” is Jesus Himself, than what He is saying is that “he who follows Me, has 
Me.” To follow Me is to have Me.	




    If the “world” (cosmos – v. 12) is the place of darkness, than what it is that people 
need? They need light. In fact, in Matthew’s gospel, He introduces Jesus’ ministry in 
Galilee by quoting a messianic prophesy by Isaiah which said, “THE PEOPLE WHO WERE 
SITTING IN DARKNESS SAW A GREAT LIGHT, AND THOSE WHO WERE SITTING IN THE LAND 
AND SHADOW OF DEATH, UPON THEM A LIGHT DAWNED.” (Matt. 4:16).  	

    You may remember too, that when Zacharias (John Baptist’s father) prophesied at his 
Son’s birth He described the coming Messiah as “The sunrise from on high”… who will 
“shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.” So it would seem that 
metaphor of darkness is not only a reference to the presence of evil and sin in the world 
but to the “shadow of death,” a shadow that all men are born under - the specter of 
inevitable death. 	

     From an early age we all figure out that everyone dies. That’s a terrifying prospect if 
you have NO hope eternal life. And yet, at the same time we fear death we also love sin. 
“This is the judgment (3:19), that the Light has come into the world and men loved 
darkness rather than light, for their deeds were evil”.	

     When I was a teenager my brother and I were introduced to Rock Climbing. After we 
gained some mastery of the equipment we were then introduced to what is called Vertical 
Spelunking. Vertical Spelunking is when you attach yourself to a rope and lower yourself 
vertically into a deep, dark cave just for the fun of it. Many caves around the world have 
tunnels that branch off from the main cavern in all directions, some of them for miles on 
end. 	

     Now imagine being lost in a cave with a group of people who have limited food and 
water. A couple of guys, who fancy themselves as leaders, announce that they know the 
way out and everyone should follow them. What no one realizes, however, is that will 
lead everyone in the wrong direction. Following them means you will eventually get to 
the end of that cave and discover too late that you have been misled. It’s a dead end. Soon 
the rations will run. What little light you have will fade, and the whole group will be lost. 	

     But since we are using our sanctified imagination this morning, imagine a new twist in 
the story. While you are walking along in that cave going the wrong direction someone 
descends on a rope from above with food, water, light, and a map - and announces that 
you are indeed going the wrong direction, but there if good news. The good news is that 
if you will turn around and follow Him, He will lead you safely out of the cave into the 
light of day. 	

      Now everyone in the group has a choice to make. Will I continue walking with my 
friends down this dark cave, or will I turn around a entrust myself to this man who came 
from above and promises to lead us into the light of day?	

    Problem is, I don’t really want to leave my friends. And we kind of like the dark 
because we can do things that would be totally inappropriate to do out in the light. In the 
light everything can be seen. But in the dark we can keep our sinful desires, habits and 
behaviors concealed. Amazingly, in the end many mock and ridicule the messenger from 
above and all but a few choose to follow their misguided leaders into the deadly darkness. 
The fact is, “They love darkness because their deeds are evil.” 	




    Now, I made up this little tale to help us understand a rather complex dialogue between 
Jesus and the Pharisees. The Pharisees are like your friends in the cave who fancy 
themselves to be the leaders. Jesus, on the other hand, is the man who descended from 
above to lead you out of the darkness. Now let me guide you through the text with this 
scenario in mind. 	

     When Jesus came He announced that He is the Light of the world and that whoever 
follows Him will not walk in darkness by have the light of life. But the Pharisees resisted 
Him (8:13) “You are testifying about yourself. Your testimony is not true.” To which 
Jesus responds (14-18), “You don’t know where I come from. My Father sent me to bring 
you light and life.”	

    The Pharisees respond (19-22), “Where is your father?” To which Jesus replies, “You 
don’t know my Father and that is why you don’t know Me. I am going away and you will 
seek me, but you will die in your sin… Where I am going you cannot come. Then He 
says (23-24), You are from below, and I am from above; you are of this world, I am not of 
this world. Therefore, unless you believe me, you will die in your sins.”	

    The Pharisees respond (25), “Who are you?” 	

    “What I have been telling you all along”, Jesus says. (26) “He who sent me is true and 
the things which I heard from Him these I speak to the world… (28-29)) “I do nothing on 
my own initiative, but I speak the things that my Father taught Me. And He who sent me 
is with me; He has not left me along, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” 	

     What we see here, beloved, is the battle between darkness and light. Jesus has 
descended from the Father into our darkness and He has come with food (He is the bread 
of life) water (He is the living water), light (He is the Light of life) and a map (He is the 
divine wisdom of the Father to lead us safely home). But for all of that - many, many 
people resist the good news He brings and refuse to follow Him. Why? Because men love 
darkness rather than light. 	

     Now, just as an aside you need to know on a practical level that whether you are 
engaging in evangelism or discipleship, people will not immediately love you for 
pointing out their sin and calling them to repentance. They may get angry at you, insult 
you, gossip about you or begin to treat you as if you were dead. Nevertheless, we are 
commanded to do it anyway:	


• Luke 17:3  “Be on your guard! If your brother sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, 
forgive him.”	


• Matt. 18:15 “If your brother sins show him his fault…”	

• Gal. 6:1 “If anyone sins, you who are spiritual restore him in a spirit of 

gentleness…”	

• 2 Tim. 4:2 “Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, 

rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.”	

• James 5:20 “He who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul 

from death.”	




Nevertheless, it is not easy to be on the receiving end of a rebuke or have someone call 
you to change course and repent. Jesus was rebuking the Pharisees and calling them to 
repentance for their own good. But they would not listen to Him. And they hated Him for 
pointing out their error and sin. 	

     And the big question they had was, “Why should we follow you?” And Jesus’ answer 
was:	


• You should you follow Me? Because (14) “I know where I came from and where I 
am going.” Not only that, but (16) “My father sent Me.”	


• Why should follow me? Because time is short. (21) “I am going away and you will 
seek me but not find me… and where I am going you cannot come.”	


• Why should you follow me? Because (23), “I am from above.” Unlike you, I 
haven’t always lived in the darkness of this cave. I have come from a place where 
I can see with perfect clarity the danger of this place and the direction you are 
headed. 	


• Why should you follow me? Because I know that the way you are going leads to 
death and Hell. I have come to tell you that if you don’t repent (24) “you will die 
in your sin.”	


• Why should you follow me? Because the message I bring you is from God 
Himself. (28-29) “I do nothing of my own initiative, but I speak these things as the 
father taught me, and He who sent me is with Me; He has not left me alone, for I 
always do the things that are pleasing to Him.”	


• Why should you follow me? Most importantly, because I am your God. (24) 
“Unless you believe that I Am, you will die in your sins.  (28) “When you lift up 
the Son of Man, they you will know that I Am...” Every Jew hearing his voice that 
day would have understood that Jesus was using the name God used of Himself on 
Mt. Sinai when Moses first met Him. He was claiming to be their God. And He 
will do it again at the end of this chapter, and when He does they will pick up 
stones to execute Him. 	


    You see, Jesus is “the light of the world.” He was sent from above to rescue us from 
the darkness of sin and separation from God. And when you choose to repent and walk in 
His light, you see everything differently. 	


• You see the Bible differently.	

• You see Jesus differently.	

• You see the Bible differently.	

• You see the church differently.	

• You see the beauty of God’s creation differently. One author writes: 	


He will be the light in which you see mountains and valleys and oceans and rivers 
and trees and animals and people. Nothing will be the same again when you have 
him as your light. Everything looks different in the light of Christ. Yes, even 
earthquakes and tsunamis and suffering and death. Until his light fills the earth as 



the waters cover the sea—until it banishes sin and sickness and pain and 
earthquakes to the outer darkness—until then, even now, his light will help you 
bear the sorrows of darkness. It will be a soft glow to comfort you in your lonely 
room after the devastating loss. It will be a lamp on your troubled path. It will 
reveal the wise and loving face of God behind every frowning providence.  1

     My friends, this is what we offer our friends and neighbors, coworkers and family. We 
step into the darkness and offer them the Light of the world knowing that we who follow 
Him will not walk in darkness, but have the Light of life. And we offer Him with the 
confidence that in God’s sovereign grace, some will believe (Read v. 30). 	

!
BI: The battle for souls is fierce, but the forces of darkness cannot overpower the 
life-giving light of Christ.  
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