
1A THE TERMS USED TO DESCRIBE THE SCRIPTURES 

Now as we said, Psa 119 is about the Bible itself. It is about the Word of God, and 

with the exception of only five verses, every verse in this psalm makes mention of 

the Word of God under one title or another. 

We want to look at those descriptive words that are used to identify the Bible by 

the author of this Psalm. 

Notice, then, the terms employed to describe the scriptures in Psa 119: 

1. WORD - the declaration of God’s mind 

KJV Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 
 
 
2. LAW - God’s sovereign rules we are to live by 
 
KJV Psalm 119:18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy 
law. 
 
 
3. TESTIMONIES - God’s witness of what is true 
 
KJV Psalm 119:24 Thy testimonies also are my delight and my counsellors. 
 
 
4. STATUTES - Fixed and established rules of behavior 
 
KJV Psalm 119:5 O that my ways were directed to keep thy statutes! 
 
 
5. COMMANDMENTS - the authoritative expression of God’s will 
 
KJV Psalm 119:10 With my whole heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from 
thy commandments. 
 
 
6. PRECEPTS - What God prescribes to us as our duty 
 
KJV Psalm 119:63 I am a companion of all them that fear thee, and of them that keep 
thy precepts. 
 
 



7. JUDGMENTS - that by which we must judge and be judged. 
 
KJV Psalm 119:52 I remembered thy judgments of old, O LORD; and have comforted 
myself. 
 
 
8. WAY - God’s path and pattern of behavior 
 
KJV Psalm 119:37 Turn away mine eyes from beholding vanity; and quicken thou me in 
thy way. 
 
 
9. TRUTH - that which is permanently and universally valid 
 
KJV Psalm 119:30 I have chosen the way of truth: thy judgments have I laid before me. 
 
 
It is true that these terms are all different from one another, but they are not to be 
sharply distinguished from each other either. They provide literary variety for describing 
the Word of God so as to avoid a repetitious redundancy, while at the same time  
showing the rich multifaceted nature of the Word of God. 
 
 
2A THE CHARACTERISTICS POSSESSED BY THE SCRIPTURES 
 
Numerous adjectives are used by the psalmist to describe the Word of God. These 
show not only the reverence and respect he had for it, but also the richness, the value, 
and the blessedness of the Bible in all it conveys and teaches. 
 
The word of God is: 
 
1. Righteous -  KJV Psalm 119:7 I will praise thee with uprightness of heart, when I shall 
have learned thy righteous judgments. 
 
2. A delight - KJV Psalm 119:35 Make me to go in the path of thy commandments; for 
therein do I delight. 
 
3. Truth - KJV Psalm 119:142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and 
thy law is the truth. 
 
4. Faithful - KJV Psalm 119:86 All thy commandments are faithful: they persecute me 
wrongfully; help thou me. 
 
5. Wonderous - KJV Psalm 119:18 Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous 
things out of thy law. 
 



6. Right - KJV Psalm 119:75 I know, O LORD, that thy judgments are right, and that 
thou in faithfulness hast afflicted me. 
 
7. Founded forever - KJV Psalm 119:152 Concerning thy testimonies, I have known of 
old that thou hast founded them for ever. 
 
8. Forever settled in heaven - KJV Psalm 119:89  For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled 
in heaven. 
 
9. Good - KJV Psalm 119:39 Turn away my reproach which I fear: for thy judgments are 
good. 
 
10. Exceeding broad - KJV Psalm 119:96 I have seen an end of all perfection: but thy 
commandment is exceeding broad. 
 
11. A lamp - KJV Psalm 119:105  Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path. 
 
12.  Wonderful - KJV Psalm 119:129  Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my 
soul keep them. 
 
13. Upright - KJV Psalm 119:137  Righteous art thou, O LORD, and upright are thy 
judgments. 
 
14. Pure - KJV Psalm 119:140 Thy word is very pure: therefore thy servant loveth it. 
 
 
3A  THE RESPONSE I SHOULD GIVE TO THE SCRIPTURES 
 
Now having seen the terms used to describe the scriptures, and the characteristics of 
the scriptures, what should be my response to the scriptures? 
 
Regarding the Word of God, I should: 
 
1. Keep it - KJV Psalm 119:4 Thou hast commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. 
 
2. Love it - KJV Psalm 119:97  O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day. 
 
3. Delight in it - KJV Psalm 119:16 I will delight myself in thy statutes: I will not forget thy 
word. 
 
4. Remember it: KJV Psalm 119:93 I will never forget thy precepts: for with them thou 
hast quickened me. 
 
5. Meditate in it - KJV Psalm 119:15 I will meditate in thy precepts, and have respect 
unto thy ways. 



 
6. Hope in it - KJV Psalm 119:49  Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which 
thou hast caused me to hope. 
 
7. Not be ashamed of it - KJV Psalm 119:46 I will speak of thy testimonies also before 
kings, and will not be ashamed. 
 
8. Walk in it - KJV Psalm 119:1  Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the 
law of the LORD. 
 
9. Respect it - KJV Psalm 119:117 Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe: and I will have 
respect unto thy statutes continually. 
 
10. Praise God for it - KJV Psalm 119:171 My lips shall utter praise, when thou hast 
taught me thy statutes. 
 
11. Long for it - KJV Psalm 119:40 Behold, I have longed after thy precepts: quicken me 
in thy righteousness. 
 
12. Choose it - KJV Psalm 119:173 Let thine hand help me; for I have chosen thy 
precepts. 
 
13. Speak of it - KJV Psalm 119:172 My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all thy 
commandments are righteousness. 
 
14. Not decline from it - KJV Psalm 119:51 The proud have had me greatly in derision: 
yet have I not declined from thy law. 
 
15. Hate every false way - KJV Psalm 119:104 Through thy precepts I get 
understanding: therefore I hate every false way. 
 
16. Reject sin - KJV Psalm 119:11 Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against thee. 
 
17. Rejoice in it - KJV Psalm 119:162 I rejoice at thy word, as one that findeth great 
spoil. 
 
18. Give it whole hearted observance - KJV Psalm 119:34 Give me understanding, and 
I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 
 
19. Trust in it - KJV Psalm 119:42 So shall I have wherewith to answer him that 
reproacheth me: for I trust in thy word. 
 
20. Sing it - KJV Psalm 119:54 Thy statutes have been my songs in the house of my 
pilgrimage. 
 



21. Give thanks for it - KJV Psalm 119:62 At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee 
because of thy righteous judgments. 
 
22. Desire to be taught it - KJV Psalm 119:64 The earth, O LORD, is full of thy mercy: 
teach me thy statutes. 
 
23. Believe it -  KJV Psalm 119:66 Teach me good judgment and knowledge: for I have 
believed thy commandments. 
 
24. Seek it - KJV Psalm 119:94 I am thine, save me; for I have sought thy precepts. 
 
25. Always keep it with me - KJV Psalm 119:98 Thou through thy commandments hast 
made me wiser than mine enemies: for they are ever with me. 
 
26. Not depart from it - KJV Psalm 119:102 I have not departed from thy judgments: for 
thou hast taught me. 
 
27. Incline my heart to perform it - KJV Psalm 119:112 I have inclined mine heart to 
perform thy statutes alway, even unto the end. 
 
28. Esteem it to be right - KJV Psalm 119:128 Therefore I esteem all thy precepts 
concerning all things to be right; and I hate every false way. 
 
29. Stand in awe of it - KJV Psalm 119:161  Princes have persecuted me without a 
cause: but my heart standeth in awe of thy word. 
 
30. Value it more than gold and silver - KJV Psalm 119:72 The law of thy mouth is 
better unto me than thousands of gold and silver. 
 
 
 
Clearly, the word of God, and the God of the word, should have our fullest attention and 
our deepest devotion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 


