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Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.  

– 1 Corinthians 10:31 
 

Biblical Perspective 
 Technology is good and we should be thankful for it. 
 As sinners, we can turn a good thing into a bad thing. 
 Therefore, we must evaluate our use/abuse of technology. 

 
Challenges We Face with New Technologies 

 Problem of Distraction (being drawn away) 
 Problem of People Neglect (distancing ourselves from those closest to us) 
 Problem of Man’s Approval (seeking glory / ‘likes’) 
 Problem of Aliteracy (not reading what matters) 
 Problem of Prosumerism (consuming and producing ‘my’ worship) 
 Problem of Techno-Idolatry (looking to technology to fuel ‘me’ worship) 
 Problem of Loneliness (feeling disconnected in a hyper-connected world) 
 Problem of Secret Vices (indulging in online pornography with the feeling of anonymity) 

 
The Problem of Meaninglessness 
 
How can new technology contribute to meaninglessness? 
 
1. New technologies have created the problem of information overload. 

 
The average output of email and social media text is estimated at 3.6 trillion words or about 
thirty-six million books – typed out every day! In comparison, the Library of Congress holds 
thirty-five million books. – Tony Reinke 
 
Daniel 12:4; 1 Corinthians 8:1; Luke 12:48 
 
2. The information overload we experience keeps us from focusing on what is really 

important. 
 
‘Orwell [George Orwell’s 1984] feared those who would deprive us of information. Huxley 
[Aldous Huxley’s Brave New World] feared those who would give us too much information that 
we would be reduced to passivity and egoism. Orwell feared that the truth would be concealed 



from us. Huxley feared that the truth would be drowned in a sea of irrelevance.’ – Neil Postman, 
Amusing Ourselves to Death 
 
1 Timothy 1:3-7; Titus 3:9; 1 Timothy 6:3-5 
 
3. The answer is to use technology to help us focus on what is really important. 
 
We need to resist the lie that ‘more [of any and all kinds of information] is better.’ 
 
We need to make the distinction between data, information, knowledge and wisdom. 
 

 Data = symbols (letters, numbers, emoticons) 
 Information = collected and defined data (a list of numbers with a heading) 
 Knowledge = information organized in a useful way (multiplication tables) 
 Wisdom = use of knowledge [of nature, life, people, past, present, future, God, 

revelation] to make good decisions [Tim Challies, The Next Story] 
 
Proverbs 2; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; Mark 8:36 
 
The Problem of the Fear of Missing Out 
 
How can new technology feed a fear of missing out? 
 
1. New technologies let us know, moment by moment, what we could be experiencing but 

aren’t. 
 
FOMO: fear of missing out, anxiety that an exciting or interesting event may be happening 
elsewhere, often aroused by posts seen on a social media website. – Oxford English Dictionary 
 
2. Our longing to be loved and satisfied drives us to try to be ‘in the know’ and ‘in the 

action’ which cultivates the fear of missing out on what is going on. 
 
The Next Big Thing: What FOMO sufferers are on the lookout for 
 
Missing Out on Information, Affirmation, Experiences. the Better or the Best 
 
3. The answer is to use technology to help us focus on not missing out on eternal glories 

rather than temporal pleasures. 
 
Eternal Missing Out: one legitimate FOMO cuts through all the other FOMOs of life – the fear 
of eternally missing out. – Reinke 
 
Genesis 3; Luke 16:19-31; Hebrews 4:1; 11:1ff 


