
A Humble Perspective  

By Pastor Jeff Alexander (2/11/2015) 

Text: James 4:10-17 

“Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. Do not speak evil against one anoth-

er, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the 

law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There 

is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge 

your neighbor? Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a 

town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— yet you do not know what tomorrow 

will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 

Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” As it is, you boast 

in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. So whoever knows the right thing to do and fails to 

do it, for him it is sin. “ 

Introduction  

We are taking up where we left off in James 4. James addresses the issue of pride and how it is 

manifested in life. He concluded the previous section (vv with the statement that exaltation 

comes only after humiliation. He then presents two examples of arrogance that demonstrate the 

natural tendency to misuse the law. First, there is the tendency to use law as a means of getting 

justice on those who offend. Second, he addresses those who presume on life without taking 

God’s will into account. We touched on this first point last December before Christmas, dealing 

with scandal mongering. Today, we want to see how the law relates to pride and humility.  

1. God’s fundamental rule of piety 

God’s fundamental rule of piety in both testaments is that humiliation must precede exaltation. 

Jesus as the prime example of this, as we saw in last week’s message. Followers of Jesus, in or-

der to be like Jesus, must also submit to this rule—”Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, 

and whoever humbles himself will be exalted” (Matt. 23:12). 

Jesus warned the disciples not to follow the example of the Pharisees in their attempts to gain 

unlawful approval though elevating their spiritual station in eyes of others. God’s plan is that 

“the greatest” among us should be slaves (Matt. 23:11). The single motive and focus of a slave is 

obeying his master’s will. All he wants is his master’s approval. What others may think of him is 

irrelevant. 

2. Our natural tendency 

On the other hand, pride thrives on approval. At the same time, we fiercely resist any negative 

assessment of our character. Our natural tendency is to reject anything that causes us to “lose 

face.” We seek to avoid a truthful and honest opinion of us by others. We mask that resistance by 

appearing to be humble—”no one is perfect.” And we do our best to correct whatever we find 

wrong with us. However, self-correction is a tool of our pride to keep us from real change. That 

is why we need others in our lives to lovingly help us to see ourselves as God sees us. 

I. James’ Argument and law. 

How can we argue that James has law in mind when he talks about pride and humility? 



1. Note verse six: “But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, ‘God opposes the proud, but he 

gives grace to the humble.’” God opposes pride by exposing it through law; His remedy for 

overcoming pride is the gift of grace. 

2. Verses 7-9 describe the work of repentance, which is a response to the conviction of law. 

“Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to 

God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you 

double-minded. Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and 

your joy to gloom.” 

3. Verses 11, 12 speak of the wrong use of the law by prideful persons. 

“The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and 

judges the law.” 

Thus, God’s remedy for prideful exaltation—Law.  

David understood this well, “If your law had not been my delight, then I would have perished in 

my affliction” (Psalm 119:92). His affliction referred to consequences of disobedience to the law.  

Obedience is the mark of a humble soul. However, prideful people seem to have an on-going 

issue with law. Mention law, and accusations of legalism fly. Somehow many see law as antago-

nistic to grace. The truth is, grace enables us to experience the power to transform in areas 

that law exposes. Thus, David delights in God by delighting in His law, which evidences the 

grace of God in his life. “Oh how I love your law! It is my meditation all the day” (Psa. 119:97). 

II. Paul’s Perspective on the Law 

Some have mistaken Paul’s emphasis on law and grace as mutually adversarial, however, Paul 

was fighting the teaching that one can use law to transform his own life in order to please 

God. 

1. Paul’s attitude? “So then, the law is holy, and the commandment is holy, righteous, and 

good” (Romans 7:12).  

It is the sinner who wants to use the law unlawfully.  

The law judges our pride and sin but the sinner wants to make the law serve him, not break him 

and drive him to the grace that is in Jesus. 

The lawful use of the law is outlined in Romans 7.  

Without diving too deeply in to that chapter, we can observe what is important in Paul’s mes-

sage. Arguing that spiritual nature of the law, Paul states, “I do not understand my own actions. 

For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now if I do what I do not want, I 

agree with the law, that it is good” (Rom. 7:15, 16).  

2. Paul understood two things:  

(1) The law pointed to the good, but  

(2) He was unable to do what he knew was good.  



He knew that he wanted the good but he lacked the power to be good. There was nothing in Paul 

that enabled obedience to the law. With an inward drive to honor God in obedience, he was driv-

en to cry, “Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death?”  

He knew that law revealed the good, but it could not help him to do good due to the weakness 

of his flesh (8:3). “For God has done [in grace] what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not 

do.” 

3. Paul’s solution  

He did not to discard the law but to sought deliverance from the hostility of the flesh toward the 

law.  

He humbled himself in order that he might be exalted to joyful obedience to God by the grace of 

the Spirit empowering. 

The most misunderstood remark  

Perhaps the most misunderstood remark in this chapter is the last verse: “So then, I myself serve 

the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.” Paul was not saying that 

he was free to sin as long as he acknowledged that the law good. Verse 7 of chapter 8 corrects 

that view: “The mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s 

law; indeed, it cannot.” Instead, Paul points to the gift of the Spirit through Christ’s gospel. “The 

mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace” (v. 6). “Our old self 

was crucified with [Christ] in order that the body of sin [not the law] might be brought to noth-

ing, [why?] so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin” (Rom. 6:6).  

Indeed, “now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you 

get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life” (6:22).  

The fruit of obedience to law is righteousness. It is the grace of the Spirit that enables obedi-

ence to God.  

III. James’ Illustration 

James focused on this tendency in the passage before us. The humble submits to the law and 

trusts God for grace to obey: “Humble yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you” (v. 10).  

Two illustrations are given to demonstrate the principle of James 4:10 

1. The misuse of law in resolving personal offenses  

“Humble yourselves” . .  [how? By not speaking evil against a brother.]“Do not speak evil 

against one another, brothers. The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, 

speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the 

law but a judge. There is only one lawgiver and judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But 

who are you to judge your neighbor?” (James 4:11, 12). 

2. Jesus’ summary of law and His commandment 

“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 

mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets” (Mat-

thew 22:37-40). \ 



How this ties into James’ warning against scandal mongering. James asked, “Who are you to 

judge your neighbor?” Judging people who have offended you. This usually also involves others 

with whom you share your grievance. The motive? often to gain their sympathy.  

Loving God involves loving all that He is. Law reveals His character.  

Conclusion 

Oh that God would grant us grace to understand our prideful tendencies to unlawful use of law 

by granting us the power to love God and our neighbor in ways that promote our neighbor’s 

good and God’s glory.  


